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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 
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1 hese book has beon vory hurriodly writted; in » 
varioty of placos, Bangkok, Hong Kong, Canton, in * 
the hottost timo of tho year in China, If, thorefore, 
thero avo any slips or ropotitions, it is hoped tho reader 
will be loniont. At tho samo time no caro has boen 
spared to*make the book as trustworthy as possible, 
Tho greator part of {t is the rosult of personal observa- 
tion; but whatevor Fronch books wore available have 
beon consulted, anid I now, once for all, acknowledge 
tho assistanco so veceived. No correct piotee of Trench 
golonies in Indo-China, of the Tongking campaign, or 
‘of Fronch projects in that remoto part of the world, 
has-boen laid beforo the English public, It is there- 
foro hol that the following pages may be of interost 
and of vatuo, 


‘ 


Tora Kona, 
September, 1884. 





NOTE. 


. 


~ 


URING tho absonco of my brother ox his journal. 

istic dutios ag Spocial Correspondont in Tongking, 
tho passing of the prosont work through the Press has 
hoon ontrustod to me. ‘To hayo mado any effootunl 
voviaion (if such bo riooéasmy) would hayo required tho 
knowlodgo of an export, to whieh I oan Jay no claim. 
Tho boolt thoroforo apponrs aa it loft tho Author's 
handa. . 

Tho two plans, ond of tho triangle forniod by Tanoi, 
Séntay, and Bachinh, the othor of tho Citadel of 
Hintay, aro voducod by photo-lithograph from two of 
Af sorios of maps supplied to tho French OMlcors for 
tho onmpaign? Those maps wore compiled from nativo 
sources, and havo thoyroforo an intovost of their own. 
Tho originals, which wore on coargo nativo papor, 
having suffored from tho Swonr and tear of tho cam- 
paign, the namog of towns in ono or tivo placos are 
tumoat offaced, Tho charactors on tho covor form 
tho Chinoso visiting oard of tho Author., Tho sounds 
reprogontad avo “Taz” and Kut.” 
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CHAPTER 1 





OUTLINES, 


Hil Tongkineso, ox Grao-Crer, tho- ancestors of the 

- Anhamose, bogin thoi annals in the year 2879 n.0. 
‘They were called Grao-Cur by the Chineso, because thoir 
big todigore strikingly soparated from the others. They 
Wore goyornal for conturies by thoir own kings, The 
annals of those sovereigns avo oxcoodingly dry where 
they, axe not wildly imaginative. About two. hundred 


"years bofore our ore tho Chinogo invaded and ‘sottled in 
“the gountry, ‘Chon for athousend years Tongking and 


the grentor part of Annam wore: governed by Chinoso 
rulers, moro or legs'indopendént of the Imperial power, 
or simplo fungtionarics.. It was in this poriod that tha 
Annameso race, as wo now find it, was really formed. 
Somowhoro about the yoar 1418 o prince of the name 
of LisLor, whoso fabulous strength and valour are sung: 
to the present day, raised the people, and eventually not: 


only shook off the Chinose’ yoke, but almost food: Tong. ot 


king of tho proaense of Chinamon. He founded tho 

gvont Lit dynasty and mado Hanoi his capital. - 
Little ovor.« hundred years. afterwards wo find the I 

; 2 : 


a OUWDINER. 


dynasty oyorshadowod by the power of the Mac family, 
who, descoudad ftom a commeandor-in-chiof of the army, 
gradually bocnmo jorodilary muirea dit palais, rogonla ox 
‘Ona of the Manoi hingdom. Later the Macs word ap. 
plantotd by tho Mapua, and ab laat, in 1674, tho ompiro 
founded by Mi-Tuor byoko up into avo: Tongking, which 
rolwinod Tluiei as Lhe capital, and Ammm, with Tfut og 
bho xoyal gity, Tho Lits alill roigned on in ITanoi. Tho 
Nevyins, apramy from a Nartd-an family, eateblighod 
thoniselyes in thie southern kingdom. ; 

Tho (iis abil kopt tho Wninit family as hoveditary 
xovonta, hoy did a weekor thing still Yo stave off 
Chinowe nllachy thay agrood to accopt tio suzoxainty of 
Ohina, and accordingly from that timo forward received 
invontiluve from the Tiwana Wt. Ta those days Tongking 
was alrongor than Annam, and ib waa thorefore natural 
for tho new kingdort to follow tho oxamplo of tho powor 
from which ib hud so recently beon separatod. If 
suzorninty wax of any value tho Chincso diad abundant 
proofs against tho L'vonch that {hoy lind oxorted it long 
onough over Amam, z 

T was whont this timo thet Muroponns flrat visitod 
Auftun, Th aves not appour that Ptolomy lnow nuything 
wbout tho country. Its information did nob extend 
hoyond the Cult of Siam, Ser Mereo Polo, tho king 
af travellers, apprvontly was the first Garopoan to visit 
tho county. [lo douchod tho const of the kingilom of 
Crampa, she madorn provineo of Bini ‘firuax, which has 
beon bulleted backwards and forwards botweon Franco 
and Amun, but linus finally remained protected and not 
annoxed, ‘Three hundyod yours Inter Canonne, retumning 
from oxilo in Macao, was ahipwreeked af tho mouth of 
tho Donnat river, and colobratos the facl in tho Lusiad, 
which ho saved from the wavos on tho oceagion, 


‘ 
. 
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EARLY mtsvoRy, 8 


Fifty yoors aflor this, in 1610, m Jésuit mission wes 
aglilod in Annam, and in 1660 the roverend Fathor 
Aloxandro do Rhodes published a map of‘ the country. 
Ninctoon yoars Jator Pallu, tho Bishop of “Ieliopolis, 
Vicor, Apostolic of “ongking, proposed to Colbert to 
ostablish a tMronch Oslony in his soc. This is the first 
suggestion of Gallic influence in the country, but in 
1688 tho Dutch, in the person of Kovel Tortsinck, had 
alrondy ostablished a factory at T’o-Yun, the modern 
Tlowa-Yon, which then was on tho sea-board. In the 
previous year tho French had oblained a short-lived 
footing in Indo-China, by tho occupation of Bangkok and 
Morgui (now «a part of British Biivma), A rogimont and 


five ships hold the two places for a fow months, and thon . 


werd forced to loave, 1 must not be forgotton that at 
this time Avornta, nnd nob Bangkok, was the capital of 
Siam. ; ‘ 

During all thia time Annam, originally meroly two 
provincos Wrostod from tho old kingdom of Crampa, was! 
finding moro and moto to soparato itself from 'longking, 
At fivat tho Navyzns called thomsolves Guva, regents, 
‘Then they elaborated this with Vuowa, feudatory kings, 
The Trius of Tongking wore far from eSyuiescing in 
this ambition. ‘Thoy marched sovoral armies south, but 
could not yedueo tho Navyews. For tho whole of tho 
seventoonth contury, thoveforc, and the greater part of 
tho oighteonth, ongking and Aunam, including latterly 
Cochin China (annexed in 1658), wore to all inlonts and 
purposos separate alates and thoroughly hostile to ono 
andthor, notwithstanding thoir common origin. 

Somowhero about the your 1778 a morebant named 
Nag, of Qur-nurow, a port on tho Annaimosa const south, 
of lus, raised  vobollion and overthrow all the threo 
ruling families. ‘ho ‘Iris seem to haye beon ‘oxler, 


4 OULEINUA, 


minnted allogelher. ‘The last of tho Gita remained king 
for u couple of yours hy pormission of Uo loner of this 
Ro-oled "Pyy-sin rebellion, "Thon ho flo to China, and 
diod in Peking in 1708, oecnpying tho post of Chincso 
mandarin of the fourth class, To loft no children, bab a 
brother of his, Toana-1a, found Ssionds among the hill 
tribes and waged a guerilla warfare for yoars agninal the 
Taventn usurpers. Tle is the presumed ancostoy of tho 
vovious Ur. claimants that havo raised numerous revolls 
in Longking during the present contury. 

Tho Navynxa wore driven ont, and the hon of tho 
louse, Naeyen Ann, ox Navyey Tau, flod to Siam, 
hore ho met the Bishop of Advan, Monsignor Pignoaux 
do Behaine, Tho bishop was a patriob and a politicinn, 
Tle xont homo lo Mranea Navynn Ann's son, and in 1787 
Unis prince concluded a troaty with Louis XVL, according 
to the terme of whichel'rance was to restore the Nauypns 
to Annom, and to recoive in roturn tho Bay of Vourane 
antl tho island of Powrno Gonvonn, off tho nfouth of the 
Saigon river, Tha Mronch Royolution praventod the 
oxoontion of this lroaty, but the onorgoti¢ bishop managed 
to bring round from Pondicherry lwo moreliant ships 
with muniti8us of war anid clovon Mronch ofigers of 
yarions ranks. Undor tho guidance of those officara, 
Nevyen Ana raised an avmy and a Nodt, doleatod and 
leheadod tho Tax-sin lendors, and conquorad 'onghing, 
The Aunameso dominions woro now gronlor than ever 
they had beon, and the now sovorcign asumed tho 
dignity of Himperor, and, in accordance with national 
custom, assumed a “reigning namo,” Cra Lexa, Tort 
boonme enpital of his dominions, and ILavor was simply 
chief town of a provinces. 

Gra Lona was lolorant of the Fronch though ho did 
nol like thom, but lis suecossors all more or loss por 


é ‘ 
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scouted the missionarics, Fyonch and Spanish, who 
flocked in great numbors to tho country, Thero wore 
therefore a numbor of punitive oxpoditions of French 
ships of war to vevongo thoso martyrdoms and relieve 
tho fathers. . 

TL wna not, howovor, till 1858 that France mnio any 
sorious ailompt to claim the “ rights” conceded by the 
tvoaty of 1787, In August of that year Admiral 
Rigaulé do Genouilly destroyed the Annamese forts and 
occupied Tourane. ‘Tho following year ho capturod 
Saigon. ‘Thon tho Italian war and tho Allied war in 
China pub an ond for tho momoné to. conquosts in 
Cochin, China,’ In 1860 tho unhealthiness of the place 
and the nood of reinforcoments in Saigon led to the 
evacuation of Toutane and tho massing of the troops in 
Saigon, whovo the Annameso, ontronched in tho lines of 
Kr-Ioa, hold the feoble garrison ina stato of siege. 

Tho off of the Chinn campaign frood four thousand 
mon, and with these nnd tho assistance of a handful of 
Spanish troops the lines of Ki-TZoa were carried, in 
Wobrunry, 1861, with ‘a loss of 225 mon killed ond 
wounded, ‘hid was followed by the taking in suecession 
of Miypuo, Bren-Ifoa, and Vien-Lona, ‘Bhis brought 
ubout the treaty of 1862, whereby the three provinces of 
Garcon, Myysto} and Bmy-Iloa wero geded to France 
along wilh Pouzo Connonn. A serios of insurrections, 
fomented by tho 1ux court, kop tho army of occupation 
in constant trouble until (867, whon Admiral de la 
Grandiixe occupied and declared annexed the threo 
adjacent provinces of Vinu-Loxe, Cuaupog, and Ilvrren. 
Tho Protectorate of Camboja followed inmpmodiatoly. 
Sinco thon tho insurroctionary troubles have been 
comparatively insignificant, 

Alvondy in 1868 Franco had designs on Tongking.. 


‘ 
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6 OUTIANES, 


The ‘islands of Gow Sow and the Thousand Isles of 
Filzolong Bay Lind always been tho haunt of pirates, 
Chineso and Annamoso. Admiral do Ie Granite pro. 
posod to King To Die to sond a vonelt oxpedition 
‘thither to oxpol tho piraton, and at tho snmo Limo aobtlo 
Tongking, where How Lit robollionn were oonatantly 
swooping over tho counlyy. Before anything could come 
of thia, the war of £870 pub wn ond to all thought of 
such enterprises for the moment. 

Novortholoaa thu Sataon authorities wore tonrcious of 
thoir dosigns on ‘Tongking. Vory little was known about 
tho country then, bub it wis known to bo the “ granary 
of Amam,” and thoroforo necessary bo ‘tho estnblish- 
mont of that Trdo-Chinoge impivo, imagined for Mrance 
by tho Bishop of Annan, and uovor lost sight of by the 
Cochin China officials, whatevor may Layo beun the caso 
in tho homo chamber, whoro many dBputios did not 
know in which hemisphere to look for tho™country. 
Alvoady in 1879 Admiral do In Grandiixo's ptojocls wore 
taken in hand nguin, Tho pudlcntion of Irancis 
Carniox's great work on tho oxploration of tho Mixona 
had lont a now interest to Ponykinig. ‘What gillod and 
alvonturouaryoung oflicor lad doolwved that, if Mwy 
and Jand-lockod Yirsnan was ovor lo bo opened t¢Hinneo 
it mual bo by the Sona-cor, tho Roi Kivor, the great 
artory of ‘Tongking. Accordingly in 1872 wo tnd tha 
Bourayne ab Unnoi, tho first Trench warship which hid 
penetrated into these welers, Under Commundant 
Sonoz it had"beon sont to inquire into tho doings of the 
pixatoy on tho Tongking consuls, But tho eapituine de 
Jrégate did not concorn himself with tho piratos, At 
Hanoi ho found M. Dupuis, and immodintely proceodad 
to lond him all tho aid ho could. 

M, Dupuis had alrondy greatly intorested himself in 


OPHNATIONS OF DUPUIS. 7 


Tongking. Ib is a point billerly disputod betwoon his 

. fviends and those of Gaxnior, which of tliom first had 
tho idea of oponing up Ytinnan by way of the Song-coi. 
‘Tho decision of the quostion doos not consern us. 
Suffice it to say that M. Dupuis was covtninly the first - 
who oxplorod the river, and discovefod what capacitios 
it hag as a wator-way. 

Alvondy in 1871, when his occupation as an, army 
contractor for the Chineso had led him into Yunnan, 
thon in the throos of the Mussulman rebellion, he 
had oxplored the rivor as far down as Laoxar, the 
so-called Annamose frontior, though there neve: have 
“boon any Annaimeso thoro, Ie olaimod to have provod 
tho navigability of the river from Manmao, in Yunnan, 
to Laoxar, This navigability is only a vory relative 
term, but it had aroused tho energetic Frenchman's 
enthusiasm. th contracted to supply tho Chinoso com- 
mandoy “vith material of war from Turopo, and to 
bring it up tho Sona-oor, The Chinese acerodiled him, 
to 4ho Government éf Annam as thei official agent, 
and furnished him with'tho necessary passports, 

In tho end of 1872, thorefore, he nppoared at Wat- 
DEON vith throc’ small sloam launchos, fgvo of them 
Attod ‘Sti, a8 gunboats, and a largo cargo junk. The 
meeting with Captain Scnoz was perhaps unfortunate. 
‘Mat gallant sailor had pushod up to Hanoi in spito of 
tho opposition of the mandaring, had forced them to 
npologiso for nob viowing his arrival with dolight, and 
had mado thom saluto tho Fronch flag, Captain Sonex 
roecived M. Duptis most cordially, and so led the 
mandarina to bolievo that thero was a connection bo- 
twoon tho tivo, notwithatanding tho Chinose passports. 
M. Dupuis, thorofore, mot with violent opposition all iho 
way, Still ho got up to Ilanoi, transhippod his sums 


8 OUTLINES, 


thoro inte rivor-honts, added 2 largo quantity of wall, loft 
hal€ his party undor M. Millot, a Shanghai morshant 
who lad associated himself with him, ab Tangi, and 
with ton Mavopeana and thirty Anintics of various 
nationalities wont on up the river, passed Laoxy, and 
syoniually, noarly “threo monthy after his dypartave 
from Ilnnoi, delivered is consignnint of arma in 
Yiunan-Srn. 

Tho rebellion was subdaed wid tho weapons wore nob 
wanted, bub Marshal Ma received M, Dupuis well, and 
ofored him an amy of [,000 mon to bring tho 
Annamexo mandaring to reason, hin the morehmul 
explorer xefiyed, bub ho touk £60 Chindso soldiers as 
a guar, loaded up his boats with coppor aid tin, ontered 
into © contract lo supply 76,000 pieula, say L250 tons 
of gall for an oqual weighl of voppor. 

Bub when ho reashed Tnnoi bo found? this quite in 
possible, Tho mandarins were up in eve ageinsl tho 
oxpor't of salt, thoiy principal purquikita, Ma Millot Jud 
boon living in somolhing vory Like « alto of war with 
the maularing. Complaints agadset M. Dupnia had 
hoon sont hy tho Ifer courd jo Saigon, Neuvien'lur 
DPuidwa, the host general of Annum, who had fought 
gulantly ab tho lines of Kv-Jfoa, eumoa to Wanoi man 
enrolled soldiors in groad muubors, " 

M. Dupuis in his turn sont M. Millot to Saigon to 
complain ngiinsl the wmndains. Admival Dorn was 
tho& Goyornor of Cochin Chinn. Ue hed the colonial 
ambitions designs agains) Annum through VYongking, 
Io egllod J'vancis Garnier down from Shanghai, gavo 
him about ninoly rank and filo and two shipa, aud 
despatched bim to Hanoi to arbitrate in the matter, 
‘with carte blundhe instrnotions.” 

; Dupuis demanded, a8 a contynetor with China, whom 


VICLORIES OF GARNIER. 9 


tho Annamose recognized as over-lord, lidorty to fulfll his 
engagements and [reo permission to uso the slream which 
flows fiom Chinn into Tongking. China had for years 
boen allowed liberty of trade in the interior of Tongking 
as woll as on the xivor, and M. Dupuis only domanded - 
tho samo liberty and op the samo cotfditions. Zo asked 
no more, and ho referred signifieantly to the force he 
might havo obtaincd from tho Yunnanoge Marshal to 
enforce his demands. 

Garniov arrived in Tanoi on November 5, 1878, “For 
a woek lo ondoavoured to persuade the mandarins of tho 
juatico of those claims; but ho only mot with stubbort 
rosiatanes, and move than studied insults, Ifo was a 
patviol and politician, and on tho 15th of tho month 
ho issued proclamation declaving the Sona-cor opon 
to genoral commores, Io was alioutonant of tho navy, 
and on tho 20¢lho iook tho citadel, of Ianoi by assault. 

‘Thon, in an oxtraordinary short space of time, ho and 
his lioutonamls captured the strong places of Iluna-Yun, 
Puo-ly, War-Daténas Nixn-Binu, and Nav-Dinu, All 
Lowor 'onghing seamed at his foot. But the impotuous 
young soldier had Aol onough men, and he was not 
aulfciontly supported, Admiral Dupré was scnved at 
tho doings of his envoy. ho Annamese called in the 
asatalnnce of tho Black Flags. ‘hoso hardy warriors 
came ond attacked IIanoi, and in a sortic against thom, 
on tho 2st December, Gurnier, rushing far in advance 
of his mon, as if the enemy were mere cowardly 
Annameso, mot his doath. On tho same day Lioulenant 
Balny CAvricourt, his second in command, also fell, 

Pour days later reinforcemonia arrived, ab Ianot. 
But hard on thoir heels camo a civil commissioner. NM. 
Philastve had beon at Iluy treating with Lv Dito’s 
cows, Yoyaging northwards, ho heard of Garnier's 


» 
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death, and forthwith took charge of affaira. Ilo imine. 
diately ovdainod the evacuation of ul Topgking, and lin 
enmed the eturnal oxecration of Mrenelomon in consa- 
queneo. Tis maligning of Garnier, who was his personal 

+ frlond, guunot bo too severoly condamnod. But it is 
covtain thi, with (hb foreos thoy Upon lil int the country, 
tho Jvoneh contd nob possibly awe held Tongking. Phe 
Black lags had over then been eneaged ageinsh Uhom, 
and though the Qlaek Mlaga of 187£ werg not memaid 
anything like Uneiv brethren of LNA TE, yob with their spears 
and swords and unciont matehlooks” thoy wore nob 
people like the Aunamose, who could he overwhelmed hy 
the singlo rush of half a dozen white rhon. ‘ho De. 
Broglio Government waa lulewun, if nol natuuly 
hoatilo, to tho ‘ongking wndurloking, M. Philasbro's 
sobllanont of affnirs was Lherofore probably the best for 
tho time, though ib wag somowhal drunetio in its sudden. 
nosa. ‘Cho Tongking yrostion was only postponed, 

But if, politienlly, M. Vhilastre's doings woro on tho 
wholo tho bosl wider the airomnstancos, tho dotaile of 
hia sotlomont, nnd lis couduel goueruly, wero opon to 
vory considorablo condomnntion, Ono of his fvat acts 
on veaching ongking xorved lo hindle a luvlrad againal 
tho Froneh mnong tho Tongking Clinamen which lias 
gone on inerensing ever sinee, On lbs aveivel nea 
Naiphong in the Vronch gumbont ho gn thirty jumky te 
lithle below tho town, Io nalod tho [Lud ambngsadors, 
whé were algo on bonrd, whaé vessels those wore, Tho 
Aunameso whendarins promptly doulared thoy wore 
pirates. ‘Choroupon M. Philastro perauaded the Trench 
captain to fre upon thom, Upwards of thirty of te 
head sgen wore brought on board of the d'atréea, Pho 
reat, to tho number of two hundred, wore put intd one 
junk, aud wore lo havo beon kept prisonors alongside 
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tho gunboat. As tho junk drifted down, howoyor, sho 
{niled, designodly or otherwise, fo catch tho line thrown 
hor from tho d’7esirées, and swopt on down stream, ‘Al 
M. Philastro’s suggestion, sovoral guns wero fired in 
tho dark ab tho boat as it vanished in tho night; 
Shiioks woro hoard, bu, what beoame’of tho vessal, with 
ita two hundred lives, was nevor honvd. The head men 
qn board tho man-o'-wax wore hung from tho yard-arm, 
with the oxeeption of one, who was able to show a 
porl-clomranco from Saigon. Theso Chinamen wero 
ponceablo morchinis, who had como with gooda to 
Tongking on tho strength of G@arnior's proclamation 
that tho Red River was open to trade, 

hia was bad, but il might havo been a mere error 
of judgment, What followed M, Philastro's hurried 
evacuation was a blundoxsvhich the meanest intelligence 
might havo seon would havo tezriblo consequences. 
Garnior and his lioutonants, even in the short timo thoy 
hold possession of tho country, onvolled many thougand 
Tonglinoro auxilinvios, tho majority Christians. M, 
‘Philastvo, in his convohtion wilh Navyny-Van-Ttéye, 
tho ILus: plonipotontiary, was contont with the assurance 
of that dignitary that those people would be amnestiod. 
The vosull was obvious. Tho migorablo Tronch parti- 
Aang.wvore massatrod all over tho country, and the founda- 
tion was Inid of » deloslation of the French which lasts 
to, and is porhaps intensified at, tho presont day. 

This was, say tho Wrench, worthy of the man who 
could writo of a dond friond in a proclamation, posted in 
Tlanoi on tho 10th Januaxy, 187-1, thx0o, wooks after tho 
goilent naval Heutonant's death :—“A man namod 
Gaxhior was sont horo to arrango trade mattors, Ho 
know nothing about such things, and simply introduced 


disorder irilo the country hy the capture of four ciladels, 
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oapitla of provinces, It waa for this voason thing tho 
ambassador Navyen wid M. Vhilastre have come -to 
yoroalublish the ponco which had beon compromingd.” 
M. Philusive was decornted with tho cross offilo Legion 
of Honow. Vrancix Garnier was for yours apokon. of ag 
whot-headed advehturor, M. Dppuis had bis steamers 
‘aequestvatod, ‘ho Wrench Government made free. use 
: of them, rofnaod to hear his demands for redress, vofused 
» to. aco him, vefused to recoivo his letters, endeayorred to 
prevent din from -reburniny to Jrance, andy when ho 
gof there, shelved his petition for years. When ob lust 
his stnbborn energy forced on a commitioo tn consider, 
his claims, it wits Franco that profited, and not M. 
Dapuia.. France has seized Wongking, wd M, Dupuis 
ag yet lias nothing bub ompty praine from geographical 
societies and sound abuso from Cochin Chive civilians, 
. Hois sprung from a gimplo French peasant funily, bub if 
anco had more such peasantry sho would bo a moro 
comfortablo neighbour and a greater nationr ese 
‘Phe vosult of this iirst attempt on Longking was tho 
nigning of wtronty between Urarfey and_Annium in March, 
1874. Conimoreial conventions wore added to thi and 
signed in August and Novomber of tho. ssano , your, 
Qetnnon on tho Annam const, THstnoexc, and Lanor 
wore thrown open to commores, and a Hroneh consel 
was to reside. in cach, with a guard of ono numlred mon, 
“Fyance ongaged to nssiat in tho suppression of piracy 
and insurreations on, condition that Annem anulo its 
outside polity square with that of France. . fn fact, nem 
Fronch wit romprked, Jvance became tho policeman of 
Annam,: Tho consuls had ai unploasant time. . ‘he 
fixst established ot Hanot was so ayatomatioully inaulted 
_ that ho resigned his post, and thenceforward for a time” 
Franco wna represented only ub Iniphong, ) 


“uypuprrmoy ov 1882.0. 8" 


Mattors wont*fiom Bail to‘ worse till 1982; wlien a tiew 
expedition was resolyetl upon. With the: insinuation, 


tha. this expedition ws voally organized’ bectuse’ Lo. 


Myto do Villors, the Governor of Snigon, wishda'-to - 
obtain concessions of minos jn Tongking from the 
Aunamese Government, we have nothing to do. Tf We 


-coneorns anybody, bhect concerns France, and she hag’ 
“chosen to take no open notice of the matter. Sufficé’ i 






to-aoy that tho projet de loi authorizing the axpediti yn? 
moroly says that “since 1880 the Republic has come: to: ‘ 
seo the imporative necessity of putting an end to'a Btape. 
of things which, if prolonged; would seriovaly ‘dom 


“promise our position in tho far Bhat? - Ciroumstoncdis 


* 


havo. provented the furtherance of: our. plans earlior 
than tho beginning of Inst year, Then the Governor 
of Cochin China made arrangements with the Ministors 
of Foreign Affairs and of the Navy-to givo effect to our.” 
Protectorate oyor Annam. Tt waa proposed to send. toy ea 
tho, Rod River naval. forces gufficiont to expel: the Blaok.:. 
Jags, and so to secure * free commoree, Tho Annatigto* 
mandating, inetead of recognizing in. our troops auxilis ; 
arios coming to carry outa task they wore incapable of; . 
showed designs anything but friondly, and engaged ‘in 
intrigue. with: ot foos. Tho nocossity of. securing the 


‘safety: of our sdldiors forced Commandant Rividrs “to 


seize upon.the citadel of Hanoi on tho April 25,1883)". 
-§inco then tho coultso of events has greatly extended « 
the original project, As it is proposed to give in sues 
cooling chapters.a narrative of whatihassined happened, 
it will be woll here to gloxo this brief sketqh of Annemese 


history. i 
Detailed accounts of various parts of Tongking follow 


te will. therefore be wnnocessary to give here more than 


a genoral outline, Tho Hus court calls the comtry ; 
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Davea-MTar, the outside kingdom; also BaeTann, or 
Bie-Kr, the kingdom of the north. Thea Cantonevo eall 
it Yuan, Tho name Vongking comes from tho ‘Anna. 
mono pronmiciution of tho Chinese Dona-Nian, ‘the 
enpital of tho Mast,” enothor namo for Wanoi. The 
country lios halwoon the Tropie of Gancor and tte 
eighloonth dogreo of north latitude, and botwoon the 
Wiat and lOGt degrees of longitude, he oulling is 
somowhal irregular, China is the boundary on tho 
north tealnienlly, though Amameso rule lig ronlly 
novor heon follon the China border, On tho wost the 
Tino States push in farther and furbhor till in tho south 
tho provinge of Tirana ik only about a dogras broad 
from the sea to tho Muona hills, Annem is tha bound. 
pry on the sonth, and on the const the Gulf of Tonghing, 
with a ovoacont Hond from Ifo to Capo Par- Lue 
in tho novth. * 

Tho whole country may ho divided into threo distinet 
portions, ‘Uho firal of thoae ix tho region ‘of low landa, 
tho dolia country, forming an isofeoles Wninngle, of which 
tho buro tx on tho fon, and the two aidos nro tho Dat 
yiver and tho Nea-Ba-Livone canal. Sdnray forms the 
apox. Without tho ombankments, which form a net 
work over Ml Uhis mon, iis part of Tongking would bo 
wador water every year, his is the part of Tongking 


whieh ig best known ; tho only part thot ia roully known, | 


in fuel, North of theso flat land comos the region of 
plateaux rising ktondily up from tho Sona-cor aud Sona- 
cau tivors. ‘Tho highest elevation is attained in tho 
country north of Doxa-Tamu und ovat of Kwana-Yay, 
and farbhyor north betwoon Jluven-Bao and Lana-séx, 
Tho ferthor north ono goos tho loss tropicnl is the 
seonery, until finally tho pine-clad mountaina ara 
, torched. ‘Tho highoat olovations in this plateau coun- 
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iy visiblo from Kwana-Yan aro 8,500 and 4,500 foot 
high. 

Woat of tho 108xd paxallel we find tho region of forests, 
Extwomely little is known of this part of the country, 
oxcopt from the stories of natives, which represent it as 
inhabited only by savages and wild boasts. 

Tongking is divided into sixteon provinées, ‘Those in 
the delta, are Bacnmnu, Sonvay, Hanor, Iar-Dzténa, 
Htwa-Yer, Naw-Dinn, and Nrxn-Bina, 

The upland provinces aro Cao-Banu, Lana-sén, Tatars 
Navven, Tuven-Kowan, and Kwana-Yen, 6 

Iuna-Hoa is the forost provirice. 

In tho south there are three other provinces, which, 
from physicnl charactoristics, would more legitimately 
belong to Annam. heso are Tuanm-Iloa, Namd-Ay, and 
Ha-Iinn, Iixcopt to the misgionaries, who have been 
partiouldrly successful in Tranm-ITos, this part of the 
country is comparatively unknown. 

Tho Red River, the Sona-cot, or Liao of the Anna- 
moso, ho Hoana-Krana of the Chinese, is pre-ominently 
tho rivor of Tongking. ‘ft visos nonr ara-Iy, in Yimyan, 
from a chain of hills which forms the waterahod betweon 
it nnd tho Misxona basin, and for somo time flows af 
no gront distance from that river. ' 

Tho Sona-cor*is a fine river, but as a water-way to 
open up Ynwan it is delusion, From Ianor down- 
wards it averages “Svor a thousand yards wide. At 
Tluna-Ifoa it measures about five hundred, with large 
gand-banks in mid-stream. At Tuan-Kuan (the Kounn- 
ot of M., Dupuis, tho Tran-Yow of tho Comte do 
Korgarailec) the width is two hundred yards, and at 
Taoxat, on the frontier, onc hundred. But above 
Tuan-Kuan navigation ‘is rendered more and more 
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diffioult byt what tho I'vench call rapids, whicli axe, 
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howover, really only plagea where the channel is nev 
xowod hy xpits of sand, or by oul-orops of rook, and tho 
current rans swiftor in consepienes, Ad iw inatlor of 
fact this pat of tho river is really only practicable 
hotwoou April and November, Onring tho dry season 
it is really useloss for purposes of trade, and ovon du 
ing tho rains, when there is abundance ef wator, M. 
Dupuis found it advisable to choose a place whore goods 
from the coast or from Hanoi might ho transhipped 
into flut-botlomeidl oraft enpablo of gotting up to Laoxar 
This ia the Ho-enllod Marre. Dupuis, a picturesque bond 
whore the river flows helwoen heavily woodod hill, Jf 
is situated betwoon U'vas-Kuay and tho frst rapid. 

The Sona-cor has uw onrrvent averaging wbout three 
knots. During tho dry seuson tho trade route to Manoi 
fvom Tlaiphoug is by tho Sova-'Tat-Bac, a narrow but 
deop onnal, rendored tedious and dificult for navigation 
by tho extraordinarily winding course it follows. Ivo 
this vosgcla pass into tho Tiaol'ay, ono of tho mouths 
by which the Tat-Bim and Sofa-cor rivers flow into 
the sea. Another ennal, dial called tho TearBier 
Jenda from this inte Lo main river, Tt is hore that 

“navigation is most difienll, and yossela dyawing moro 
Unit wiv foot cannot pass hobweon Novontbor and Mareh, 
vom ahont tho ond of May, whon the fivor haa mbenly 
viven cousiderebly, until Septomber, tho usnal and 
shorter rouly from Tleiphong lo Tanoi is by tho Cunal 
dea Ttupides, OUnorwixo vullod the Baoninh Canal. This 
loaves the main river a litle above Tanai, pasioa aoutle 
of Bacniyn, and joins tho Tiar-Bryn somo distanca 
above Har Dating, Thenes the route token is hy tho 
Kiva-Tar arm, whieh passes Dona-Trimv and roducos 
the distance to Iniphong by about five and dwonty milos. 

Tho Iff-Ilo, or Black Miver, is the principal afltuont 
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of tho Sona-cor on tho right bank, It joins the Red 
River*a fow miles below ITuna-Ifoa, and at its mouth is 
considérably broader than the so-called maint stream. 
But tho Tongkinose, liko the Chinamen, judge of the 
importance of a rivor not by its size, but by the amount 
of traffic which goes on upon it, Trade on the Black 
River is uttorly spoilt by a huge cataract some thirty- 
fivo miles from its mouth. Annf&mese maps represent 
tho H-Ho as coming from Yunnan; but very little is 
yot roally known about its upper waters, which flow 
betweon huge forest-clad hills that give it the“sombue 
Jook reproduced in the name. ‘ 

The Tsrn-IIo, the Cloay River, is the chief tributary 
on tho left, It enters a few miles below the Ht-Ho, 
On its banks stands Tuven-Kwan, and the river is navig- 
able for small orafi some distance higher, The Tsm-ILo 
flows past Kar-Hoa, in Yunnan, and scems to rise from 
a small lake to tho north-west of that town. Unlike the 
other xivors oflongking, its waters axe clear and limpid 
whence tho name. Elinoval salis, however, vender it 
nearly unfit to drink, ‘ViHagos becomo scaxee at n short 
distance from the embouchure, but the upper river, like 
tho Ilyi-IIo, is said to pass through a very rich mineral 
country. 

In Central Tongking thore is anothor river basin, that 
of the three sircams, the Sonc-cau, passing about three 
miles north of Bacninh, and flowing under tho walla of 
Taat-Navynn, the Tuvona-Grane, and the Loo-Nan. 
Thoy join at almost the same point, and serve to join 
the Tuat-Birn. Except tho Soxa-cav, and that siver 
only for a limited distance, they can barely ba onlled 
navigable. 

A third river basin is that of the Laxa-Moon. This 
xeooivos the drainage of tho Lana-sox and Cao-Banut 
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provincos, bub flows principally through Chineso terri. 
tory. ‘The Taxa-Moon forme, bobwoon Paxror anid 
Pu-larNiy, a delta whioh is Jillo known. ‘tho prin. 
eipil mouth, tho Laxa-Moox, whieh, for want of a 
better, givos ily Hund to tho whole siretm, serves 18 
tho north-oastern boundary of ‘ongking, Tl ia navig- 
ablo for Univty milos from Capo Par-Lune inhad. Tho 
river xeoms 10 .iso in Yurnutn, and passes by Sn-Niva-lu 
in Kwana-ut. Ln another year wo shill loubtless hnow 
move howd it, bub at prasené all tho native maps repro- 
vont the Lana-six wand Cao-Banu slroame ag flowing to 
Chinn, ineosistibly suggosting tho idow that dho natural 
boundary-lino bolwoon China and Tongking should aun 
much farther south than it dows along tho Tuana-Moon 
watoraled. MM, lomanolh du Gaillaud roproxonia ono 
branch of tho river, which ho ealls tho Sona-'lam, as 
flowing townrds tho arohipolago of Kwana-Yux, Anothor 
mm of tho dolla corlainly enters tho soa so vloso to 
Paxnor that it is only fou hours’ mol, distant, Tho 
Annamouvo assorb tint ono oan” go from Kwana-Yar bo 
tho province of Tava-Hon withoul loaving tho viyors 
nid canala, and withoul going out to som.  Gnptain 
Vourntor'y investigations seo 4o point to damothing of 
tho rwno kind, ho inhobitauls of this part of the 
somntry ave, howevor, 40 wild and tuebulont that oxplo- 
yation for somo yenra will bo ®& amattor of no little 
(lnngor. 

Thera avo two mul szivory down in the soho 
provineos, tho Sowden in Pranuestoa, end Ue Song-1a 
in Nowt-ax. [tis so short & distaneo from tho son to 
tho hills hovo that thoy havo a vory swift ourront, and 
aroof uo grent aizo. Canals join tho two rivors, and boate 
om pass from ono to thy othor parallel ‘to tho son, a 
oiveumstinco which xeminds ono of Aunom, ne indood 
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tho flat reaches of sand and tho yolling sand drives, , 
cooped in by tho wall-like range of hills covered with. 
impenetrable forest, continually suggest the iden that it 
is only necident which has allotted those ‘provinces to’ 
Tougking, Namt-an especially has the 1eputation, of 
boing a wealthy proyines, but the ports, like the: place 
itself, avo hardly known except by name. ‘The Annamese 
talk of mines in this part of the country, and the timber 
is certainly more valuable than in any other part of 
Tongking. 

Thore are few lakes in Tongking. Tho large sheet of 
water north of IIanoi is very shallow, and the same is 
probably truo of the only othors, Imown as tho Ba-By, 
the ‘threo sens,” noar Cao-Bann. During the rains it 
would appear that the threo wnite into one, with an 
island in tho centro, which sorved in 1879 og a last 
place of refuge for the remains of LreYuxa-Cnor's robel 
mmy. In the dry soason channels unite the three 
shoots, and a largo portion of what a fow months boforo 
was wator is transfornfed into rice-flolds, The sny- 
younding country, from th report of Father Fuontis, o 
Spanish missionary, the only European who is known 
to havo poncirated thither, would appear to be exocoed- 
ingly fortilo, Cao-Banu is voy interesting province, 
and if tho truo ancestry of the Annamose race is ever to 
bo dotormined, it probably will be so fiom ancient 
monuments and inscriptions in this province. 

The arms and canals of Lower Tongking arc almost 
all navigablo, but only for small steam Jaunches, No, 
nation surpasses the Tongkineso in ditohing ahd dolving, 
and very many of tho communications are undoubtedly 
their work. ‘Tho Nes-Ba-Luona Canal and that of the 
Rapids axe tho most important, and are comparatively 
zecent, the latter dating back no farther than thirty 
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yours. Othor so-cnlled canals, such as that of “ tho 
Ramboog,” oy the Tirar-Bint, are oqually incontestibly 
{oe work of oxaaptionnl floods, bursting through an 
embankment lo maka now outlets for Ute mans of water. 

* Tho immonse xisg of tho river, hoginning in May and 
onding in Qulober, id ax much due to the melting of 
snow in the northern hills ns lo tho torrent rains, 

Tidex ava fell all evor tho dolla, and oven in tho 
Nona-cau, whoro thers is ocensionally i vio of threo fect 
in spring tides. ‘The wator is brackish Jive miles above 
ITanoi, bub beyond this point it is moro of w simple 
awolling than a regular tide, ‘Tho tidgs avo diumnal— 
that ix to say, thoro is but ono high and ono low tide 
ching tho diy, 

NS Tho extraordinary fertility of tho dolin lands is wi- 
\ Aoubtedly luo to the river, and to the river nlone, ‘Tho 
soil ia nearly puro elay, with hardly any traces of 
h natural mould; and, wore it nol for tho copious alluvial 
w= doposits, wo should not hear of tho two annua harvests 
of rico for whieh Uo country has become fo famous 
Tho immonso volumo of verddish soil whiel tho Sonc-cor 
Ivings down all tho your vounl is wnpidly oxtonding the 
dolta. Iwo conturios ago the Duleh and Portuguesa 
factories at Ubya-Yru wero cloxo to the aou. Now the 
town is quilo thirly milon from tho const. Missionaries 
wlill living apedk of villages which ero now populous 
tnd ngrieutiunl on sited whore, a couple of decades 
sings, there was opon sea. Lho isolated hilly south of 
Doxa-'Lainy, Wophant Mountain, Do-Son, and numerous 
othors, hayo all the appearanes on thoiy sides und bases 
of ‘having been washod by slorma ab no very remota 
timo. 

Tho estimated aren of tho country is about 60,000 

squad miles, and the population probably 12,000,000, 
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From tis proximity to the tempoxate zone the climate is 
on the whole excellent, During the dry soason the 
thermometer varies betwoon 70° and 42°, This from 
October till the boginning of April. During the hot 
and xainy weather it is oxceptional,to have a higher 
temperature than 95°, and 70° is the minimum, On 
the whole, the country 1s healthy, notwithstanding the 
abundance of standing water, no doubt because this 
water lies in paddy-fields rather than in marshes. 
There is a certain amount of fever, but it is seldom af a 
dangerous type; and the dysentery from which several 
of tho Tongking garvisons have suffed has been 
brought on by the imprudonce of the soldiers, and 
vendered deadly by the comparativoly little experience 
tho French doctors seem to have of tho treatment of the 
malady, The colony ought to be one of the finest in 
the Hast, if only the Fronch will set about the right 
way to make it so, 
. 
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F ANOT is not only the chiof town in 'Tongking; 
Ad but it is tho finest in Annam, and, disregarding 
Saigon as admittedly Muropoan, in all Iyonch Tndo- 
China, sith tho ainglo oxcoption of Cronun, the Chineso 
town. of Srigon, ormorly the population was 160,000, 
War's alavma tnd actual aveking reduood it for a time” 
to an telinos’ abaalute cdoxart, but: i6 lea now regained 
‘a gront deal of ite former. population, and is without 
doubt doxtined to outstrip all othor eftion in tho country. 
Tt alands on tho right bank of the xlvor, about. oighly 
miles from the sea by tho shovtest route, and prnctically 
consists of two distinet parts, tho commoreial town and 
tho oitadel, a lugo square of about a milo to tho sido, 
enclosing tho Yona-Doc, the GoVvormmont prlace, tho 
tronsnry, the court of justice, tho Royal Pagoda, ‘tha 
puinona, tho barracks and tho public offices, nad official 
xosidencos, : 

Tt was tho ancient enpitel, not merely of Tongking, 
but of all Cochin China, and, ainco its foimdation in 
767 A.n. by & Chinoxo goyornoy under the mame of Dar 
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CHAPTER II, 


HANOI, 


ANOL is not only the chief town in ‘Tongking, 

: but it is the finest in Annam, and, disregarding 
Saigon as admittedly European, in all French Indo- 
China, with the single exception of Caouen, the Chinese 
town of Saigon. Formerly the population was 150,000. 
War's alarms and actual sacking reduced it for a time’ 
to an almost absolute desert, but it has now regained 
a great deal of its former population, and is without 
doubt destined to outstrip all other cities in the country. 
Té stands oy the right bank of the viver, about eighty 
miles from the sea by the shortest rotite, and practically 
consists of two distinct parts, the commercial town and 
the citadel, a huge square of about » mile to the side, 
enclosing the Tona-Doc, the Government palace, the 
treasury, the court of justice, the Royal Pagoda, the 
prisong, the barracks and the public offices, and official 
residences. ‘ 
Tt was the ancient capital, not merely of Tongking, 
but of all Cochin China, and, since its foundation in 
767 a.v. by a Chinese governor under the name of Dat- 
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La, has always maintained its superiority Over all rivals. 
First fortified in 808, it had a chequered career for 
several centuries, heing captured by Yunnan aboriginals, 
re-captured by the Chinese, and finally once more taken 
possession of by the Annamese. Extension of the country ° 


« led to the foundation, in the fifteenth century, of: a rival 


capital, Tay-Dzar, the “capital of the West,” whose 
imposing ruins yet exist in the southern province of 
Tuanst-Hoa, It was then that the name Ddna-King, 
or Tongking, which has since become the name of the 
country, was assumed. Curiously enough To-K1o, the 
capital of Japan, has the same signification, “the 
capital of the Bast,” and is written with the same 
Chinese characters, Triumphing over its vival in the 
south Hanoi, still under the name of Dénh-Kinh, it 
once more became sole capital of the country in the 
middle of the seventeenth century. Then, like all other 
towns of Annam and China, it got a double name. 
Tongking remained the official style, and the common 
people called it Kn-cxto—that is to say, the Market. 
By this name, until MM, Dupuis and Garnier penetrated 
thither in 1872, it was alone known to Turopeans, and 
Ka-oxo still appears on very many maps with or with- 
out Hanoi added. 

When Gra Lona annexed Tongking as a province of 
Cochin China, the town dropped from its pride of place 
and hecame no more than a dimple provincial chief town, 
At this period the old citadel’ was reconstructed on 
European plang, and, on the lines of the Vauban 
system, assumed its present huge dimensions. If was 
at this time also that the name of Hawor seems to have 
been applied to the town. 

Till 1872 Hanoi remained practically unknown to 


. Huropeans, except to the few missionaries, who for 
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many years had beon labouring in Tongking. In that 
yeax, however, M. Dupuis brought it into very xemark- 
able prominence. During the whole of 1878 ho per- 
sonally, of his mes for him, were in practical possession 
* of the town, as distinguished from the citadel. The 
former covers the whole mile and a half of ground 
which lies between the river and the fortified city. M. 
Dupuis had brought down with him from Tongkong a 
force of about 125 Malays, Manillamen, and Chinese, 
These were reinforced by one hundred of the Marshal of 
YViinnan’s body-guard, and later the energetic Frenchman 
ook on over a hundred of the Chinese troops disbanded 
from Bacninh. Most of these were billeted in a street 
in the north-east of the.town, called the Rue des Chinois, 
and sepazated from the neighbouring quarters in the 
usual Chinese fashion by heavy brick and mortar gate- 
ways. One of these to the present day is,called Porte 
Dupuis. 

Here and in his boats Francis Garzior found M. 
Dapuis established when he arrived in November, 1878, 
. A very short time sufficed to show that the patriotic 
old Annamese Marshal, Navyen-Tr1-Puténa, was as little 
inclined to be civil to the lieutenant and his soldiers us 
he was to the merchant and his train-band men. He 
issued proclamations forbidding the people to soll any- 
thing to the “‘brigands from Saigon,” and announcing 
that he was shortly going to chop them up into little bits. 
He flogged and imprisoned the captain of the citadel 
gate, who allowed Garnier to enter and force an inter- 
view on him. He did everything to show that-a 
peaceable end to the naval lieutenant’s mission was 
impossible. ; 

Accordingly Garnier, with his usual determination, 
resolved to seize the citadel. He had only 180 men 


GARNIER SEIZES THE OLADEL. 25 


available to attack a fortress four miles round the walls, 
and with a garrison estimated at 6,000 or 7,000 men, 
with numerous cannon mounted on the ramparts. 
The affair commenced with a bombardment of the 
north and west gates by the two gunboats, the Scorpion 
and U'Espingole, at six on the morning of November 
20th. Sub-Lieutenant Bain de la Coquerie, with 
thirty men, made a feint against the south-west gate. 
Garnier himself, with about sixty men and three one- 
ond-a-half inch guns, attacked the south-oust gate. A 
heavy musketry fire prevented the Annamese from 
serving their guns, which were mounted, en lurbette— 
that is to say, on the ridge of the walls—without cover. 
The redan covering the gate was carried with the first 
rush. A few cannon shot, fired at four or five yards’ 
distance, served to breach the city gate. Noeuyen-Tnt- 
Patina showed great bravery till a shot in the thigh 
disabled him. Then all was over. The tricolour floated 
on the tower of the citadel at five minutes to seven. 
All the mandarins wore seized and sent off to Saigon. 
The Annamege soldiery laid down their arms, and the 
citadel, with its huge store of rice, money, and other 
valuables, was in Garnier’s hands. Only one life had 
been lost, that of one of Dupuis’s Chinamen. Unyyilling 
not to have a share in the fight, though the military 
men with true professional spirit had refused his offers 
of assistance, he despatched ninety of his Chinese to 
attack the east gate. Led by Mr. Georges Viavianos, 
one of Chinese Gordon’s officers in the Ever Victorious 
army, they carried the gate gallantly, and had just got 
inside when a shell from the gunboats burst among 
them, killed one and wounded another, That was all 
the loss on the French side. The Annamese, with their 
wretched arms, naturally suffered very severely. 
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many years had been labouring in Tongking, In that 
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available to attack « fortress four miles round the walls, 
and with a garrison estimated at 6,000 or 7,000 men, 
with numerous cannon mounted on the ramparts. 
The affair commenced with a bombardment of the 
north and west gates by the two gunboats, the Scorpion 
and U'Zispingole, at six on the morning of November 
Quth. Sub-Lieutenant Bain de la Coquerie, with 
thirty men, made a feint against the south-west gate, 
Garnier himself, with about sixty men and three one- 
and-a-half inch guns, attacked the south-east gate. A 
heavy musketry fire “prevented the Annamese from 
serving their guns, which were mounted, en barbette— 
that is to say, on the ridge of the walls—without cover. 
The redan covering the gate was carried with the first 
rush. A few cannon shot, fired at four or five yards’ 
distance, sorved to breach the city gate. Navyrn-Trr- 
Pavone showed great bravery till a shot in the thigh 
disabled him. Then all was over. The tricolour floated 
on, the tower Of the citadel at five minutes to seven. 
All the mandarins were ‘seized and sont off to Saigon. 
The Annamese soldiery laid down their arms, and the 
citadel, with its huge store of rice, money, and other 
valuables, was in Garnier’s hands. Only one life had 
been lost, that of one of Dupuis’s Chinamen. Unwilling 
not to have a shate in the fight, though the military 
mén with true professional spirit had refused his offers 
of assistance, he despatched ninety of his Chinese to 
attack the east gate. Led by Mr. Georges Vlavianos, 
one of Chinese Gordon’s officers in the Ever Victorious 
army, they carried the gate gallantly, and had jy‘got 
inside when a shell from the gunboats buys among 
them, killed one and wounded another, Tift was all 
the loss on the French side. The Annamese, with their 
wretched arms, naturally suffered very severely. 
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Having once begun, Garnier could not stop. Rumours 
of barricades being constructed in the river to prevent 
him from leaving the country, forced him to send his 
lieutenants to the south, and eventually to go himaelf to 
the capitel of Nam-Dinn, His small force wag thus 
terribly reduced by the garrisons left in the different 
strong places captured. Meanwhile the Annameso had 
called in the assistance of the Black Flags, Chinese 
outlaws and 1ebels, who had established themselves on 
the upper waters of the Sona-cor. They advanced to 
« Pau-Hoat, a small mud fort on the Sdwray road, which 

had been left by the French in the hans of the native 
~ sauxiliazies, and easily occupied it, An attempt by the 
French under Midshipman Permm to drive them out 
failed. This was the fist check. Another band took 
possession of Gra Lam, a small village on the bank 
opposite Hanor. -The French were glad now to accept 
M. Dupuis’s aid.’ Still it required much shelling from 
his gunboat, the Hong-K2ang, and an ettive day’s hard 
fighting to dislodge the enemy, who returned to their 
positions again almost immediately afterwards. 

News of this bought back Garnier post-haste from 
the south. Two days after his return, on the 21st 
December, 1878, while he was engaged in discussing 
the terms of a treaty with the Annamese ambassadors, 
who had come fiom Hus, it was abruptly announced to 
him that the Black Flags were attacking the citadel, 
half a mule from the Catholic mission, where he was at 
tho moment, He hurried to the ramparts, and found 
that the Chinamen had already passed the old city wall, 
an eathen rampart that runs to the south wide of the 
citadel, and were keeping up a brisk but barmless fire, 
Shortly they got some small jingals mto position, and 
younded a man on the rampaits. A few shells, how- 
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ever, dislodged them, and they commenced slowly to 
retreah on the Annamese main body, under Prince 
Hoang Kn Vien, which throughout kept judiciously in 
the background. The enemy retired by two roads, one 
the regular Sonvay road, leading straight to Pxu-Hoat, 
the other really the old city enceinte just spoken of, 
which at the village of Tuu-L# strikes an embankment 
also leading obliquely to Pau-Hoat. The Black Flags 
showed an apparent intention of establishing themselves 
in Tau-Im. Garnier could not allow them to remain 
so close to the citadel. Accordingly he despatched his» 
second in command, Lieutenant Baluy d’Avricoutt, with 
twelve men, along the direct rond, while he himself, with . 
eightcen and a pdce de quatre, sallied on Tau-Li, Both 
had a certain number of native levies with them. :For 
a certain distance Garnier followed the 1ampart path. 
Then, fearful that the enemy would escape him, he’ 
divided his party into two, sent nine men forward to 
clear Tuu-Lt,-and himself, with the other nine and the 
cannon, struck diagonally across the rice-fields to the 
other embankment. The cannon got bogged almost. * 
immediately ; but, with his usual fiery impetuosity, he 
lofi it behind in charge of two men and hurried on. 
His men were deployed in skirmishing order, and he 
was considerably in advance of them. When he reached 
the embankment there were only three men near him 
on his left. They rushed up the slope, and were met 
with a volley. Paymaster-Sergeant Dagorne was shot 
dead through the chest. Corporal Guéiin had his 
temple grazed by a bullet, The other man turned and 
ran. Garnier disappeaied over the ridge. His men 
heard the six chambers of his revolver dischaiged in 
quick, succession, and a shout of “Rally, men! rally, 
we'll bent them!” They waited for the men who had 
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been detached to skirmish through Tuu-Li. Then they 
went over the embankment, only to find the two dead 
bodies beheaded and mutilated. So dicd the most 
gallant and talented explorer of the century. 

Two miles farther up the same embankment, Balhy, 
with his party, was boldly met and defeated. Two of 
his soldiers were killed, and he himself, recklessly in 
front, was seized and carried off struggling. It was 
only with difficulty that Dr. Chedan was able to rally 
the remainder of the party and retreat on Hanon, If it 
had not been for M. Dupuis and his Chinamen, Hanoi 
would have been taken that night. . 

The treaty of 1874 gave France a concession in Hanoi, 
a small strip of river face, about quarter of a mile Jong, 
to the south of the town. It was not for over a year that 
anything ‘was done, but the ground was then stockaded, 
a number of neat public buildings were erected, and 
a consul, with a guard of a hundred soldiers, estab- 
lished in the place. So matters remained till 1882. 
Notwithstanding that France ‘had an extremely able 
consul at Hanoi, M. le Comte Lejumeau de Kergaradec, 
the Sona-cor remained as closed as ever to commerce, 
All that M. de Kergaradec was able to do was to make 
studies of the country, and this he did with a zeal and 
ability which French party politics have prevented from 
being sufficiently recognized. 

At length, however, in 1881, M. le Myre de Villers, 
the best administrator Saigon has had, brought ‘up the 
state of affairs in Hanoi before the Home Government. 
Changes of Cabinets, however, prevented anything 
definite being done till 1882. 

On the 8rd of April of that year Commandant 
“Hoenvi Rivibre, with the Drac, a const despatch-boat, 
and the Parseval, a gunboat, cast anchor opposite the 
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French concession in Hanoi, He had about five hun- 
dred men with him, all told. At Hanoi he found Chef 
de Bataillon Berthe de Villers with the two companies of 
the consular guard, which had been there since 1881. 
TH8 mandarins wore not to be overawed by this sudden 
inerease of the garrison. They declared it was s viola- 
tion of the treaty of 1874, shut themselves up in the 
citadel, and called in troops td the number of seven or 
eight thousand from the country round about. They 
would not recognize the presence of the new comman- 
dant, and developed daily a more insulting attitude. 
Riviére therefore waa forced to adopt the saute line of 
action for which Garnier had been so condemned. He 
sent in an ultimatum, and resolved to seize the citadel. 
The attack came'off on the 28th April. The three 
yiver gunboats, the Fanfare, the Carabine, and the Mas- 
sue, commenced the bombardment. An hour later the 
field artillery was got into position, and opened fire on 
the east and north gates. The Annamese stood to their 
guns manfully for a time, but they could do little 
against the French troops. With incendiary rockets, 
however, they managed to set fire to a great portion of 
. the commercial town in the immediate neighbourhood of 
the citadel walls, and destroyed houses extending over 
an area of nearlysthree thousand yards, thus greatly 
hampering the French attack. The skirmishers, how- 
ever, succeeded in driving the defenders from the ram- 
parts and the glacis, and when at eleven o’clock the 
assault was made in two columns there was practically 
no resistance to their entrance by the breach and the 
shattered gates. The greater part of the garrison had 
already fled by the other gates, leaving forty dead and 
a great many wounded, The two chief mandarins ~ 
hanged themselves from the branches of the aged ban- 
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yan, which stands by the Lit Pagoda. The French had 
four men wounded. ' 

When Rivitre found himself in possossion of the 
citadel he was at a loss what to do with it. He seanned 
his instructions, and found that by them he was o1dered 
to reinforce the garrison at Hanoi, to establish a mili- 
tary post at the mouth of the Ts-Ho, but, above all, 
to keep on good terms with the mandarins. When he 
looked round him he saw all these mandarins prisoners, 
but nevertheless warlike preparations were going on 
everywhere. There were rumours of barriers in the 
river, and iaising of Black Flags in the,north. He com- 
promised matters. He left what mandarins there were 
in the citadel in office, and withdrew all his troops to 
the French concession, with the exception of one com 
pany which proceeded to fortify itself in the Royal Pagoda. 
He did not displage a single subordinate official, but he 
dismantled the walls. He allowed the yellow flag of 
Annam to be again hoisted from the tower, but he kept 
one gate of the citadel exclusively for himself and his 
soldieis. Then he awaited events. The governor was 
scared. He thought he had another Garnier in his 
hands. As in 1878, Saigon sent apologies to Huéd, and 
King Tu Duc seit messages of friendship to Snigon. 
Both sides waited for the next’ move. » 

The French Government was afraid to go to extremi- 
ties. The Annamese contented themselves with calling 
in tho Black Flags and appealing to China. Then there 
was a lull for months. The Black Flags occupied all fhe 


creeks and villages round about. The Chinese flocked. 


in in amysterious way. They never seemed to come in 
hodies, but there was a perpetual flow of them, and soon 
all Hanoi was full of whit were called Imperial troops. 
The French troops were practically prisoners in the 
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narrow limils of the concession, and messages to the 
company in the citadel were sent under a heavy guard. 
Rividre was a literary man of very high-strung imagina- 
tion, and this silent pouring in of Chinamen was a 
regular nightmare to him. He wrote home and to, 
Saigon about the huge Celestial camp, with its gongs of + 
bronze and its trumpets of brass ; but he received nothing 
but stringent orders to do nothing whatever. Suddenly, 
however, he was relieved of this incubus. Without any 
apparent cause which could be ascertained then, or has 
been heard of since, the flight of Chinamen disap- 
peared as silently and as expeditiously as they had 
come, Still the situation remained as much a dead- 
lock as betore. The Black Flags still held the suburbs, 
and Rivitxve remained as helpless as ever. 

At length, after eleven months of this agony to an 
excitable man, the transport Correze arrived with seven 
Inmdred and fifty men from France, “Before they set 
foot to earth at all there were signs of tho activity 
Riviére longed for. Annamese mandarins at Haiphong 
rofused to provide housing room for them, The captain 
of the transport came to take the two mud forts by 
force, but, before he could land, the Annamese took to 
flight. , 

This hint at hogtilities was immediately followed up. 
The island of Hone-aat, with its coal mines in Hanone 
Bay, was immediately occupied. Rividre himself, 
within a fortnight, went and took Nam-Dinx by assault, 
a barrier which was contemplated in the river being the 
ostensible provocation. But just as Garnier had” to 
hurry back to the capital after his capture of Naw-Divu, 
go it happened with Rividre, The Black Flags had not 
been camping round Hanoi for nothing. Their largest 
post was at Gra-ctda, a small village on the spit of Jand 
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formed by the Soxe-cor, and the Canal des Rapides. 
Here they had made entrenchments of the river embank- 
ments, and hence they issued on the night of the 26th 
March to attack the French company established in the 
Royal Pagoda. The fight went on till morning, and the 
French were only saved by their cannon. Two hundred 
men with more artillery from the French Concession 
drove the Flagmen off, and they were forced to cross the 
river under a heavy fire. 

Berthe de Villas followed them up the following day 
by an attack, with all his available forces, on Gra-ovoc. 
The heavy guns and the Hotchkiss of the Léopard lent 
him weighty assistance. The Chinamen were driven 
out, their cannon were taken, and the village burnt. 

Nevertheless, when four days afterwards Rividre 
retuned, the Ga-cuod entrenchments were already 
re-occtipied. The Chinamen and Black Flags now 
adopted different tactics. They crossed the river and 
came in from Puu-Hoat in small bands, pillaged and 
burnt in the town, and made attacks on whatever small 
bands of Frenchmen they came acrosg. Thon for about 
a month again there was o lull, Tho Chinamen were 
engaged in Yaising earthworks on the Sonray road. 
But the Annamese knew what was coming, and fled from 
the town in such numbers that in.» few weeks Hanoi 
was an absolute desert. 

In the second week of May the storm burst. One 
morning the French found the gates and the stockade 
posts of the Concession covered with copies of the fol- 
lowing defiant challenge from Liv June-Fu, the Black 
Flag chief _ 

“You French brigands live by violence in Europe 
and glare out on all the world like tigers, seeking for a 
place fo exercise your craft and crugliy, Where there is 
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land you lick your chops for lust of it; where there are 
‘riches you would fain lay hands on them. You send out 
teachers of religion to undermine and ruin the people. 
You say you wish for international commerce, but you 
merely wish to swallow up the country. There are no 
bounds to your cruelty, and there is to name for your 
wickedness. You trust in your strength, and you 
debauch our women and our youth. Surely this excites 
the indignation of gods and men, and is past the endur- 
ance of heaven or earth. Now you seek to conquer 
Annam, and behind the dummy of international com- 
merce cast the treaty aside and befool the world, that 
you may satisfy your lust for blood, capture cities, storm 
towns, slaughter Mandarins, and 10b everybody. "You 
kill the innocent, and you bribe in secret. Your outrages 
and cruelties extend everywhere. Your cimes me 
unspeakable. Not all the water of the West River would 
wash out yourshame. He who issues this proclamation 
has received behest to avenge these wiongs. He has 
taken oath to exterminate you with an army which 
bears Nz (‘Justice ') on its banners. His first desire 
was at once, with the speed of a thinderbolt, to descend 
ou your rabbit holes and exterminate you without pity 
like the veamin you are. Such would raise rejoicing in 
theheart of man, ahd would be a symbol of Heaven's 
vengeance, But Hanoi is an ancient and honouable 
town. It is filled’with honest and loyal citizens. There- 
fore could he not endure that the city should be reduced 
to ruins, and young and old be put to the sword. 
‘Therefore now do I, Liv June-Fu, issue proclama- 
tion. Know, ye French robbers, that I come to meet 
you. Rely on your strength and rapine, and lead foith 
your herd of sheop and curs to meet my army of heroes 
and see who will be master, War-Tax-I'u, an open 
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space, I havo fixed on as the field where I shall establish 
my fame. If you own that you ave no match for us; if 
you acknowledge that you carrion Jows are only fit to 
grease the edge of our blades; if you would atill remain 
alive, then behead your leaders, biing their heads to my 
official abode, leave our city, and return to your awn foul 
laits. Then I, out of regard for the Lord of Hanven, for 
humanity, and for my commission from Goverhment to 
maintain peace, will not slaughter you for meré personal 
gratification. But if you hesitate and linger on, hanker- 
ing for what you cannot take, one morning my soldiers 
will avrive, and with them dire misfortune for you. Take 
heed and yield while yet you may. Benct as mules and 
involve yourselves in ruin. Let each man ponder this 
well, while yet he may save himself from death.” 

Next day the French found that though the Black 
Flag chief wroté in ‘Excles vein, he was none the less a 
fighting man. Qn the night of the 11th May a regular 
bombardment was begun from Gra-Lam, a village oppo- 
site the northern part of Hanoi, and concealed behind 
the swelling of the river bank, The Chinamen had 
nothing but round shot and old cannon of small calibre, 
which could not do much damage ; but they kopt up the 
fire for three nights and occasionally during the day-time, 
At last, on the 14th, Rividre received the reinforscoments 
he had been waiting for, three hundred men of the naval 
brigade, and the same afternoon sent over a party which 
spiked the guns and destroyed the batteries. 

On the 16th Chef de Bataillon Beithe de Villers, 
with some cannon, a Hotchkiss gun, and about five 


“hundred men, proceeded against the works which had 


been thrown up on the Bacninh road, west of the Rapids 
Canal. The gunboats cleared the country before him 
with their shell, and so he marched over the whole five 
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‘iles which separates the Bineaot from the canal, 
burning the villages 1ight and left, and storming the 
entrenched embankment about half a mile on the Hanoi 
side of the Sona-xr. 

With the exception of their artillery—of which four 
honeycombed specimens were taken —the enemy’ had 
been found well armed. Remingtons and revolvers were 
found in the works, and altogether it was evident that 
the fighting now was to be of a different character from 
that m 1878. In sending his report of this affair home— 
the last 1epoit he ever wrote—Riviére demanded rein- 


- forcements, and gave fist voice to the foolish rumour, 


which was repented all through the campaign, that the 
Chinamen, or at-any rate the Black Flag Chinamen, 
had English and Geiman leaders among them. It is 
scarcely mecoasary to say that the assertion had ng basis 
whatever in fact. . 

The left bank of the river was now temporarily 
cleared, There remained the Black Flags at Puru-Hoar 
to settle with, These were genuine Tlax-ry, The men 
at Grsa-Lam and in the Sone-xr earthworks were almost 
certamly Chinamen from Baeninh, and not true fol- 
lowers of Liw Juna-Fu. The Pau-Hoar men on the 
uight of the 18th May had made a descent on the town, 
passed the citadel, aud for some hours kept up a violent 
fusillade on the Christian Mission, which was strongly 
protected with a ditch and a thick bamboo fence The 
guard and some of the armed proselytes managed to 
bent them oft, but it was evident that action on this side 
was as necessary as on the other bank of the river 
Riviiie had notions of attacking Sonray. At the 
beginning of the month he had sent two gunboats, the 
Léopard ond the Carabime, up the'river to reconnoitre. 
Both of them, however, ran agiound, and had some 
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smart exchange of shots with the Flagmen on tho sivay 
banks before they got off and xetiuned to TTanoi. 

He now resolved to try the road, and this led to tho 
reconnaisance, for if was nothing more, of the unlucky 
19th of May. Jour hundred men sect out at four in the 
morning moder the command of Berthe de Villers, 
Rivitxe accompanying the party in a chair, for the gay 
Parisian had not recovered from the state of nervous 
prostration which long inactivity and his chafing over 
the Chinese incubus had bought on. By midday the 
first troops came back. The rout was complete. They 
dribbled in in half-dozens at a ‘time, leaying the 
commandant dead at the Puu-Hoat bridge, and bringing 
back Berthe de Villers only to die that night. Té was 
aterrible night. There had been a council of war in 
the Concession at three in the afternoon, presided ovgr 
by the lientenaht commanding the Carabine, 50 many 
of the superior officers having fallen or been wounded, 
Tt was resolved to clear away what houses remainotl 
near the citadel walls, and to destroy the European 
stores which had slowly grown up on the north side of 
the Concession, outside the log-stockade, Tho day was 
cruelly hot, and the men, parched with their march out 
and sewry back, pomed the wine they found in the 
eafés down their throats like water. By nightfull 
many of them were hopelessly drunk. There were 
officers who stood on guard that night. A naval party, 
landed from the gunboats, worked desperately at tho 
barricades, lighted by the glow of the still burning shops. 
If the Chinamen could have attacked as well as thoy 
defended their earthworks, they must surely have taken 
Hanoi that night. But the greater number of them 
were holding high festival over the thirty heads they 
had taken, A few came and attacked the company 
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established in the Royal Pagoda inside the citadel, but 
the Hotchkiss gun kept them off. Nevertheless a good 
many of the buildings within the citadel walls were 
destroyed, some by the French themselves, some by the 
attacking Black Flags. 

The same day the Rurimaru, a chartered Iauncli, was 
hurned down to Haiphong to bring up what reinfores- 
ments could be scraped together, a few men here and a 
fow men there, The post of Hona-car, occupied only a 
couple of months before, was abandoned. Qui-NHon, a 
port on the Annamese coast, which had been held since 
1874, had all its garrison of 125 men transferred to 
Tongking. The situation was as desperate as it well 
could be, and not only in Hanoi, but it Haiphong and 
Nam-Dinz also. 

Nevertheless the Concession was not attacked, It is 
difficult to say whether Liu June-Fvu was right or wrong, 
On the one hand, he was never likely to have such an 
opportunity again. On the other, he had to consider 
thet he outnumbered the French gmrison of four 
hundred mon only by about three to one, that he had 
no cannon, and that they had many, not only behind 
their abattis, but on the gunboats, whose revolving 
Hotchkiss guns had already done terrible execution. 
But if the Concessién was not attacked, it was virtually 
in a state-of siege. The Black Flags held the town 
which now, but for them, was absolutely deserted. The 
company in the citadel was reduced to live on biscuits 
and tinned provisions, and could only be re-victualled by 
a iegular expedition over the two miles of giound which 
separated it from the Concession. : 

ive hundyed troops, three hundred of them Anna- 
mese Turailleus, were hurried up from Saigon. Close 
after them came Bouet, the general commanding the 
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troops in Cochin China, IIe could not assumo tho 
offensive, but he occupied himself, pending the arrival 
of reinforcements from France, in perfecting the defences 
and in cleaving and widening the street, the Rue des 
Incrusteurs, which led from the Concession to the 
citadel. At the same time also was veised the auxiliary 
corps of Yellow Flags, outlaw Chinamen like the Black 
Flags, but their deadly enemies. This arm, placed 
under the command of Captain Georges Vuavranos, the 
ald Chinese Gordon soldier, did good service not only 
in fatigue work, but in furnishing information about the 
enemy’s doings. 

Shortly afterwards Dr. Harmand was appointed 
Commissary General of the Republic in Tongking. 
This was a terrible mistake. The doctor had seen 
some fighting under Garnier in Tongking; he therefore 
thought himself a soldier, and he also though he knew 
all about the country. He had been consul at Bangkok, 
and had bullied the Siamese into obedience to his 
slightest nod; he therefore considered, himself a poli- ‘ 
tician. He came up with a flight of civil servants, 
French and Annamesge, and wanted to commence tho 
administration of the country, » year—if not moro— 
before it was ready for it. His conceit and presumption 
eventually brought about the resignation of General 
Boutt, the best commander, with perhaps the exception 
of Admiral Courbet, whom the French have had in 
Tongking. 

Admiral Courbet arrived in Tongking, with the nowly 
formed Tongling naval division, in the early part of 
Julye A few days beforo him had been landed the 
reinforcements from France, numbering between four 
thousand and five thousand men. Hanoi was now safe 
enough, and the French and other storekeepers returned 
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and bujlt themselves new places of business. But the 
dubious fighting of August and September did not 
yeassuro the natives, though the enemy waa driven 
farther and farther back, and it was not dill after the 
capture of Sdnzay, in December, that the Tonglinese 
really began to come back to their old capital. 

Tho explosion of the reserve ammunition, brought back 
from that place to Hanoi and stored on the river bank 
north of the Concession, destroyed almost all the newly 
built foreign stores. Itis a question, however, whether 
this disaster for the unfortunate tradesmen, thus burnt 
out twice m half a year, was not a benefit to the town in 
general, for the shops then necessarily huddled for pro- 
tection under the log walls of the Concession, and are 
now scattered over a great part of the town, and greatly 
impiove its appearance, besides tending to keep the 
place quieter, fiom the presence of Huropeans among 
the natives, It is difficult to say what the population 
of the capital now is, but after the capture of Bacninh 
it had probably risen to 100,000, and since then it has 
been increasing almost daily. 





CHAPTER III. 


WALKS IN HANOI, 


ANOI is builé on an absolutely flat stretch of ground, 
and one would not expect to find many elements 
of bonuty in it., Nevertheless it ig undoubtedly a fine 
town. It extends along the river face for a distance of 
quite a mile and a half, and covers all the space inter- 
yening between there and the vitadel. In the contre of 
the town there is a small Jake, between quarter and half 
a mile long. Most of the Annamege houses round the 
borders have been cleared away, and when the banks 
have been altered, and a roadway run all round, this 
must eventually become a very charming place, adorned 
as-the two islands already ave by picturesque templos. 
There are several other little lakelots, at present hardly 
to be got at, and serving for wallowing places for 
buffaloes, and spots where the Tongkinese, male and 
female, wash their clothes and themselyes with a Inok 
of modesty fortunately unusual among Orientals, These, 
with French taste to look after them, offer fine material 
for adornment. There can be no dispute that Hanoi , 
will eyentually far surpass Saigon, fine town ag ib is, 
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just as it is eventually destined to supplant Saigon as 
the chief town of the French possessions in the far East, 
At present, however, little but canteens and cafés are 
being run up. The Rue des Incrusteurs, the main street 
to the citadel, and the only street which as yet has the 
European-Oriental appearance, is mainly lined: with 
these establishments, except where there are others of a 
atill less satisfactory character, interspersed with a few of 
theoldnative houses, wheretheinlaid-ware manufacturers, 


who gave their name to the thoroughfare, still keep on * 


their shops. In July, 1888, this street was only a mere 
mud-track, where the incautious pedestrian frequently 

. Bab down without premeditation and with discomfort. 
On each side xan a noisome open drain, over which one 
serambled by precarious bamboo bridges to the houses 
on either side, Now all this is altered. The mud has 
become a spacious metalled roadway. The draims are 
filled wp, and from the Porte de France, an ancient brick 
gateway with two dilapidated lions on the pillars, close 
to the Coneéssion, one thight drive two four-in-hands 
abreast almost all the way to the citadel. 

This street is the most convenient from which to start 
to wiew the city. South of it there is almost nothing. 
On the river face is the French Concession, surrounded 
by its log-stockaces which to-day encloses nothing but 
the public buildings and official residences. T'axther 
west is the Sarptqurnim, the old mint, whero the national 
“cash” were made under the superintendence of an 
official called the Cat-Cuoo-Ditc-Timn. There is reason- 
able ground for belief that no more irritating coin has 
been inflicted on suffering humanity than the Annamese 
sapeque. They are round, a little smaller than a 
shilling, with a square hole punched through the middle. 
The best of them are made of copper, mixed with from 
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thirty to forty per cent, of zinc, but the majority aro 
made of zine pure and simple. They are cast, and not 
struck like European coins. Sixty of them mako a 
Tren, Ten Tren make a Quan, and when ono has the 
whole, six hundred they axe only worth ninepence, 
These are tied together in a string with a bit of bamboo, 
which hag an unhappy knack of breaking, and then it 
takes half an hour to gather a franc off the floor, Ten 
Quan ave tied up in a bundle like a brick to form a Crue, 
and when ono has this it is necessary to hire a coolie to 
carry seven and sixpence. The coolie gets a bamboo 
pole, fastens the Cuvo to one end and a brick to the 
other, and carries it over his shoulder. In addition to 
this the dismal sdpeque is, absurd as it may appear, 
liable to the most extraordinary fluctuations in value as 
compared with silver. Sometimes it falls to its own in- 
trinsic value, which is a descent boyond the power of 
human language, evenof Annameselanguage. Atono time 
the cent, which was worth thirty-nine cash in Haiphong,’ 
fetched forty-five in Hanoi. # we had had a small fect 
of ships it would have actually been possible to make 
a small sum of money through the exchange, Latterly 
copper has been very seldom introduced into the 
sapeque’s composition, It is too much wanted for 
domestic utensils, and, pace M. Dupuis, very little copper 
comes down to Tongking from Yimnan. ‘The conse- 
quence is that to its other drawbacks the Annamose 
cash adds the objection of being very brittle. One can- 
not pile any number of quan, or ligatures, as the French 
call them, upon one another without the certainty of 
breaking some of the detestable little coins. Then the 
bamboo strings haye all to be undone and fresh sapeques 
strung on. It is small consolation to be told after’ all 
this that they are made on a perfect mathematical 
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system, and that twenty-seven of them placed edge to 
edge make up the Annamese unit of measuré, Units of 
measure of this kind are altogether out of place in the 
nineteenth century. It may be hoped that the French 
will not make in Tongking the mistake they made in 
Saigon. There they actually struck off a number of cash 
with Cochin-Chine~Frangaise stamped on them, and kept 
the arsenal months at work punching holes through 
these anachronisms. Itis one of the few things recorded’ 
to the national credit that the Cochin Chinese stubbornly 
refused to have anything to do with the sapeques, and, 
as far as is lnown, they still ocoupy several sheds in 
what remains of Saigon Citadel. It is also a redeeming 
point in the Tongkinese character that they infinitely 
prefer French sous or Hong Kong cents to their own 
coinage. This is, however, the less surprising, seeing 
how much more valuable these coins axe. Nevertheless 
ancient cash are very much prized as amulets. Women 
hang those of Wana-Mana, dating from the year 9 3.<., 
round their necks to enstive the birth of a son, and there 
are always some old coins let into the back of the 
images set up in the places of worship. Tho fact that 
the Sapequeric is now utilized as barracks for the native 
troops induces the hope that the Annamese cash may be 
allowed to die out: 

A little farther along the Rue des Incrusteurs, beyond 
the point where the Royal Road to Hus strikes to the 
south, is the Cane pes Lerrris, the place where the 
biennial official examinations used to beheld. In Tong- 
king, as in China, official posts were only to be got by 
public examination, and it was here that the candidates 
for the higher grades were tested. One can still recog- 
nize the long rows of little cells where the aspirants 
were shut up, though the place, like the mint, is now 
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turned into bauracks. On the other side of the road is 
the large mission compound, where there are a few 
houses, school-buildings, and the like, surrounded by 
prettily laid-out grounds. The church, which was burnt 
down by the Black Flags on the 18th May, 1888, has 
not yet been rebuilt, and an appeal to the soldiery for 
funds has not met with very satisfactory results, 

It is, however, all to the north of this street, fo the 
north of the central lake in fact, that the real com- 
mercial town lies, Hanoi does not differ very materially 
from other O1iental towns. The whole place has an 
essentially Chinese character about it, but 1b is in a way 
much superior to the majority of Chinese aties, Tho 
streets are fairly wide, for the most part paved with 
broad sun-dried tiles, and greatly superior to the nar- 
row lanes of Canton, where there is barely room for a 
chair to pass without incommoding the traffic. The 
houses, too, though seldom high, are substantially and 
neatly builé of bricks covered over with white chunam. \ 

The Chinamen keep themselves apart and form streets 
of their own, closed in the usual way with the gate 
under the Parrane portal at each end, They are tho 
great traffickers—the bankers, usuvers, and agents for 
Hong Kong and Canton houses. The principal trade ig 
in silk and rice, and they usually mingle in their lordly 
way with the Tongkineso only to do business. Bound 
about the big merchants, however, group the poorer 
Chmamen who have come to make their fortunes, and 
who start as clerks, or overseers, and sometimes ag 
artisans, occasionally even as simple coolies. The 
mandarins always found them the most laborious and 
the most able workmen, and the few that have ventured 
to stay under French rule are mainly employed ag con- 
tractors and purveyors. Their communities are por- 
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fectly Chinese—the stieets lined with narrow, deep 
shops; the pendant wooden signboaids with characters 
in red and blue and gold; the big swinging black and 
yellow and red lanterns, and the busy arid animated 
crowd. Handi will not be really prospe.ous pen till 
more of them come to settle there. 

There is much less activity in the Annamese quarters. 
According to the common Eastern practice, and indeed 
as was formerly the caso in Europe, cach particular 
species of trader has his own special quarter. Phus one 
finds a whole street full of silk-workers, where the 
women do elaborate embroidery and brocade work with 
brnight-coloured and gold thread, fantastic patterns ; 
where one bas to be told which is the sun dud which a 
simple cloud, which is the dragon and which the angel, 
and which a simple ordinary mortal, whether a thing is 
® mountain or a house, and so on, avild enough in 
design, but nevertheless with cleverly blended colours 
and a considerable amount of artistic sense. These 
silk-workers developed quite a new industry during the 
Tongking campaign. They worked fire-soreens and 
small table-covers representing incidents in the war. 
The favourite design was a French soldier carrying a 
tricolour over his shoulder. Above were inscriptions 
valying according to the customers to be attracted. It 
mught be 1 bat. Legion Ktrangére, or Fus-hers Maris, 
or 82me d'Infanterie de Marine. On the sides appeared 
“Sontay,” Hors,” “ Naw-Ding,” “ Bacnra,” and so 
on; while others, to attract the blue-jackets, added 
“ Proven,” “Borate,” “ Troan,” “ Fanrare,” and the 
names of others of the river flotilla. Below finally was the 
device “ Un contre dia.” They were fairly well executed, 
but occasionally there was great trouble over the letters. 
One might appear lying on its face, or capsized on its 
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back, or turned wrong way first. On the whole, how- 
ever, the work showed more skill and desire to make 
money than pattiotic feeling, Little embroidered silk 
tobacco-pouches with ferocious Turcos and much boarded 
Frenchmen on them were also in great demand. 

Alongside the embroiderers one often finds painters on 
a humble scale, men who execute the scrolls and mytho- 
logical devices which the Annamese are so fond of 
hanging up in their houses. To the ordinary sketches 
of Fantai, the god of war, the three Buddhas, and 
various illustrations of popular legends, the artists of 
1888 added scenes of the capture of Sontay and Baoninn, 
wherein the Chinamen were represented as flying helta- 
skelter. The citadols were curiously like the medimval 
productions one sees in old tapestry, and all the French 
were in heroic attitudes. These enterprising gentlemen 
had even a gieater success than their neighbours the 
embroiderers, The same people offen make up the 
paper-offerings of hoots and clothing and what not, to 
be offered up in the temples and on the ancestral shrine, 
Farther along one finds a street full of tumers, with a 
fairly satisfactory lathe with which they turn wooden 
dvinking bowls and platters, but chiefly articles for 
pagoda worship. In another quartor one finds carpon- 
ters who manufacture nothing but boxes, of difforeut 
sizes, round and square and so on, but still nothing bub 
boxes. Other carpentets deyote their energies to tho 
production of coffing only, and in the crogs-streats, 
running towards the Customs House, there, is a whole 
quarter full of these dismal handioraftsmen. Blaok- 
smiths, tailors, dealers in pottery ware—all have .their 
special localities, There is a conyenicnce in the arrango- 
mént in this way, that if one cannot get the precise 
thing one wants in one shop, it is only naceHesry to step 
next doox to see a fresh selection. 


' 
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But except the embroidery and the inlaid mother-of- 
péax] work, of which something will be said in the 
chapter on Namw-Divg, there is nothing specially worthy 
of notice in Hanoi industries. Itis much more interest- 
ing to stroll about watching the people. They are nota 
race for which one can feel any enthusiastic regard, and 
it is ag well to limit one’s observations to inspection 
from a distance. Thoy axe frightfully dirty, and their 
neighbourhood 1s therefore unpleasant. They lie with 
the equanimity of Ananias turned auctioneer, they steal 
with a tranquillity which suggests the beginning or the 
end of all things, they have not morality worth a cent, 
and their company is therefore undesitable. It is to be 
feared that in Hanoi at any rate they are not improving, 
The habits of soldiers of any nation ave hardly elevating, 
and the French soldier is, if anything, a little worse than 
his brethren of other nationalities. Consequently one 
finds the women cither too familiar or too frightened. 
Half the men scowl and get inside their houses, and the 
other half hold one hand dver the oar, as if they had the 
enrenche—a motion intended to represent a military 
salute—and say, Bon jour, Capitaine, The little boys are 
too apt to mistake one for a Turco, or a soldier of the 
Infantry of Marine in Mufti, and one would be glad to 
think that the lowest depth of gracelesaness and depravity 
was reached by Annamese boys, 

At the street comers, andin front of many of the 
houses, one notices the little shrines to the spirits, good 
and bad, who are so universally worshipped throughout 
Indo-China, Most of them, little dog-kennel-like things, 
have a few joss-sticks, some faded flowers, and a few 
grains of rice deposited in them, but some are very 
ricketty, and there is nothing like the regard shown for 
them that ope sees in Bangkok, for example. Thé 
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Annamese is not zealous, even in Saanantsw—the only 
faith he veally has. Novertheless, sido by sido with 
these signs of a degrading cult is to be seen the type of 
a mystical ashgion. On the gates of the joss-houses, 
painted on cloths hung from the gables of the houses, 
on the front part of the roofs of boats, there is roprosentod 
a circle, whose mass is divided by a curved line into two 
convoluted and closely united parts. This ia to be seen 
inscribed everywhere in China as in Annam. It is tho 
emblem of Tao, of the supreme reason, explained by 
the philosopher Lao-rsv. It is the spiritual principle 
sepaiated from the materiel principle of matter, It is 
the personification of the supremo 
unknown Being who impregnated 
chaos and primordial matter, Lao- 
tsu says of it:— It wheels about 
in boundless space without under. 
going change. It may be considered 
the mother of the universe. I know 
no name for it, bué I call it*Tao, supreme, universal 
veason. I am forced to name it, and therefore dofino 
it by its attributes. I call it grand, sublime, This 
being granted, I say farther, it is that which extends 
through space. This attribute being granted, I call it 
the Remote, the Tyfinite and the Remote; the Infinite is 
that whack is opposed to me.” ! 

All this transcendentalism is lost on the Annamese. 
He regards the mystic symbol qs littl more than a 
picture which in some way biings good Inck and protects 
him against evil spivits. He not ungeldom adds tays to 
the simple emblem and imagines it gives greater virtue. 

Another device which is found on old coins, and is 
sométimes to be seen on the interior walls of Yastuns, 
and in the fresco painting of temples, is still moro 
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curious and interesting. ‘This is the emblem of royalty, 
uhited tq the sacred sign of ancient religion, to symbolize 
no doubt the temporal and ‘spiritual powers joined to- 
gether in the person of the sovereign. This religions 
sign, this evoss with the limbs hooked at the extremities, 
is a heritage of prehistoric times, It is the Svasrzxa, 
the Anant of the Avyas, the life-giving staff — 
from which issued, the ptre A@nr at the } 
player of the Virco priest, under the in- a 
fluence of the rod Pramaraa, It was the 
religious deviee of ou. most remote ancestors. It in- 
spired, m the days of Sapra Sinpnv, the singers of the 
Rig-Véda hymns, and, strange to say, it is found, in an 
almost unchanged form, stamped on the baked earth 
biicks which are found mixed with stone axes at Sou- 
Rone-Sen in Camboja, which again seem to resemble 
wonderfully the specimens which Dr. Schliemann has 
dug up fom under the ruins of Troy. 

Such curious relies of antiquity are, however, altogether 
lost upon the modern Annamese. Hoe is much more 
interested in a marriage procession which comes down 
‘the street with much noise and tumulf. In front walks 
the head of the bridegroom’s family, who is to do the 
talking for the young man, Before him are two large 
lanterns suspended on sticks, and with the name of the 
family insorbed on their paper sides, Behind him 
comes the bridegroom, followed by a huge tray of betel 
and two bachelors, who may be called his best men. 
Then follows the Mar-Dona, the go-between, who takes 
auch a large part in most alliances in Indo-China, The 
father of the happy youth occupies a comparatively 
humble position behind the Mat-Dona, and is supported 
by four retainers carrying lanterns, who separate him 
fiom his own wife, likewise followed by lanterns borne 
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by blushing shaldeus, Thon comes the go-between's 
wife, and after her such of the family relations as are 
supposed to be a credit to the name. Then como tho 
tagrag and bobtail, among whom, however, muat be no 
one wearing the mourning colour, white. That would 
bring misfortune on the young couple, so that all in 
mourning and all pregnant women are expected to got 
out of the way of such a cor tdge. 

We see the party wheel into the young lady’s house. 
There the marriage is fixed; for, though every other 
person in the procession has a huge umbrella held over 
him, thig is not the real marriage day. Itis the final 
binding over of the two to one ginother. This is the 
second rite. They have alrondy been formally betrothed, 
perhaps some years before. Though, barring rico and 
fish, women are about the cheapest thing in Annamese 
marketa, marxiage is a very formidable matter. For 
mandaring, the Kiterati and distinguished people gener- 
ally, there are six different ceremonies to be gone through, 
very much the same as those in China. People less 
exalted have less trouble, but even with them it is a 
fearsome business. 

Marriages are all arranged for young people of any 
pretentions to family by their parents, usually through 
the go-betweon, but sometimes directly, Negotintions 
ave entered into. There aro mutual sacrifices at the 
ameestral altavs. The young man sends jowela and 
“fmery, and the maiden sends betel-nut and cigarettes, 
When it is agreed that the two are likely to suit one 
another, which is gettled by the old people—the young 
man being considered very naughty if he endeavours to* 
satisfy himself by rude, vulgar, personal inspection—the 
hetrothal day is fixed upon. This is done by a consi- 
deration of the respective hours and days on which the 
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two were born, <A lucky time must be chosen. Then 
the young man goes in procession to the young lady’s 
house. He prostrates himself before the family altar, 
lays on it a red paper stating his aspirations, and sug- 
gesting a day for the next ceremony. Then red candles 
are lighted, and everybody drinks rice-spivit dyed red. 
Betweon this betrothal and the second formality, the 
passage of which we have just seen in the street, there 
are more presents exchanged, among which figures 
prominently a black pig. 

This is eaten at the second ceremony ; there is more 
burning of candles and prostrations before the altars of 
the fair maiden’s ancestry, and every one drinks all the 
rica-wine he can carry. : 

Now comeg the hard time for the youth. He has to 
go to the house of his future parents-in-law and work 
there for his wife. It is the regular biblical patriarchal 
business over again, except that, though he may have 
to work for years, he cannot have any other than the 
veritable damsel contracted for delivered to him. He 
may not like her, but if he draws back now he has to 
pay smart-money. The same custom is said still to 
prevail among the Taganocs of Manilla. Young Anna- 
mese are wont to complain that they have a veal bad 
time of it, and have such a terror of the mother-in-law, 
that they shun hey from the moment she becomes so by 
. law, a8 much aa Westerns do a couple of years after, 
marriage. 

At length, however, the marriage day comes. There 
are more presents, among which mugt be a white goose 
and gander—rather bitter this. The Mar-Done has also 
to deliver over to the girl's father the ‘ marriage 
money,” usurlly a hundred ligatures, £4. Parents who 
value their daughters higher axe supposed to draw 


52 WALKS IN ITANOT. 


down bad Iuck upon the couple. Thon the marriage 
contract is drawn up on red paper. It is signed by the 
chiet parties, by the parents, and is also, in cases of 
respectable: burgesses, furnished with tho village sonal. 
There is therefore something moro than the mere 
publicity of the thing in the Annamose marriage rite. 
They ave therefore perhaps a little in advance of the 
Burmese and the Indo-Chinese races, but divoreo is juat 
as common for all the written act of marriage. 

The final procession on the marriage day is much 
the samo ag that already described. Only instoad of 
putting on but one suit of clothes over his ordinary 
dirty apparel, the bridegroom decks himself out in 
several, The outermost coat has wide sleeves, much too 
Jong in the arm, in the Colestial fashion. A young man 
who thinks himself very superior will often substitute 
for the usual*black, silk-orape turban o turveted head- 
gear somewhat like a mitre. 

The actual ceremony is, not very impressive. It 
takes place in the bride’s home, Candles are placed on 
the family altar along with the usual plato of betel. 
The girl’s father delivers a specch, in which ho announces 
to his forefathers that ho js marrying his daughtor 
Houvey-Tran (the Pearl of Jet), aged so'many years, to 
Nat, the gon of Doav-nati-nat. Ile involkos ancestral 
Approbation and long life for the happy pair, and then, 
with the young man’s father, pvostrates himsolf four 
times before the altar. The two mothors go through the 
same prostrations, Then it is the turn of the bride and 
bridegroom ; but after they have shown due regard for 
the ancients of the fantily, they have to “Imook their 
heads” before both the fathers, both the mothers, and 
a goodly number of their more elderly relations. Thon 


the ceremony is oyer, 
t 
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All then go in procession to the bridegroom’s house, 
the newly married couple at the head, under festive 
umbrellas, the bridegroom with his two best men, the 
bride with her two maids and the box with her trous- 
seau. The road is barred by children with a red thread, 
reminding oue of the “ gold and silver cord” of Burma. 
As in Burma, its safe removal must be paid for. 

The entrance to the town is sprinkled with red dust. 
Inside, the ancestral altars ave veyerenced as in the 
bride's home, and the unfortunate pair have to “knock 
their heads” again. After this they are conveyed into 
the nuptial chamber, which has been carefully prepared 
and garnished beforehand with red candles, incense 
sticks, tea, wine, sweet stuff, and finally thirty-six quids 
of betel, Their conductor is an old gentleman who has 
been selected because of the luck he is supposed to 
bring. He lights the candles and the joss-sticks, pours 
out a libation,, and invites the favour of Té Ba Navyer, 
the spirit of the red threads (symbolizing the marital 
bonds), and of the “lady” of the moon. Then they 
dink wine together. The bride offers a cup to her 
husband and says, “ Drink that our union may last a 
hundred years. In everything I must obey you, and I 
will never venture to contradict, you.” The husband 
drinks and returns the compliment, saying, ‘ Drink this 
wine. May we live a hundretl years together. You 
must obey my father and mother, and live on good terms 
with my relations, be faithful to mo in everything, and 
never deceive me.” Then they set to work to get 
through the betel, and the jam, and the tea, after which 
formidable task they go out to the marriage party, who 
have been regaling themselves outside. That finishes 
the matter, but for the next three days neither husband — 
nor wife may leave the house, nor separate for any 
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length of time. Then the wife goes to work, and tho 
husband takes it easy: 

It is always casy to know whon a child has been bom 
in an Annamose house, espesially in the country villagos. 
A shoot of bamboo is thrust into the ground in front of the 
door, and to this 18 fastened a bit of wood charred at orto 
end. A glanco at this determines the sex of the new 
arrival. If st is a boy the burnt end is turnod towards 
the house; if 16 is a daughter the wood is reversed. 
This is to symbolize that the boy may one day succeed 
his father in the management of the house, while tho 
girl is destined to go forth among strangers. As in 
China, each child is considered a year old when it is 
born, and another is added on the first day of tho new 
year, tho Tix, ‘Thus a child born on the last day of 
the year ia tyo years old next day. Tho result is to 
make New Year's Day a general fonst, for every one is 
year older that day. It is cumous that savagos as well 
as civilized people should zejoice because they aro a 
year older, 

A month after birth a lucky old man or woman is 
called in to name the child. Tho Ln-Kx, or some book 
of equal estimation, is passed, with a mumblod benedis- 
tion, before the infant’s lips, and thon tho dow fom a 
freshly cut flower is sprinkled on its facg. Tho child ig 
then named, and its relations proceed to drink Sansioo, 
and eat pig and dog. After a year the child is formally 
intioduced to its ancestors, and these worthies aro 
informed of its name and sex, They are often, whether 
boys or girls, set to work at five or six years old, and 
haye then assurance and impudence enough for—what- 
ever age may be supposed to justify importinence, 

‘We have drifted somowhat away from Hanoi streets, 
The sight of a mandarin passing through tho oapital ia 


ee 
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somewhat rare now, but one does occasionally come 
across the Tona-poo making a visit to some Fyvench 
officer. He has still his grand palanquin, or cord 
hammock 1ather, with its big carved and gilded bamboo 
pole and its gorgeous red silk curtains and hangings, 
his two umbrellas in front of it, his military guard, his 
servants with their store of bundles and mysterious 
bamboo boxes and mats, his secretaries with their 
paraded brushes and platters for China ink. But he 
does not care to show them. His bearers have to get 
out of the way of any casual strolling French linesman; 
his motley train is sure to be laughed at, and even the 
townspeople are afraid to show any respect, lest they 
should be considered anti-French. 

To be sure of seeing him one is forced to pay him a 
visit. He is humbly lodged compared with his former 
grand establishment inside the citadel? but still ho 
‘manages to keep up some dignity. He gets up to 
receive his visitor, leads him to a seat, and then seats 
himself in cross-legged fashion on the other side of the 
little table, such as one finds in Chinese Yamuns. On 
the outspread mats on the floor are scattered papers, 
betel-boxes, water-pipes, tea-services, the big national 
conital hats, peacock fans, beer, brandy, and absinthe. 
He probably offers some of the latter immediately along 
with a cigarette, possibly rolled by his own dirty, long- 
nailed fingers. He is a skinny, insignificant-looking 
creature, with his chignon and the upper part of his 
forehead swathed in a turban of black, national silk- 
ciape. His large thick-soled 1¢d‘ sandals lie on the 
floor, Over his ordinary dress he has a fine em- 
broidered blue silk tunic, lamentably soiled at the neck 
and the sleeves, If you are a Frenchman he does 
his utmost to be agreeable. He plays the bon gargon. 
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When he is not laughing boisterously he has a forced 
and yepulsive smile. He has gusts of amiability, when 
he can hardly keep from clasping his guost to his bosom, 
and he talks in a beaming way of the happiness and 
prosperity which ave already beginning to shine in tho 
eountenances of the population. He rattles away, in fact, 
to conceal what he thinks. 

But with a foreigner, other than a Frenchman, his 
manner changes. He does his best to maintain » stolid 
silence, and, when he is not forced to answer a question, 
simply grins fatuously. He becomes terribly dense, and 
passes the time of the interview by having to get every- 
thing laboriously explained to him, while he audibly 
sexatchea his legs and shoulder-blades with his two-inch 
long finger-nails. Ho tries nervously to look round 
impossible corners to see if there are spies about, 
and would fath keep you dyinking to prevent you from 

‘talking. The Hut mandarings have always been a bad 
lot, but those that have retained office under the French, 
and profess friendliness to the Protectorate, are probably 
the very worst of them. ‘The only time when he is 
sincere is probably when he speeds you on yow way, 
and wishes you the Three Abundances and the Three 
Longevities. The Three Abundances are of days, goods, 
and children—thnt is to say, long posterity. The Threo 
Longevities ave for yourself, your children, and your 
reputation. The Annamese consider that there are 
three kinds of old age—supreme, middle, and inferior, 
To the highest degiee is sacred the Car-Mar, a kind of 
Rheedia, a very vaxe tree, whose dried flowers are used 
to impart ® flavour to tea, and which lives to a hundred 
years, To the middle degree is consecrated the pine, 
which is supposed to attain the age of eighty, while the 
bamboo represents the lowest stage with seventy years. 
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Such pions aspirations naturally lead one to the 
Great Lake, north of the city, where temples and 
religious houses abound. ‘This is a huge shallow sheet 
of water two and a half miles long by two broad or 
thereabouts. The way thither takes one through the 
poorer parts of the town. One soon leaves the solid 
brick-and-tile houges behind, and gets into a region of 
wretched wattled bothies with roofs of palm-leaf ox rice- 
straw thatch. This was the favourite huntimg-ground of 
French linesmen who were up to mischief, and it was 
sad to see how many indulged in that pursuit. No 
wonder so many of them got skin diseases. If one 
takes the road which skirts the walls of the citadel, the 
first view of the lake is from the temple of the Grand 
Buddha. This is a huge sitting image, said, but pro- 
bably erroneously, to be of Japanese make, It is fully 
twonty feet high, with helm and hauVerk and sealy 
breast armour. Held perpendicularly, grasped between 
the two hands, isa sword, the point resting on a tortoise, 
and the blade entwined with a serpent. The gloom of 
the inner shrine where he stands is heightened by 
musty, olive-brown curtains, and the eyes are turned 
fiercely on the speaker. Enough hag been said to show 
that this is no Buddha, though it may please the de- 
based Annamese to call itso. The great teacher should 
be represented with calm eyes wrapped in the pure con- 
templation of Nirvana, and to put a sword in the hands 
of him who “‘ne’er took the life of meanest thing upon 
its upwaid path” is a palpable absurdity. - 

There is a rapacious monk in charge of the place, 
and the French have filled tho anti-chapel with a 
military post, so that the arms-racks stand side by side 
with the figures of the Buddha’s disciples. We leave 
the place, and turn to the right, across a sort of embank- 
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ment bridge, which cuts off a corner of the lake. The 
view is sufficiently picturesque. There is a high wooded 
bank on tho eastern side, and the temples and monas- 
teries on it ‘and on the numerous wooded islets serve to * 
relieve the otherwise intolerable monotony of the wide 
expanse of water and the flatness of the surrounding 
country. 

To visit these religious houses one has to pass through 
the city wall at a place where the French have raised a 
large brick block house, with a couple of guns to defend 
the noithein approaches to the town. It is not easy to 
find one’s way into the finer buildings, which are all 
situated on the islands, It is necessary to meander about 
among the houses, for there are no roads, and this 
causes te11ible alarm among the women and boys, great 
barking of dogs, and barring of doors and windows. 

Nevertheless in the oarly days of 1884, when few 
Frenchmen ventured outside the city walls, and the 
monks were not yet scared enway, the writer was for- 
tunate enough to see a religious servico in one of these 
joss-houses. There was @ large brick-paved court in 
font with a wall all round, and a highly ornato gateway 
on the face opposite the tomple. Tho temple itself was 

* quite open towards this court, with simply a few wooden 
pillars to support the roof, In the background was the 
altar of the Buddha, who was represented as a highly 
Chinese-looking personage, very highly paintod, and sup- 
ported on either side by disciples. Tho lower edges of 
the altar were covered with wooden sacrificial vessels, 
incense braziers, cups of oil with wicks in. them, spiral 
joss-sticks, and the like, 

In front of this was the altar for offerings, with more 
sacrificial utensils, paper boots, piles of bars of silver 
and gold in paper, flowers, rice, and fruit, On either 
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side were racks of processional weapons in pairs on long 
poles—a griffin’s head, a closed hand with a pencil 
grasped in it, another with the forefinger extended, o 
tiger’s head, the hammer of the gods, swords and 
spears. To the right and left, in what might be called 
the chancel, were two niches avith Arawats in them ; 
and beneath these, two rocky-like structures with frames 
in litile cavities representing what had the appearance 
of scenes of the Last Day. On the left-hand side the 
righteous were admitted into a kind of Paradise, where 
was enthroned a majestic Buddha, with other divinities 
by his sidg. On the right were representations of the 
punishments of the damned. Hugo devils, with tail 
and talons, were depicted pitchforking the wicked with 
barbed and corkscrew lances into different hells, where 
there were other victims hung, impaled, drowned, 
roasted, stiipped of their flosh, Side by side were two 
cloverly modelled figures which showed considerable 
artistic humour, One was o fat, complacent individual, 
clasping with podgy hands a Falstaffian belly; the 
other was a mere skeleton, all skin and bone, the bones 
being very carefully studied, They were regarding one 
another as the rich man and Lazarus might have dons. 

On either side of the contial table with its lighted 
enndles were figures—one a commonplace good spirit, 
with the seanty chin-beard and moustache common to 
the Annamese, and with a very vacant face, intended, 
no doubt, to express good-will; the other was unmis- 
takably an evil spirit, and the carver had evidently 
devoted much study to the subject with very remarkable 
sucess. Possibly he had a bad conscience, The 
cieature stood on one foot, with the other drawn up as 
in a demoniac dance, He clasped a book to his bieast, 
and in the other hand brandished a pencil, as thongh he 


60 WALKS IN HANOL, 


were a kind of recording devil. The faco wore a ghoulish 
grin, and had a yvemarkablo resemblance to that of 
Satan in the celebrated picture of the temptation of 
Chrigt on the lofty mountain. 

Round about, seated and knecling, wero some twenty 
or thirty devotees, some near the boll on the left, some 
near the gong on the vight, In the chancel, if ii may 
be so called, was an old monk presiding over a choir of 
a dozen others, Ie was wasted away to a mero skeloton, 
and was reading the lauds at the top of his voice, in- 
toning them in regular Buddhist fashion, so that, 1f one 
had closed his eyes, it was possible to imagine a Romish 
priest chanting the mass. But it was impossible to 
keep one’s eyes off the old man. Now and then he wns 
rheasured and solemn, but far oftener he scomed as if 
in an inspired ecstasy, stretching out his hands and 
making uncahny gestures with his fingers at a prodigious 
pace, The worshippers seomed altogether unimpressed, 
and talked away to one anothor as if nothing were going 
on, but without affecting tho oolebrant. When he 
ceased for a time, apparently from exhaustion, tho choir 
commenced a kind of liturgy, with tho accompanimont 
of several flutes and a primitive kind of violin. Aftor a 
time the old monk rang o little bell, and the chorus 
ceased, to let him bogin his recitation again. Ilo 
became more and more excited, interlaced his fingers 
nervously, cast his eyos over the congregation, throw 
himself on his face, and violently rung the bell. Thexe- 
upon all the crowd, who all this time had been indig- 
criminately talking, joking, laughing, praying, singing, 
and even sleeping, prostrated themselves on thoir faces 
for full a minute, Then apparently all was beginning 
over again, when some ono noticed the foreigner ontsido. 


There was a stifled shriek. The religions sentterod in 
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all divections, the assisting monks commenced putting 
up the boards which closed the front entrance, and the 
old celebrant came out and, humbly chin-chinning, 
begged that information might not be laid against him 
aga malcontent. A present of a dollar reassured him 
somewhat, wretched Sramana that he was, to touch 
polluting lucre, but he could not be persuaded to go on 
with the service, and when next, two months later, the 
writer passed that way, the place was empty and half 
stzipped, and bats' dung defiled the wooden benches 
round the walls wheva late the pious had slept, Truly 
it was not creditable to the F'vench. 

There was nothing to be done but to retire, after 
making the best use of the waning light to examine a 
kind of pillar with a flame-pointed summit, on the 
lower faces of which were black maxble plaques with 
some inscription in Annamese, and a tyhite-washed 
wall on which was painted a kind of solar system, with 
numerous examples of the emblem of Tao, the supreme 
intelligence. Over the gatoway was the representation 
of a heart cut in half, supported on the backs of three 
well-modelled frogs. It was impossible to get any An- 
riamege to explain what this somewhat singular group 
meant, In happier times some one may find a solution. 





CHAPTER IV. 


THE SONTAY ROAD, 


HATEVER other experiences the French may have 
in Tongking, the Séyray road will always havo a 
melancholy interest. At its very beginning, scant five 
miles from Hanoi Citadel, they suffered successive dis- 
asters, which, more than anything else, forced on the 
events that must eventually énd in the country becoming 
French textitory. At the end of it, in Séwray itself, 
they had a stubborn fight which practically sealed the 
fate of Tongking. All along the route, and to the right 
towards the river, are the scenes of the toughest 
struggles of the campaign of 1888. 

The road itself, as axoad, is particularly uninteresting 
throughout its entire length. Tho only alternation to 
the widespreading paddy-fields, of a tender greon or 

_ yellowing for the sickle, according to the season when 
one passes, and the high fences of the villages, with 
their infts of areca palm and fruit trees, is the smaller 
clump which matks a pagoda, easily recognizable, 
though the building itself may be concealed, by the 

. hard-wood trees and the white flamboyant columns and 
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ornate gateway, which stand out effectively against 
the green background. Otherwise everything is flat, 
absolutely flat right away to the horizon, except for the 
occasional depression which holds water, and is dignified 
with the name of a lake. From tho comparative cleva- 
tion of the road, which is simply a two or three foot 
high clay embankment, dviven as straight across the 
country ag the occasional necessity of passing a bigger 
village than ordinary will allow, one can sce for miles 
Across paddy-fields, nothing but paddy-fields, or lumpy 
red soil being ploughed by the lazy oxen and buffaloes 
to be turned into paddy-fields. It is a velief to pass an 
occasional string of women carrying sugar-cane and 
shrimps in the baskets slung over their shoulders, or to 
se6 the white neck of a paddy-bird craning out of the 
gieon rice, It is better to see it so, porhaps, than when 
ona marches with the French troops. Then there is 
life and animation enough, but there are” none of the 
lines of coolie women to be seen loping along ata kind 
of suppressed run, with blue wales on their shoulders, 
from constant service as beasts of burden, and the 
paddy-birds fly away affrighted. 
Half an how's canter takes one out, round the 
southern walls of the citadel—for the western gate 
‘from which the route starts has been closed since 
Rividre’s capture of the place—through the Royal Gate 
of the ramparts of old Hanoi commune, with its huge 
black marble flags, polished like glass with the thou- 
sands of bare feet, under the green walls of a score of 
villages, past a sheet of water which is much too big for 
a horse-pond, and far too shallow and indefinite for a 
lake, over the four and three-quarter miles to the Pont 
de Papier. This is an inferior kind of bridge, spanning, 
with a single low arch, a sullen stream or creek, 
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Just short of this bridge a high embankment runs 
into the road from the south, and indeod for a couple of 
hundred yards forms the road. A mile or more down 
this embankment Garnier ended his adventurous life. 
To the right, on tho Hanoi side, is the Pagode Balny, 
named after the unfortunate officer who foll there. The 
pagoda itself is insignificant enough, but there is a finoly 
ornamented gateway opening on the avenue of magnificent 
trees which leads up to it. Immediately undor this avenue 
is a sheet of water, and on the other side of this a dense 
masgof trees. Just on the far side of the bridge, in front 
of the little spirit shrine, which stands beyond the row 
of bamboo shanties that serve as the four-day market 
place for the neighbourhood, is the place where Rivitre 
fell. No better place could be imagined for an ambus- 
cade. Bamboo fenced villages run down to the water 
on the farther side of the stream; the embankment with 
its lime-kilns on the southern slope could: conceal a thou- 
sand men; the thicket across from the pagoda might be 
full of spearmen, and never a glint of the steel. 

It was from behind the embankment that the volley 
came which turned Baty p'Ayntcourt’s sally into a 
rout, Ten years later, when Rividre marched out on his’ 
reconnaisance with four hundred men, the preparations 
were more elaborate. The advance guard was allowed 
to pass the bridge, and the guns wero on it when fire 
was opened from behind the village dyke and fenco. 
Then a murderous flank fire was ‘poured in from 
the jungle patch to the north of Pagode Balny. The 
surprise was complete, and the T'rench troops were at 
once thrown into utter disorder. From the very first 
nothing but retreat was thought of, but the question 
was how to save the guns. They could not be turned 
on the bridge, and to cross it was to advance right in 
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the teeth of the Black Flags. ‘This, however,, eventually 
was done, and two of the guns were tuned and retreated 
precipitately, the coolies with the ammunition having 
Jun off at the firsj discharge. But the other got en- 
tangled in the mud, the gummers were shot down, and 
the piece was on the point of falling into the hands of 
the Haxur when Rividve with a few of his sailors rushed 
forward. The gun was saved and carried off by the 
men, but Riyiére and several other officers remained on 
the ground, some killed on the spot, some perhaps cap- 
tured and killed afterwards, The panic was such that 
no one was able to give a coherent account of what 
yeally happened. Out of four hundred men the French 
lost eighty-seven killed and wounded—a very heavy pro- 
portiongt The enemy's loss was comparatively slight. 
+  Rividre'sbody was buried at Paur-Hoas, between those of 
two Black Flag chiefs who had been killed, in the fight. 
‘The place was pointed out by the Annamese several 
@ months afterwards. His head and those of the thirty-one 
men left on the scene of action were buried together at 
the village of Kimn-Mat, which lies off to the left of 
the road, some four or five miles farther on. Rividre’s 
s heal had been embalmed by some procesg or other, and 
was perfectly recognizable when it was disinterred in 
the end of August. 

The village of Puu-Hoar, which is usually spoken of as 
the place where both Garnier and Rividre were killed, in 
reality lies to the right ‘of the road, half a mile or more 
beyond the Pont de Papier, The fovt is about the same 
distance beyond, but the names might be interchanged. 
The village is @ fort, and the fort is a village. A pagoda 
quclosure, which stands at a bend of the road in front, 
might dispute the name with either, and the bullet 
marks on its mason-work show that the Chinamen wer 
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alive to the streugth of the position. Between the two 
places are a number of half-battored down pagodas and 
the remains of some mud breastworks, partly destroyed 
by the floods which foiled the French on the 15th of 
August, and partly by the French themselves. 

Puv-Iloat is of thoroughly native construction, with 
earthwork bastions in imitation of the larger works built 
on Vauban’s system. It was buili by Navyny Tarr 
Pavone, the great marshal, shortly before Gainier’s 
arrival. On the occasion of the first capture of Tlanoi, 
a cannon shot and the discharge of ten Chassepdt rifles 
was sufficient to scaro off the garrison. Now the redoubt 
is occupied by a force of native nuxiliavies, and there is 
a mandarin m the placo who for months did a great 
trade in the heads of ‘pirates.’ Ile givos a fair vo- 
ward for each head, ang had brisk disbursements. The 
wiiter on ona occasion passed a man coming in with 
some spoil of the kind. Ie had apparently not been so 
fortunate as he expected. At any rate, to balance the 
head, which was slung at one’ond of the bamboo on which 
the Tongkinese carry everything, a brick was susponded 
behind. At Puov-Hoar also the French keep tho 
dlephants which they captured at IZLnnoi, Sontay, 
and Bacnink. They were moved thither aftor tho 
biggest of them went must in Hanoi Citadel and killed 
two mahouts. Five was opened on him with a IWotchkias 
gun, but the shells exploded on hig hide without doing 
serious harm, and it was only through the good shooting of 
a Turco officer that the huge brute was oventually killed, 

After Pav-Hoar, the rond becomes very uninteresting 
for a long way. ‘The villages are fewer and retired a 
considerable distance from the road, There is nothing 
but a wide sea of paddy-ficlds. In the middle of thig 
one comes to a longish bridge over a thirty foot creck, 
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It is altogether built of stone, piles, cross-girders, huge 
rectangular flagged roadway, and everything. It has no 
parapet, nothing but the carved griffin heads of the piles 
to mark the brmk on a dayk night. On the eastern side 
of this were established the Black Flag lines of the 15th 
August, 1883. 

The French plan on that occasion was sufficiently am- 
bitious. Three columns of five hundred men each marched 
out from Hanoi. Thevight wing, under the command of 
Colonel (now General) Bichdt, proceeded directly north- 
wards between the Great Lake and the river, where it 
was supported by the river flotilla. The village of V4, 
on the river bank north of the lake, was occupied with- 
out opposition. Beyond this, however, were lines of earth 
works.- Thiee of these were taken in succession after 
tolerably severe fighting, but at the fourth the French 
failed in the assault. This line covered the “ Four 
Column Pagoda,” on the river face, Having been 
baffled at the first attempt, and as his men were worn 
out with their exertions in fighting and tramping through 
slush and water, in some places as high as the waist, 
Bichdt stopped the advance and commenced bombarding 
the lines from land and river, awaiting the next day and 
news from the left. 

Colonel Coronat, the chief of the staff, took command 
of the centre column. They marched out by the Sonzay 
road, and were surpiised to find Pau-Hoat (almost 
diiectly south of the “Four Column Pagoda”) unocet- 
pied. There he was relieved by the lef column, under 
Colonel Reviton of the aitillery, which had come up 
the embankment on which Garnier was killed. Coronat 
then went on directly northwards by by-paths and paddy- 
fieldridges. At tho village of Yen, short of the creek above 
referred to, he touched the enemy. There was 2 good. 
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deal of eannonading and firing at long rifle rango. The 
Black Flags crossed the creek and took up posilion 
behind their fortified embankmont. Tho colonol retired 
his troops ihsido a pagoda clump, Ki-nor, and, satiaficd 
with its natural strength as a fortress, contentod himself 
with crenelating the walls. There the two bodies re- 
mained facing one abother all night long, 

The left column, after replacing Colonel Coronat at 
Pau-Hoar, proceeded along the Sénray road, The 
corps of Yellow Flags, under Captain Georges Vlavianos, 
did good service on this occasion, They skirmished 
through the village of Vora and dislodged tho onemy's 
outposts from there and other outlying~ hamlots. 
But a thousand yards short ‘of the stono bridge 
referred to above the column was brought to a halt. 
For a length of over two thousand yards the China- 
men had batteries on the farther side of the creck, 
There was not a shadow of cover for the Frenchmen, 
and their guns failed to silence cither the batteries or 
the breastworks behind which the Black Flag riflemen 
kept up a somewhat useless fire. Colonel Revillon con- 
sidered this the key of the position, and called upon 
Colonel Corouat to come to hig assistance and make a 
combined attack. From some unexplained causo Coronat 
did not move. Perhaps he thought lie would exposo his 
flank and rear to the enemy then facing him. Perhaps 
the intervening country was impracticable, Ho was some- 
what recklessly attacked for it by irresponsiblo critics, 
but without doubt unjustly, for he afterwards proved 
himself one of the very ablest leaders in the campaign. 
Tlowever it may be, a retreat was ordered by tho Gonernl. 
The moment the French turned, the Black Flags issued 
from their entrenchments and kept up a harassing fire 
all the three miles to Puu-Hoar It bad beon pouring 
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torrents of rain from ten in the morning, and the French 
returned to Hanoi in the evening so exhausted that they 
could hardly drag one limb after anoiher: Colonel 
Covonat returned next morning. 

All night long it poured, and daylight found the whole 
country flooded. A large part of Hanoi itself was under 
water. The floods which had hampered the French in 
one way proved an advantage in another. At daylight 
Colonel Bichét found the “Four Column Pagoda” 
evacuated and prompily occupied it. He also in turn 
was almost driven out. At one time there was quite 
three feet of water inside the temple. Fortunately, 
however, just as he was putting his men on board the 
gunboats, the embankment gave way. The waters spread 
ruin over the flat lands, but the French were able to 
‘occupy the pagoda and put if in a state of defence 
against attacks from the north-west. Since then the 
“Pour Column Pagoda ” has remained in French lands. 
When they took it, is was one of the most magnificent 
in the country. Military occupation and the water have, 
however, converted it into a dismal barrack. 

This affair of the 15th of August was at the time 
generally put down as a repulse to the French. This, 
however, was hardly fair. Neither is it just to say that 
it was a French victory, though this river post remained 
asa gage in their hands. ‘The Black Flags wore to the 
full as much disconcerted and incommoded by the in- 
undation. The final result was that, partly because the 
French held this post on their flank, the lines on the 
exeak were abandoned, and they retired six miles farther 
back on the Dai, the westernmost mouth of the Sone-cor 
river delta, The French loss on the occasion was sighty- 
one European troops killed and wounded, besides heavy 
losses in the auxiliary troops. 
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From this stone bridge on to Puone the road does not 
yary in its monotony. There are, however, somo vory 
large villages at no great distance from tho road, and at 
one of these, on the occasion of 2 somewhat loncly xido 
to the Dat, tho writer mado halt for half an hout ox go. 
It was market day, and the little sheds—simple structures 
of four sticks fixed into the ground, with a loosely woven 
split bamboo roof—were filled to their uimost, Thoro 
were little baskets of rico, husked and unhusked, pon- 
nuts, sesamum seeds, yams, peanut oil (laxgely con- 
sumed in Europo now as “ olive” oil), cotton, ginnedt 
and raw, pork, fresh and cooked, salted and sun-dried, 
a species of oil-cake made indifferently from peanuts 
and sesamum, castor oil seeds (of which there are many 
treos along the 1oadside), embroidered tobacco-pouches 
to be fastened at the girdle, pastry of a bilious-looking 
nature, areca nuts broken up ready for the chewer, dried 
and fiesh fish, vegetables and fruits of a variety of 
kinds, pigments, Nuvoo-aam, a peculiarly evil-smelling 
kind of fish oil, like the Buxmese Naa-rnn, ahd whole 
heaps of stuff which looked like rubbish, but which 
turned out to be Chinese drugs and medicinal planta, 
Besides these there were a few stalls where domestic 
utensils and pottery of a xongh kind wore being sold, 
Inside some of the houses women could be seen working 
away with silk and beating out cotton. The whole sceno 
was very lively, but the presence of the foreigner acarod 
@ good many peasants away, and‘ cast general gloom 
over the noisy market. 

To propitiate him, and at the same time to allow the 
four-day market to go on, the headman asked the un- 
welcome visitor into his house. Tra-nux, the country 
peasants’ tea, was brought forward, The whole leaf is 
boiled and left at the bottom of the cup, the liquoy, like 
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the leaves, being very light in colour. There isno great 
flavour about it, and as a beverage it is not to be com- 
pared to China tea, from which, indeed, it groatly differs, 
but it is very good for quenching thirst. A bowl of it 
can be bought at the wayside stalls for ten cash, say a 
foxthing, so that one did not feel that the old man was 
being robbed, even though he added some greasy-looking 
vice cakes and a few bananas. 

Fortunately, also, there was a baby present to whom 
one could give a bit of silver without hurting the Tong- 
lunese gentleman’s dignity. A ourious incident happened 
showing the universality of certam customs, The baby 
sneezed, whereupon the whole body of his relations 
called out Com Ca, ‘ rice and fish.’ Tho same thing is 
done if a child should faint. The idea is to oall back 
its spirit and its wits, which might only be scared farther 
away if the body were touched. To snéeze once with 
the Annamese is a presage of wealth; twice means 
trouble. The Annamese have a curious notion of going 
ag little near a newly-born child as possible, The objec- 
tion to this that it will notlearn to know its own relations 
is dodged in a peculiar way. ‘Lhe uncles and aunts and 
all the nearer relations dip a corner of their coat into 
water and squeeze the moisture out of 16 mto the baby’s 
mouth. Considering tha filthy nature of Annamese 
clothes this is very hard on the baby. 

The visit was broken off in rather an abyupt and 
singular way. One of the goodman’s cocks crowed 
rather lustily from the fence which encircled the house. 
Immediately two or three young men who were lolling 
about the door began laughing and pointing mgnificantly 
at two girls sitting in the interior of the house, The 

‘maidens giggled in a rather faint and abashed fashion. 
A demand for an explanation from the interpreter called 
i ' 
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forth the reply that, when cocks crowod at midday (which 
it then wns), it was a sign that tho girls of tho house 
would tum out badly, This, ultored ag iL was with many 
nods and winks, was such a scandalous rovolation of tho 
ordinary native idea of the white man’s doings, that on 
immediate retreat was made. Ono's opinion of neither 
Frenchmen nor Tongkincse was heightened by the 
incident, 

On the way back to the rofid it was nocessary to pass 
some buffaloes, which are no more friendly to white men 
here than they are in other parts of tho Hast. ‘Tho 
pink “brutes were as usual the fiercest, It is said that 
they often beat off tigers, Some small mites of boys, 
sprawling stark naked on the boasts’ haunches, pre- 
vented open hostilities on this occasion. ‘Though buf. 
faloes are far from rave, it is very seldom that an 
Annamese has one of his own. Tho buffaloos of a 
district belong to the whole village in common, and are 
guarded and looked after atthe common cost, onch man 
having his stipulated time during which he may uso 
them, They work by day or go out to food herded by a 
little child, and at night they aro tothorod in a paddock, 

Puone is about thirteen milos from Tanol, On this 
side it is a very strong position, and with woll-served 
guns would have been very hard to taka, In front there 
is a lake, or sheet of shallow water, Behind thove is a 
gigantic dyke protecting it from the overflowing of a 
lagoon connected with the river Dat. Towards the 
south-east, rising out of the swamp, aro the usual 
number of outlying villages and pagodas, and thoro is 
& square, mud-walled, bamboo-girt place called a fort, 
but which might just as well be called a village. The 
town itself crouches in a long line under the shelter of 
the dyke, and a bamboo fence and palisading protoot if 
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all the way along. Tixcept that there are few or no 
gardens within its limits, Paone is just like an ordinary 
Aunamese village. 

The French got it tather cheaply. General Bovir 
attacked Panay on the first of September. This place 
is twelve miles up the Sona-cor from Hanoi and a few 
miles north of Paone. The Black Flags had entrenched 
themselves on the river embankment, and,. notwith- 
standing that they were shelled both by the gunboats 
and the light field artillery without any possibility of 
returning an effective fire, they held their ground. The 
works had to be taken by assault, and men who had 
secn ordinary Chinese troops and the ordinary Chinese 
manner of fighting were amazed at the Haxxr bravery. 
They met the French bayonet charge, and for semo 
minutes both sides were firing so close that their clothes 
caught fire with the discharge. But discipline prevailed, 
and the Chinamen were driven back and over the river 
Dat, where the fire of tho gunboats made the passage 
particularly disastrous. But the French lost heavily in 
proportion to the force engaged. About sixty of the 
homo troops fell, and the loss among tho native auxi- 
liavies and the Yellow Flags, who on this occasion 
greatly distinguished themselves, was very heavy. 

On the same evening a party marched down the em- 
bankment to Prone, but they wore there recoived with 
so hot a fire from the embankment and from loop-holed 
temples that they retived again, having had enough 
fighting for one day. Seven days later, on the 8th of 
Sepiember, a fresh expedition marching thither found 
the town evacuated, and contented themselves with re- 
ceiving the submission of the headman, 

The town lies about a mile from the Dai, A great 
part of this space is under water during the rains, but 
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in the dry weather it produces honvy crops of sugar- 
cane, maize, peanuts, and tubers of various hinds, 
What in tho rains is a raging flood dwindles down to 
an insignificant stream in the hugo dry channol, with 
fords a yard deep almost overywhero one chooses to 
make the experiment. Beyond tho Dai tho road passes 
over a little higher level, and is consequently somowhat 
dzier, but the scene is practically still tho samo—etornal 
sitetches of paddy-fields, castor-oil plants, maize, and 
peanuts. Away to the south-wost one secs the jagged 
line of hills which forms the walls of Tongking in that 
direction, and to the north-west, straight ahead, the 
detached mass of hills beyond Sonvay, with the central 
huge peak towering over the Hst-ITo, but otherwise there 
is nothing to relieve the eternal flatness of the landscape. 
The villages ave porhaps a little larger and more pros- 
perous-lookIng, and the isolated spirit temples in tho 
middle of the fields are more substantial than lower 
down, The crecks ave, hgwevor, a little more defined, 
and there ave some solidly-built, roofed byidges, with 
rows of seats or stalls along both sides. Hero, also, 
as in all the higher delta Jands, thero aro numorous 
specimens of tho banyan, somo of them almost as {mo 
as the magnificent tree in Unnoi Citadel, the sacred 
Boor, whose branches send down porpetual new arms to 
form now tiunks round the contral stem, those agnin 
putting forth downward shoots to take root and strotch 
out continual fresh arcades over acres of ground. ‘Tho 
Hanoi tree stands beside the once charming little templo 
of the Liss, still guarded by the last scion of the Li * 
dynasty, a shrivelled old woman of nearly cighty yoars 
of age. From a particular arch of this sacred holt, the 
Annamese mandarins used to hang themeelves in tho 
old days, when they fell into disgrace at court. 
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Out on the march these temples with their banyans 
offer the best place for a halt. The rays of the sun 
scareely pencixate through the dense mass of foliage, 
and round about there hang curtains of ercepers, lianas, 
and ratians, some capriciously embracing the branches, 
or themselves interlaced and hanging in graceful festoons, 
others falling on the temple walls, or creeping over the 
ground with 100ts like the lignified writhings of a serpent. 
The tree itself, as often as not, is a shiine, with little 
ancestral altars built in convenient nooks and corners in 
the lower branches, diminutive sanctuaries, protected by 
a small tectum, with tapers and incense sticks, candles, 
gold and silver bars, and other little cardboard trifles. 
Sometimes one sees the mandavin himself (in paper), 
with his elephant, his horses, and umbrellas. Hidden 
away in the outer precincts of this big hurst with one 
central stem one finds the humble effo.tsof the poor, 
pitiful, litile things in rough hewn wood, or small tables 
with toy offerings, and here and there even amulets 
hung up for the benefit of the living. Within tho leafy 
shade are always numbers of Touxras, geckos with their 
cyiious, startling cry. Like the other Indo-Chinese 
vaces, the Annameso have a great regard for them, 
They count thoir cries of Zuch-too. If they are odd 
in number it is a lucky sign, if they are even it is bad. 

In this upper delta country there are also other fine 
ivees, the huge, white-stemmed flamboyant, a tree like 
the “ foresi-flame” of Indian jungles, which covers 
itself with a cloud of large blood-red blossoms before 
ever it puts forth a leaf. Mango trees and lychees there 
were also in abundance, the former with many old scars 
on their taumks. Lvery year, on the fifth day of the 
fifth month, the Annamese gives his mangoes a few 


hacks in the stem with an axe to,make them bear better. 
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If this is not effectual the owner formally gives tho ra- 
ealoitrant fruit-bearer notices, somotimes in writing and 
attached to a branch, sometimos only verbal, that it will 
be eut down altogether if it does not mond its ways. 

Beyond such sights as these, howover, thove is really 
not much that is new in this parf of the country. ‘There 
is the same marvellous pitch of cultivation, the same 
over-crowding of villages, the same claborato system of 
dykes to protect the land from tho floods of the rainy 
season, An occasional betel-garden lends a little variety 
perhaps. Irom a distance one might almost mistake 
them for a stockade, so strongly are they protected 
against raiding buffaloes with fosse, dyke, and palisads. 
The betel loves the shado, and so a shelter is raisod over 
the whole enclosure, a loosely interlaced roof of plaited 

" bamboo, which only admits the broken rays of the sun. 
Each betel shas its own training stick, and the tondvils 
make their way up to twine themselves in the meshwork 
of the roof and make more shade, 

From a onvsory view Sonray seems a place which has 
no natural advantages of a defensive kind, Tako any - 
flat country with a slope upwards to a central point, so 
gentle that it is almost impossible to dotect it, and you 
have the general appearance of Sinray.. For the town, 
take a random collection of the ordinary heavy Chinese 
brick houses, interspersed with the wretched wattled- 
bamboo, mud-plastered, thatch-roofed shanties of the 
Annamese. The citadel is a quarter-mile square oroction, 
with half-moon batteries over the gates in the contre of 
each side There is a fifty feet moat with fixed stone 
bridges, The whole is built of big slabs of conglomerate, 
for defensive purposes not nearly so good even ng decont 
bricks. For surroundings there are the Sona-dor, a mile 
off by a perfectly straight rond to the north; too fur off 
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to be of any use except as a means of bringing up 
enemies; a little river running at a distance of five 
hundred yards or so round the western and northern : 
faces; some low spurs from the main body of hills to 
the west, but too distant to afford anything like a secure 
place of retreat. Beyond this nothing but the usual 
river embankments and flat cultivated country with a 
few pagodas and scattered gpixit shrines. But the Black 
Flags made the most of the year they had after Riviare’s 
occupation of Hanoi. The embankment, some twenty 
feet high and more than thatin thickness, was converted 
over length of three or four miles into a formidable 
entrenchment, with wooden troughs run through the 
parapet at the top, so that the defenders could fire in 
safety. Quarter of a mile farther, back was the outer 
enceinte, ® regularly constructed earthwork, which ran 
in a rough oval all round the citadel, some eight hundred 
yards fiom it, towards the river side, whence the attack 
was made. , 

The French marched part of their troops up by land. 
The remainder came up the river in the gunboats 
and in junks. The transport service was on this 
ocension extremely good. The men were embarked and 
landed without a hitch of any kind, and the arrange- 
ment of the commissariat was quite perfect—a state of 
things which was in marked contrast to the arrange- 
ments foy the march on Bacninh. Admiral Courbet's 
force amounted to about six thousand men, all told. 
The artillery was comparatively weak, but the gunboats 
amply made up for any deficiency in this respect. 

The attack was begun at about nine in the morning 
of December 14; 18838. ‘The ships shelled the town 
and citadel, and directed their Hotchkiss fire on the 
‘fortified embankment. At distances of about half a mile 
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or more aparé on this wero three redoubts, tho contial 
one of which was callod Puvec-sa, from an adjacent 
village, and has lont its name to the wholo works. On 
the river bank, about o thousand foot from the contral 
yedoubt, was a large pioce of ordnance, with 9% Co. 
stamped on the trunnions, which was the only cannon 
the Chinamen were ablo to direct on the Motilla, Somo 
four or five round shot wore fired from this, two of which 
were very nearly proving effective, when a woll-directod 
shell from the Zeluir, which throughout made yery good 
practice, dismounted the gun,.and tho floet afterwards 
had if all its own way. There was nothing to do but to 
level the guns and watch the xesult from the mast-head. 
How the big gun got to whe1o it was, and where it was 
made, is n mystery which has never been solved. It lay 
* for months on its side with six fect of chargo in it, no 
one daring %0 fire it off. Then it was carried off as a 
trophy, still loaded. 

But if tho sailois, two miles as they wero down the 
river, were safe, the laud forces found they had no onsy 
task before them. RRice-fields and marshy land pro- 
tected a good deal of the front, and, moreovor, beforo’ 
they could develop their troops for an organized assault, 
the French had to pass up along the rivor bank, which 
rung roughly parallel to the earthworks, exposed to tho 
Black Flag fire, which was well sustained throughout, 
notwithstanding the shells from the fiect. Then when, 
in the early afternoon, all was ready, the Frenchmen 
were suddenly called upon to defend thomselyes, A 
strong body of what were said to be Yunnanese troops 
marched out from the eastern gate, hiding their banners 
and skilfully availing themsolves of what cover there 
wag, to advance unperceived, The turning movement 
was brilliantly conceived. The Chinamen got between 
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the Frenchmen and the fleet which would thug have 
been afraid to fire. They took the French on the left 
flank, with the Pavo-sa works on their front, and the 
river close behind them. If they had broken the left 
wing, Courbet’s troops must have been driven pell-mell 
up on one another in a narow funnel, exposed all the 
time to a withering fe from the earthworks. For a 
time there was actual panic on the French side. There 
were some officers who did not scruple to say afterwards 
that they thought all was lost. The Annamese coolies 
and the native servants certainly thought so, and ran off 
ina body. Some of them appearing in Hanoi next day 
tepoited a defeat, and the sentinels in various parts of 
the city wexe actually stoned. But though it was a bad 
fifteen minutes, Admiral Courbeb was equal to the 
ocension. He hurried all the guns he could down to his 
left. He xisked the chance of being cut in, half by » 
sally’ from the earthworks. The Chinamen came on to 
within three hundied yards, and then, seared by the 
busting shell and the shriekixtg of the volleys of bullets 
poured into them, they faltered and broke. When onco 
they got clear of the French line the fire from the 
French fleet completed the disorder, and they dispersed 
and fled in all directions over the country, 

But the nerye of the attackers was shaken for the 
moment, and it was four o’olock in the afternoon before 
the order for assault was given. Then it was unequally 
executed, A company of Turcos, heedless alike of the 
threats and prayers and orders of their officers, rushed 
madly on the works, brandishing their rifles over thei 
heads. The Black Flags, from behind the dense covert 
of bamboos that masked the whole face of the embank- 
ment, poured in a deadly fire which laid more than half 
of thom low, and sent the rest back in wild disorder. 
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Elsewhore the Marine Infantry, the Colonial troops, and 
the native auxiliarios advanced in moro enutious fashion, 
availing themselves of whatever cover they could find, 
and firing volleys before every rush forward; and tho 
Foreign Legion showed equal gallantry. But notwith- 
standing the murderous fire of cannon and small-arms, 
against which the Black Flags had nothing but rifle-five 
to oppose, they stuck to their works. An officor, who was 
ywounded before Metz in 1870, declared that neither at 
Graveloties nor at Buzenval had he ever been exposed 
to a hotter fire, When finally the French reached tho 
slope there was a desporate hand-to-hand struggle which 
lasted twenty minutes. Lieutenant Jehenne, an old 
Cheltenham boy, received five shots—one through his 
hody—almost simultancously, and was loft for dead, but 
miraculously recovered to worthily receive the Cross of 
the Legion of Honour at the age of twenty, Lav June- 
Fv’s second in command was shot through the throat 
and crushed his enemy’s skull with the butt of his gun 
as he fell. But discipline prevailed, and the I'vench took 
the works at a little after five. They had cost dearly. 
In ashort hour two hundred men and twenty-two officers 
had fallen, The Black Flags retreated sullenly up tho 
street, not ove half the number of the Frenchmen, and 
fixing back as they went. 

Nine hours’ fighting, and then some defensive works 
to construct, was hard work, but Liv Juxa-Fu had not 
done with the Frenchmen yet. At one o'clock in tho 
morning, when there wore still some warriors recounting 
their doughty deeds by the light of a candle stuck on p 
claret cage, the storm broke out again, The Haxnr’ 
chieftain had offered two hundred thousand dollavs to 
the man who would rotake the lines, and a Kwana-sr 
colonel had sworn to do it. With scarcely o warning a 
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shower of fire-rockets fell on the embankments, setting 
alight many of the thatched huts which had served as 
barracks to the Chinamen, and in which at the moment 
the French troops were sleeping. For four hours’ long 
the combat raged as desperately as in the morning. 
The rattle of the volleys from both sides was incessant, 
for the Chinamen had plrendy learnt the French trick of 
firing only by word of command. Both sides fired at 
the flash of the enemy’s guns. Some scores of Chinamen 
came up to the very foot of the works with nothing but 
cleavers in their hands to cut down the bamboos. “Che 
Tureos were seized with a panic, and took to their heels; 
and if their place had not rapidly been taken by a 
company of colonial troops, that part of the works, and 
. therefore probably the whole, would have been captured. 
As it was, twenty Turcos and five men of the Marine 
Infantry were carried off prisoners and, gf course, de- 
capitated. The two senior officers of a field-battery 
were shot dead, and the young sub-lieutenant begged a 
lieutenant of the native trodps to tell him what to do: 
“Serve the guns till you ave shot yourself,” was the 
grim reply. Incidents such as these show how nearly 
victorious the Chinamen were. But just when the 
Frenchmen were beginning to despaizx, worn out with' the 
fatigue which J'rench troops cannot stand, the Black 
Flags’ trumpeter sounded the “cease fire ’—identical 
With the French call—and the Chinamen drew off 
through the rice-flelds to the second line, unmolested by 
the French, who were only too thankfil to see them 
go. Seven months afterwards, when Tuvon-Kwan was 
occupied by the French, a Black Flag colonel came in 
and gave his submission with two hundred men. He 
claimed to have been the leader of this forlorn hope on 
the Pavo-sa works, and persistently maintained that ho 
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had no more than three hundred rifles with him thon. 
If this be true, the heroism of those mon was nothing 
less than marvellous. 

The next day, the 15th of Decembor, was compara- 
tively a day of rest. Both sides were engaged in burying 
theiy dead. But after midday the French commenced a 
flanking movement up the embankment, so as to com- 
mand the west gate and have two points of attack, 
besides turning the village and pagoda of Pniv-ny, which 
were strongly held. The Chinamen should have opposod 
this maneuvre at all costs, for with its completion tho 
carrying of the second line of works was a cortainty, 
But they remained passive, partly, it is said, because 
Prince Hoind-1at-Vinw (or Hurnn-xii-Vinm) and the An 
namese contingent were for immediate evacuation, and 
were backed up by the Chinese provincial troops, while 
Liv Juna-Ey was for fighting to the bitter end. 

However that may be, the attack on the outer enecinte 
began on the 16th with daylight, This outer enceinte 
was an exceedingly strong’carthwork, dofended in front 
by 2 mont fifteen to twenty foot wide. On tho levol 
ground between the slope of the embankment and tho 
fosse was a treble or quadruple fence of well-grown 
bamboo, covering a space of six or eight fect, At tho 
gates the moat was studded with spiked bamboos. A 
stockade of thick, high logs masked the front, and on tho 
approach to the slender plank bridge was a formidable 
chevaux de fiise of shaip-pointed stakes and bamboo 
calthrops. The lines themselves ware vory solidly con~ 
structed, and the shells which burst in them did very 
little damage so far as making a breach was concerned. 
The number of empty cartridges lying‘ about along tho 
notth-west front showed the severity of the fire to which 
tho French were exposed. The Chinese cannon wero, 
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however, of tle most worthless kind. Not only were they 
pieces of old-world manufactme and deeply honey- 
combed with age and neglect, but they were few and 
badly placed. : 

The contreforts and traverses along the line of works 
were pointed out by the French officers as conclusive 
pioof that there had been Buropean guidance in Béwray. 
But the way in which the guns were mounted sas far 
more conclusive proof the other way. The dozen or 
twenty pieces that were on the front attacked by the 
Krench were placed in such cramped positions inside 
trumpery turets that they scarcely covered more than 
the country directly in front of them. Not a few of them 
burst, and not even the best use that could have been 
made of the bad material at theiy disposal was obtained. 
The Black Flags seem to have handed over the artillery 
to the Yunnan, or Kwang-si militia, nnd’ these men 
neither had the courage nor the skill nocessmy fo serve 
the guns, It seems undeniable that, if the cannon had 
been handled with anything like the onergy that kept up 
the small-nrm fire, the struggle would have been nearly 
as severe as that at Pmuc-ss. 

After the village and temple of Pnu-ny had been car- 
vied by assault, not without a pretiy sharp tussle, the | 
attack on the outworks was commenced, The main 
effort was directed against what is called the west gate, 
but is really the north-west, The artillery was got into 
position on a little mound a quarter of a mile off, and a 
terrific fire was opened to cover the advanee of the esea- 
lading party. The whole of the top-of the gateway, 
built of large slabs of conglomerate, was literally blown 
away. There was hardly a square foot of the face that 
had not its bullet maak. Half a dozen shells oxploded 
in and around it and crashed through the log-stockade, 
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Ié seemed impossible that any creature could be thoro 
and live; yel, whon it camo to the final assault, tho 
Black Flag told off to stand between the bamboos and 
the wall was there, faithful to his post, with his cartridge 
belt round his waist, and his Winchester repeating rifle 
charged to the full, Tho entivo strength of tho Foreign 
Legion was outside, the drums beating and the trumpots 
sounding the charge, but ho stood’ his ground and fired 
as steadily as if he were at practice. Ife shot Mint, 
the leader of the storming party of the Btrangdres, 
imough the heart, With each bullet he brought down 
his man, and when the Legion broke through he was 
bayonetted with his finger on the trigger. In recognition 
of his gallantry the French buried him under the gate 
(now known ag the Porte Mian), when two days later it 
was blocked up—the only Black Flag who reccivod a 
grave to liimself, one of the very few Black Flags that 
received a grave at all from French hands. ‘ 

A little farther west, round the angle of the works, the 
struggle was nearly as sevore. There was a small wicket 
here, to which, however, the Marine Infantry woro nol | 
able to penetrate. They therefore scrambled over tho 
steep sides of the works themselvos, one of the frat to 
enter here being Admiral Courbet. 

Close to this gate is a long, fairly straight street run- 
ning 1ight up to the west gate of the citadel. This was 
the main Chineso quarter, and two-thirds of tho way up 
was Liv June-Fu’s house. Up one side of this streot 
went the Foreign Legion, and up the other the Infan- 
‘eric de Marine, All through the afternoon the fighting 
centred here. The Black Flag leader was game to tho 
last. Ile tried turning movements on both sides, Ho 
charged straight down on the main body though Totch- 
kiss guns enfiladed the street. The Chinamen defended 
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almost every house. They very early found that the 
system followed by the French from the beginning of the 
campaign was to be continued here. No quarter was 
asked for, and none was given. At length, late in the 
afteznoon, Lru Juxe-Fu’s house was taken. With the 
capture of this the fighting ceased. The Black Flags 
drew off towards the citadel, only a few hundred yards 
off, and the I'rench devoted themselves to the ransack- 
ing of the detested chief's house, and then set it on 
fire. 

That was a terrible night in Séyray. The Turcos 
had entered, with comparatively litile opposition, by the 
eastern gate, and they admittedly killed men, women, 
and children—every living thing they came across. The 
French troops were not so bad, but the butchery of 
Chinamen and crop-headed Annamese (the Prince’s men) 
was sickening. ° 

The Black Flags drew off under cloud of night to 
the western hills. They were seen marching out, but 
whether because the officers’ could not get their men 
together (the town had been given up to pillage), or 
because they feared an ambuscade, there was no attempt 
at pursuit. 

The French entered the citadel early next morning. 
The entry was in frue modern Gallic fashion, utterly 
unauthorized and iiresponsible, A handful of Turcos 
and Foreign Legion men approached the north gate, 
pushed it open and entered, and found no one inside, 
except a few score wretched Annamese women and chil- 
dren and a handful of still more luckless youths. A flag 
was improvised of a length of the red waist-cloth of a 
Turco, the handkerchief of an officer, and a strip off the 
blue cummerbund of a Foreign Legion man, and the 
hoisting of this characteristic tricolour on the tower was 
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the first notice Admiral Courbet had of the oceupation of 
the citadel. 

Rice sufficient to maintain the garrison for a couple of 
year's, over. a hundred ponies, an elephant, and a small 
quantity of bar silver, wore found inside, as well as a 
number of antiquated guns, But the arsenal was nearly 
empty. The Black Flags had cariied all the rifles they 
could away with them. ‘This for a loss officially esti- 
mated at 411 vank and file, At tho time the Chinese 
logs was stated in the official reports to be 8000, but 
officers who were present on the occasion did not fix the 
number at more than tho third of this. 

The French have made Sonray a very strong position. 
now. Where once stood the mud fort and bamboo fence 
of the Pxuc-sa redoubt there now rises a formidable 
buick block house, with subterrancean chambers contain- 
ing ammunition and provisions for six months, [otch- 
kiss: guns mounted on the roof, and space inside for five 
hundred men, At every one of the gates of the outer 
enceinte—that is to say, the limits of the town proper— 
there rises a tall keep, built like a two-decker, for a 
double row of guns. Tlie town itself is not to be vecog- 
nized by one who was there oven last January, Whero 
then there were nothing but dirty, narrow lanes between 
half-burnt hovises there are now spacious stroots running 
out in rays from the citadel gates, and young trees aro 
planted to make boulevards of them. Iyen so Into as 
May, 1884, it is true most of the houses remained gutted 
and empty, but no doubt the place will fill up again, 
Liv Juna-F'u carried off all the inhabitants, so say the 
French, but the Chinese say the French killed them all. 
Women are very scarce in Sénray still, and that can bo 
said of no other post where the French are in Tongking, 
The sacking of the place was a terrible affliction, which 


the Tongkinese will not forget veadily. P 





CHAPTER V. 


NAM-DINH, 


EXT to Hanoi, Naw-Dinn is without doubt the 
most important city in Tongking. It is situated 
about a thousand yards up a creek which rune out of 
the Baar mouth of the Sona-cor, and joins this with the 
Dat at Nina-Bing. It is the capital of the southern 
delta, as Hanoi is of the noyth. The population used 
to be reckoned at 50,000, and it is probably not much 
less at the present time. Notwithstanding, however, 
thas it is only half the size of Hanoi, it does very nearly 
aa much trade, the contre, as it is, of a magnificent 
rice-growing country, and close to the chief silk district 
of Niva-Bivz. There are several very fine black marble- 
paved streets in it, one at least running the length of 
the town, and superiot to anyin Hanoi. It was formerly 
a great resort of the Chinese merchants, and the sub- 
atantial and spacious houses now remaining show that 
they must have been men of wealth. Many of them 
fled, others had their liouses and goods confiscated, and 
there unfortunately 1emain but few of the men who 
formerly made the, prosperity of the town. 
Garnier knew the importance of the place, and after 
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he had arranged the govermment of Hanoi, while his 
lieutenants were engaged in the subduing of the other 
strong places of the delta, proceeded himself to the 
capture of Nau-Dinn. He had the gunboat Scorpion 
with him, and came up from the Nivn-Brnw side on the 
10th December, 1878. The canals leading up to the city 
wore gnarded by the exterior mud-forts, and the taking 
of these proved a tolerably tough undertaking, The 
batteries were masked and hardly raised above the sur- 
face of the ground. Tire had only just been opened on 
them when a well-sustained small-arm fire was begun 
from the river bank, which wounded several of his men 
and did some damage to the spars and cordage. It was 
quite an hour before these sharp shooters were silenced 
and driyen off. Then, however, a small storming party 
* made short work of the batteries and spiked the guns, 

Next day the citadel was attacked. It was a huge 
square of 700 yards to the side, with the lance-hoad 
bastions at the corners, bastions in each face, and 
gates covered by redans to fhe side of each ono of these. 
In addition the usual moat and fixed bridges. 

As in the case of the attack on IIanoi, Garnior ad- 
yanced in three columns, Fifteen men landed to mako 
a feint on the south gate, and, finding the country absgo- 
lutely without cover there, were unable to do more than 
keep a portion of the garrison occupied. Another party 
marched through the town to attack the eastern bastion, 
and finally Garnier himself led the main column up a 
broad street which debouches immediately on the south- 
east gate, like all the others protected by a redan. ‘The 
citadel had opened fire with its guns, and had hit the 
Scorpion’s mizen-mast; but a number of men posted in 
the top-niasts had soon silenced this, while the Scorpion's 
shells created great disorder in the garrison. Neyertha- 
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less the struggle was for a time as dubious as on the 
preceding day, and the capture of Nam-Dime was cer- 
tainly the most serious military event of this first 
campaign of the French in Tongking. 

The second and third columns joined opposite the 
redan and soon carried it. But they were checked before 
the citadel gate. It was blocked up with an earthen 
yampait, A six-pounder gun was levelled on it under o 
raking fire from the walls, but before it had fired three 
rounds it was dismounted. For a time it looked as if 
the assault had failed. Then some one suggested the 
employment of the spiked hurdles which blocked the 
bridge as scaling ladders. They were piled up endways 
against the wall. Garnier and a sailor were the first on 
the battlements. At the very sight of them the entire 
garrison ren. The citadel of Naw-Duov, with its vast 
stores of rice and salt, and silk and cotton, its piles of 
elephant tusks, its extensive arsenal, and its huge moun- 
tains of sapeques and silyer bars, had fallen in the end 
almost as helplessly as Henoi. The mandarins were 
1o be retained in their positions if they 1endered their 
submission to the brilliant young victor. Most of them, 
however, made their escape. 

The French were on the whole well received by the 
townspeople, among whom there was a strong body of 
Christians, whose church had been bombarded along with, 
the Scorpion from the citadel walls, and had come off 
rather badly. These Christians immediately offered 
theraselvkana wereaccepted as auxiliaries, Accordingly, 
when Garnier was called off on the 16th of December to 
Hanoi, there to meet his death, Dr. Harmand, who was 
left behind as Governor of Nan-Dina with twenty-five 
Europeans, had quite a small army of volunteers at his 
disposal. 
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But Dr. Harmand was far from comfortable at first. 
The province numbers two million inhabitants. It is a 
regular meshwork of creeks and canals. Many of the 
mandoving -had oscaped, and had raised irregular 
bands all round, which were rendered formidable by a 
loavening of pirates from tho coast. At first he clamoured 
piteously for cartridges, and even for permission to with- 
draw, When, however, his native auxiliaries had, alone 
and unasked, attacked and destroyed the village of Tant- 
Dana, the noted pirate chief, he plucked up courage and , 
went out on another expedition with them, when they 
occupied and burnt cight other villages. The country 
people gave up many of the national leaders, and these 
were now, on a system first instituted by Dr. Harmand, 
and over since followed by the French m Tongking, 
promptly executed. The country was just cowed into 
quietness when M. Philastre’s orders, consequent on the 
death of Garnier, came round. Dy, Iarmand marched 
out of Naw-Dinnt on the 10th, of January, 1874, and a few 
weeks Inter the miserable Chiistion nuxiliazies wero 
being mercilessly slaughtered by the ieinstatod man- 
daring. 

Nam-Dinh remained quiet for nearly ten yoars, and 
then in March, 1888, Commandant Rividre, having re- 
ceived reinforcements from France, came south with a 
flotilla consisting of the gunboats Fanfare, Surprise, 
Plurter, ache, Yatagan, and Caabae, and five com- 
panies on the river launches Krayo-vam, Torii, Waan- 
ros, and Hatreuone. Tle demanded the reason of the 
barriers being constincted in the river, the increage of 
the gairison, and the hostile attitude of the governor, 
and called for tho surrender of the citadel. This was 
yvofused. 

On the 27th of March the bombardment began. Three 
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gunboats stationed themselves to the south, three to the 
east. Notwithstanding the heayiness of the fire, the 
Annamege stood to their guns for a time, and Int both 
the Surprise and the Fanfare. The affair was, however, 
principally confined to stveet fighting. Colonel Carrtav, 
in command of the attacking party, received a grouade 
in the leg, which necessitated its amputation, and eyen- 
tually caused his death; but that was the only loss 
suffered on the French side. The gate which had given 
80 much trouble in 1878 was blown up with a charge of 
dynamite. The whole thing, from the firing of the first 
shot to the billeting of the troops, occupied five hours. 
“ Quite classical,” said Riviare. 

Colonel Bapnys was left in command of the place with 
a garrison of about oné hundred men. He soon reduced 
the surrounding country to appavent tranguillity, but the 
defoat of the French and the death of Rrridre outside 
Hanoi altogether changed the aspect of affairs The 
scattered Annamose soldiery reassembled again. They 
constructed batteries all round the citadel, and from the 
smiddle of June maintaimed a regular siege for some 
weeks, They had nothing but old smooth-bore cannon, 
however, and the nightly bombardment did no more 
harm than was implied in depriving the French garrison 
of a peaceable night's vest. But in the end they got so 
confident that, on the 11th of July, after having on 
previous occasions penetrated into the town and set fire 
to various parts of it, they actually attempted an assault 
on the citadel with thew pitiful spears and flint-locks. 
Terrible carnage was the natural result, with no harm 
done on the French side. A few days later reinforce- 
ments arrived from France, and a company was hurried 
up to Nam-Dinh. A sally was made on the 19th ageinst 
the Annameso works slong the Cau-Gia creek to the 
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west of Nam-Dink. An attack in front diverted tho at- 
tention of the Annamese, while another party oxcented 
® flank mach and took the works in the rear. Tho 
slaughter was altogether sickening, Thousands of 
the wretched rurel levies were shot down, huddled to- 
gether terror-stricken liko a flock of sheep, and five 
hundred of the hill Muoxas, come down with nothing but 
crogs-bows and their curious stockless firelocks, wore 
massacred almostto a man, The French lost threo mon. 

Nam-Dinh has remained quiei enough ever since. 
Unfortunately, however, from the swampy nature of the 
country for miles all round, it is very unhealthy. Many 
of the garrison died in the summer of 1888, and in the 
hot months of 1884 sickness carned off more men than 
in all the fighting after Sdnray, The interior of the 
huge citadel hag been cleared till little remains bus tho 
barracks and-the necessary magazines and storesheds, 
For further secmity in the seemingly improbable con- 
tingency of an attack a redoubt has boon constructed 
in one corner into which the troops can retront, and 
inside which they are indeed’ quartered. Notwithstand- 
ing the long siege, the town has really auffered less than 
any of the other positions the French haye taken, and 
under the able administration of a military commissary, 
Colonel Brionval, one of the few officers who was im the 
country in 1874, now in Tongking, if seems more likely 
to spring into commercial activity than any other place 
in the delta. But the embargo on Chinamen will frst 
have to be removed. 

Inlaid mother-of-pearl work is one of the specialities 
of Nam-Dinh. ‘The industry is not of yery anciont 
appearance in Tongking. It was apparently introduced 
by a man from one of the Hué suburbs about sixty years 
ago. This individual settled in a mall village, Ku- 
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Cuvon, south of Hanoi. Woikmen from this place havo 
aince established themselves in the Rue des Incrustewrs 
in Hanoi and in Nam-Dinh, but work of the kind is 
produced in no other place in Tongking. It has been or- 
dinarily supposed that the industry was brought in by the 
Japanese, who came to the country in the seventeenth 
century, but the missionaries and the Comte de Kergara- 
dec, who has carefully studied the matter, do not support 
this theory. 

However that may be, it is certain that the Nam-Dink 
workmen have made very remarkable progress, both in 
delicacy of workmanship dnd in the artistic beauty of 
the patterns. The mode of procedure is not very 
elaborate. The workman breaks up his mother-of-pearl 
shells, keeping only the little iridescent flakes. These 
le puts away in separate heaps according to their various 
shades and tints and sizes, and afterwardg polishes and 
smoothes down to the required thickness, Then he 
sketches his designs on paper and makes tio copies of 
it—one for reference, the ofher to be cut into pieces and 
gummed on to the little flakes of shell. It is evident 
that a natural eye for colour must here be of great 
yalue. Purple and blue are the favoutite tints with the 
Annamese. When this is finished each fragment of 
mother-of-pearl is filed down to the exact edge of the 
pattern, and all are then gummed fo the pieces of wood 
solected, With a fine needle point the outlines of the 
pattern are marked out on the wood, and the fragments 
of mother-of-pearl are washed off again. Now comes 
the most delicate operation. The pattern traced out 
on the plank must be incised into the wood, a smooth 
edge bemg carefully guarded and the requisite depth 
preserved, Tho utmost sensitiveness of touch 1s im- 
perative, for a slight trembling would make the bed too 
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wide oi too deop. “The gap would thon have to o fled: 


up with lacquer, which would not only spoil the look of 


~ the work, but would make it much moro liable to como * 


to pleces with heat or.damp. ‘The successive pieces aro 
then let into the wood and comonted in with a kind of 
resinous wood oil, which is sometimes allowed days and 
' even weolks to harden. The surface is then filed down 
"with “pamice-stone of various degrees of fineness of 


texture, and finally a. polishing ‘medium composed ol , 


paddy-husk mixed with water is employed. The patterns 
are next completed. . Plain pieces of mother-of-pearl aro 
scritched with a needle so as to. represent flowors, 
butterflies, fantastic animals, figures of demons, kings, 
and warriors. The wholo thing is thon varnished with 
a red oil extracted from a particular kind of seed callod 
CAt-so. 

The aie ork is done in the eolahed native huts, 
open to the street, and with the most primitive of tools; 
but nevertheless the beauty of some of tho designs has 
alrendy attracted somo atfention in Europe, even. out 


' of vance, The wood most commonly employed is Tao, 


@ species of rosewood, ebony, and two local: vatietios 


called Go-cam-xe “and Go-sta. 'Trao is always most 


esteoined for smaller work, but largo. planks avo not to 
be had without faults in the grain, and for cabinets and 
such-like articles one or other of the Go is almost in- 
variably used. The curious thing.is that none of those 
woods are found near either Hanoi or Nam-Dinh. Thoy 
* have all to be brought in junks, and it is the same with 


. the shells, the best of which come all the way from tho - 


Gulf of Siath, or from Singapore. 


_. The workmen haye to begin training very young ‘to 
“gain the requisite fineness of touch, and there. are not 
pethaps more than ae or three-hundred of them i in‘all 


e 
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» the country, but. perhaps only a suai of them are 


more than apprentices. The sudden pouring of Buro- 
peans: into the country in 1884 has done a very great’ 


* deal of harm. The demand fax exceeded the supply; 
and the. artificera’ worked for money, not for arb. 


Scamped work, incisions too wide for the strips of shell, a 


insufficient drying, which makes the pattern scale off, 
ungeasoned wood, which bends and cracks, were the 


“ yesult. All these defects require a skilled eye to detec 


them, and the ordinary purchaser would do well to have” 


a Tongkinése to assist him in his selection, The -es- ° 
"., tablishment of regular workshops’ full of these men, 


furnished with proper steel tools instead of their own 


‘ wretched soft iron things, and the maintenance of a’ 


yegular standard of excellence which would keep up 
the reputation of the work, is a speculation extremely 

- obvious and almost sure to be lucrative. 
Immediately alongside of the inlaid: quarter in Nam- 
. Dinh is that of the coffin-makers. This is not so 
~ interesting to strangers, but the Annamese think very 


differently. So highly ave well-made coffins esteemed 


that there are villages that have gainéd some reputa- 


, tion in the trade, and consequently deyoté themselves. 


to. nothing else. They are not dependent. on the mere 
deaths of the neighbourhood for their sale. Asin China, 

-itis-very common fox -people who. can afford itto keep 
their own coffins ready in the house, and they can there- 
fore wander all over the country i in search of one that 
strikes their fancy. : 


~ The best coffins are made of Trat or Tao, qroods with 


a very close grain, and lasting very long time even in 
damp ground, though, as a rule, where people are buried 


in marshy soil, the coffin is made of a special timber. 


‘called Bér-Léx The general appearance is very much 
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like that of the Chinose coffin, the planks being from 
one and «a half to four inches’.in thickness, and tho 
rounded lid slipping into » groove and being secured 
by stout pins, A well-made coffin of ono of theso 
timbers, finely joined togethor, and without flaws or 
knots of any kind, will cost from #240 to £50, and will 
not’ be really dear at that. Whon a Trax wood coffin 
is carved, as they very often are, on tho ends and sides, 
itis usually a sign that, the undertaker wants to hide 
some defects in his planks, — : 
All the chinks and seams of the coin aro cavofully 
caulked with Cmar, a kind of piteh used in paying the 
planks of junks’ bottoms. _ Tho xich cover the inside 
with a layer of pine-tree Yorin, tho poor are contented, 
with paddy-husk agh, often mixed with. sawdust. The 
four sides are painted red on tho inside; tho outside is 


never painted till the body is in tho coffin. When the. . 
. corpse ig that of the father or mothor of the household, 


it is placed in the middle of the central room; if of other. 
members of the family, then at one or other of the sides. 


With a race devoted to ancestral worship, -as tho” - 
Annameso aro, funerals aro nocosanrily a “vory solemn °, 


matter, conducted with a minute regard for traditional 
rites, imperative for the future welfare ofthe deconscd. 
The first thing to be done is to assure ono’s self that the 
person is really dead, A film of cotton is susponded: 


before the nostxils by a silkon thread, so that the faintest . 


breath would mako it move. » Death being vorified, the 
face i is covered with three sheets of paper, and ovér these 
is placed a red cloth, of silk or cotton, according to the 
family’s wealth. One of the commonest forme of abuse 


in the country is to pray that your enemy may. haye no | 


one at his death to perfoym this sorvico for him. .'The 
-objéct is of: course to proyent eyil spirits from entering 
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and. carrying. off the dead man's:spirit, For the same 
reason a constant guard is kept by the body, to prevent 
a cat from passing over it. Cats are Patel basetal 
‘to disembodied spirits, 

Three grains of rice are then put ints tho corpse's 
mouth, and if any teeth have been lost they are replaced. 
The old aré particularly careful to preserve whatever 

* teeth may drop. out, for this purpose, and lock them up 

“with their most valued treasures. There is a special 
reason for this care.. Teeth are often employed for 
making medicines, and the sorcerers who wander about 
the country always havea number in their wallets, and are 
not’ at all scrupulous about how they incrense the store, 
Instead of the three grains of rico, wealthy families some- 
times put one or more precious stones in the mouth, 
The resemblance to the Greek obolos to pay the Stygian 
ferry need not’ be urged. 

-The body is then laid out, washed with wae in which’ 
flowers. ox: fragrant leaves have been boiled, the hair 
‘combed.and done up in a cltignon, and a black turban 
wound,round the head. The deceased’s finest clothes, very 

“often specially prepared years before for this purpose, 
ave put on, and he is decorated. with the tokens of what-’ 
ever rank he may have held. The finger nails are cut 
and placed in-a littlé packet by the side‘of the head, If 

“they gtew into the flesh it would bring disaster to the 

“family... The corpse is then tightly bound up in cotton 
cerecloths, the evéry-day clothes being ‘put between the 

‘limbs. Then it is ready to be put into the coffin, and care 
must be-taken to twn the head towards the door. The 
shell-is then closed and varnished all over to prevent 
the attacks: of insects, particularly white’ ants: The 
varnish is black,.and the bet comes from. Nea cy 
marsh lands. . 

8. 
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In the meantime tho womon have beon making up the 
mowning garments, They must bo white and of linon 
or cotton. The nearer the relation, the coarser tho 
material must be, and in no case avo they hemmed, 
The Annamese Code dovotes thirty pages (in Philastro’s 
French edition) to a description of tho difforent classes 
of mourning garmonts. It is ovidont, therefore, that 
quite enough has been said here about the mattor. Ag 
soon as the mourning suits are ready the family ax- 
sembles and solemuly puts them on, Then sacrificos are 
mado to the ancestors and to the deceased, and ench of the 
celebrants prostates himsolf four times before tho coffin. 

According to common Oriental custom ib is usual to 
keep the coffin in the house for days and even weeks 
before burial. By its sido is erected a small altar, on 
which are placed threo cups of ten, different condiments, 
an incense byaziex and two candles. The delay is of course 
to permit the assemblago of all the friends of the house, 
qnd the arrangement of one of those gorgeous funoral ~ 
ceremonies which so ofter ruin families in the ast, 
There is much mummery on such occasions in England, 
but the garish parade at a “first-class Cunaral” in 
Annam far exceeds any foolory we indulge in. Moat of 
the properties are supplied by professional undertakers 
and for details about them tho curious may vofey to the 
Annamese Code. Suiflice it to say that there avo huge 
lantorns of different shapes, pendant gongs to drive away. 
evil spizits, incense tables, the red and gold painted and 
highly-carved bier, offering tables and a varioty of 
banners in silk and cloth, some of them peculiar to tho 
family, others common to ordinary, vulgar humanity, 
such as the fillet borne on two poles, which is inseribed , 
Troune-cw (faithful) for a man, and Trian-rnvan (pure 
and obediént) for a woman. 
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The time for the interment is of course fixed by the 
wise men, who select a lucky day and hour; at the 
head march men with wands to seare off prowling devils, 
Then in the midst of some of the objects mentioned above 
comes the “ dead man’s house,” a sort of bamboo cage. 
The children and the nearest relations follow the bier. In 
passing the threshold of the door the coffin has been 
carried over their prostrate bodies. In the middle march a 
body of monks chanting a noisy but rhythmical requiem. 
Sham: gold and silver leaf is scattered all along the road 
to soothe the Co-Hoy, the abandoned spirits. These 
area the souls of people who have died violent deaths, 
and have had no rites of sepulture. Their relations 
have not known of their fate, and have been unable or 
unwilling to perform the ceremonies which custom pre- 
scribes for the delivery of their souls. Therefore the 
Co-non remain wanderers on the face of the earth, irvi- 
tated with the living, and tormenting and oppressing 
them in every way. They trouble the sacrifices, upset 
the prognostics, and annihilate the efforts of domestic 
piety. The superstitious, therefore, are driven to all 
sorts of devices to appeasa and deceive these eyil- 
minded demons. The Co-non axe attracted by the 
glitter of the false gold and silver leaf, halt to lay 
hands on it, and, before they disgover the deception, 
have lost the opportunity of spoiling the funeral cere- 
mony. There are others, however, who are move con: 
siderate, or more fearful of the wrath of these homeless 
spits. They burn regular Nutr-natir-pone-pona— 
“numerous pieces of money.” These are strips of 
paper with coins printed on them, regular postal orders 
on the lower world for the support of indigent devils. 
Naturally the funerals so protected are the safer for the 
deceased. N 
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‘There are no public cometerics in Annan, Tho g grave 
ig usually dug anywhore out in the middle of tho fields 
Delonging to.the family, The rich usually havo. a 
special place for their own relations, and somotimes 
assign a patch for their poorer neighbours, Otherwise 
these must be buried by the roadside or in somo pari 
of the village common lands. At tho grave tho coffin - 
is lowered in; a banneret of silk or papor giving in 
“white and yellow characters. decoased'’s name, ago, dig- 
nities, position in family, and virtues, is thrown upon 
it, and then a suiall pile of the above-mentioned money 
paper, . Hach friend throws in. a handful of carth. 
The soxtons fill it up and make o cixoular mound above. 
Offerings and prostrations ave made before tho com- 
ploted grave, and thon there is a genoral constunption 
of rice, wino,. and betel-nut. 

The period of mourning is very protracted. Nominally 
it lasts for three years for father or mother, bub imme- 
morial oustom decrees that this means twenty-four: 
months, Tor a grandpafent or brother ov, sister. it . 
‘lasts ono year, and go on in decreasing ratio, Mon of 
rank cannot undertake public duties during this soagon, 
‘and ought not to.be present at marviagos or fonsts of 
any kind. The son should eat no meat and drink no 
wine. The people axe very prond of thoso rogulations, 
but. they do not keep them. At the ond of tho. first - 
‘year there are great sacrifices before the gravo, at the 
end of the second the ‘ dead man’s house,” tho bamboo 
cage, is burnt, and with it the mourning garments, Deso-. 
oration of the grave is punished with extreme sovority. 


‘ ancestors. The plain between Saigon and Cronon, the 
Plaine des Tombeaus,’i is fall of thése, of all sizes and. in 
all: states of: decay, sometimes standing ‘quite alone, 


/ 


The richer people erect stone monuments over thei’ ~. 
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sometimes with shrubs and then trees planted by them. 
There ave inscriptions on most of them, usually cut 
‘into the stone and painted varions colours. They bear 
the family and individual. name ‘and those. of the de- 
ceased’s titles and place of birth, the date of death,‘and.. 
the name of the person who set up the stone. Some of 
them are almost miniature temples. These are-usually 
yaised to the whole mass of the aucesiry. They are. 
kept up by the head of, théshouse, and there are regu- 
larly fixed days for worship befoxe them. 

This -is in fact the only worship the Annameso have, : 
but some of them carry it on with tolerable regularity. : 
The first and the fifteenth of every month are the 
regulax. days ‘set. apart for worship at the ancestral’ 
shrine. At the same time there is always more or 
less sacrificing to the Co-non already spoken of. 


'. Nothing is deemed too great to soften their rancotr. 


‘Besides the silver and gold paper and the. “ cash 


-. notes’ above alluded to, there is’ a much. more 


valuable pape currency. These axe sheets ‘of paper: 
covered ali over with designs and written characters ; 
at the top there is a bell with a tongue to it to attract 
the Co-zon.: On cither side are invocations to the . 
’ Buddhas, the good genii, and the priests, preceded 
occasionally by the well- hana formula, Naa-xo. A-pI-Da 
> Paar. ; 

Below are representations of fine clothes, different, 
domestic utensils, embroidered robes with Paioo. in- 
-seribed on them, mandarins’ boots,- strings of different 
kinds of money with Tust-Biyu (eternal peace) on them,’ 
and a variety of other combinations—everything, in fact, 
that an indigent devil could require. The invocations 
at the top vary. In some of them they run, ‘ Ob, all 
ye Puar (Buddhas) who live for aye in the ten places. 
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List, yo spirits, all-powerful.’ Ov again, “ Ioarkon, all 
ye saints, all-blessed, all-powerful, yo who aro liko unto 
fire pure and undefiled, grant, in your morey, to the Lov. 
saken spirits who have suffored from the throo ovils, 
entrance into tho divine abode.” 

On the first and Aftoenth of the month such papors 
of supplies, pecuniary and personal, ave burnt nol only 
at the ancestral altars and on the throshold of tho 
houses, but upon special a erected in lonoly places 
to the Co-tox, ‘While the papers avo burning, tho hoad 
of the family prostrates himsolf, and afterwards scatters 
broadcast on the roof of his coltago somewhat moro 
substantial, but still scanty offerings of vice and 
bananas, These aro of courgo to provont tho Co-1on 
from coming inside, an occurronco which tho most hos- 
pitable goodman would view with horror, 

On the fifteenth day of the first, seventh, and tenth 
months, more particularly of tho seventh, thera are 
almost universal offerings to these troublesome Co-non. 
They are called Lu Puar-Lidxa, distributions of food. 

It is cmious to watch the people come out of theix 
houses just after dark. Tho father of the houso calls 
out, * Spirit who hast a name, bul no tille; spirits who 
have titles buf no human namo; spirits of univorsal 
nature, crowd hither and ent my offoring.” 

Then he turns to the four points of the compass, ong 
after the other, commencing with the west, throws to- 
wards each of them a handful of salt and rico mixed, 
and burns o, little of the spivit-monoy, saying, ‘I oll 
the laggaid spirits; he who comes fastest will eat most. 
May ten become a hundred; may a hundred become a 
thousand ; 2 thousand, ten thousand; ten thousand, a 
hundred thousand; a hundred thousand, a million; a 
million, 2 countless multitude.’ This is, it need hardly 
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be explained, a desire to obtain the multiplication of his 
offering. The notion is of course borrowed fiom the 
Chinese with their regular sacrifices of Dimx. A develop- 
ment of this, found in all parts of the world among un- 
civilized nations, is the exorcism of evil spirits which are 
supposed to enter into people and cause illnesses. The 
method of driving these out in Annam differs little from 
the process described by doggns of writers on nations in 
other parts of the earth @ sorcerer is called Tar- 
Pxap, and he must on no gccount eat the flesh of buffaloes 
or dogs. ; 

An analogous superstition is the ceremony of making 
offerings once evely year to the former holders of the 
soil, No country faimer would think of letting the first 
three months of the year pass without making offerings 
of a general kind to the old aboriginal cultivators. Some- 
times, however, this is not enough. Hoe loses his dogs 
and pigs and chickens, his mce gets drowned with too 
much water or dies of diought; he falls sick himself 
and sees visions of capering, bloodthirsty savages. 

Then he knows what is the matter, and goos straight 
off to & paper-goods manufacturer and ordeis a facsimile 
of his house to be built in paper. This is 2 most elabo- 
rate attair, reproducing not only a general model of the 
house, but of everything in it—furniture, people, dogs, 
cats, and pigs, and even the lizards in the thatch. All 
the human beings, however, are represented twice over, 
so that the ghost to whom this model is to be given up 
may not have an exact model of the owner, or of his wife 
ox children. These houses are very dear, costing some- 
times as much ag £6, which is a large sum fox a peasant, 
farmer. Ifitis the commune that is making the offer- 
ing, a model is made of the village shiine, the Dinu. 

On the determined day, offerings of the usual kind are 
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made, and the wizard, the Trrat-Piar, {alls into a tranco, 
and is possessed by the deceasod owner of the land. 
He blackens his face on the bottom of a pot, cats ducks 
and chickens raw, and drinks wino by the bucketful. 
This is proof positive that tho old savago owner is inside 
of him and is having a real good time. Thon ho is 
requested to make a formal cession of the land in quos- 
tion. If the farmer is mn rich man tho spirit doos not 
yield for several days, if ho jg poor tt is settled as goon 
as possible, A sum is fixed upon, a fow hundred liga- 
tures say, and this is promptly paid, in funeral monoy of 
course, which can be bought for a shilling or two. Tho 
possessed Tirar-Puar signs for the departed aavago, plant- 
ing a thumb dippod in ink at tho bottom of tho written 
conveyance, Thon tho medium is restored from hig mog- 
merised state, the paper house is bunt, and with it the 
sum of monoy formally agreed upon. It is usually also 
stipulated that a pig shall be sacrificed overy threo 
yoara or oftener for the beticr comfort of the old land- 
owner, Aftor this it is Nard if tho {armor doos not 
enjoy peace o’ nights, 

The household ancestry, as wo havo said, aro wor- 
shipped more or lesa all tho year round; bub tho 
especial great -season for overy ono, rich and poor, ig 
the new year, the T&r, tho Annamoso now year, of course 
which corresponds with the Chinose, and falls abont 
the beginning of February. Then overy one, down to 
the poorest, who at other times may not have the means 
or the leigure to pay proper attention to their forefathers, 
betakes himself to the last resting-place of his progeni~ 
tors, and there is much burning of inconso and Immoral 
money, much scattering of vice and heaping up of frnit 
and flowéys, during four daya. Tho graga and other 
yegatable growths round about the tombs ave carefully 
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weeded away, and at the head of each a leaf of gold or 
silver is placed, and on this a stone to prevent it from 
being carried off by the wind. The belief is that, at a 
season such as the Tar, the evil spirits are particularly 
active and spiteful on account of the general rejoicing 
and feasting which they see going on upon earth, They 
are therefore exceptionally likely to do harm to ordinary, 
easy-going souls, such as those of the rude forefathers 
of the hamlet. But theirséppidity thwaite them. They 
eluich at the glittering leaf placed at the grave-head, 
and, while they axe doing so, the respectable spizit down 
below has time to scurry off to a place of safety. The 
Plaine des Tombeaux at Saigon presents an extraordinary 
appearance at this season of the year. Ordinarily it is 
as desolate, if not as big, as the similar place at Cairo ; 
but duving the four days of the Ter both sides of the 
Tay-Nivg rond are crowded with pious descendants from 
all parts of the country, come to secure the tranquillity 
of their ancestry. 

The living do not forget their own amusement at the 
same season of the year. There is junketting in all the 
houses, theatrical performances are held everywhere, in 
which the actos put on marvellous beards of immense 
size and of every colour of the rainbow, from indigo blue 
to bright scarlet like a Mogul’s. The head-dresses are 
immense and the garments are superb, if somewhat 
mouldy and fanciful. There they rave away all day 
Jong, and expect contributions from passing strangers to 
defray the expenses. Annamese plays, like Chinese, last 
for days on end and exceed all human endurance. 

The whole Annamese community has its birthday on 
the first day of the year, and it is therefore necessary to 
be very cautious, for the actions of that day are likely 
to have an influence on all the ensuing year. The 
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house door is kept shut against ovorybody until midday, 
lest any one with a name of bad augury for the master 
of the house should enter. After midday it is thrown 
wide, and visits of courtesy are gonerally made and 
received. The notion is something like that of tho 
“ first foot,” but it does not appear that tho Annamoso 
have really the samo beliof as is embodiod in tho Seotch 
superstition. They are too cowed to believe that any ono 
is lucky, and all they iry is to exclude those whoso names, 
according to the goodman’s horoscope, are of bad omen, 
Tt is also necessary to begin the year bya lucky trans- 
action. Shopkcepers usually sell their goods a little 
cheaper in order to soll a large quantity. his is a con- 
yeniont arrangoment which makes everybody happy. 
The customer is comfortable in tho assuranco that he 
has made a bargain, and is likely to continue doing so 
all the yea round, The denler consoles himself with 
the réflection that he has twnod over a lot of money, 
and is likely to keop up a brisk business till Tix arrives 
again. 





CHAPTER YI, 


KE-SO AND THE NEIGHBOURIOOD. 


HRISTIANITY has been preached to the Annamese 
for nearly three centuries. ‘Tather Alexandre de 
Rhodes was almost the first missionary who penetrated 
into the country, and he certainly was the first European 
to give a description (in 1627) of Annam and Tongking. 
Episcopal sees were established towards the end of 
the seventeenth century; and, notwithstanding inter- 
mittent persecutions which have lasted down to the year 
1884, Christianity has made steady progress. There 
ave now about 600,000 Christians in Tongking, say a 
twentieth of the population, The missions are Spanish 
and French, and divide the country equally between, 
them, the Spanish to the left of the Sona-cor, the 
French to the right. Kn-uor, a little tbove Har-Dziiéne, 
is the head-quarters of the Spaniards. 

The French missionaries haye their chief establish- 
ment at Kn-sé (the Annamese “ts” has always an ‘ sh” 
sound, and the name is pronounced Kx-sno), on the left 
bank of the lower Dai. Besides the fertile lands round 
about belonging to the villagers, there are a traiziing 
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collego and seminary, a fine cathedral, and a well- 
organized printing-press. Liko all Annameso towns 
following the Chinose custom, it has an ovory-day namo 
and an official name. On soma maps, therefore, it is to 
be found styled Nixu-Puv, the title which the mandarins 
give it. 

Ka-s6 is charmingly situated on the skirts of a flat 
lowland country, and immediately opposite, on the other 
side of the Dai river, rises the abrupt wall of fantastic 
limestone peaks which forms the western boundary of 
Tongking, and furnishes the good fathers with abun- 
dance of fine building stono, which they havo only to 
hew out of the baye face of tho clifis and ferry over the 
yiver, here narrow and very deep. They have iakon 
advantage of this to build a gigantic cathedral on the 
modlel of the sacrod edifice at Saigon, and liko it, with 
far-away suggestions of Notre Dame. It is as yot un- 
finished, and in so far resombles the huge zhinster in 
Canton, which the Chinamen dotest so much on recount 
of its Fung-Snur. 

But the Tongkinese fane is moro forlunato, for it is 
likely to be finished in six months, wherons Canton 
cathedral is move likoly to bo finished by dynamite.» It 
must be admitted that both of thom look not a little out 
of place, the K-83 building rising ont of the paddy- 
fiolds and palm-trees, and visible long before thore is a 
glimpse even of the thatched houses of tho villagora and 
the plain, low, stone buildings of the seminary, while 
Canton mingter towers over the close-built stroots, with 
no rival but the pawn-shops, The ontside of tho cathe- 
dral is gaily painted in blue and white and xvod, which 
the contrast with peaceful naturo round about forces 
one to declare gaudy and vulgar. Inside, tho decora- 
tions, though unfinished, are oqually florid, and there 
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are already a couple of stained windows. No doubt the 
fathers know what pleases their flock best, but it seems 
a pity that they have appealed so much to the eye. 
The consecration will take place in the early days of 
1885, and the occasion will be a well-earned triumph 
for the bishop, Monsignor Pucmien, with his thirty 
years of mission labour in Tongking. 

The mission buildings are very extensive, and it 
requires a full hour to walk yvound the premises, to say 
nothing of the village which lies outside. The seminary 
and the college for the instruction of the children and 
the rearing of native pastors are neat, quiet buildings, 
and ate excellently conducted. They give full employ- 
ment to a staff of ten French fathers, twenty-five native 
curés, and a hundred catechists. The native preachers 
and deacons are not only instructed in Latin, but are 
perfected in the study of their own language, so that 
many of the rural clergy are infinitely better scholars 
than the regular literati; while those pupils who remain 
laymen dye the most useful tlerks and interpreters the 
French have. It is impossible not to admire the zeal of 
the fathers, many of them siraple French pensanis who 
have been attracted into the priesthood, at first with no 
higher desive than the dignity of pire and the oredit ik 
would bring to their family, and then sent out to 
heathen lands to live on the scantiest of salaries, with 
but the faintest possible hope of ever xeturning to the 
pleasant land of France; wearing the dress of the 
country, even to the extent of sometimes walking bare- 
footed, and exposed too often to persecution and mar- 
tyrdom., The very first experience is a terribly severe 
trial to the patience. When the writer visited Ke-sd, a 
new arrival, who had been only four months in the 
country, had been occupied during all that time, for 
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eight hours a day, in studying nothing moro'than tho 
mere tones. Annamese is a very hard language, and 
such a terrible drill af the commoncoment is only too 
likely to help on homte-siokness, It roquives a full year 
to be able to keep up even tho most trivial convorsation, 
and the unhappy stato of tho young priost who is sont 
at that stage all alone out into a romoto village may be 
imagined. Verily they shall have their reward. 

But at Kn-so, ab any vate, they ave nob without thoir 
comforts; the fathera have thoro created a magnificent 
garden which would do credit to an Acclimatization 
Society ; they have succeeded in rearing ovor a hundred 
trees, shrubs, and plants, foreign to Tongking, and the 
resulis of these efforis must be most valuablo to the 
country when the military have managed to redueo it to 
tranquillity. The fathers have fair grapos for their tablo, 
coffee of their own growing, cigars of tho Kd-so brand, 
and even a light kind of wine pressod by thomaolvos. 
Their labours have gone fay to demonstrate the magnifi- 
cent possibilities there ard in Tongking, and tho supe- 
riority of the sericuliure of the Ninn-Biam distvict is 
largely due to the neighbourhood of tho priosts. 

Many of the inhabitants of Ib-sd are of a curious, 
foreign-looking type. . This is said to bo duo to tho frot 
that two hundred and fifty years ago thoro was a con- 
siderable settlement of Japanese horo, Whothor this bo 
so or not, it is certain that tho villago has a peouliar 
physiognomy of its own. Ib is protected liko all othor 
Tongking villages against tho attacks, whether of men or 
wild beasts, by an imponctrable girdle of bamboos, and 
a ditch filled with water, This is vendered the more 
troublesome by the removal of tho bridgos at night, and 
many of the convents are much moro formidably armed 
than anybody who is likely to attack them. ‘he fathors 
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were therefore not at all sorry to see the withdrawal of 
the French soldiers who were stationed here for a few 
months in 1884. Their habits and oxample were un- 
doing the labour of years. The peaceful little village 
has an air of great prosperity. The flat lands, as far as 
the low, grassy swelling grounds to the east, grow all the 
villagers want in the shape of rice, maize, sugar-cane, 


and succulent tubers, The hillocks, one of them crowned * 


by a gigantic cross, marking the last resting-place of a 
former priest, afford admirable pasturage ground for 
their buffaloes, of which they have an extraordinary 
number, and the neighbouring hills on the western side 
supply them with abundance of good timber. 

There axe not a few, of these Christian villages seat- 
tered over the Tongking delta, but more particularly in 
the western part. They ave usually wealthy and pros- 
perous for the most part, no doubt because the priests 
check to the utmost of their power the extortions of the 
mandaring. One of the largest and most prosperous of 
these is the village of Tuai-Beou, about half-way between 
Ki-so and Hanoi, in a straight line to the north. It 
has a large wooden church and a missionary compound. 
The pastor is a native, and this may possibly account 
for the singularly national character of the church 
fithings. The sacred edifice covers a good deal of 
ground, and, except that it hag nof the quasi-Chinese 
exterior of Annamese holy buildings, it might very 
easily be taken for a civilized Tongkinese joss-house, 
Tn the aisle there ave the same stands of processional 
weapons, sabres and fantastic spears and clubs, and 
clenched hands on the end.of red painted staves, and so 
on, In the chancel the saints and apostles were veri- 
table Annamese martyrs, with the thin moustache and 
tho slender growth of casual bristles on the chin. The 
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candlog were the ordinary articles sold in ovory bazaar, 
and the figuro on the crucifix itself might have como 
fvom the joss workshop of some noighhouring town. 

This assimilation of the oulward chaxactoristics of the 
two faiths is a somewhat dolicate quostion. On tho one 
hand, it may bo said that it makes it loss of a wrench to 
the man doubting whothor ho shall give up tho roligion 
of his forefathors; on tho othor, it may bo urged that 
the convert who is finally decided by auch moro super- 
ficial, skin-deep resemblancos is worth vory little, Asa 
matter of fact most of the converts are worth very little 
from a purely spiritual point of view. But at one timo 
the Jesuits went vory much farther than this. They 
permitted proselytos to rendor honours to the momory of 
Confucius, and by some hocus poous converted tho 
system of ancestor-worship into a supposed approach to 
the Romish dogma of the communion of saints. This 
slackness of doctrine was, however, vory far from satisly- 
ing Pope Clement XTY.; and in 1774, a yon after tho 
suppression of the Socibty of Jesus, m bull of that 
pontifi’s declared ancestox-worship and tho honours 
rendered to Confucius to be contrary to and subvorsivo 
of the true faith. Novortheless ono seos spirit-tomples 
in tho Christian fields, and the honouring of ancestral 
graves seoms to be very little intorfored with, It 1s a 
hard matter to decide, and probably tho fathors avo the 
best judges. Tho native Christians hayo had much to 
suffer from the successive occupation and abandonmont 
of Tongking by the French. 

The military post of Puv-ny lies at no great distance 
fiom Ic-so, across tho point of land formod by the Dai 
river and the so-called Prrv-ny canal, which enters the 
main river nearly opposite tho Tnar-Biyr canal. The 
smell mud-walled citadel lics on a low flat, close to the 
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river Dar, and is probably the most unhealthy in Tong- 
king. Inside the two hundred and fifty yard square 
redoubt there is very much more water than land even 
in the dry season, and in the rains it is very little better 
than a lagoon, though possibly it is healthier than when 
the green shme of the swamps is covered up. Five 
hundred men occupied the place in the beginning of 
May, 1884, and by the ond of the year there had been 
several deaths, many had been sent away sick, and there 
were sixty men in hogpital, some with fever, but the 
majority with dysentery. The position is an important 
one from the necessity of controlling the pirate bands of 
the Daz, but it would be better af the French were to 
raze the citadel, or even leave it as it is and eamp out 
the troops on the low hills to the east of Kit-so, a little 
way farther south, or in one of the picturesque little hill- 
villages to the north-east. The Colonial troops were to 
have been replaced by the native levies, but there is some 
diffidence in trusting the Tongkinese Light Infantry after 
the wholesale desertions there have been in that body. 

Pru-ty has not much of a military history. In 
December, 1878, Lientenant Balny d'Avricourt arrived 
opposite the town in the Hspingole, destroyed the bai- 
cade that was being commenced, and of which traces are 
still to be seen, and landed a party of men. They 
mmehed up the dirty little street to the citadel gate, 
summoned it to surrender, but got no answer even to a 
second summons. Then they scrambled over the ram- 
parts, and the Annamese rushed ont at the other side, 
and were punished by several murderous volleys for not 
having opened the gate. Hours afterwards some of them 
were pulled out of tho marshes half-dead from the hun- 
dreds of leeches that had fastened on to them. In 1884 
the gates were found open and the place empty. 
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On some yooks noar tho Dai hore aro tho names of two 
of tho old oxplorera who had thoir fnolory some tivonly 
miles off, at Ttxa-Yor, on the main rivor, Tho namos 
—Banon. 1680. and Viscunn, 1678,—are carved doaply 
into the stono. ‘Threo hours sloaming down tho Dai, 
parallel 40 the cecentric, jagged lino of hills, somotimes 
close to tho river, at one place crossing 10 make a ragged 
gate, and farther down drawing away to tho weat, but 
leaving abnormal, isolatod rocks seatlerod ovor tho plain 
-~throo hows of such sconery brings ono to the fortross 
of Nivu-Biyt. It is a foxmidablo and picturesque- 
looking place. Two 10¢ks, with forlalicos porchod on 
their summit, riso up at the oxtremily of a spit of land 
formed by tho Dar and a orcok, and these rocks aro sur. 
voundod by a brick-walled, bastioned citadol two thousand 
yards round tho ramparts. Jt looks an awkward placo 
to attack, yol in 1878 M, Iautefouillo, a midshipman 
barely twenty yoars of ago, captured it with five sailors 
and an Annamose firoman. After dostroying a barricade 
in tho river somo miles bofow Kn-si, M. Ilautolouille 
had ‘come down to seo if thoro woro any moro, and to 
reconnoitro Ninu-Binit, which, as commanding tho Hun 
road— tho nock of ongking, as Manolis tho hoad,” 
according to tho provorb—Caxnior particularly wanted to 
sccuro, Ile arrived boforo tho place at four in the morn. 
ing of tho 5th Docombor, and waited for daylight, With 
this he soon saw the formidable charactor of tho plage ; 
but nothing daunted, ho fired a couple of sholla—ono at 
the cliff fort, the other at tho nearest battery. ‘Thon his 
boat ran aground: The gallant midshipman promplly 
landed with his fivo sailors and tho fireman, pnssod 
yound the western face of the works, and at tho southern 
gate came upon a whito-boardod mandarin under four 
umbrellas. Jim he seized, and elappod a revolver to 
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his head, while the five sailors kept off the garrison, and 
the fireman turned interpreter. The mandarin proved 
to be the governor of the citadel. M. Hautefeuille gave 
him quarter of an hour to summon the other mandarins 
and give up the citadel, 

They came, and, sity seconds before time, the mid- 
shipman marchedin. He extorted a written capitulation 
from the governor, locked bim and all the other officials 
up, and made the tour of the walls, where there were seven 
hundred Annamese tioops on their knees, with their 
aims lying on the ground before them. A veuy little 
extra frightening made them all 1un away. That night - 
the young conqueror slept with his men in the higher of 

* the two interior 10ck-forts, though he had already re- 
cerved reinforcement of fifty armed Chiistians from the 
village of Puar-Drnom to the north. The number incrensed 
daily, and a strong detachment of Muones from the hills 
came and enrolled themselves in his service. Before 
Francis Garnier arrived, fous days later, the province of 
Nuve-Bine was in hand, and M, Tautefeuille had actually 
despatched a body of Mvonas to hold the Tam-Dinr pass 
into the province of Taanm-Hoa, and so prevent the 
arrival of reinforcements from Hut. Tho Muonas not 
only seized the pass, but held it against several attacks. 

The prdvince was soon quieted down. M, Iautofeuille 
appointed profects of his own in all the chief towns, and 
himdelf travelled all over the different districts. All xe- 
mained quiet till the death of Francis Garnier. Then 
the seattered troops and the malcontont mandarins 
gathered together, killed one of the new prefccts, and 
burnt several Christian villages. M. Hautefeuille was 
up on the instant. His native levies diove back tho 
enemy on Nao-Quane, a town up the Dao-Grane river, a 
small stream not far above Nina-Bixa, which flows down 
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from the westorn hills. Fortunately tho Mana-ITao, ono 
of M. Dupuia’s steamers, happened to be at hand, and 
M. Hantefouille promptly requisitioned it to tow. hia 
junks up the Dao-Grana. 

With this assistance ho renchod, on tho bth of January, 
a place called Dar-Hun, at tho foot of tho hills, It ‘was 
a strong position, consisting roally of threo villages, do- 
fended by palisading, and with the front covered by 
marshes; bub the enomy ran at the first shella, and 
next day the veal fight came off at An-IHoa, 0 biggish 
town situated among the hills, and protected by a fort. 
_ Brenstworks covered the foreground, and © forest filled 
with the enemy guarded one flank, It was theoiv last 
hope, and they fought well for some timo, But an attack 
above and below, and tho shells from tho Mana-IIao, 
which fired the town, drovethem back. ‘hoy sot {iro to 
their own barracks and fled to the hills, pursued by the.’ 
Muovyas, who killed so many that tho river ran red wilh 
blood, ‘Twenty-four rebel officiala were shot, M, 
Hautofeuille had thus once’ moro restored his provineo 
to tranquillity. Ho roturned on tho evening of tho 7th 
to Nina-Binn, found an order tolling him to ovacuate 
the place immediately, and did so with  hoavy heart 
next-day. , ; 

Tho place remainod in Annamoso hands till 1888, 
when, in the month of Septembor, with if possible less 
resistance than in 1878, if smuxendoxed to thirty mon, 
‘Till May, 1884, fiftoon men-in the rocky fort sorvod to 
hold it, but since then Nixm-Binn has had » garrison of 
three hundred, whom, howover, fever and dysentery is 
constantly reducing. Wore it not that the villages 
hidden away among the gorges and in awkward nooks 
and corners of the neighbouring hills bear an ill-npme, 
it would perhaps be woll to return to the fifteen again. 
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. Tho winter of 1884-5 will have to see done over again 
‘. the work which M. Hautefeuille accomplished: in a few 

weeks, Tho pirates who come up from the sea; and the. 

marauders from the hills, combine to make wandering 
“in the beautiful western hill-country anything but safe. 





’ CHAPTER VIL 


BEVORE BAGNINIL 


LL through the summer of 1888 and during tho 

early months of 1884 tho namo of Bacninh wag in 
every one’s mouth. It was not on account of tho im- 
portance of the town itself, for were it not for tho 
citadel there aro many villages in tho"provinco which 
are considerably larger mid, socially aponking, more 
noteworthy. It is a charactoriatic of Tongking that tho 
populous and commercial contros keop away Irom the 
citadels. People who want to prospox' and to bo Jot 
alone keop aloof ng much as they can from tho ollicials, 
and certainly from tho soldiery. It is only tho China- 
men who dare to grow fat and gather togothor piccos of 
silver in tho noighbourhood of the mandarins. ‘thus it 
happens that the pottery village of Cno-na, a fow miles 
north of Baeninh, on the Song-cau river, is very much 
more thriving and substantial than the provincial town, 
and the huge villago of Dana-xa, a littlo farther off to 
the south, on the othor side of the Sona-xr canal, is 
equally beyond question moro populous and woll-to-do. 
The same thing is found everywhore else, ‘The villago 
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* of the bamboos is lively and brisk in its trade. The 
adjacent citadel of Hung-yen is a wretched, dead-and- 
alive place. My-Ludéxe was a far better built place than 
Sontay. My-puo is a mere hamlet compared with Nava. 

In itselt Bacninh was nothing. It was the position 
that was everything. Without Bacninh the French 
could have no peace in the central delta. From this 
starting-point hostile troops could march east, south, 
and west, and raise perpetual trouble in the country, 
and in the most feitile part of Tongking too, With- 
out possession of Bacninh the wet weather route to 
Hanoi by the Sone-xr or Bacninh canal could never 
be safe. Moreover, the citadel was astride the direct 
road to China, the Royal Road which led from Saigon 
to Hué, from Hué to Hanoi, from Hanoi to the suzerain 
middle kingdom, The situation wag farther accentuated 
by the virtual occupation of the place by the Chinese, 
Since 1868 there had practically been a constant Chinese 
gavtison in Bacninh. It had varied from a regular 
army to a few score men, but there had always been an 
Imperial officer thére, and tho provincial Toxa-Doo was 
very obedient to the ordes of his “elder brother.” 
Since Rividve’s capture of Hanoi Citadel the Chineso 
garrison had steadily increased, Chineso troops from 
Bacninh crossed the canal and came over to bombard 
the Tongkinese capital. It was ovidont that to pacify 
Tongking the French must take Bacninh, But then 
came tho Marquess Tstna’s statement, thatif the French 
attacked Bacnmnh they would run tilt against the Chinose 
troops, they would break a lance with the middle kingdom, 

Sonvay had taxed the most strenuous efforts of six 
thousand of the flower of the French army. If the 
Black Flags, mere outlawed Chinamen, with a little 
casual assistance in arms and money, had been able to 


120 BLTORE DACNINH. 


do go much, what would not tho “vogular” Chinage 
army, with tho Imporial “roasury ab its back, offect ? 

Accordingly tho attack on Baoninh hung {iro most 
terribly, ns indood Fronch colonial ontorprisos for tho 
last three years havo shown a moat unfortunate and 
costly tondensy to do. Baoninh lay midway, or nearly 
80, between tho Sone-xr canal and tho Sonc-oav river ; 
but tho formor was too far off, and a low rango of hills 
barrod view of tho citadel from tho rivor. Tho Vroneh 
were therefore unable to support tho attack of thoir 
troops by the firo of thoir gunboats, and the gunboats 
had hitherto been tho main olomont in scaring the 
enemy, It was known, it is truo, from tho roports of 
tho few Fronchmon who had visilod Baoninh in tho old 
doys, that the citadel was commanded by sinall eminonces 
at no great distanco, and that if was impossiblo to 
defilade this fire, But, on tho obhor hand, it was an- 
nounced by spies that all thoso heights wore ocoupicd, 
and to some extent fortifiod, by tho Chinamon. ‘hat 
the divoct Ianoi-Bacninh road waa slrongly hold, the 
Fronch could onsily soo for thomselvos from tho top of 
Tanoi towers, 

Thon ibappearod that tho Chinamon wero ronlly dolor 
minod to fight hard. On tho various occasions whon tho 
Fronch had mado xoconnaissancoa towards Bacninh 
they had always oxporionood move or losa alubborn 
rosistaneo at tho difforont oarthworks. Thoy had nover 
succeodad in driving tho onomy farthor off than the 
Sona-r canal, which is not a third of tho wholo distance 
to Bacninh, and the Frouch thomsolyos had nevor von- 
tured nearer ovon than a milo to this barvier. ‘Cho 
Chinamon had immodintoly roturned nftor evyory such 
expedition, and had ro-ocaupiod tho onxthworks iu the 
direction of Upnoi, from which they had beon driven. 
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While Soytay was being attacked a strong force from 
Bacninh made a strenuous attempt to cross the river 
and take the French forces in the rear, fning into ITanoi 
at the same time. It was only the shells and Hotchkiss 
guns of the French war-boats that prevented one or 
other of these attempts, repeated as they were on three 
successive nights, from being successful. 

Moreover, on the enstern side there had been a plucky 
and very nearly successful attempt to retake Hat-Dzvona. 
This town, on the Tuart-Brng, was the thid most im- 
portant in Tongking, both in population and in wealth, 
the commercial entrepédt as it is of the fortile central 
delta, Moreover, the route to Hanoi can never be safe 
with Har-Dzvone in an enemy’s hands. The town is 
very picturesque, rising up asit does, with its substantial 
brick houses and a laige Spanish cathedral, fiom land 
which seems only a few inches above the level of high 
water, Across the green rice-fields one can trace the 
limits of the place from miles off, and can hardly believe 
it a Tongkinege town, so massive and opulent does it 
appear, ‘ 

This town was therefore one of the fist which Garnier 
took possession of in 1878, There were barriers under 
construction in tho Trar-Bins, and Lieutenant Balny 
was sent round with the Zspingole to destroy them and 
receive the submission of the governor of Hat-Dzvona. 
The barriers were only half finished, and were easily got 
past or destroyed: But at two mules from the town the 
gunboat ran aground, the tide being at its lowest. With 
the promptitude and daring which charecterized the 
French officers of those days the young lieutenant 
jumped into his boat, and with an escort of four men 
proceeded to the citadel. He was asked to wait in the 
“ Strangers’ Bungalow,” attached to all Tongking fo1t- 
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resses, bit, becoming impatient alter Lon minutos, forced 
his way into tho citadel and intothe prosonce of the Toxa- 
Doo himsolf That official was somewhat disconcorlod, 
but was colflly polite. Io wished for poaco, and might 
even agreo to the commorcial odict of Garnioy whish 
was read over to him, but ho rofused to give up tho 
citadel, and declined to return Balny d’Aviicourl’s visit. 
It would require a special edict from 1Iué before ho could 
do that, he said, The lieutenant insisted, and announced 
what he would do if the ‘ courtesy call” woro not ro- 
turned. The governor could noé boliave that tho gun- 
boat could do anything from « distance of two milos, 
and imaginod himself strong enough 10 repo) any land 
attack. 

M. Balny wont off on board, and was followod im- 
mediately by an inforior official with trumpory prosents, 
These were refused, and on ultimatum sont that, if the 
governor did not come within throo hours, hostilitios 
would be commenced, 

The citadel was a atvong ono, though on tho bad 
hexagonal system. ‘Tho angles wore fnrnishod with 
bastions, and tho total cixeuil of tho ramparts might bo 
threo thousand yards. ‘Thyoe of tho gates wore blocked 
with gabions, and all wore protested by oxtorior works, 
The rampaits bristled with cannon, many of thom 
useless, but among thom somo fairly serviceable bronze 
guns. There were fifteen hundred mon in tho placo, 
most of them armed with muskets, Tho governor 
thorefore seemed fairly justified in rofusing to survendor; 
at any rate he did not come, and after the three hours 
ton shells were dropped into the citadel, ono of thom 
hitting the tower. 

Thon negotiations we1e reopencd. ‘Che governor was 
given till the next day to considar, but he only sont tho 
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Cuanu-Laxu-Bryg, the provincial general, and another 
mandarin. Meanwhile the Zspingole flonted and came 
close up to the town, which lies between tho citadel and 
the river, Thirty-two men were landed under the com- 
mand of M. Balny and M, de Trentinian, and marched 
up the central street on the easteam gate. The 
Espingole engaged the foits in the meantime, at a 
distance of little over quarter of a mile; but a brisk 
return fire was kept up, though it did little damage. 
The storming party nevertheless met with a ‘pretty 
sturdy resistance, though the Annamese firing, happily 
for them, was as wild as that directed on the gunboat. 
The xvedan with its iron-spiked walls was scaled, and 
then a 1ush was made for the gate. Here they wee 
checked, There was nothing but an axe to destroy the 
gate, and it was too solid. The walls were too high to 
scale, and three cannon from one of the bastions at the 
angle to the right were firing persistently at them, not- 
withstanding the searching Chassepdt fire. It was a 
nasty situation, for a shower of stone and bricks was 
coming down upon the Frenchmen from the archway 
over the gate. Suddenly it was noticed that the gate 
svas solid only at the foot; the top portion was a mere 
gruting. The wooden bars of this were soon torn away, 
and Balny, Dr. Harmand, and four men scrambled over. 
The moment they appeared inside the citadel the whole 
gariison took to flight. . 

But the conquest was rather an embarrassing one, 
The Spanish missionaries of the adjacent mission of 
Kn-mor, Bishop Cozounr et their head, protested 
violently against the occupation, and if it had not been 
for the Chinamen, who believed in Garner's proclama- 
tion ordaining freedom of trade on the Sona-cor, the 
French could haidly have kept the citadel, M de 
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Trontinian was lofi behind with a garrison of sovonteon 
men. He spiked all tho cannon, burmé most of tho 
mitskats, and constructed a sort of keop ingide, whero 
he with his handful of men might havo lad somo 
reasonable hope of holding oul, But it waa tho China. 
men who really mado the place soowre, Thoy raised a 
volunteer force of two hundyed man, hold somo of tho 
outforts, and scared off malcontents; while M. do Tron. 
tinian was actially guided in nll his precautions by tho 
chief of the Chineso community, But the occupation of 
Har-Datone lasted even a shorter timo than that of 
the other Delta fortresses, On tho 6th of January, in 
Accordance with M, Philastve’s poromptory odors, tho 
French troops were drawn off. It was possibly tho 
only citadel where there wore not wholosalo massnores 
afterwards, for the Annameso mandarins darod not 
touch the Chinamon, 

In 1883 Har-Dzvona foll in tho most pitiful why. 
‘Tio small river gumbonts, the Carabine and tho Yatagan, 
came up with somo launches carrying threo hundred 
yen under the command of Colonel Brionval. ‘Tho 
Annamese took to thoix hools at tho fiat gun, ond 
abandoned tho citadel containing ono hundred and Atty 
cannon and a considerablo amount of troagure in 
“cash,” ‘This was on tho 19th of August. ‘Tho onsy 
captive induced too much .confidenco; besides that, tho 
French had not enough men at the timo to loavo a 
strong garrison. In the boginning of Novombox, whon 
the Chinamen camo over from Baoninh, there wore only 
sixty Fronchmen and s company of Annamoso Uirail- 
lows, All the latter and tho majority of the Fronch 
troops were at the timo in a small blookhouse on the 
Trar-Binu, with the town lying botwoon them and the 
citadel. s 
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The Chinese arrangements were very good. They 
massed in the neighbourhood, and made their attack 
from the north and west about eight at night. The 
citadel was occupied at once, and the whole town over- 
yun in an extraordinarily short space of time. A barri- 
cade was run up in the street leading through this to 
the eastern gate, thus cutting off all communication 
between the citadel and the blockhouse, To add to the 
difficulties, the lieutenant in command of the section in 
the citadel had gone to dine with his captain at the 
blockhouse, and, the way being barred, the score or so 
of men were left under the orders of a sergeant. The 
sergeant was promoted to be lieutenant, but apparently 
the lieutenant never got anything—not even a reprimand. 
The section had only bare time to take refuge in the 
eastern gateway, over which a massive turret was builé, 
when it was surrounded on every side, The Chinamen 
fvom inside the citadel fired on them, and those from 
the barrier without fired also, both equally regardless of 
the chance of killing their fellow-countrymen. ‘The 
men at the barricade also kept up a raking fire down 
the streot, and prevented the men from the blockhouse, 
who themselves were attacked, from making a sally to 
rescue their brethren in arms. 

The little gunboat, ‘the Carabine, was in the creek 
which runs to the south of the town, but it was low water, 
and she could not turn. The solid Chinese houses all 
along the bank were loop-holed, and an overwhelming 

. fire was kept up which raked her decks and prevented 
any use being made of her guns. Another half-hour 
and Hat-Daudxe and possibly the Carabine would have - 
been taken. 

But, luckily for the Frenchmen, the large xiver gun- 
boat the Lynz, stationed at Kn-mor, afew miles up the 


126 BEFORT BACNINIL, 


yiver, hoaid the fring and eamo down in hob hasto, 
She got into a branch of tho river to tho north, and her 
shell and the terrible dostzaction of hor Totehkiss guns 
turned the balanco tho othor way. With victory just in 
theix giasp the Chinamon had to draw off, If they had 
but had a couple of cannon with them the Lyna would 
have been too late. As it is, tho gatoway towor romains, 
pitted all over with bullots on evory side, and tho solid 
planks of the door which had zesisted Balny’s axos are 
perforated in a score of places. 

An event such as this increased the respect of the 
French for the Bacninh Chinamon, Admiral Courbet 
tlecided to wait for the xoinforcemonts just thon about to 
leave France, and immediately sont strong reinforcomonts 
to Hat-Dztoxe. The commondant thore did moro, Tle 
was determined not to risk such anothor attack, and he 
simply made a clean sweep of tho wholo Chinoso quartor. 
The once wealthy townissimply ahoapof melancholy ruins, 
The substantially built [Toxas aro more piles of bricks, 
with here and there a wall throatoning to fall and overs 
whelm the paliry little huts somo rotitrnod Annameso 
have built under its sholtox, Tho ciladol iv a porfect 
waste, with nothing but a fow linos of filthy barracks, 
whose condition adds to the naiwrally uhoalthy ainto of 
the noighbourhood. Boyond tho Annamese quartor to the 
west and the blockhouso, nothing romains intact but tho 
cathedral. This is a tolerably largo building, in tho plain 
Dominicanstylo, with round windows and a loftyrool, Tho 
insido is utterly ruined by some horrid daubs by native 
artists, intendod to ropresont scones in sacred history, 

Allogether, whon in the middlo of Fobruary, 1884, 
General Négrior arrived in Tat-Davowe, tho scone was 
dismal enough, and quilo sufficient to suggost n hard 
atruggle before Bacninm was taken. Rumowrs wero 
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flying about that there were 20,000, 30,000, 40,000 
Chinamen there; that the Black Flags were coming, 
that all the advance posts were armed with Krupps; 
that there were 15,000 Annamese troops, and tye 
velitable descendant of the old Lit dynasty had issued 
forth from the forests to lead them, mounted on the 
aged elephant with the gold rings in his ears, who for 
near a hundred years had waited for his coming at 
Bacninh gates. Bacninh was to be le tombeaw de tout le 
monde. 

General Négrier did not trouble himself muck about 
all this, but at once set to work with his usual energy. 
Ho occupied a round, bare hill, “The Seven Pagodas,” 
at the mouth of the Sone-cav river, almost without an 
effort, and, after beating off an attack on this position by 
the Chinamen, warted the completion of General Millot’s 
preparations at Ilanoi and the airival of the full moon 
of March. 





CHAPTER VIII. 


THE FALL OF BACNINA, 


HE march on Bacninh commenced from both sides 
on the Sthof March, 1864. General Négrier started 
from his advanced post of the “ Soven Pagodas” on tho 
Hai-Dauong sido, and Generals Millob and Bridro do 
Isle left the Sona-cor on tho samo morning. Bach 
‘column numbered about 67000 mon. ‘ho troops lad 
crossed the viyor from IIanoi on tho afiernoon and night 
of the 7th, so that a staré was mado ab daylight, Hl 
the lass moment tho roulo to bo followed by tho 
Tlanoi column was kopt » sccrot from all but tho alalf 
and tho Fronch newspaper corrospondonts. It had 
been announced that Genoral Bridvo do l’Islo was to 
mareh north of the Canal des Rapides, whilo Gonoral 
Millot was to start towards tho north-oast from Baranya, 
a small post, five or six miles to tho south of Ianoi, on 
the left bank. ‘his proved, howover, 40 be a mere blind 
to deceive the Chinose, who had abundanco of agents in 
Hanoi. 
The actual line of march proved 40 bo very difforont. 
The troops proceeded several miles southwards, and then 
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struck nearly due east at a distance of some ten or 
twelve miles south of and parallel to the canal. This 
completely baffled the Chinamen. They had imagined 
that it was impossible for the avtillery to move other- 
wise than along the regular roads. The route from 
Hanoi to Bacninh would be regarded as a very inferior 
cart-road to a country farmhouse in England, but it is 
the Royal Road, the best in Tongking, and the enemy 
was certainly justified in supposing that the French 
would rather fight than turn it. 

They had made every preparation for a good resist- 
“ance. Crossing the road to the west of the canal, the 
flood-dyke had been converted into a series of earth- 
works, with a few guns and abundance of shelter 
trenches. Beyond this, for a distance of a mile up to 
the canal banks, the country was perfectly open, with 
searcely shelter for a dog. The canal ran swift and 
deep, with a current of five knots at least, and the steep 
embankment immediately on the farther side had been 
transformed into an exceedingly formidable line of 
works. The Chinese had with infinite toil fashioned the 
whole ridge into & veritable fort. The windings of the 
canal furnished natural bastious, every 20 yards or so ‘an 
embrasure was dug for a gun, and the top waa patapetted 
for riflemen. It is impossible to believe that the taking 
of this first line of defence would not have cost dearly, 

A couple of miles farther on came the huge agglome- 
ration of redoubts, breastworks, outlying pagodas, and 
fortified villages which the French called the position of 
Pau-Tu-Son. This was also an obstacle that seemed 
likely to have given warm work to the whole column of 
six thousand men. Beyond, every village and every 
pagoda—and there was one or other every fow hundred 
yards—offered a chance of making a stand. 

; 10 
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General Millot was evidently of opinion that tho 
seventeen miles of dofences which mado up tho Wanoi- 
Bacuinh rond was too much for his strongth, so ho gavo 
up the direst routo and marchod across country. No 
one could have imaginod that Muropean troops, or at 
any rate artillery, could have passed whoro thoy did, 
There was absolutely no road. It had to bo mado by 
the sappers as the column advanced. Tho greater part 
of the way lay across tho paddy-fiolds by tho zig-zag 
wdges dividing the difloront patchos of rico, This 
would have been bad enough in dry woathor, but for tho 
greater part of the time, at any vale in the mornings, 
there was a ponotrating small rain, or Scotch mists of 
the most Ilebridean kind, making tho path diffieult for 
single pedestrians, and simply atrocious for massog of 
men, Now and then passages were mado slraight across 
the viceland whero, it was passably firm—so firm that 
one did not sink up to the ankle, though at ovary stop 
the tenacious clay quakod for yards all round, Barely 
three miles from the rivér ono of the artillery horses 
sunk up td the girths, and had 10 be laboriously dug out. 

Still, somehow oy other, evory ono gob across, artillory 
and all, though at nightfall the advanced posts wore not 
more than sight or nine milos from Ilnnoi, and tho rear- 
guard not more than three. Ib was an unpleasant night 
tho first. Almost every one slopt in tho opon. 'Lhoso 
who got a tree for a countorpano wero lucky, The 
general himself had to put up with a spirit-shrine, open 
to all the winds of heaven execpt on one side, which 
happened to bo the wrong one on that dscasion. ‘The 
groat body of troops had to be contented with the paddy- 
field ridges, and were fortunate if they did not tumble 
into the water during tho night. 

During the early hours of the morning the Chinamen 
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crossed over from tho other side of the canal, and 
opened fire on a battalion of Turcos fiom a distance of 
1,500 yards or thereabouts ; but the column was so long 
that very few except the Algerians were disturbed, and 
they contented themselves with cursing the Celestials 
for making such a noise. 

Next day was very much a repetition of the first, 
except that here and there there were patches of castor- 
oil and peanut and mulberry cultayation that rendered 
Indian file not absolutely imperative. By the afternoon 
the Christian village of Nes-Tu-Dau was ieached, and 
there halt was made to enable the whole column to 
come up. It would have been well to have pushed on 
80 far the first night. This delay was simply the ruin 
of the project to cut off the Chinese retreat, and inflict 
a serious blow which should end matters. But all might 
still have been well if this had been the only delay. 

The good Christians of Naa-Tu-Dav had a very u- 
pleasant time that night. A great part of tho village 
had been requisitioned, but in the confusion, and with 
the intricacies of Tonghkinese villages, it was almost im- 
possible to ascertain which houses were to bo taken and 
which left. In the end the entire body of the inhabitants 
was driven out, anything eatable was seized, and almost 
everything worth taking was stolen. 

The baggage coolies were perhaps the worst offenders 
in this respect, for they did not hesitate to employ vio- 
lence towards any of their fellow-countrymen that had 
the hardthood to remain to look after their goods and 
chatiels, The wiiter found himself installed for tho 
night in a house which he managed to save from the 
ravages of these scoundrels, If was a very good speci- 
men of the house of a well-to-do Annamese landowner. 
About an acre of ground was smyounded by a solid wall 
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and. thick-sot bamboo fonee, ‘he Tongkinoso havo 
the yory smallost amount of confidenco in ono anothor, 
yery village is forlified against all obhors, many of thom 
go strongly that it would yequire arlillory to bring them 
to terms, Zvon avtillory would not find it an casy 
matter to mako a broach in tho solid carth dyko and 
tho closo fence of live bamboo, growing both on tho 
inner and outer slopos. But the Tonglinese aro not 
satisfied with protocting thomsclvos against outsider, 
Byery one who has anything worth guarding shuts 
himsolf off just as carefully from his neighbours, usually 
by means of a bamboo fenco, offen with a brick wall 
and an ixon-clampod door, nol uncommonly with both 
fence and wall. Of this last kind was tho houso at 
Noa-Tu-Dav. Inside was a good-sizod court, flaggod 
with large bricks, Round this, on throo sides, woro tho 
dwelling-houge and offices, and on the fourth was a 
square water-tank of somo size and depth, with little 
islets of n spocios of wator-cross aughorod insido rough 
flonting frames of bamboo. On the sido opposito this 
bank was tho main house, onsily distinguished by tho 
domestic altar at the back to the ancostors of tho family. 
To the left of the main room was tho bedroom, and to 
tho vightt a kind of lumbor-room, filled with agriouliural 
tools, seed grain, and unhusked rico, ‘On tho right. 
hand side of the court was anothor suito of rooms, tho 
contents of a box in which scomed 4o indicnto that tho 
goodman dabbled in modicino, and was not macquaintod 
with mineralogy, At any rato there wore honps of dry 
leaves, some phials of wrinklod scods and powdors, a fair 
selection of tooth (a valuable modicino), one ox two 
sxeeedingly rich spocimens of coppor oro and oinnabar, 
ag well ns one or two amall pinches of gold dust, and a 
fair quantity of tin, 
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Facing this was « byre containing a particularly 
malevolent buffalo, whom there was no means of getting 
id of ; for if he had been let out there was no ensuring | 
that he would leave the court, and he sniffed and snorted 
and tuned about in hig stall with most demonstrative 
dislike fo. the white man. Alongside of him were large 
stores of grain and straw, ploughs and coolie baskets, 
and some huge jars of Nuoc-Man, a most evil-smelling 
liquor stvained from decomposed fish. In a corner was 
a most extensive pig-sty, with but one disconsolate in- 
mate, all his companions having been killed by the 
coolies, By the side of the pond was a large rec- 
tangulay water-cistern, covered with a remarkably 
tenacious sort of cement, which the Annamese make 
out of pounded shells, This was filled with rain- 
water, and close by it were a dove-cote and a stout 
sort of cage, raised about a foot off the ground and 
containing a dog. The dog had had a most mira- 
oulous escape fiom the baggage coolies. He was of 
the most esteemed kind, black himself, with o black 
tongue and a palate—quite a delicacy. Tho worthy 
proprietor was evidently feeding him up for some 
special feast day. The dog was even more hostile 
and mtractable than the buffalo, and all attempts to 
let him out were foiled by his vicious snaps. Next day, 
when the householder returned, he was no doubt eaten. 

The floor of the house was composed of a kind of 
concrete made of tempered lime and clay, and offered a 
vory fair smooth and unyielding swface. The furniture 
was scanty enough. There were one or two long, slim- 
legged tables, the limited nature of whose surface was 
less a matter of concern than their extreme ricketiness. 
Two broad, hard, uncomfortable seats, half bench, halt 
sofa, in plain carved ebony, faced one another, with a 
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tablo in between. ‘Thoro wero one or two stools and 
some boxes, and a fow planks laid loove over a couple of 
low satilos mado wn bed at night and a dais of rocop- 
tion during'tho day. Qn tho walle were a Low serolls 
with pious inseviptions, and soma exude pictures of 
rural sconery, and bald-hoaded ald yontlomon in awk- 
ward attitudes and without any noeks to speak of. 

Jt may soom somowhal curious to givo a long dosarip- 
tion of an Anuamoso yillago house in tho middle of tho 
account of a stralogic march which was to xoswlt in the 
outting off of the volreat of an army of Chinamen. 
No cage in Colostials requires activity aud onergy above 
everything, and this was jusl what was wanting in 
Genornl Millot's column. Tho halb was mado ab Nua. 
Tu-Dav at tio in tho aflernoon, justi whon Genoral 
Nogricy was arriving ab tho positions whora a junction 
with him was to bo affected. ‘Throo posts were on the 
north of the Sove-xr canal, and not moro than fourteen 
to fifteon miles off, Thero was no ono to oppoxo tho 
passngo of tho canal, yo ib was nob till Unxoo days 
afterwards that tho Mnnoi column roashed the markel- 
fown of Cut, whero on this very aflornoon the Algerinn 
goneral had ostablished his advanced post, and was 
fuming up and down in his wlira-onorgotio fnshion, On 
tho Oth scant six miles wore marched, bul tho next day 
not oven so much was got ovor, and tho halt was mado 
at Dana-xa, barely two milos from tho canal, but at a 
placo considerably wost of Cu, whoro Négrier oxpeotol 
the passage. 

No doubt thoxo wor no roads. {was frighttul worl, 
even for a man on foot with nothing to onoumber him, 
Té was astonishing that tho avtillory got dhrough ab oll, 
but they did get through, and that al to in tho affer- 
noon. It would therefore haye boon woxth pushing on 
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to effect the desired touch with the Hai-Dauong brigade. 
Without doubt Négrier got on faster than was expected. 
From the very first the Chinese resistance was not even 
half-hearted. They had made the terrible mistake of 
scattering their forces too much, and were outnumbered 
everywhere, to say nothing of the fact that they had no 
artillery. The Hanoi column had a simple march of it 
till it advanced from Cor. Négrier on the 8th had prae- 
tically the same thing. He started from the “ Seven 
Pagodas,” landed at Pxuu-Lona, and occupied position 
after position by foree of simply walking into them. 
Next day he went on to Yun-Dine, on the Sone-cav 
river, and shelled several forts on the hills, covering 
breastworks, stockades, and fortified villages at their 
base. After the gunboats had done their work, the 
troops advanced, an officer of the 111th regiment and two 
Annamese Tiraillews were killed, and five men wounded. 
The whole line from Yrn-Dina, across westward to the 
Bacninh canal, was oooupied, and the 148rd regiment. 
of the line went even beyond the pre-arranged plan, and 
entered the village of Tot, three miles beyond Car. 
On this line “the coming general” remained inactive 
two days and a half, and, as an Irish officer of the Legion 
remarked, it was a mercy he did not go mad, 
Meanwhile the commander-in-chief’s column strug- 
gled sedately through the paddy-fields, and saw never 
a Chinaman, though scores of straggling villages and 
pagoda clumps were passed, any one of which, in its 
ordinary state, and defended by nothing but resolute 
men with rifles, might have been expected to cost a 
matter of a hundred lives to the attackers, and hours of 
precious time. But nothing more formidable was seen 
than buffaloes; and the few wretched inhabitants who 
had ventured to stay near their houses came out and 


186 THE FALL OF BACNINI, 


offored water to the soldiers, and grovelled in the mud 
before the officers, and generally mado a rovolling 
exhibition of cowardico. 

At Inst, at eight o'clock on a wretched morning, the 
banks of the canal wore voached, <A ‘Tongkinoso mist 
puts the Scotch article altogether out of court; without 
being rain it is equally woltting and infiniloly moro 
disagreeable, and tho aliff clay of tho dolia under its 
influence becomes almost impagsable, Gonoval Négrior 
came up post-haste to moot his chief... Possibly it might 
have becn the depressing influenco of tho woathor, 
possibly there may hayo been other reasons; cortain i 
is that all that was done that day was to cross tho 
canal. A pontoon bridge, composed of boats and bam. 
boog lashed together, with planks over thom, was finishod 
by nino o’clook, and between eleven and twelyo the Inat 
baggage coolie was over. Iowever, tho column romained 
fost, and listenod to Parisian valses from the goneral’s 
band all the afternoon. 

Noxt morning advance yas mado to Cur, a little way 
down the canal. Tho column stoppod to breakfast at 
cight, and soon found that Nogrior lad breakfasted 
earlier, or was not going to bronkfast at all. Lfis guns 
could casilf be heard, and with glasses it was possible 
to see that he silenced a little rodoubt, cight milos off to 
the north, in five minutes, and a fow minutes lator set 
the barracks on fire, Thon ho drew off bohind some 
little hills and wont on up thoxight bank of the Sona-cau, 
his guns pogging away all tho timo, and always getting 
farther west of the first brigade. 

The positions in front of the commandor-in-chiol's 

“column were formidable enough physically, ‘hero was 
a big, bare hill, ffteon hundred feot high, with o small 
earth fort on the very crest. This hill was only about 
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three miles from Bacninh: In front of it and running 
into its sides were a series of little elevations, connected 
with one another, and each ciowned by its breastwork. 
The sides of all weve as bare as the back of one’s hand, 
except for a few scattered rocks, Up to the very base 
yan the paddy-fields, and at the foot of the slope the 
water stood a foot deep, to take no account of the mud 
underneath. Running out to right and left were long, 
straggling villages, protected as usual by dykes and 
bamboos, and, if occupied, completely commanding” the 
huge wide plain of paddy that stretched away without a 
shadow of cover fox miles to the east. 

The Chinamen did not delay to show that they were 
there. In front of each redoubt, if redoubts they could 
be called when they had no guns, were placed two light- 
blue flags side by side. Beyond these two red ones, and 
then a large assortment of all coloursand patterns along 
the works and at intervals on the ridge. Three of the 
positions were really nothing more than breastworks for 
riflemen, denticulated and biilt of heavy sods of tuf. 
The other, on an isolated hill to the right, was cased in 
with bamboos and covered over. About a thousand men 
came out of the village to the left, and, displaying o, large 
number of white flags, took up position at the’ base of the 
hill on the faither side of the swamp; but the majority 
shortly afterwards retired. 

The attack was commenced at twelve. The artillery 
opened fire at three thousand yards, but soon moved up 
much closer. Meanwhile the Chinamen were calmly 
seated on "the top of their works, or on the hill-side, 
looking on as if they weve disinterested spectators; and 
the sight must have been a fine one as the three thousand 
French troops deployed for the attack, with the balloon 
towering high overhead. Presently a shell burst over 
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the troops with the whito flags, and on the instant at 
least threc-quartors of them took to thoir hools, 'Iwonty. 
five remained with four flags and commonced riflo-five nb 
an impossible distance, bué shortly allorwards rotroatod 
up tho hill-side, lonving ono man bohind, Ie alayod for 
gome time fuing vigorously al a disbanco of fifloon 
hundred yards with his sights probably ab a hundred. 
Four shells were deyolod to him, tho last bursting on 
the hill about thirty yards behind him. Thon his norvo 
failed, he seized his two flags and rushod off with oven 
greater zeal than his comrades had provionsly dis- 
played. This was probably tho most sorious resistance 
the French oxperionced at Truna-sow, as tho position 
was onlletl, 

The artillery shelled the villages for twenty minutes, 
and then doyoted their attention to the works on the 
hills. The Annamese Z'vatlleurs advanced on tho loft, 
the Marine Infantry in the contre, and the Larcos on the 
right, firing volley after volloy into tho villages and on 
the abattis along the baso of tho hill, But thoy were 
firing merely at bamboos. ‘Lhevo was nothing moro 
serious to bo dono than to seramblo through tho slush 


, and walk up the hill, But the Chinnmen had tho pace, 


and wore already half-way up to the main work on tho 
big hill beyond, two of thom for a time diligently firing 
jingals in a harmless way. That was all tho onomy’s 
artillery at Trune-son, If it had beon provided with 
only # dozon fairly served guns it would havo beon an 
extremely awkward position, and, defended moroly with 
Remingtons and courage, it must havo cost dearly, on 
account of tho admirably contrived oross-firo, 

As it was it cost tho French nothing. Soven “ forts” 
were captured, n score of villages in which the China 
men had eaten breakfast that morning wore occupied, 
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There was a good deal of “ sniping” at stragglers on the 
way, some of them Chinamen, a good many simple 
villagexe, victims of the undiscriminating Turco. Rain 
came on, and the troops were billeted for the night, and 
listened fox hours to the boom of Négrier's guns 

All day long the Algerian general fought, taking 
height after height, fort after fort, villages and pagodas 
without number, and still he pressed on, meeting with 
but very little more resistance than the other column did, 
and that only because he pressed on so hard that he 
trod on the heels of the Chinamen. The last day of the 
advance on Bacninh cost the French five killed, one of 
them a corporal, cut in half by a rownd shot, and twenty- 
five wounded, The Chinamen abandoned all thought of 
resistance, and only sought to get over the Sone-cau. 
By five o'clock the artillery was shelling Bacninh from 
the northern hills. But the place was alrendy evacuated, 
and at six the troops marched in in column, and the 
following morning General Milloé entered under a salute 
of nine guns. 5 

Tho scheme of outting off the Chinoso retreat was an 
“utter failure. Not only did the Chinamen get away, but 
most of what was valuable was got away from Bacninh 
too. All really serious intention to hold the place was 
given up days before in view of the overwhelming 
French force. Tho Imperial militia that remained to 
hold the outforts were few in number, and the rest were 
the ordinary residents of the province, coolies and store- 
keepers and their clerks. : 

The question of the failure to coop in the Chinamen, 
or at any rate to inflict a severe blow upon them, was a 
sore point with the Fiench, There were even whispers 
that Négrier was greatly blamed for his activity. Had 
he passed vound to the noth and west along the Sone- 
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oav river, instoad of rushing straight on to tho citadel, 
thore were those who said that the plan might havo 
aucceoded, and jo Chinamon massacrod. , 

There can, howovor, be no doubt that any hopo of 
success in the movemont was ublorly rained by tho 
action of the naval force. ‘this was under tho command 
of M. Morol-Beauliou, capitaine de frégaie, Jor threo 
clear days he lay before tho uppor barricado on tho 
Sona-cav, just above the villago of Tana-IIour, and 
nover stiired a hand. Ifo said ho had no orders, tho 
familiar excuse of ihe Indian “boy.” ‘Tho position was 
certainly a very strong one, ‘Lhe barrier ilsolf was a 
formidable obstacle. On tho lofi bank spurge of tho 
mountain range camo close down to tho river, and wore 
surmounted by admirably placed works, Stockados at 
the bottom and on the slopes of the other bank com- 
pleted the strength of tho position, But thoro was no 
sign of movement in tho works, and tho gunboats 
yemained tranquilly anchored below till lato on tho 
morning of tho 12th, the’day on which Négriay ontored 
Bacnink. IIad M. Morol-Boauliou burst tho barrier 
even the previous day and started with tho land foreos, 
ho musi have succoeded in cutting tho bridgo ab Dav- 
cau over the river and greatly hampering tho Chinese 
retreat, if he had nob actually cut off tho rony-guard. As 
it was, he arrived too late to do anything al all oxcopt, 
Kill villagers. In any case, howovos, not vory much 
could have been done, for tho stoppage of Oriontals in a 
countzy like that round Bacninh by Europeans is impos- 
sible. The cartographors may say that thero aro roads 
only in such and such placos, but tho nativos will And 
means of passing everywhoro. 

Bacninh lies on the northern edgo of a wide stretch 
of green paddy-land, divorsificd occasionally with patches 
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of tho maize, peanuts, and castor-oil, which grow so 
well here. From the level plain there is nothing out- 
wardly to distinguish it from the ordinary Tongkinese 
village, except the not very imposing hexagonal tower 
which rises in the centre, hree-quarters of a milo off 
to the north ave the heights so frequently spoken of as 
dominating the town. They are gentle undulations— 
One can hardly call them hillocks—perhaps a hundred 
and fifty feet high, and all of them furnished with ° 
admirably constructed redoubts. Between these and 
the town were other earthworks, but till the French 
destroyed them they were as little damaged as when 
they were first put up. The buildas were either 
directed by a man of experience, or they had extra- 
ordinary natural gifts for fortification. The unfortunate 
thing was that there was no garrison to put inside them 
except the coolie builders. All the way to the Sone-cau 
one found these earthworks. It was the same to the 
east, excopt that there were not so many heights. The 
Hanoi road trusted to the lites along the canal and to 
the fortified villages. 

The town itself was hardly fortified in any except 
the ordinary Tongkinese sense, There was the familiar 
mud wall with the liye bamboos on the top of it, a 
mangy-looking moat, and a freshly constructed earthen 
half-moon battery in front of each gate. The houses 
insido ave close together, and there are regularly defined 
streets, which the ordinary village never dreams of 
having. In shape Bacninh is a crude circle, with a 
considerable bulge to the eastward, and it is mainly in 
this bulge that the town lies, the citadel being in the 
south-west. In a wide circle, a hundred yards outside 
the citadel walls, and extending all round it, ave the 
barracks of the Chinamen, solidly constructed brick 
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buildings ‘capable of holding from twonty to thirty mon 
apiece. They wore crammed full of spoara and gun- 
hevrels, ond clumsy gun-stooks to which those wore to 
be fitted, jars of powder and bullets by the ton, uniforms 
and clumsy bamboo bullet pouches, onrtridgos—mostly 
Remington and Snidor—vwere to bo found overywhoro, but 
never a gun to fire them out of. Tho poor misguided 
townspeople seem io have thought that whon you had 
the cartridge you liad overything. It could bo dis- 

. charged out of the first gun that camo handy according 
to their notion, 

The citadel itself is on tho pornicious hoxagonal 
system, abont five hundred yards to tho sido, Thoro’ 
are four gates with fixed bridges, and covering ench of 
these was o froshly constructed oavthon vedan, the 
citadel itself being of brick. There was a large numbar 
of guns round the ramparts, but they woro for tho most 
part honeycombed with ago, and, if thoy had not burat 
at the first discharge, could not havo sont tho balls lying 
beside thom more than*a couplo of lundyod yards, 
Tuside was found a battory of two-and-a-half-inoh 
Krupps, manufactured at ono of the imporial avsonnls, 
as also n Milynillouse, differing from tho Ifyonch woapon 
only in having thirty-six barrels insload of twonly-Livo. 
Those, howovor, seomad to havo been fired at most onco 
or twico, perhaps for practico. ‘Lhe Baoninh storo- 
keepers did not wndoxstand tho working of them, Of 
public buildings thore wero nono worth montioning, 
There were the usual hugo rico granavios, but scantily 
fillod. The treasury was all but empty. Tho hous of tho 
Chinese commander was a mere wood and bamboo shed, 
and tho Royal Pagoda itsolf, with a clump of pino-troes 
behind it, was a solid but unprotontious building, aur 
passed by many a village dink, Boyond this thore wag 
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searcely anything of any importance. A few knives, and 
forks, and plates, and tumblers wore found, and from 
these the inevitable European was conjured up. It is 
scarcely necessary to say that there was no such 
creature. 

The French soon set about putting the place in order 
after their fashion. The citadel was cleared of more 
than half the buildings. The Chinese barracks were 
gutted, and a great many houses burnt down, some of 
the soldiers said to drive away the mosquitoes, Certainly 
Bacninh mosquitoes are terrible. Those of Burma run 
the pests of the Norwegian fjords and the West Indies 
hard, but they are almost a luxury compared with the 
‘ merciless hordes to be found in Bacninh. Old stagers 
could not get a wink of sleep, and the new line troops 
out from France went about with their eyes bunged up 
and huge red bumps on their faces as if they were fresh 
from a Kilkenny row. 

As the hot, damp weather came on the place became 
move and more unhealthy, Typhoid fever broke out, 
and it is a question whether the French would not do 
well to abandon the citadel and establish themselves in 
a rvedoubt on the hills to the north, where they would 
equplly command the Chinege road and dominate the 
town with their guns. Unfortunately this requires 
money, which is what France cannot easily get at pre- 
sent, not even out of China. 
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TIREE days alter his ontry into Bacninh Gonoral 
Négrier started off in pursuit of tho flying Chinose 
columns along tho Lana-sén road (it would bo moro 
properly written Lana-snén, jush as, according to the 
Annamese pronunciation, Sénray would bo pronounced 
Subwrai), It was not inttndod to prococd all along tho 
way to tho frontier town. F'onoh idoas had not thon 
expanded so much as thoy havo sino. * ‘hore wore 
diplomatic dificultios in tho way, and Gonoral Millot had 
cithor reecived instructions boforoloaving Vraneo, or Lad 
been ordered since, to leave Lana-sbn alono for the timo. 
Attacking Lana-six was praolionlly attacking China, 
The provincial capital is boyond the natural divido, and 
though it is nominally in Tongking, the amount of real 
power tho Annamase, whethor undor tho northom Lh 
dynasty, or under the prosont Navyays of Annam Proper, 
havo possessed in tho province, has always boon of the 
most shadowy charactor. In any caso the Ironch had 
not the means at the time of enrrying out tho mareh, 
Thoy would have had to take all their supply of drinking 
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water with them, and that was impossible in the then 
state of the commissariat, which body completely broke 
down, and was unable to furnish the troops for many 
days with their rations ‘of wine and bread, the things 
which, above all, the French soldiers regard as neces- 
saries of oxistence. 

However, Négrier crossed the Sona-cau by the cleverly 
constructed floating-bridge which the Chinamen had left 
behind them, and hurried off to harass the Chinese 
vetreat. Immediately beyond Dap-cau the country be- 
gins to rise, and one sees no more of the embankments 
which are such familiar features of the landscape to the 

south. , Still there is abundance of rice, There are 
many villages, all of them very populous and thriving. 

Then the Tutona-Gianea river is reached. There 
Négrier came up with the Chinese rear-guard, and there 
was a smart little action for an hour or so; but the 
Chinese fire was very wild, and there were only half a 
dozen or so killed on the French side. Nevertheless 
they held their ground, aud all the junks and boats were 
on the other side, so that there was no means of crossing. 
Eventually’ all the fire was concentrated on the bank 
above and on each side of theso junke. Some of the 
Tongkinese troops pluckily swam the river under tho 
Chinese fixe, seized the boats, and brought them across. 
Then the fow Chinamen who had remained made off, not 

- 80 fast, however, but that many of them were shot down 
and four more Krupp gung were taken. 

It was here that the French advance post on the east 
was established. Puu-Lana-Tutiéne is a pretty, tidy little 
earth redoubt of about ono hundred and fifty yards to the 
side, in a good position, The town is a trumpery little 
place. A score or so of Chinese houses and some seat- 
tered Annamese huts make it up, though it used to be a 
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placo of some imporlance as the emporium where tho 
salt was stored which camo up in junks from the soa, 
and then was transhippod into canoos to go up to 
Kwang-si, or passed by caravans ovor to Lang-sin. ‘Tho 
rivor Tnuéne-Grane itself is vory piclurosquo. Jt passes 
between low hills and high, prettily-wooded banks, which 
in many places remind one of reaches on tho Tamax, So 
fav the country is rich and wealthy, and thickly popu. 
lated. 

Immedintely beyond the aspect of tho landscape en- 
tively changos. Captain Fortoul, Négrior’s chiol of tho 
staff, and an oxceptionally ablo officor, wont on with a 
small guard a considerable way boyond tho main body, 
almost up to Bao-Lx, in fact, half-way to Lang-sin, and 
at the timo ‘ho was of opinion that tho farthast point 
France should hold in this direction ought 10 bo Lanu« 
wep, Since then, however, I’ranco is committed to 
farther advanbes and groater reyponsibilitios, and the 
dangers to which she is oxposod axe corlainly not worth 
what she gains, Négriory on this oconsion went no 
farther than Lane-xur, and then rotumod to Bacninh 
with his Krupps and other trophios, 

In Juno, however, another expodilion startod along tho 
Lana-sin road, with consequoncos far movo imomontous 
than the occupation of Tongking, and bringing about 
complications of which i is impossiblo to soo the ond at 
tho timo of writing this book. Tho Chinoso and tho 
French, both of thom, are lo a cortain oxtont in tho 
wrong, but whose ovrors and misapprohonsions are tho 
groator ox the less pardonablo is by no moans cloay, 
Tho French rest thoir claim to an ingomnity on tho 
written momorandum of the {7h of Moy; in which, ao- 
cording to thg Tvench toxt, the northam provinces of 
Tongking were to be ovacuated “ immédiatement.” The 
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Chinese, on the other hand, declare that this word was - 
the subject of special explanations by Captain. Fournier, 
the French signatory. The memorandum was drawn 
up specially with a view to the interpretation of certain 
articles of the Preliminary Convention of the 11th of 
May. It was first of all stipulated that Lang-sdn and 
Cao-Banu were to be evacuated by the 5th of June, and 
Laoxat bythe 1st of July. This the viceroy declared to 
be quite impossible, and Captain Fournier, agreeing to 
this, crossed ouf the clauses with a lead pencil and 
initialled them. Then comes the'explanation of ‘im- 
mediately.” According to Captain Fournier, the word 
meant from twenty to forty days; according to the 
Chinese Government it meant jhree months. If the 
absolute meaning of the word can be wrenched so much 
that it may express from twenty to forty days, there is 
certainly Ho philological reason why it should not also 
cover three months, and within this time Lr Muna-Cnane 
offered to guarantes thatthe treops should be withdrawn, 
and positively asserts that this was accepted by Captain 
Fownier, That gentleman has remained silent, and 
those Frenchmen who have spoken for him do not mend 
matters by the wild assertion that the viceroy of Curr 
himself made the erasures and forged the initials. 
However that may be, General Millot down in Tong- 
king either did not inform himself of the details of the 
memorandum, or imagined that a forward march of his 
troops might accelerate the evacuation. At any rate, 
in the early days of June a strong French column started 
from Hanoi. There ware about seven hundred in all,, 
the second battalion of the African Light Infantry, the 
convict corpd of Zephyrs or Joyeux, aa they ave euphe- 
mistically called, two hundred and fifty of the Tong- 
kinese auxiliaries, aud the half-squadron of the Chasseu's 
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@ Afrique. Thoy took eighty days’ provisions with thom, 
and therefore hada hugo baggage Wain, Tho diMenttics 
of tho march did not of courso bogin till aflor the dopax- 
ture from Puv-Lana-Lnbbxa. Shore the ground bogins to 
roll. ‘There is a perpetual succossion of low serub and 
bracken-covered hills. ‘lho path practically disappears, 
Thore is very little water, and what thoro is ia undrink. 
able on account of mereury and load doposits, ‘This 
unpromising lino of march had to bo passed over under 
a broiling sum, Colonol Dugonno, tho commander of 
the convicts, is a very stern soldior, and ho did not aparo 
his men. A very largo number, somo say as many a8 
two hundred, woro bowled over by tho sun, blood-foyer, 
and dysentery. They passed through Lana-xn, with its 
little oasis of rice-felds in tho lowlands, and tho distant 
view of the wooded mountains from tho markot-town 
and fort perched on a hill somo two hundvod feot high, 
From thence onwards the road becomes moro and moro 
of a mere track. ‘Tho hills viso almost to tho dignity of 
mountains, and continue Yo gob wildor and wildor all tho 
way to Lang-son, Thoro aro no villagos to bo aoon, fox 
thoro is nothing 40 support thom in tho savago langle of 
hills. An occasional raggod lino of flimay markot-shiods 
is tho only sign of lifo; obhorwiao nothing but wild 
gorges and half-(illed torrent-bods. An oconsional watel- 
tower, from which tho wild mountaineers obsarvo one 
another’s movements and pass on nows of the whero- 
abouts of raiding bands, doos not tond 40 inexense one's 
opinion of tho desirability of the noighbourhood, 

TIero the column got into grentor and grontor diffi. 
cultios with its unwicldy baggago train and the pig- 
hoaded obstinacy of the mon, who would not be persuaded 
that the mountain torrents wero little short of poisonous. 
When the Chinese passed along horo in March the sido 
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~~ of the track was strewn with lengths of sugar-cane which 


they had chewed to allay their thirst. However, the 
first swell of hills was passed, and they got into the some- 
what more open country which surrounds Bao-Lit, The 
country about here was formerly cultivated, but the 
pseudo-Lit, the Chinese general Li Yuna-Cuor, with his 
rebel bands, and still more the troops who were sent to 
drive him out, bave left little behind but the outlines 
of old rice-fields and the foundations of brick houses. 
Bac-Li is little more now than a cluster of bamboo and 
mud huts, built on a little bit of flat land, and per- 
petually on the alert against robber bands. There has 
been an Annamese official here for years, but, like all 
the rest of the mandarins in the district, he never 
thonght of doing anything without consulting the com- 
mander of the Chinese troops, and, in fact, received his 
orders from that functionary. There are almost no 
Annamese in all the province, and they certainly would 
not be able to stay there were it not for the Chinese 
posts. i 

Beyond Bao-Li there is a second zone of hills. Here 
it was, on June 21st, at Pru-Mot not half-way over the 
fifty miles that separate Pou-Lane-Tatone from Lane- 
sén, that the so-called Lana-sin fight occurred. The 
troops had been ten days out. They were in a kind of 
valley between low hills covered with stunted shrubs, 
bamboos, and rattans. Suddenly they came upon the 
Chinese camp, pitched right across the road. Colonel 
Dugenne immediately called upon them to surrender, 
or fall back on the Chinese frontier. Three mandavins 
came in to say that they were posted there by superior 
orders to await the evacuation of the province, and that 
no movement could be made without instructions from 
the Chinese general at Lana-soy. A messenger was 
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sont to that town, and tho three Chineso officials wore 
detained ns hostages. Partios of tho Itronch troops 
were sent out to occupy tho swrounding hills and camo 
upon the Chinese outposts. ‘Tho Zephyrs without more 
ado or parley fired straight into thom, and tho lire was 
yeturned. ‘Tho conviela wore diivon back on the main 
body down bolow. ‘Tio of the threo hostage mandarina, - 
hearing the fixing, tried to xojoin thoir troops, cithoy in 
terror, or 40 stop the combat—it doos not seam to bo 
quite clear which. ‘'Lhoy were immodiatoly shot down, 
The third, who had made no move whatevor, was 
pistolled—whothor by regular order or not, docs not 
ppenr, 

No connected necount of tho fight, in fact, is to he 

+ obtained. The Chinese were in suporior numbors, and 
had the advantage of the position, hoy poured in a 
heavy fire from the front and from both Slanks. Tho 
'Tongkinese troops almost immediately turned and xan, 
and the Zephyrs commenced a votront which soon bocamo 
avegulay yout. Tk was only tho desporato gallantry of 
the forty or fifty Chasseurs Afrique thal saved tho 
whole column from annihilation, Tho cavalry had 
hitherto had no opportunity of showing what they could 
do in the campaign, but thoy amply justified their oxis- 
tence on this occasion. ‘Time aller time thoy broke tho 
pursuing vanks of the Chinamon just whon they scomod 
about to overwhelm tho column, ‘Tho captain, a tall, 
powerful man and a magnificont ridor, had both lis 
chargers shot under him, and was ovontually carricd off 
delirious with sunstyoke. Novortholoss almost all tho 
baggage and the reserve ammunition foll into tho hands 
of the Chinamen. Of the seventy dnys’ provisions that 
yemained only eight woro saved, and the mules that 
cartied them were scarred nll over, showing how nar- 
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rowly they had escaped, and were starved to the bone 
with the hurry of the flight. The march from Pau- 
Lane-Tuatiéxe which had taken six days was covered, on 
the way back, in thirty-six hours. At the French post 
they were safe, and a strong force under General Négrier 
drove back the Chinamen to their former encampment, 
- the Chinese advance guard being surrounded and exter- 
minated. But want of provisions and water prevented 
anything farther being done. Every shower of rain 
made the mountain streams that cross the 1oad impass- 
able torrents, and farther operations had to be given up 
until the end of the year, when cool weather would make 
the road less toilsome, and when there might be no 
Chinamen to dispute the path. 

The hostilities between France and China make it 
impossible to say what will be done, but it is quite cer- 
tain that the evacuation of Lang-son is not the mere 
marching out of the troops which the French assume it 
to be, The great bulk of the people of the province are 
Chinamen. The Annamese dre in an altogether insig- 
nificant minority, and are the mere coolies or bandits of 
the country, The Chinamen of other parts of Tongking 
have found that French protection, as extended to them, 
is very capricious, to say nothing more. After the Lang- 
son road affair the immigration of all Chinamen into 
any part of Tongking was interdicted. It was therefore 
imperative that the Chinese military officials should 
arrange for the departure from the northern provinces 
generally of whatever of their countrymen wished to 
transfer themselves and their goods to safer quarters. 

Not very much is really known about the rest of the 
Lana-s6n road. It was passed over in 1881 by M. Av- 
Morrrn, the chancelzer of the French consulate at Hanoi; 
and it is from his account of the journey, and from the” 
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vague statomonts of tho Annamoso, that the only pay- 
tieulars of the country aro to bo obtained, faformation 
about the north gonovally, and particularly vs to tho 
frontior, is vory scanty, ‘Tho Annamoso do nob caro, 
and ronlly do not know, much ahout tho mabler. Tho 
only xeply ono gots to one’s quorios is, Con byet, Nya-Kwé 
— Don’t know, I’m a county lout.” his ia nothing 
new, and it is most assuredly nol to bu contradicted. 
Quantitios of slar-anis, a valuabvlo essential off ugod in 
perfumery, and » varioly of other procions oxsoneos and 
gums, are certainly found in the provineo, bosidos tho 
cassia-cinnamon and other valuablo products. But 
this only makes the Chinaman tho moro roticont, Tle 
is an astuto trador who givos away no information with- 
out an equivalont, and ho therefore profosses himsolf as 
ignorant as tho Annamese bumpkin. 

Beyond Bac-Lit, however, it appoars that tho country 
spreads hero and tho1o into fairly level plains, and a 
small rivor, tho Sova-Tuiidna is twice forded, Li neoms 
to be barely nayigablo dven in tho xains, and it is 
fod by mountain stroama which throw thomaolvon from 
tho hills in picturosquo cascades, So ono ronehos 
Triidve-Kuanu, anothor Chineso military posl, with a 
humblo Annameso Quay-Pitu, nominally in chargo. 
There is s small oath rodoubt hero, with bastions 
covered with a donso bamboo fence through which poop 
a fow culyorins and jingals, ‘Tho town stands on tho 
banks of tho Sona-Tintona, and is quito largo for this 
pert of the country, numbering some forty on filly 
houses. A considerable timbor trade geoms to bo dono, 
the logs being floated down tho river, 

Beyond this undoubtedly thoro sooms to bo » change 
in the run of the atroams. ho watorshed is passed, 
and everything flows into tho Kwang-si basin, The 
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ordinary laborious system of terrace cultivation also 
announces that one is practically in China. The rice- 
fields climb up the hills in a kind of amphitheatre, cun- 
ningly ivrigated by the zig-zag diversion of the mountain 
rivulets. Some of these are fairly deep, and all flow 
into a xiver, the Sona-xt-ouna, which passes Lana-son 
and goes on into China through the ‘prefecture of Lune- 
Cuav. 

The hills run right up to the citadel of Lang-son 
itself, This is a square of five hundred yards to the 
side, but with neither fosse nor bastions. The walls are 
between nine and ton feet high, with a loop-holed para- 
pet and a bamboo palisade. Three of the faces are 
protected by bamboo stockade outworks ; the fourth, that 
the east, looks upon a street mainly composed of bar- 
racks, with a few shops. A little pagoda on the top of 
a hill to the south-east commands the citadel, but the 
pagoda in itself forms no mean defence. The town 
itself, called Ki-Lua, consists of three streets of brick 
houses, roofed with tiles, and built one alongside the 
other, forming a veritable streot—a Chineso street, The 
bazaar is well filled, and is equally Chinese, though there 
is a large quantity of coarse but strong cotton-stuffs 
manufactured by the Tuo, an aboriginal race which 
occupies the hills to the west, and shows affinities to 
the Mrso-Tst and other South China aboriginal races, 
Lr-Kta is walled in, and has double gates exclusively 
guarded by the Chinamen. The Annamese Tvan-Pau 
of Lang-sén exists simply. The Chinese tolerate him 
only because he never ventures to do anything. 

From Lang-sén to the Chinese frontier there is a good 
road over hilly country, through the centre of the star- 
anis culture. The oil, called Dav-Hor, scented oil, by 
the Annamese, is extracted from the seeds of a small 
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evorgreen, which apparently only grows in lilly dis- 
triols, nnd is o vory local tyeo, ‘The Chinamen boil the 
seeda in a huge cnldvon, with water, Ingido thia eal- 
dyon thoro is a small intornal vessel Mlled with eold 
water, which is constantly renewed. ‘Tho stonin and 
tho oi] avo condensed on the sides of this vessel, and 
ave drawn off by a small bamboo vunlot into a tin’ 
yeceiver; another runlet allowa tho water from this 
pan to drain back into tho boiler. Ono boiling lasts 
over a day and o hall, and produces about fifteen 
pounds weight of tho porfumed oil. A pioul, (17 
pounds weight, of the oil, cosia betwoon 80 and L410, 
The great part of tho oil of courso passes through 
Ghine, the frontion of which is only about threo hows’ 
march distant. 
All along the frontier there ia a brick wall, loop. 
holed throughout its oxtent, and with occasional donblo 
wooden gateways. Tho wall climbs up and dawn. the 
hill, but at the top of each of thoso thoro is gonorally 
a bretk allowing unintorfupted ontry. The guards of 
this barrier aro exclusively Chincso. ‘ho Trench havo 
an unpleasant prospect before them here. China is tho 
classic soil of rebellions, and it is worth romarking that 
none of the robel bands havo boon oxlorminated ox * 
even, ono might say, ovor conquoral, hoy rise in 
somo quarter or other of tho country, and, having pil- 
laged and ravaged the contre of Chinn to tho oxtent of 
thoiy tether, make off to the frontioy and get beyond 
Chinese control. Of all tho China provinces, Kwang-ai 
is that which has beon most troubled in this way. Tt 
is ouly nocessary 10 montion ono robollion, that of tho 
Tar-Pines, which commenced at no great distanco from 
Lang-son. The rich Vongkineso provinces always of: 
‘fered a comparatively safo placo of refuge when the 
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rebela found themselves outmastered by the Imperial 
forces. Under Annamese rule they found no trouble in 
discovering fresh homes for themselves. Under French 
protection, or annexation, it is a different matter. 
France will want no Rovustan on the Kwang-si frontier. 
If she wants a quarrel with China she will never be 
without an excuse; and if she has other matters on 
hand, and wishes to be at peace, she will bitterly regret 
ever having established herself at Lang-sdn. 

It will practically be the same thing at Cso-Banu, 
though that town is farther from the frontier. Theyre is 
a route of from five to six days’ journey across a hilly 
country, from Lang-sdn to Cao-Bang. The character of 
the track is much the same as that of the Lang-sdn 
"road, wooded on rocky hills, troublesome gorges, no 
drinkable water, scattered villages, and no places of the 
very slightest importance without their Chinese gar- 
xison, Cao-Bann is the place of exile of disgraced An- 
namese officials ; but, nevertheless, from the reports of 
Father Fuentis, the only Eurépean who has penetrated 
thither, it seems to lie in a very fertile plain, but in 
& plain which by physical laws ought to be Chinese ter- 
vitory. 





CHAPTER X. 


LULAIENGUTEN, 


VILE junior brigadior having set off along tho Lana 
séy road, Genoral Bridro de Vlslo veovived orders 
to follow up tho seattored Bacninh Chinamon who had 
made off in tho direction of ‘'ar-Nauyay, To started on 
March 15th with a flying column of two thousand men 
and a battery of light, brags muazzle-loading gune, ‘he 
route followed was that north-weat from Baoninh, stril- 
ing the Sona-oav rivor ab tho Christian villugo of Crd-ITa, 
the head-quartors of tho potlery manufacture in Tong. 
king, and the dopét of most of tho timbor floated down 
thorivor from above Tat-Navyn. The Spanish pricsts 
of the mission horo woo lookod upon vory much askando 
by tho French soldior, Thoy had vomainod at thoir 
posts all through tho troublos, and tho Tuxoos were of 
opinion that any Muropean, not anti-lronch, should 
have had his hoad out off under tho siroumstances. 
From Cro-IIa a very good road runs nearly duo wost 
along the crest of the rivor ombankment. ‘he dilforoneo 
between the country to tho south and that north of the 
Song-cav was hore vory remarkably apparent. South. 
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wards, to the very horizon, stretched a vast field of light, 
oliye-green paddy, unbroken, except by the little ridges 
which serve ag well for means of communication as for 
the division of the different sections of the common 
land, and for the admitting or letting out of water as it 
is wanted for irrigation purposes. Here and there were 
the bamboo-tufted villages, but they were already fewer 
than in the teeming lower delta-land. On the northern 
bank the change was striking. From the very banks of 
the river the country rose up into gently rounded grassy 
hills—splendid places for pasturage, and already so 
used, There were fairly large herds of buffaloes and 
some cattle, but’not many, though the oxen that come 
from Bacninh have a great name. They ave a small 
bread, not unlike Alderneys; but the cows are not good 
milkers, There was an occasional homestead on the 
hill-slopes, or a hamlet of half a dozen houses or go, but 
the majority of the people seemed to prefer the south 
bank, 

The hills ran parallel to thé river for some six milos, 
and then drew back to the north, After a sweltering 
march two miles farther the Sona-cav was crossed by 
the troops in junks at a village called Puu-Can, the 
width here being perhaps two hundred yards, Already 
here signs of the retreating Chinamen were come upon, 
though the villagers declared they had passed three 
days before. By the water’s edge a dead body lay 
sewn up ina mat, It was evidently that of a man of 
rank; but why, after the corpse had been carried s0 
far, it had been left there, where no pious descendant 


could burn a stiver of Dien for the support of the 


departed soul, did not appear. However, he might 
have been carried off after all, and » Co-non spared to 
the district. For a couple of miles farther inland a band 
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of Chinego soldiory, with half a score of vod flags, was 
caught sight of ‘hero might havo boon five hundyod 
of thom, and they wore drawn up in square, Thoy 
did not movo; it was already gotling lato, and the 
Fiench ixoops wero faggod with a long, hol march, so 
that nothing was dono on oithor side. Tho Frenchmon 
erntoned a milo or two farther on, ab tho wretched 
yillago of Tona, whoro al least half tho troops had to 
bivonac outside in the rain—a cirenmstanco which, 
however, probably provented a night abtack. 

Stiff and sore with tho small rnin of the previoud 
night, tho column starlod at daybroak noxb morning, 
Tho villagers came down to the side of tho path which 
ran for govoral miles straight across a low rico-plain. 
They brought offerings of rico aud oggs and young 
bullocks for tho genoral, wator for tho soldicvs, and 
salanams for ovorybody. One poor wrotch prosontod 
himself, who had, so he said, refused to sorvo an a 
eoolie for tho Chinamon. ‘tho rosull, appeargd in tho 
stump of his sight foot, out shovt ovor ut the instop; 
and he swore by the five that ho would haunt thom all 
through his noxt oxistoneo, Monnwhilo, ho said ho 
would be a coolio io tho Frenchmon—n gonorous offor 
which, howovor, non of his ablo-bodiod fellow-country- 
men seemed prepared to follow. 

Shortly afterwards wo camo upon tho first symploms 
of torraco cultivation, In tho low grounds were folds of 
paddy; a stop up, up camo ynrious inbors and pon. 
nuts; then maizo, sugar-cano, cnstor-oil, and oven 
the China cassin—a apecios of cinnamon, After a time 
the road begun to rise, passing over a succession of low 
sandy hills covered with a superior kind of bent grass 
and x tropical hoath. Tho neighbourhood of the tom- 
perato zone was marked by a fow pino-treos, sonttered 
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about in straggling clumps. In a little while the sun 
broke through the clouds, the morning drizzle ceased, 
and the sky was filled with the carolling of veritable 
English Jarks, 

A few miles of this undulating country, where the 
villages were few and far between, brought us to the 
edge of what Scotechmen would call a strath, wide, wet, 
and rice-giowing. This was close to the village of 
Uona Vay, a very large, straggling place, the first met 
where iron was worked. There was a crude kind of 
furnace in the centre of the village, and a small quan- 
tity of very vich ore, the sourde of which was not dis- 
covered. The Chinamen had passed through here two 
days hefore. They had ransacked the place and carried 
off all the women. ‘The villagers were bent on ven- 
geance, now there was somebody to execute it for them. 
Two nights ago they had made the best of their way 
into the paddy-fields Nevertheless they had one trophy. 
They had succeeded in entrapping one Chinaman, and 
his head, hacked off with a Jungle knife, hung by the 
queue from the branch of a tree close by the village 
well—a grim and ghastly welcome. 

The majority of the Chinamen had here struck off to 
the north-east, towards a little citadel, no doubt: with 
the intention of gaining the Lana-son road. This 
citadel was said to be held in force, and the column 
immediately lefi the direct Taar-Neuynn road to hunt 

* these fugitives up, guided by an aggrieved husband from 
Uona Vax. The way lay across a wide tact which 
reminded one of nothing so much as a Scotch moss that 
has been half-reclaimed. There was the same basis of 
black, peat-like slush, with tussocks of tough, wiry 
grass rising up ina kind of mosaic. There were patches 
of heath and bracken, and there were even the thick, 
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glutinous pink Joavos, and tho tall, slender flowor-stom 
of tho fly-catching plant common on Scotch mossos, 
Ono could even imagino thaé the dull, brown birds, with 
the monotonous chirzup, wore moss pippils, 

But tho heat refused to admit of brown studies of tho 
kind. Evyory ono looked forward with parched lips to 
the dark lino of folingo which promised shade on the 
other sido of tho heath, only to bo disappointed. Tho 
road, ag everywhore olso in Tongking, skirted tho village 
at a cautious distance, It is vory seldom that the 
village will even allow tho track to pass under thoir 
fence, They have much too low an opinion of way- 
favors’ honesty for that. ‘Lhis was tho moro tantalizing 
because the routo now lay through a different kind of 
country, ‘Che ground was higher and firmor, and tho 
olay of the delta was replaced by a rich loam. ‘Tho 
yillages were woll wooded with hugo hard-wood teas, 
and the pagodas and scattored ‘u-vang shaded by grand 
banyans. But still the path lay out in the pitiless sun, 
through fields of maizo and castor-oil, passing by stout 
wooden bridges ovor an occasional stream running down 
from tho hills to the cast, most of thom quilo baro 
except for a round cap of pinos on tho summit, So 
the columf wound on for fivo hours with no zolvesh- 
ment but tho rogulation “ton minutes every hour." 
Close on twenty miles had beon dono, and a score of 
glasses in tho advanced guard failed to distinguish tho 
faintest outline of a citadel anywhoro, 

At last, however, at fivo o’clock, jush when genornl 
wrath was beginning to kindlo ngainsl tho boreaved 
husband, a gentlo slope was topped, and there, on tho 
far edgo of the plain in front, appeared the low mud 
walls of tho ciladel of Yun-Tv, or Tinm-Dao, a8 the 
natives call it, Ib was good two and o half milos off, 
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but the path was fair, and the advanced guard moved 
on at the pas gymnastique. For a time ik seemed ag if 
the place were deserted, and indeed strings of men 
. could be seen drawing off to the north-east. When the 
head of the column came to within 1,500 yards of the 
walls, however, there was a sudden blowing of horns 
and a prolonged shout of defiance, and the next minute 
the gateway towers and the ramparts were filled with 
men. The advanced guard consisted exclusively of the 
native auxiliaries, and it had advanced so rapidly that 
the artillery and the Turcos had been left quite a mile 
behind, and in Indian file too. But the Annamese 
Tuaillews wero under the command of Commandant 
Bergier, an officer who had greatly distinguished him- 
self at Gravelottes in 1870. He had confidence in his 
men, and was not at all disposed to sleep out in the 
plain if the place could be captured in the half-hour 
that remained before sundown. 

Skiimishers were thrown oug, and a steady advance 
made to within a thousand yards of the walls, when 
fire was commenced, each section firing its volley by 
word of command. The Chinamen replied immediately, 
and the first discharge showed that they had the range, 
and had good weapons too. They were not satisfied 
with mere defence. A sallying party of about a 
lrundred men came round an angle of the works, led 
by a man on a white pony, and with two red flags 
bordered with blue. They came on at a lope, and took 
wp position in some broken ground three hundred yarde 
in advance of the outworks, where they kept up a brisk 
fusilade. Presently the rampart guns, a kind of com- 
promise between a culverin and a duck-gun, and 
strapped on to settles, opened fire, and were followed 
by a half-dozen or so of tidy little bronze guns mounted 

12 
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~ on the gateway towors. Fortunately tho ground Avns, 
sof} and heayy, and hold the halls; still mova for- 
‘-tunately the Chinamen had no sholl. Bué for a quarter 
“of an hour thoro was a protly little fight, and a good 
~many. of the assailants wero splashod with mud, though 
* no one was actually hit but a Ziratllew, who had a 
bullet clean through hia flat bamboo cay and tho 
chignon underneath it. ‘Tho wost gato now chimed 
in, and bogan firing somo small rockets, which Irizzlod 
‘about after the usual cccontric fashion of {jhoso ini 
quitous things, and ‘sot fixe to a sorgonnt’s trousors, 

The end, howover, was closo at hand. ' A fow minutos 
Inter thore was a bang and a shriok over tho skix- 
mishors’ heads, and then another, ‘The Fronch artil- 
levy had begun, and immediately aftorwards tho blue 
coats of the Turcos appeared away on tho right, ‘Che. 
sallying party forthwitlt took to its heold, ‘Tho brass 
gung and. rockets ceased fire, ‘Tho Ivonch advanced 
steadily. Tho citadel was very cloverly plannod, 
Thrown out in front wore zig-zag fences of stout 
bamboo bristling with spikes, and tho foreground was 
covered with pointed bamboos like « hugo harrow. ; 
There is nothing haxdor to hack through than lamboo, 
but tho troops managed. to burst a wary.somohow undor 
a sivaggling fro. Tho bugles sounded tho charge, and. 
the Tureo drums responded on the xight. ‘Choro was 
a splash through the moat, a seramblo up tho atoep 
earthon ramparts, a strngglo through somo pnrtiou- 
“ laxly obnoxious bamboos which projected from. the 
- apmmil, and the citadel was taken. .'Uho Chinamen 

were in full flight. out by. tho northern gate. 

Yuu-Ty: was a strong little fort, and if the defenders 
~had stuck to their guns tho Tronch would ‘havo lost 
heavily before they got through the bamboo outworlks,’ 
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aver the mioat, and up the walls.. The three-foot-ling 


bamboo spikes which’ extended outwards and -down- 
wards from the ramparts were alone sufficiently trouble- 


some, The place had heen built sight years before by. 
the Tona-Dos of Bacninh to “ protect": the neighbowr- © 
hood—that is, to vender the collection of taxes the’ 


easier. ‘There was an insignificant village outside. the 


walls, and the citadel itself contained no building’ of, 


.. Any particular note; but there were nineteen serviceable 


little bronze guns, besides others of no use-at all. . The 
vice-sheds were fairly well filled, and the treasury con- 
tained a goodly pile of Annamese cash, ten of which 


Pe go to the Chinese coin of the same name; but-all that 


was most valuable had been carried off. The French 


“were very lucky to take the place without any casualties 
“beyond some ugly gashes-from the vicious. bamboo 


spikes. The loss of the enemy ‘probably did not 


“amount to. more than twenty or thirty. From the 


 commeicement of the firing till the hoisting of the 
. French. flag on the citadel watch-tower the whole 


affair did not last more than three-quarters of an hour. 
Next day's halt was.imade. General Brigve de I’Isle 


; chad not enough men to leave a post in charge of the 


“place, and the troops were fagged with the long maroh of 


~ the day before ending in the assault, It was therefore 


- determined to commence the dismantling of the works, 


‘and to-leave « company to complete the destruction. 


During the ransacking of the houses great quantities - : 


of Remington.and Snider cartridges were found, but, as 


“usual, no. vifles. There was also a small case labelled 


~.(¢explogive Ammunition—Kochler, Birmingham,” which 


wag supposed to contain dynamite, and was sunk ina 


~ pool outside the walls. From what was afterwards found 


“th TaarNavyen, it was more probably filled with explo- 
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sivo bullets. Thoro was an allogothor oxtraordinary 
numbor of spoars and ancient fire-locks of inordinate 
woight, which might havo boon uxoful for braining people 
‘al clogo quavtors, but wore otherwise quite valuclosn, 
Duwing tho morning thove was an alarm of in allack, 
Large numbors of mon appoarol on low hills to tho ont, 
but closer examination showed that thoy wore Annamoso, 
and in a short timo thoy hoisted some tricoloura, But 
they would not como any noaror, 80 8 detachment of 
Tirailleus was sent out fo thom. ‘thay proved to ba 
Christians from tho neighbouring villago of Pru-Lam, 
and had como to mako their ponos with the gonornl, and 
prosont him some Chinamon’s heads. Moat of them 
wore armod with spoars of ridiculous length, short, hoavy 
swords, and bucklers made of plaitod bamboo. A fow 
had knivos with a holo in tho middle, so that a blade 
projected on cach sido of tho hand, and othors had fire. 
locks similar to thoso found in Yun-'lt, ‘Chose, they 
suid, were mado by tho Nuone pooplo, in tho hills to tho 
west. Aftor consultation thoy admilled that no one had 
over auccooded in gotling ono of thom lo go off, ‘To pana 
tho timo until the Puv should como up—tho goodman 
had waited two milos behind to seo how his honclimon 
would bo rocoiyed—tho friondly Tongkinoro indulged in 
somo spear and sword and bueklor dancon of the uaual 
fantastic Oviontal kind, managing thoir long sapoars in 
most dextorous fashion, ‘Tho main objoot of the longth 
ia, naturally, to koop off onomies from behind the bamboo 
foncos of their villages. ‘Tho Prv, when ho eamo in, had 
vory little to say, oxcopt that ho personally was s moat 
ostimable charnctex, and that thoro woro bands of China- 
mon in retreat all over tho countryside. Ono of theso 
Chinamen ho had brought in, marvellous to relate, with 
his head on, ‘This personage, who scomod from his 
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physiognomy to be a half-bred Tongkinese, declared that 
a large quantity of treasure in gold and silver bars had 
been carried off the previous night. A few silver bars 
had been found in the citadel, and this lent « little 
semblance of probability to his story, which otherwise 
seemed somewhat shaky and somewhat of the character 
of a “ neckword at Hairibee.” 

However, between three and four o’clock in the after- 
noon a couple of companies set off again, this time direct 
east, with the Chinaman as guide, his arms tied behind 
his back and a couple of men with loaded rifles beside 
him. The footpath led through the same highly culti- 
vated country, past several villages very strongly barri- 
caded and built almost entirely of brick—a material 
hardly ever used by the natives of the delta, except for 
joss-houses. Jfinally, a very extensive and formidably 
entrenched town, called Troxe, was reached. There 
was a sudden blowing of cow-horns and a shout of Cau- 
wa-Ma, “cursed pigs,” and the column came to au abrupt 
bali. It was a very unpleasant spot, quite an ideal 
place for an ambuscade. The troops numbered a com- 
pany of Turcos, a hundred and twenty-five Annamese 
auxiliaries, and three Chasseurs d'Afrique; and Trone, 
with its nine-feet-high dyke and double fence of live 
bamboo, would have been a tough subject for the whole 
brigade with its artillery. Skirmishers were sent out, 
who had to push their way through some fall grassy 
which cut the hands like a razor, and then through 
some brush. Irom this they suddenly emerged into a 
piece of open ground, where there were a matter of five 
hundred Annamese, with the eternal spears and bucklers 
and useless flint-locke, all of them grouped round three 
French flags. The moment they set eyes on us they 
gove a unanimous yell and bolted into the village, where 
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they commenced dum-Loning and blowing horns, his 
oxcited tho Turoos who had boon sont out to tho right, 
and thoy promptly bogan fixing into apace, and it was 
necessary to lio down on ono's stomach till matlors had 
quicted a little, A couplo of soared villagors word thon 
eaptured, who announced that two thousand Chinamon 
had loft only a couple of hours boforo, bub did not seom 
to have any particular treasw'o about thom oxeept wheal 
they had looted in Trone itsolf. 

The column thou advanced and ransacked the place. 
It was a most oxtraordinary position, and might havo 
beon held for a day alter tho ovter works had boon 
breached. Tho passages from house to hougo wore the 
merest lanes with thick bamboo and enotus fondos on 
either sido, and hugo timbor logs in botwoon, [very 
house prosonted a solid blank wall all round the square, 
and tho gato was that of a prison, lieavy brick side- 
posts and two-inch-thick iron-atuddod planking, One or 
two of tho houses wore gvon cronolatod, and any ono of 
them would have iskon an hour to enplure, ‘This over 
a mattor of many hundred acres and on a slopa whore 
the upper houses conld havo pourod down an indine 
oviminato fixo all thotime. If tho Chinaman had olooted 
to slay, tho French with thoit throo hundyod and fifty 
men would haye had an awkward timo of it. 

Thore wore abundant tracos of tho Chinoso, and signs 
that thoy had loft vory suddonly, Remington anrbridgos 
wore seatiored about, » mandarin’s cloak on two, and 
pair of vory natty Chinoso top-boots wore found, hey 
could not lave boon fay off, bul ib was decided to lot 
thom alone, Tho mud floors wore proddod in seareh of 
tho supposed troasure, nsh-heaps woro stirred up in 
hopos of finding silver bars, but nothing camo of it, and 
the party roturnod, baliled, to Yun-T% at sundown, 
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The Chinamen, however, had nat been stirred up for 
nothing, The same night they descended in considerable 
force on a company of Tureos who had been sent out 
along thé Taar-Navyun road to protect the sappeis who 
were repairing the troublesome little breaks in the road 
caused by the runlets of the rice-fields. These passages, 
often bridged over by large but narrow slabs of black 
marble, supported on blocks of the same, gave the 
artillery endless trouble all over Tongking, The China- 
men were led by one or two mounted officers, and 
attacked about midnight with considerable determina- 
tion, but they were beaten off. In’ the morning one or 
two prisoners were taken, wearing Kwana-Tune militia 
uniforms. They would give no information, and were 
shot defiant. 

A piping hot march brought the column from Yen-Tt 
to the ford of the Sona-cau river at midday. The heat 
was terrific, and nearly seventy men fell out, some with 
sunstroke, some with mere exhaustion, Curiously 
enough the majority of these were Turcos, men who 
could have walked the rest of the column dead over 
Algerian sands, but who fagged rapidly on the greasy 
paths of Tongking. The river was about a huudred and 
fifty feet wide, as clear as crystal, and flowed merrily 
over a pebbly bottom. There was no more than three 
aud a half feet of water, and the troops simply marched 
through. If there had been just a little more water 
the thing would have been rather dangerous with the 
swift current; but as it was, the whole column, coolie 
train-and all, got safely over in three hours. 

A path parallel to the river, 1:unning due north, was 
then taken. The Chinese had passed only the day 
before, and there were signs of their haste in castaway 
hats, baskets, bits of paper, and ribs of beef. A few 
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milos on the right front was tho sntoke of a village 
whioh thoy had got on firo, Nothing, howovor, war soon 
but the scarod faces of the villagers, und in an hour and 
o half the littlo mud rodoubt of Pruv-Uimir was roachod. 
Tn itself i was strong enough, with a double moat, a 
high, steep bank, tho usual bamboo fonco, and a tiny dmor 
citadel with a fow trumpory guns; but it was commanded 
all vound by heights, and the Chinamen had wisely 
ovacnated it They had not burnt tho houses, but obler« 
wiso it was ultorly sixipped, oxcopt for tho show cannon. 
The fort lay about a couple of hundred yarda from tho 
river, hora a hundred feat wide, and flowing botweon 
‘high banks in picturosquo wooded roaches. 

Next morning a siti was mado northwards with 
daylight. It was a choorloss drizzlo, and tho road, which 
was, for Tongking, exceptionally good, went straight up 
and down blepk hill-sidos, covered with bracken and 
heath and soatlered pinc troos. Nono of tho heights 
ware alevated, but the xond xoxo atendily, and to tho 
right, loft, and straight in front the forest-elad mountaing 
beyond gould bo seen through lyonks in tho mink At 
longth, aftor,o maroh of oight or nino milex, a halt wes 
mado for breakfast, and shortly aflorwards tho sun cum 
out. 

This was about threo miles from 'TarNavyun, and, os 
tho mials cloned away, Binck Flag sontrios wore dis 


covered pacing up and down tho next wave of hills in* 


front, An hour and a half saw tho sin, and thon 
the gontrics promptly disnppenred. 'Lho ‘Turat-Nauymn 
chiefs were vory ill-advised. ‘Choy let the column pass 
through all the troublogomo hill country, whore tho beda 
of tho hill torrents, clumps of stuntod troos, and tho 
tall elephant grasa afforded magnificent ground for 
defence, and allowed tho artillory 40 dvaw up Unopposad 
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on the Inst hill-slope, a mile and a half from the 
town, 

Tuat-Nevyan lies on the northern skirt of a three- 
mile-wide plain, extending from the grass-coyered out- 
spurs to the lower ranges of the wooded mountains, 
The town is in the lowest part of this plain, with the 
Sona-cau passing under its western front. The French 
column was directly to the south; and behind the clumps 
of trees, which was nearly all that could be seen of 
Tuar-Navynn, rose abruptly a curious limestone hill, 
with trees clinging where they could to its rocky sides. 

The advanced guard halted for a time to let the 
axtillery and the rest of the column come up. While 
yet they were waiting there appeared throngh the 
southern gate of the town a huge dark-blue flag with 
a single white Jetter on it, and then another. Surely 
they were Black Flags. They were the very image of 
thoge seen at Sonray. A minuto later and there was 
uo doubt. The wind blew out the fags and showed 
the Chinese character, NI—‘ Justice.” It was Liv June- 
Fv’s emblem, and the bray of the trumpets, which the 
French at Sonray knew so well, came across the plain. 
Té was barbaric enough, but it was martial. Behind 
the two solitary Black Flags came a stream of others, 
ved and white, red and blue, white with red Chinese 
letters, flags striped and crossed, two, curiously enough, 

* the exact model of the Imperial flag of Germany, 

It was a fine sight, and almost theatrical, to watch 
the deploying of the Chinamen from the hill-side 
as from @ box on the grand tier. There were fifty- 
four flags, three more of them “Black Flags "—in the 
rear of all presumably to keep the main body from 
running away. This would represent at most six 
hundred men. The Annamese Tiraillews advanced in 
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the centro, tho Tumeos on the right, the Coloniul 
Infantry on tho left. Tho Tureos, with thoir “facile 
pull,” wero tho first fo commonco, Thoy fired ab shout 
1800 yards vango and did no harm whatever, On tho 
contrary, tho Black Wag clavions sounded dofiance, and 
they camo on at nxn, hoy got ovor tho ground vory 
fast, for the artillory was nol five minutos in gotting into 
position, and, before tho first sholl was fixod, the Black 
Flags wore bare six hundyod yards off, and thero wore 
bullots whistling about the oars of the stat, Tho bursting 
of tho frst obus which plumped down in the contre of the 
advancing evowd was too much for the Chineso and 
Annamese, They promptly darned about and van, Bub 
the twenty Black Jags with their two standards hold 
their own for a timo and fired away, standing oreot 
and scorning covor. But prosontly the volloya of the 
Tu aillews began to tell, and ono of the standard-boarers 
slaggered and fell. ‘Thon tho retront began. The wounded 
man, as well as others who had fallou, was pioked up, 
Tho flag was torn to slivods, and Liv Juna- lu’ mon 
mado off almost as fast as thoy had como, fring only an 
oconsional Parthian shot; for they wore v cloan half-mile * 
away from their main body. 7 
The affair was practically ovor, At the gato tho 
Black Flags attompted a rally, for wo hoard the raucous 
notes of tho trumpot again, and thore was an actual 
advance for a fow minutes, Bul a woll-plantod shell * 
settled the matter. Thoro was an advanco all along tho 
French line, and tho artillery commoncad shelling tho 
town. Within an hour tho Fronch flag was on tho 
citadel watch-towor, a tall wootlon oroction of tho com- 
mon villogo type, hore waa a littl skirmishing insido 
the cifadel. A fow Chinamon had remainod bohind too 
long in their desire to ony off thoir own o somobody 


, 
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olao's property. An Aunamese sharp-shooter bad a bullet 
between his arm and his side; a Turco had his helmet 
shot of; a Chinaman, with leas luck, got a ball in the 
shoulder, fred so close that his clothes took fire, and his 
flesh after that, and he smouldered away for two or 
three hours at the side of the main road of the citadel 
till late in the afternoon, when a staff. officer had him 
extinguished and dragged away a little farther. 
” Close to the place where this man fell three Annamese 
notables were seized. One of them had a fire-lock in his 
hand; another had a bamboo-plaited bullet pouch slung 
over his shoulder; the third was in theiv company, 
and proved ta be a doctor. They were shot under pecu- 
liavly painful circumstances. One, a little, slight-built 
man, with a very villainous-looking face, was au emis- 
sary from the comt of Hut. He had come to organize 
the Tat-Nevxen levies, and pleaded ignorance of the 
French Protectorate in vain. The second, the man who 
had held the useless old musket, was tall and powerfully 
built even for an up-country Tongkinese. He was the 
Tuan-Pnu, the chief mandarin of the province. The 
gun he gaid he had held because he was afraid of the 
score or so of Chinamen who lingexed behind to loot, 
. There was little but the usual big pile of cash in the 
treasury. The Tuan-Pau was promised his life if hé 
would 1eveal where the ‘treasure’ was concealed He 
said he did not know of any. The Hut man was silent 
and contemptuous. The doctor, a round-faced, good- 
humouvred-looking man, said it was not his business to 
know about treasure, but that, if there were any, the 
Black Flags had it, and had carried it off with them. 
Thoy were sentenced to be shot for bearing arms against 
the French Protectorate. The three had their arms 
tied all together with a silk sash, and were marched out 
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of tho citadel, tho Tuan-Puu shricking pilcously and 
tying to grovel beforo his guard in a way that would 
havo boon hoart-broaking if it had not boon hopeloxs and 
therefore dastardly, A hox of explosive piatol bullets 
had been found somowhere in tho citadel. Txplosive 
pistol bullets ave somowhat uncommon, and ono of tho 
officers gave his rovolvor to a Jronch sergeant and asked 
him to try their effeot on the prisonors. dust whon tho 
party had got into the suburbs tho sorgoant, whilo tha 
men wore still walking, put tho vovelver behind the 
the doctor's car and fired. Throo-quartors of hia hoad 
was blown away. ‘Tho othor two, in a Inst, dosperate 
atrugglo, burst the silk souf which bound thom to tho 
corpse and yan. ‘ho Tuay-Pau was brought down with 
a bullet between tho shouldors, and fol, grygling up 
blood from tho mouth and noav. Bul tho court omis- 
sary, who had been calmly scornful all this timo, dugked 
to the first shots and bolted round s corner down to tho 
river, There wero a dozon mon aflor him, firing shot 
after shot; but ho was too active, and sig-zaged like a 
snipe. Unfortunately tho xivox was bofore him, and tho 
bank was somo feot high whoyo ho slruck it, Ifo pausod 
for a socond before he loaped, and a lvongh soldier who 
had counted on this brought him down, Another shot in 
the water finished him. Thon thoy wont back Lo whera 
tho ‘Tuax-Pirv, still alive, was struggling sonvuleivoly in 
the rond. It requixed five moro shots to kill him, Jive 
minutos Iater an ordorly camo from tho goneral’s quar- 
tors saying that ho wantod to Aco the prisonorsy agnin to 
question thom. 

Tuat-Navyrn had evidently nover oxpected 9 visit 
from tho Fronch, ‘Tho stroots woro full of women whon 
tho troops first arrived, but thoy very goon found that 
the sooner they left the bolter it would bo, ‘Lo hours 
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latev not one wag to be seen, nor any men or boys either. 
Tho guns on the citadel were still unmasked, trees and 
bamboos growing right up to their muzzles. But the 
majority of them were ag usual not worth wamasking. 
There was one yery good piece, a brags thirty-pounder, 
and one or two smaller carronades., Some atiempt had 
been made to get these to bear on the south road, but 
the whole affair had been too rapid eyen to admit of 
this being loaded. There was no lack of ammunition. 
The streets were ag usual strewn with cartridges, and 
bullets lay about by the hundred. Powder flasks were 
found in almost every house, some labelled “John Hall 
and Sons,” and some “ Cramer and Buchholtz, Ronsall 
& Ruteland.” 

It was ovidently a very wealthy town. There were 
some very substantial houses, not only in the citadel, but 
in the Chinese part of the town to the eastwards up the 
river, The Royal Pagoda was the handsomest out of 
Hanoi; and there were a number of richly adorned 
temples in the suburbs, with fine bronze bells and gongs, 
All the larger houses were full of costly silk clothing. 
Opium by nightfall was lying in great dark-brown blobs 
in every gutter. There was a large amount of rice 
atored up in the sheds. Some of the soldiery came upon 
quite a quantity of United States trade dollars, and 
there were not a few Dutch clocks, and a mysterious 
electrical machine, which was supposed to be intended 
for uso in the mines of the adjacent hill country. The 
citadel itself was very old and useless. Ii was square, 
built of earth, and with a curious attempt at a demi-lune 
on two of the faces, But the front was so covered by 
houses and vegetation that nothing whatever of an 
advancing foe could be seen. 

The barracks of the Black Flags were found. They 
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wore kopt with military cloanlinoss und order, hoxo 
was a stable for ton ponios vory noatly arranged, and 
tho vapidity of the final altack may bo judged of from 
tho fact thal sovoral of tho tats vomainod, Jt wax said 
that in ordinary limos thoxe was ® pormanent giusison 
of two hundred Black Mags hove to colloat tha revenue 
and squeozo tho poople, At tho timo of tho Tronch 
attack thoro were nol, howover, moro than soyonty, 
Liv Joxa-I'v himself was said to bo not far off at the 
time in a thle hillfort to tho north-waat, but this was 
not known till aftor the French had votired. : 

Tuar-Nevyny ought to havo a groat future hoforo it, 
It lies in a vory rich plain, and close ab hand aro tho 
mouniaing with splendid timbor, which can bo floated 
down, the Soxa-cau in vatta, besides abundances of minoral 
wealth, ‘Tho rivor is oxceodingly picturosquo, and is 
stocked with fino fish. Unforlunately thore aro somo 
very awkward rapids in it, both above and bolow tho 
town, Gamo abounds, Whilo tho ablack was boing 
made the skivmishors started sovoral door und largo 
covies of a kind of grouso or partridge. On tho soft 
river bank tho writor saw fresh tincon of a tigor 
—sufficiont proof of tho oxiatonoo of largo gamo— 
and indeod tho natives spid tho hills swarmed with 
thom. 

Té was a mistako nob to loavo a garvidon al Car 
Neuvoy, and Gonorel Bridve de lislo wished to do 80, 
but he had oxplisit ordors to evacuate tho placo, Accor! 
ingly, after a day’s vost, nll tho gatos of tho clladel 
except one woro blown up with dynamito, and tho rice 
sheds and ivensury were burnt, overything olso being 
left intact, nob as at Yun-'lt, which was vazod 10 tho 

* ground, tho company loft bohind to completo the destrnc- 
tion hoing twice attacked by the Ghinose. ‘ho column 
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then made a rapid march back to Bacninh and Hanoi, 
arriving in four days. 

The Chinamen re-oesupied Tuar-Navyen immediately 
after the evacuation. Eight hundred men were sent to 
drive them out in the latter part of April, which was 
done with no resistance. Commissariat difficulties 
caused the withdrawal of this force. When, a short time 
Inter, another column advanced to drive the Chinese out 
once more, the town was fired by the Celestials, and 
reduced to ashes, 
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TIE advanco from Ianoi on, {fona-IToa commonecd 

on April 6, 1884, (Ctonernt Britvo do I'Tslo left on 

that day by land for Sinvay with about four thousand 
bayonots. T'rom Séweay ho marched to Bar-Bau on tho 
IM-Ho, tho Rivitve Noire, occupying tho wholo right bank 
down to tho junction with tho Sona-cor, ‘Mis ho offeotadl 
by tho night of the Oth, Bav-Dao in aelually on the 
Tlé-ITo, though in comparatively rocant anaps it fs vopro- 
sonted as sovoral miles inland. ‘hal is tho onse with 
most placos in ongking nob yot visited by Muroponns, 
Mh names of tho places ave all wight, for they ara buken 
lyon tho nativo maps, which are dvawn up with a ylew 
40 tho rovenue, Apart, howovor, from tho more names, 
“it is not well to beliovo anything. The oirclo, or square, 
ov rectangle, that signifios a village, a town, o forluess, 
op a native map ocoupics, nocording to scale, a meattor 
of twenty squavo milos, and tho namo taltos up about 
thirty moro. ‘This givos somo initial Intitude, and, whon 
tho ongrayor eannof finish off hia mountains well, ho 
shunts tho towns in deforenco to artistic principles. 
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Almost all North Tongking is taken from these native 
maps and hearsay evidence. It is therefore well to 
yogard existing European maps of this part. of the 
country as mere frechand drawings, 

Genoral Négricy followed his brothor brigadior on tho 
succeeding day also overland, Ile is a man of extra- 
ordinary energy, and marches hig troops hard. The 
Annamese call him General Mao-Lew— be quick,” ox 


. “look sharp ’—a kind of Gallic Marshal Vorwir'ts. To 


was truo to his reputation on this occasion, and did in 
two days what the first column bad got over in three; 


» but when he venched Sénray, ab midday on the second 


march, there was no room for him, and he had to billoé 
his troops on the unfortunate inhabitants of a village a 
milo from tho walls, ho Algerian has just a little 
too much éagerness. In a long campaign he would 
march his men off their legs in a very short time. The 
troops that remained would be very fine; but it wauld 
be by the process of the survival of the fittest, Tho 
goneral docs not spare himself. All day long ho is 


“hurrying from one ond of the cohimn—on this ocersion 


throo and a half miles long—to tho other, oncouraging 
hove and chiding thore. When the troops have been 
billetod for the night, he goos out with a small 
mounted guard to oxploro the country round about, and 
altogether displays an activity and woariless enorgy 
which is nothing less than amazing, and necosaitatos 
his having men of equal vigour on his staff, But his 
eagerness perhaps leads him to expose himself in a way * 
which a goneral in command of troops ought not to do, 
The country north-west of Séxvay is a steadily rising 
ono, and there is a good deal of terraco cultivation ; 
whilo on somo of the lower hills is grown tho tea known 


ad Binray tea, and dyunk over great part of Tongking. 
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The Annamose profor ib to China ten; bub ono is 
inclined 40 think that ib is patriotism, ov sour grapor, 
that makes thom say so. Many of tho villagos aro built 
of the conglomoralo so common in tho Sdnvay tisbrict, 
In fact the whole district has s substantial aix, and is, 
af possible, even moro popwous than down tho river, 
Occasionally ono pasacs 2 succcssion of villugos running 
ono into anothor on both sidos of the road, lub always 
protected by tho mud wall and bamboo foneo agninat tho 
possibly malicious passer-by ov tho nofaiious neighbour; 
while ovory horo and thore wore wateh-houses porchod 
up in high trees to give notico of the npproach of maxau- 
ders, Up in the north horo the temples aro not only 
much more elaborate, bué also moro numerous than 
down below. This, howovoy, seoms rather ty indicate 
greater wonllh than suporior picly, Jor all thoir Ono 
moulded work, and gyont collection of motnl and marblo 
and woodon Buddhas, tho joss-houses wore just ns omply 
hero as vound Maiphong, : 
At Vu-Cnu (tho Fnglish alphabol is inadequate to 
roprosent tho first syllable of this townlol. Tt is noithor 
Vu, nor Bu, nor Wu, nov plain U, but a mixture of thom 
all) Nogvicr's column camo to a sudden slundstill three 
miles from tho Black ivor, aud two-thirds of the 
distance botwoon it and tho Jtivitve Claire, ho junka 
and launches carrying tho honayy guns lind got aground, 
and thoro was no moving thom without discharging. All 
through a day thoro was halt whilo this was boing 
offected. In tho moantime Gonoral Briere do ILalo had 
oseupicd tho right bank of tho LIy-Llo, md was passing 
tho timo by pounding away at Iune-Ilos with his field 
avtillory, If Négrior was at foult at Bacninh, his fellow. 
brigadier was no loss injudicious hero, .Tb was not to bo 
expoctod that the Chinamon would stay to bo tranquilly 
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sholled at a distance of 6,000 yards with no possibility of 

, returning the fire, No doubt they wore oxtromely foolish 
not to havo established a baitory on the Black River. 
Povhaps thoy had no gums, At any rato their noarost 
redoubts wore over a milo anda half distant, and thoy 
did not fro. 

The proyious day they had beon firing vigorously 
enough, but ot what was never ascertained. Some 
thought it was in the hopo of scaring off the Frenchmen 
by the noise, others that they woro finding the range of 
thoir guns, An Annamoso spy declared that the Chinese 
General, Crrast-Fu, had divided his forces into two, and 
was going through mancuvies on a grand senle, Ono 

“party attacked the works, and the other dofended. If this 
was so, ib would appoar that the umpires gave thoir 
decision in frvour of the attackers, In any caso the 
gaxvison must have made immediate proparations for a 
votreat; and they did well, for tho French fo1co was, at 
the lowest computation, at least doublo thoirs, taking uo 
account of the artillery, 

Négrior got lua guns on shoro, and tho sappors pre- 
pared tho road for their passage. Barly on Good Friday 
morning ho too reached ‘ruona-Ba, on tho right bank 
opposite TIa-Nuna, an old Block lag custome station, 
on the.anglo formod by the confluence of the Black and 
Red rivers. Thero wore x matter of a dozon Chinamen 
on the left bank of tho Il-Tfo, and perhaps a hundred 
on the loft bank of tho Sona-cor. Tho former fired in a 
desultory way, at a distance of about 800 yards, at the 
arriving French columns; the latter commenced opera- 
tions, at a range of perhaps 1500, with rifles and a jingal 
againat the junks which wore coming up the river, Naiu- 
rally thoy did no harm, and were left to amuso thom- 
solves till the Hclaw arvived and opened fire on them with 
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hoy Iotchkias guns. ‘hoy promptly disnppoarod. Nob 
go their brothyen on tho Black River, ‘hoy continued 
fing through tho mist and xoin for a mabtor of tvonty 
minutos, until one of thoi balls smashed tho shoulder 
of an unhappy Ture, ‘Chon a fow volleys wore fired on 
thom, and thoy mado off without delny or loss. Tint 
yas the oxtont of tho fighting at Ilund-Hoa. 

Monnwhile the big guns wore yotling into position on” 
a little pino-clad hill bohind tho villago of Truona-Ba. 
About nino o'clock thoy commenced thoir fire. ‘Thora 
was & batlory of pitecs de quatre-viny!, ordinary horse 
atillery, and another of pitees le quatre-ving? quinze, 
the vegular field guns of tho I'vonch amy, in longking 
honoured with tho tillo of “siogo ordnance.” Bribre 
had a battory on a slopo a little farthor up the river, and 
devoted his attention to the nearest of tho long lino of 
exterior vedoubts, Ono of Ndgrior's batlories pitchod 
sholla at the floating bamboo bridge over bho Noxa-coi, 
tho other at tho towor of 1luna-loa, which could be 
picked ont with some difficulty from ith baekgvound of 
dark-foliaged trees, ‘Tho rango was, for tho bridge, 
6,000 yards; for tho towar, 5,600, 

ho Chinamon remainod poxfoctly prssive, Whoy word 
good onough to hoist the usual inordinalo number of 
flags of all sorts and colours, from blood-red to white 
and terre-cotta to blue, ‘his might have beon a kind of 
chivalric indication to the French gunners whore Uhoy 
wore to direct thoir fire, Porhaps it was a shyowd 
Machiavollian device to havo tho sholla fred ata placo 
where thoro waa nobody to kill, Anyhow, the JInga ro0« 
mained fluttering tho groator part of tho day all along 
tho line of earthworks, and iho sholls wore not sucoaas. 
ful in displacing any of them, On tho wholo tho practica 
was bad. Poxoussion sholls were employed for tlio most’ 
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part, excopt for an occasional time shell at tho bridge. 
Many failed to oxplode, still more fell wido of tho mark, 
and a goodly number plunged harmlessly into the rivor, 
The gunners claimed to have dropped one right on the 
bridge, but no ono saw it but themselves, and it could 
not have done much harm, for there was a fitful move- 
ment ovor it all day long. 

All day long the fire went on. Upwards of eight 
hundred shells were fired into the town, at the bridge, 
and at tho different recdoubts. Hvery one was asking 
whon the passage of the Black River was to be begun. 
It was evident that tho garrison was getting its treasure, 
if not othor matters, into safer quarters. But still 
nothing was done. Britre de VIsle had commenced 
the passago ab Bar-Bao early in the moming. In accor- 
dance with “the plan”—General Millot was great on 
strategy—it was necessary 10 let him got a start. But 
ho lost throc men crossing over in small bonts, and had 
barely finishod the passage by sundown. Iiven Chinose 
pationco could not bo expectod to ondure so long. , 

Sudilenly, at half-past four, fire broke oul in a dozon 
places in the town at once. A few minutos later a flash 
and a huge column of white smoke announced that one of 
tho outer forts had been blown up. Another and anothor 
followed, and in ton minutes all view of the town, oxcopt so 
far as the Names indicated it, was blotted out, The stream 
of mon over tho bridgo thiokoned, and the occasional 
partics of twenty or thirty became one long lina, It was 
ovident that sevon hours’ unresisting exporionce of sholl- 
five was moro than Chinese stoicism could stand. The 
battorios livoned up, Thoy fired all six guns af once in 
volloys at the bridge, but without any visiblo rosult, 
Tho ‘Chinamen declined to break into a xan, and tho 
bridge remained intact. Presently hugo oruptions of 
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smoke markod tho oxplosion of the magazines, hy five 
tho regular seam on tho bridge beeamo broken, snd hy 
half-pnst it had consed. ‘ho gunners sponged out thoiy 
pieces, and wont down bolow into tho village to lialou ta 
Gonorel Millot’a band. All night long the horizon to the 
sweat was rod with the glare of burning Muna-[To\ and 
the villages round about. ‘he gonoral opinion waa tliat 
tho commandor-in-chiof had takon n hint from “ Siv 
Wolseloy” at Tol-ol-Kebir, and had paid tho Chinamen 
to go away without giving any trouble. 

Nest morning tho troops crossed oyor, and after 
prudently waiting till ovory ono, including the bageago 
coolics, had gob ovor, marched on SLuna-floa. ‘Who 
country was practically dosorted. ‘Shore wore wv sow 
Annamoso who alood in tho fiolds nb a dixtanco and 
gaped in foolish {nghion, too naar to he safe fram a ville 
bullet, and too far off to bo ablo to announce tho friond- 
Tinose of thoir intontions, It wasa matter of throo miles 
to the town by tho yond. ‘I'o tho loft was vt shallow luke, 
and on tho farther sido a line of redowhtis mid oarth- 
works, with a fow villagos in bobwoon, Ab ubout a milo 
from the down tho firal lino of workn wha voaohod, 
There was a strong abattis formod of aolid Joys and bam- 
boos covorcd with oarth. Boyond, tho whole worl wore 
casomatod, with loopholes formed wilh nicks, through 
which tho garrison could firo snfo nlike, from sholls 
and amall-erm five, ‘Choro was n ling of (ronches and 
parallols, on tho most approved principles, eonnee- 
ting ono position with anothor, the wholo forming a 
position infinitoly moro formidablo then anything tho 
French had oncommtored in 'Longhing, and fax moro 
difficult to attack than Puve-sa, whovo the lines of bam- 
boos in front of the works really hampored tho Black 
Flags. Quarter of a milo farther on camo tho second 


STRONG FORTIVIOATIONS. 188 


lino of defence, connected with the first by the parallels 
which ran along the river front. Tove thoro was an 
tneient picce of ordnanes, broken ovel about two feat 
‘from the muzzle, and marked B. P. & Co., 11. 5. 12, on 
the breach, The fracture was old. This was tho only 
gannon found in all the works. It appearod that tho 
Chinese had oither cazried off all their picces, or had had 
none. In effect there were but very few embrasures for 
cannon, Lav Juna-Fu—for it was probably the sturdy 
old Black Flag who superintended the works, though he 
himaelf was far away on the occasion of the attack—had 
profited well from tho lessons learnt at Sonray. Tho case- 
mates protected his men irom shell-fire; the parallels 
obviated tho dangers of a flank attack; the ground for 
a milo in front was noarly as bare as the back of one’s 
hand; tho loopholes from which his men wore to fire 
wore nearly flush with the ground, so that tho most un- 
tvained shot could hardly fail to do execution, It was 
porhaps well for the Frénch that the distant bombard. 
mont had been go successful. 

Quarter of an hour's walk off was tho gate of tho 
town standing wide open; fivo minutes more to the 
ciladol, also wido to receive us, But tho wholo place was 
a desert of smouldering ashes. In the citadel, which is 
a rectangle parallel to the river, with domi-lunos at the 
jour gates, there were but the tower and four housog 
standing. ‘The Royal Pagoda, the rice stores, tho 
dweasury, tho arsenals were heaps of still almost red-hot 
bricks. Even as tho tvoops ontered thoro asconded a 
flight of the diabolical Chinese vockots, with thoir lumps 
of sulphur and other concoctions which are tho terror 
of tho escaladora ; for the iniquitous little nodules cling 
like'leochos and bun like white-hot motal. 

The town was practically the same, Livery house, 
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except tho most potty little bamboo cottage, and whso« 
luioly ovorything on tho road to tho Inidye, whigh the 
French would havo had to follow if thoy had pressed in 
pursuit, was burnt.’ “Cho only part of tho lown whieh 
‘yomnined comparatively intast was the wortean aida, Ghat 
opposite to tho sido of attack, A bomplo hore wnd there 
yomained, no doubt hoenuse shore waa little thet waa 
inflammatory about thom. On tho ramparts there ro 
mained but the aged honeycambed teal, tervilla only 
to the Annameso. ‘Tho Chinoso had showed thoir judy. 
ment by leaving thom behind, and carrying aff all the 
+ Hittle bronze guns, which aro offoctive onough abe short 
yango, “Beyond these thoxe wad nothing to alow in tho 
way of trophios, ‘hore wero a fow bullets Lying about, 
and some Snider cartridgos, aa uenal; also a fow ompty 
sholls of an oval aliapo, and thore was an agod Chinn 
woman, anda wretched individual who hud heen wounded 
ab Sdnvay in Docembor, and had wasted awny tow 
aleleton, 

Tho heads had been broken off the Inneoa and piteherl 
into. tho river or into the wator tunky. ‘ho powdor that. 
had nob boon oxploded oy onvriod away was Kenttored 
about tho stroots. So was tho paddy ‘and tho aut, whieh 
is an oxcoedingly valuablo commodity tu North ong. 
king. Tho bridgo had boon out and utterly dostroyod by 
tho current, As a mattor of fret thore wero not n fow 
who said that General Cras-l'v had gained moro-oredit 
by his rotveat than Gonoval Millot by his bombaxdmont, 
Nevortholoss tho 29rd of tho lino, and aftor ik tho 

. U11th, marched in gallantly, with the band at the hoad, 
playing tho Marscilluise while Gonoral Négriox looked 
on grimly, and sont protty noarly the wholo of thom out 
on corvée duty, in sonyeh of rico, during tho afternoon. 

~ Novortholgas a “ gratification” in the shape of an extra 
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ration of wine was served out to the troops next day in 
eelebration of the victory, and (possibly) because it was 
Enastor Sunday. 
A batinlion crossed the river tho same day, in a 
‘ eouple of junks that had heen loft behind, to the village 
of ‘Bax-Navyan, on the leff bank. «There also the 
Chinese had constructed works as elaborate as. on the 
othor side, only they were incomplete, and the village 
~had fared nearly as badly as Huna-Hoa itself.: very, . 
thing except the huts and two pagodas was burnt, As’ 
on the othor side, some attompt also had been made to 
blow up tho fortification. Tb was not vory successful, for . 
tho Chinamen had managed the transport of theix muni- 
tions of war go woll that very little remained for purposes” 
of destruction. The charge placed in the casemates 
-had been only sufficient to slightly raise the huge logs 
- which formed tho roof, and to disarrange the earth 
piled above. 

Most of the fihahitwnda had been requisitioned, like 
those. of Humg-Hoa, as coolies to carry the Chinese 
stores... ‘The fow who remained announced that part of 
the onemy had gone sivaight north, up the left bankof 
tho river, and the vest in the direction of Pau-Lam-Tho, 
a small round fort some six miles off, and till rocently 

oecupied by the Black Flags. The further. nows they 
"gave was sonveoly palatable. They wore all as desirous 
as possible to say smooth things, but villager after 
villager assorted that there wore not more than five 
“hundred Chineso who passed the bridge, and that 
the number of ‘killed was four, No doubt many had 
loft..on preceding days. ‘Thero'could hardly Lave been 


“+ more than-two thousand altogether, however, and the 


Trench numbered cight thousand. Lx Juna-Fu had 
“not been near the place, THe had trusted too much to 
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tho valour of his Black Fings and to tho stvongth of his 
position at Siwray, and lost his all with tho full of that 
placo, in addition to half his band, fix house was 
magnificont ; but tho number of medivine phials in it 
seomod to show that the whila-haivod warrior foola tho 
maladics of old ago coming upon him. As a imnbler of 
fact, it would appony that tho Chinero oither did not 
expost tho French to ascond tho vivor till the wators 
yose in May, ox thoy had boon decoived in theiy hopes of 
gotling cannon. 

Tho plan had fniled, failed cvon more completuly 
than at Bacninh, A hoavy blow was to have boon in+ 
Nioted on the garrison. ‘hey wore to bo driven, hack 
along the Laoxar road, the only one intended to be loft 
open, and thoy were to bo crushed, so thab during the 
hot and rainy onthe thoy would bo unable to dishurb 
the border garrisons. But nothing of tho kind was done, 
Tho Chinego carriod off all thoir matorial of war, hoy 
lost practically nothing, “hoy wore ablo to take whab 
route they pleased, and thoy wore loft ab liborty to 
commence a guorilln warfare whonever it might seom 
goodio thom. ‘The I'vench fixed cight hundred shells, 
killed four mon, got actual poasoasion of w birnt town 
and nominal hold of « province, and lokb six mon, 
drowned in the river. 

Gonoral Bridvo do VIslo arrived thirly-six hows luo 
for tho onciroling movomont, if that ovent had eomo of, 
Of two roads ho was led along tho wrong one-~~tools tho 
aro instead of tho chord, and a vile road inglead of 
simplo bad one. Tt was nol a road af all, in facts ib was 
vaimplo goat-truek going straight up and down tho hills. 
A fresh proof that the Chinamon had mado up thoir 
minds to retire was found in tho evacuation of the hill- 
forts. Somo of thesc commanded gorgos where a handful 
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of detorminad men could have checked an army, At ono 
placo in particular, where tho torrent-bed—for the path 
_ was veolly nothing olse—took a suddon bend, nothing, 
but want of food gr the sacrifices of thousands of men 
could havo dislodgod the defenders. But tho colwun 
marched through unmolested, and had no groater 
wouble than is implied in getting artillery up and down 
slopes of 45°, with altermato stretches of looso subble 
and slippery grass for a roadway. 

Genoral Briare, having learnt that his assistance was 
not wanted, despatched a battalion with a battery of 
mountain guns to take Dona-Vona, alittle fort up in the 
hilla west of Hung-Hoa and closa to the Soxe-Boa river. 
An arduous march over moro mountains, with green 
lakelots of paddy in the hollows, and under an impene- 
trablo green dome of yirgin forest, festooned with 
garlands of creepers and parasites, with bright blue and 
red blossoms, and passion flowers peeping out of the 
underwood, brought them to the position. It was 
hardly a fort in the ordinary sense of tho word; it was 
mero blockhouse in bamboo of threo hundred yards 
to tho side, with a little villago of a dozon mat-houses 
beside it Hxcept to keep out wild beasts and moss- 
jwoopers, in fact it was useless; for one might havo 
almost pitched stones on tho heads of the garrison from 
the heights round about. It venlly served as a kind 
of mountain chilet to the septuagonarian Prince Huin- 
x6-Virm, who was reported killed at Sénray, but still 
lives with a band of shaven-headed Annamoso rebols. 

Thevo wore some noat little houses insido the stockade, 
and one in particular attracted considerable attontion. 
‘here were presorvod meat and condensed milk-tins 
inside it. Unhappily they wero ompty, bub thero wero 
furthor two briax-root pipes of French manufacture, of 
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. tho modol known as tho pipe decod. hord wera two 
half-uged packobs of tabae National in tho vod, white, rn 
bluo wrappors; and there wore obhar aigna of the pros 
genco of a whito man—notably an ald Vermouth ease, 
Tho ownor of thoso proportios was presumed to liye 
boon an Amorican—on what grounds did nob sufliciontly 
appear, And il was concluded Uint to him was duo tho 
evedit of tho constrnation of tho dofonoes of Mung-SToa. 
Tho only ncbual inhabilent af tho placa waa wv pleasant: 
looking young lady, tho wilo of tho princo's socrulary, 
Every houso was burnt but hors, for tho battalion was 
under the command of the chivalrous Colonel Conoyar, 

Négrior was busy ns ustial galloping wl over Uho 
country, Ilo sont out roconnaissances on the loft bank, 
and ascorlained that tho Chinese had bunt Dirtedaat 
Tao in thoiv rotveat, bosides scores of obltor villages to 
hampor pursuit, and moreovor lad marshod twolvo 
hours continuously aflor loaving ITung-Jlon, All hopo 
of coming up with thom had theroforo to bo abandonoil, 

South of Iluva-Lfoa, CieatNauvun, and tha Sonat 
river, the country whorovor it is flat, or oven gontly 
sloping, is ovorywhoro undor tho sumo high piteh of 
cultivation, which makos ‘ougling, hoyond tho paddy~ 
fiolds, look liko a gigantic kitchon garden, and assuredly 
tho moat highly tilled land in the world, Northwnrvda 
it is vory difforont, Lmmodiatoly ehovo Iung-Tloa the 
viver bogins to narrow rapidly, and the banks are much 
highor ; whilo tho fovosts croop down closoy and closer to 
tho rivoy, till at last, abovo Tusn-Kwan, tho Kovny-Cu of 
M. Dupuig, thoy actually lino dho hanks. Novorthelogs, 
fg fax north as Gra-Du, whore there used bo bo a customs 
station, thore aro abundant villagon and highly oullivatod 
Innds, Tere tho vivor makoa a hugo curvo to tho south, 
and along this reach there is also woll-tilled country 
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till the final north curve is veached at the point where ¢ 
tho Sond-Boa xiver runs into the Sone-cor. Tore the 
scenory is very picturesque, bub the villages become fow 
and far between, Many of thom stand on piles half 
ovor the water, half on the land, showing that tho in- 
habitants taust at least as much to fishing as to agricul- 
ture for their Hvelihood. Finally, aftor Tuax-Kway, one 
plunges into tho forests, and thenceforward nothing is 
to bo seen but a few wood-cutters’ huis. Port Dupuis, 
where the gallant explorer left 2 band of Kwaya-sr men 
to guard his junks, is now a barren deseri, An hour 
and a half’s steaming abovo it brings one to the first 
rapid, whore the river is only two hundred yards wide, 
and made more dangerous by the rocks in the centre, 
After this the rapids come thick and fast, cach sus 
ceeding one more difficult than its predecessor, till 
finally the grand rapid is reachod whore the native 
junks unload. Tho French hope to pass this next cold 
BeAON. ’ 

In June the French occupied Tuymy-Kwan, the great 
contro of tho Rivitre Claire mining district, The river 
banks towards the north are fairly woll cultivated, but, at 
no groat distance up, tho barron hilly and forest country 
bogins. ‘Cho xivor xushes through a narrow bed with 
such force that steam-launchs can barely stem it, and in 
the rains will probably altogether fail to do so, The 
little mud fort is situated on a little hill, and was sur- 
yendered without opposition. Outside tho town, which 
ig a miserable place, whose inhabitants are mainly oc- 
oupied in cutting ratinns and palm-leaves for thatch, 
was a small camp of about two hundred Black Flags, 
who gavo in their submission to the French, and were 
enrolled as a» company of auxiliaries under Lieutenant 
Boum, an officer distinguished for his gallantry. Some 
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of them wore mon of anngnilicont physique, bub thoy had 
evidently gono through groat hardships, and almost 
every ono showod scars of old wounds, Though thoy 
had forsworn thoir old loador, thoy always spoko of tho 
Laoxar chiof in terms of the grealesl rorpech and ayo, 
and informod the commandant of ‘tun. Sivan, whon he 
recolyed a dofiance from Livy Juna-lu, thal if the chief 
said ho would como and attack tho placo ho would 
assuredly keop his word. 

Not much is really known about the famons leador 
of the Black I'lags. ho Suun-Pa, tho prosporous 
Chinese newspaper of Shanghai, says that he is netually 
ovor sixty years of ago, and is a fino mililary-looking 
man with snow-whito hair and bowd, To ia suid to 
keop Vvory strich ordex among ‘his troops. Bohonding 
or flogging aro tho only punishments; thora avo no 
minor dotervents such as banishmont or imprisonmont. 
In oyory one of tho towns under his sontyol the sontral 
authority is vosted in aw civil mandarin, subject to tha 
orders of n military officor., lis oliiof town ia Crue. 
Grane. So far tho uative paper. 

But My, Mosny, lato Major-Gonoral in tho Imporinl 
Chineso army, givos a vory different acount of the 
Taner chiof, Ifo was born, go it is said, ab SitanaeHyus 
Cro, in the south-wost of Kwana-x1, in tho year 1886, 
and has a smooth, bonrdloss fneo, which mikos him 
look youngor than ho xoally is. lav Juna-l'u is his 
official title, his birth namo being Iau Mun. By his 
one wife, who is still living, ho lias © son clovon yours 
of ago and two daughiors. Bottles theso ho has an 
adopted son, who is in mililary chargo of Pao-Suuwa, 
tho Chinese name for tho sitadol, which tho Fronoh, 
following the Annamoas, call Laoxar 

His band is usually supposed to be mado up of tho 
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yomains of the old Tarprya robols who managed to 
oscape from Kiwane-st at the end of the great revolt. 
There may be, and probably axe, many of these des- 
porate fighters in the ITackr ranks; and it is 10 be noted 
that the majority of the men who dofonded the Puvo-sa 
lines go woll were seasoned warriors of over forty yoars 
of age; but there can de little doubt that by far the 
"gronter number are outlaws and river-pirates from the 
upper waters of the Cnvu-Kine. Some of them have 
fled from the hands of justice, but far more have been 
attracted by the prospects of an adventurous life in 
fertile Tongking. Not a few also havo been called by 
the Annamese Government itsolf to repross the numerous 
Lu insurrections which for yoars have made the northern 
kingdom a simple cockpit. : 

The first Black Flags appoared in “ Pao-Sunne in 
Laoxar” in 1870, For a couple of yoars tho Imperial 
Chinese troops mado desconts upon thom, but effected 
vory littlo. Tinally they wore let alone. ‘hon, when 
Garnier came and overran the delta with his handful 
of mon, the Iu: Govornment cast about for somo one 
who could fight for thom, and took Liv Juna-Iu into 
thoi setvico, ‘The result is known. T'yvancis Garnior 
was killed, and tho Fonch evacuated the country, Fér 
this succoss the Taxxr chioftain was created San Suitine 
Tu‘Lr-ru, deputy-govermor of three provinces, and was 
allotted the district of Laoxat, Sined then he has been 
in rogular Annamese pay, and received periodical rations 
and subsidy for a forco of cighteen hundred men. It 

, Was the impossibility of zemitting this etipond after the 
capture of Sowxay which led to the comparative inactivity 
of the Black Flags after tho fall of that fortress. Liu 
Juxa-I'v did not seo the advantage of fighting the battles 
of a power which could not defend itself, and collapsed 
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altho first attack on ils oapitel. ho amount of the 
pay had boon twolvo hundred cash—sny cighboon-ponco-— 
and thirty cattios of rico—nbout forty pounds woight-~ 
a month. Thoncoforward tho [amr ohiollain rosoryed 
himself for tho dofonco of his own lorritory, and wo may 
bo suro ho will make a good fight for it, 

Tho quarrol between Jvanco and Chine over tho Land 
gdn road affair has brought him into action again. Tia 
sorely dwindlod band will bo roinforeed by mountaineers 
from Yunnan and Kawana-ar, Ifo will rosoivo funds aud 
munjtions of war from tho Chineso provincial governors, 
and his undoubiod gonius in soloating and Llortifying 
strong positions ond in laying ambuseados may yot 
cost tho I'rench vory dearly. 


. 
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UNDER THE WESTERN WILLS. 
7” 


TIORTLY after the capture of Iuna-Iloa, tho fall of 
which strong placo was supposed to have practically 
ended legitimate warlike operations in Tongking ‘for tho 
yoru 1884, a small column of six hundred nativo troops 
wont out to My-Duo, a small sub-provinee which appears 
on vory fow maps of Tongking, but was visited in 1881 by 
M., Edmond Fuchs, chief ongineor of tho French Mining 
Dopattment, All the oultivated portion of Tongking 
was now in Fronch hands, It was nocossary to find 
tha minerals, and M. Fuchs had roportod gold at My- 
Dic. Moreover, pirates swarmed over all tho wans-Dat 
prévinces, and it was nocessary to suppress thom as 
well as to find gold. ' 

Té was xeported that a largo number of Chinamen 
were ontronched noar My-Ditc. They were armed with ‘ 
Spencors and Remingtons, and it was supposod that 
they would fight for their gold-workings, It was there- 
foro thought by some rather hazardous to sond out 
nothing but native auxiliaries against thom, and that 
without the support of artillery. Towevor, Commandant 
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Beran, tho. officor in command, wasn grilant aoldior, 
To had distinguished himsolf in a-marked way at 
Gravelottes as a lioutenant, and Iny in the hospital on, 
tho next bod to Genoral Négrioy, thon a captain. Tho 
commandant was aa highly thought of in his yank ag 
- the Algorian gonoral himsolf, and it was. conidontly 
oxpootod that, if thoro was hard fighting to ho dona, ho 
wag tho man for tho work, A M. Bavinn-Cirraurome, 
a cousin of M. Julos Forry’s, accompaniod the column 
to xeport on tho gold-flolds, and had with him Mz. 
Tvatts; an English onginoor, who had seon much mining 
works in Canada and tho Wostern States of Amorica, 
and thovoforo supplied tho requixity practical knowledga, 
The colwun loft Hanoi at half-peat fou in the morn- 
ing, for in tho ond of April tho heats wore beginning to 
grow formidable, as well for native troops ag for Wyonch 
non-commissioned officara.. Tho routo taken waa tat 
which rung duo south from the south-wost gato of tho 
citadel, passing ab first sirdight versa & wide expanse 
of swamp, half lagoon, half paudldy-flold, Boyond this 
tho country becamo drior, from tho point. where the 
south-onst ond of the embankment, on which Camier 
mot his death, out.tho route, Tor five houra the column 
thon maxchod through a magnificent country, whnast 
surpassing in cultivation that of any other part of ong 
‘king. Perhaps tho fact that the rica was just beginning 
to turn yellow in tho oar inevensol tho idea of fertility ; 
~ but it was seldom, evon in. Tongking, that ono could seo 
such vistas of cornland, waving yollow folds oxtending, 
hotwoon tho villages, oight or ton 1iles away to the 
very horizon, unbyokon oxeopt by an occasional ‘Tuvan, 
with its ono treo, ov occasionally two—ono at onch aide. 
Those T'v-vans avo shrines to the good corn-mother, 
tho benignant spirit of the tilth, . ‘Choy are almost all of, 


| RURAL SHRINES. "195 


the same general form, In- the front'is an enclosure 
stuounded by low brick walls, whose pillars ave topped 
with very sharp conical, or perhaps flame-like, points, 
At the back of this, on a pedestal betweon four and five 
feot high, stands a sort of curulé chair, built of brick 
and plaster, This forms the centve of the shrine, In 
fvont of it rises a mason-work cube, a sort of sacrificial 
table, or altar. To right and-left extends a sevies of 
blocks. of rectanguléy brickwork, placed at equal: dis- 
tances from, one another, A tiled roof supported. on 
~ hard-wood pillars, which vest not in the ground,- but, as 
is universally the case in Tongling, on stone sockets 
sunk in the soil, serves to. afford shelter to the votaries, 
. Great numbers of these Tu-vays are to be seen in all 
“parts of the country. They always stand well out in 
_ the open, usually on a patch of grass left uncultivated, 
and with, most frequently,‘ a solitary, bare-stemmed, 
tmbrella-like tree beside them. Tho country people 
- Coposit their offerings-to the good spirits of the crops. - 
When, as is often. the caso, there is no eubo-altar, the 
votive gifts axe laid on the plinth of the chaiy. Tho” 
divinity is purely imporsonal; no painted or soulptured 
imago.snggosts a deity. - The offerings consist of flowers 
and fruits, inconge sticks, and ‘the paper models, of which 
. #0 many are to be seen on the stalls of overy country 
village, paper coats, boots, trousers, images of horses, 
‘ dlephants, ‘and human figures—all highly colow'ed in 
the style of the prints ‘of the Lord Mayor's show. In 
the animal figures the carcase is made of thin. basket- 
-fwork, and the coloured paper is pasted on this. There 
ia not much regard for size or proportions, but it is not 
uncommon to see elephants, and especially horses, of 
noarly lifo-size.. At each side of the Tu-vay, a few paces - 
outeide the enclosure, axe-2 couple of stones set up in’ the 
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ground, with two Chinoxo olitmelert, Tla Ma, ont on 
thom in deop relief ‘This ia an invitution to riders lo 
dismount in passing, from roxpoot to tha saeredl plod. 
All tho mo1o important demples have on oiblon Kida of 
thom similar T1\ Ma stones. Altura to propitints oyil 
rural spirits av also pub wp, bul they wo simply rudo 
mounds of carth, nob wilike the national graves. "ho 
offerings dopositod hore aro of very little valna, Dub on 
tho appointed days no small amount of freral money 
ig buxnt upon thom. 

There are a goodly numboy of Christina villegor in 
this easton Dat country, lub one cannot botp nolicing 
that tho Christian fiolda avo ua woll supplied willl Wo 
vans ag thoit hoathon neighbours’, ‘Tho hardest work 
tho missionavios havo iy to combat thoso fugrnined 
sttporstitions, ‘Tho country hororbouls, wll wong the 
Dat, was formerly a great pirate haunt. ‘the viol 
harvosts no doubt abivactod them. ‘Tha annborn banks 
are cloarad, but tho only result soomns to bu that there 
Mo moro than ovor on tho woh A Mrongl adjutant 
wag sont out, aftor tho capliny of Sixray, with some 
nativo troops. Tlo built himaolf a marvotlot humhoo 
fort, wilh sistoon gelea and other poouliavitios, und 
thoneo selliod forth periodically on pirala Iunts, 

Shortly aftorwards tho Das was alvnaly und the eoliimn 
marched routh-vost along the ombankmont, piuab i con. 
tinuous series of oxcoudingly piclurenque villages, wilh 
apparently ovory comfort and conyonionso thoy could 
require, except confidunos in ono another; for overy 
entry was barred with donso, prickly hurdles of bamboo, 
and ovory pathway wound about so thet further bart. 
ondes could bo constanctod ab plonsure, 

Another day's mavoh lod still down tho ombankmont, 
These dykes, built 0 guard tho flab country against tho 
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floods of tho rainy scason, avo among tho most oxtra- 
ordinary works in Tongking. They axo froquently sixty 
or seventy feet wide at the baso, and from twenty-five to 
thirty feet high, and are built in regular series to protect 
three or four villages, the next series of course joining 
on so a8 to mako a continuous system. On the top of 
the largor dykos three carriages might be drivon abreast. 
There aro hundveds ‘of milos of them m tho delta, and 
they cover the whole country np to the Sona-cau river, 
and to beyond Ifuna-Hoa. Dming the rains they are 
tho only roads that are practicablo, and scores of villages 
find protection on theix slopes. They aro admirably 
constructed, so as to turn rather than check the force of 
the water. To hold the soil firm, each ombankment is 
builé over a regular framework of bamboos, horizontal 
and at the angle of the slope, all boing firmly lashod 
together with rattan and fastened to posts driven in the 
ground, As a national work they are far moro astonish- 
ing for tho patient labour they imply, and infinitely 
more useful than tho famous wall of China, or even the 
Gyand Canal itself, concorning which My. Colborne 
Babor spoaks in such slighting terms. Where thero aro 
no villages soeking sheltor under these dykes thore are 
fruit-trees and torebinths of palm-tvees, and long stretches 
of dog-roses, white and red, loading the air with their 
perfume; clematis creepors, with lovely oream-white 
flowers; vich purple trumpet-shaped corollas, clamber- 
ing over the shrubs; and, above all, the gorgeous up- 
turned head of the passion-flower. Theo fresh 1ed cloud 
of the ‘ forest-flame” contrasts wilh the sombie foliago 
of tho mango and-the lycheo, the graceful palm, and 
the feathery clumps of bamboo. Tongking viewed from 
one of theso embankments has a beauty all ils own, whon 
the rays of the morning sun sparklo gaily on tho tiny drops 
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of dow, and tho Howers open up to breathe the froah air, 
ani tho oyo alvives in vain to Keo the bounds of tho tico- 
lands that disappone in tho havo whieh the sim reinas 
wp. A light breeze bends tho honda af the paddy, and 
that ig tho only aound ano hears, wileas it ho the bubble 
of a slverm smothered in yerdiae ox Che envelling of 
hundvods of unknown birds, 

But the maroh of tho column introduged discord and 
foar, "rom village bo village tho dull wail of tho cowe 
horns and tho boating of tum-luns paar on tho nowa 
that tho Cronchmon’s troops wore coming, ho villagers 
might have had conscioncos, or they might lave load 
that tho Annamoso Pronelanon were clover al ateating 
chickens, and apt to pirloin oges, AL ty rate, all the 
villago gatownys wore cloned and blocked up with bushes 
and spiny hurdles, A fow of tho moro ventirgsame 
stood ab a distanco and looked ab tho colar as it 
passed, but tho majority hid themselves away in the 
farthoat part of tho villugo, 

Aé longlh the Dat was oroxsel in boats ab a plago 
whero ib ran alrong wnd deyp ina ehumel of nhoul a 
hundred yards wide, ‘ho path then followed the right 
bank lowards tho line of hilly which wal in Tongking 
on tho wost, The rengo iB moat oxtraurdinay, One 
is accustomed to Uho sawliko apponmes of a ats of 
hills viewed hom a distango. Llore, lewever, ig aw Tho 
of heights rising Lo from 600 lo LO00 foot hoor oul of 
tho paddy-folds, and with tho individuel poake os 
nearly as possible in a slyalght line. They aro a kind 
of prismatio limostone, some mero hugo naked rooka, 
othore with bushos, and oven trovx, clinging Lo the clofts 
in their prociptlous sides, Behind woro other hugo 
reola of yock of tho anmo characlor, singularly re- 

, Sombling the fantastic rocky islets of tlie fairy Flanona 
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Bay, and then in tho far distanco beyond towored the 
lofly mountains of tho Muone country, 

One can seo isolated limestone peaks of tho samo 
Kind in the flat country above Maurin, in British 
Burma, and along the course of the West River in 
Kwane-st and Kwaxe-Tuxe; but not eyon there axe the 
hills so regularly connected or so lofty as here, The 
sight is as unique as the Tongking landscape, with its 
ocean of paddy-fields of which wo have just boen 
speaking. 

About a mile from the foot of the hills, after a boiling 
hot march, the column haltod at a Christian village, 
Neva, in charge of a French priest, who, however, did 
not show himself. Ilere the Tuan-Puv of My-Dio was 
in waiting to load the way. Ianoi information, it 
appoared, was of littlo valuo. My-Dio was not in the 
hands of Chinamen, and nevor had been. On the con- 
trary, it was quite newly built, and a band of Tongkinese 
nuxilinvics was actually in garrison there, This was 
somewhat disconcerting. Fortunately, howovor, tho 
absonco of Chinamon did not necossarily imply tho ab- 
sence of gold. Tlero, however, was a chock also. ‘ho 
‘Tuan-Priv had heard that there was something of the kind 
in {lio bills farthor on, but thoro was no gold actually ab 
My-Duc. \ 

To mako inquiries about a guido and proparations for 
the troops, the stout old gentleman marched off on his 
olephant, followed by his umbrellas, his crossbow men, 
his warriors with swords and spears of portontous 
length, and bucklers round and oval, and flags of many 
colours. After tho midday heat had passed, the column 
marchod on under tho hills, where, if there had been 
Chinamon, they had only to topple stones over tho crags 
to ovack our skulls, Suddenly, as 2 ship might have 
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done, wo tnmod round a rorky promontory, and ab tho 
far aido of a wide, civewlay plain, surrounded an all 
aides hut tho ono by tho same jagged yooks, now black 
against thosobling sun, wo camo upon My. Dit 

Avis a nont litle placo, ‘Mhero i a amall mud fort, a 
gquavo of abowth a hundred yards bo tho side, with wadgo 
bastions ab tho comors, and fom fixed bridges over a 
tidy Hitle moat. Thora nro & fow ombrantuad, bat no 
cannon, Any ono mounting tho rooks to the north could 
pick off tho garrison ab his loisuyo wilh a riflo, but por- 
haps it might not bo so easy to gol up the cliffs, Cho 
Tuan-Pitu had dono his bost. Ilo had fibed up e court 
yard, with housos round threo of tho sides for tho 
offcors, ‘Tho rooms wore fumnishod with Hilo tables 
and carved ebony bonches and oil-lampa, ao blu with a 
good deal of imagination ono might have fangied ono’s 
golf at Mourico's. ‘ho worthy man had done moro: ho 
had myanged for the lodging of all tho mon. Morooyer 
ho gave a “gratification.” Lo furnishod a dozen bottles 
of wino, which was vory diinkablo for My-Dia, fo 
distributed a scoro of loaves of broad, got from Ilanat 
a wook ago. Ilo furnished ogga and ehiokona, Ilo 
gave tho Annamoso Lirvillenra a small curt-load of 
sapequesr-—it voquivos forlyefour aaprquea to meako a aot 
Pinally ho suppliod a guido, who declare thove wore five 
gold minos, with a sulphur mino thrown in, only to 
hours’ maveh distant in the mountains. 

Noxt morning a company started before tho aun in 
quost of gold, Wo marched an hour ovor little widula 
tions, whore thoro wero dog-rosos and 1 maguifieont 
searlol flowering plant liko a honoysucllo, qacontris 
shrubs wilh roddish buff lenvos, and othors, alill mora 
occontric, with poarly white loaves sentloxed among tho 
groon, bracken to vemind one of tho north, and bamboog 
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and betel-palms to recall the tropics. Then we roachod 
& now range of raggod hills, with hore and tlieve a huge 
elif! stonding solitary in tho plain to tho left, as wo 
marehed parallel to the ridgo, Thoro was cultivation 
everywhera; little patches of paddy-land in the hollows 
and along the mountain streams through which we 
waded; acres of maize and peanuts and yams, but 
novor a villago. Thore wore tracks—our path in fact— 
down which buifaloes had dragged timber from the hills, 
48 wo could very woll seo from the round hollows they 
made, but not a living soul 40 be seen, : 

An hour more along the hill-side and we began to be 
prepared for gold af any moment. Still the gmde 
marched on, and the captain of tho Tuan-Pov’s army 
went ahoad in his palanquin, with his umbrellas and 
orossbow men, and his gong beating in measured time 
every half-minute or so, oither to reassure us or to 
impross whatover inhabitants might be within emshot. 

Another hour and it began 10 be hot. We could hear 
dhe parividges calling Con-papa ... DAvA (thoir An- 
namesé name) in the long grass, and we occasionally 
heard tho graff bray of a deer in the ravines; but wo 
would havo nono of thom. Nothing but gold would 
antisly us. 

Anothor hour and the hoat was toxrible. We looked 
forward to wading tho mountain stroams with pleasure, 
and thovo was groal constumption of absinthe, After the 
third halithe Fronch always march fifty minutes with 
a halt of ten—we began to think that two hours’ march 
Annameso was absurdly long. 

In, tho fourth hour tho captain of the company lost 
all patience, and informed the guido that, if he was 
arnusing himself at our exponso, ib would cost vory little 
and tako less timo to blow his brains oul. Thus stimu- 
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lated, tho guido, who was tho mayor of Uw place wo 
wore going to, announced thab we should arriva in 
anothor hour, As a matter of {not ib tool us mi hour and 
throo-qrartors, Wo mado an immense and apparently 
aimloss cirouib in tho plain, and thon suddenly damned 
norlh-wost and wont slraight for the mountaing, Woe 
passod sovoral outlying clits, biggor than Lhe Dans Rock 
and nearly as bare, and then plunged iite a gorge, 
whoyo tho crags on both sides towered eight lnuulzed 
feot abovo us, and somotbimes velually projoctod over our 
honds, ‘Tho glon, nob a lundrad yarda aeraga ab ils 
widest, soomod to bo lilllo botlor thin v dry lorront-bed. 
It was full of bushos and canes. ‘Tho path was part 
mud, part bouldora, and thore wax nol @ bruath af ab 
Tt was half-past ton, and, notwithstanding bho hoight of 
tho woodod rocks, tho sun beat down pitiloaily on ua, 
Talf a mile and wo bogan to aliflo, Wo lated the very 
sight of tho buttorflios that camo flying down in long 
lines, ono aflor tho othox, like a bund of Indians or o 
flock of shoop on a hill-lwack. Wo hed to make a helt 
within the regulation Limo—an ublerly dospornte inonaure 
with o alriot disciplinarian like ow enplain, But happily 
it was nearly onded. Anothor five hundved yard wid wo 
crmo toa bamboo gato, and insido that a huge slab of 
yook that hung ovor tho path, and inside that again a little 
cirelo of lovol ground about two hmulred yards across 

This was Gao. ‘Tis waa tho sito of tho gold brow, 
Thoro woro fivo housos, built in Who hill Muowa fayhion 
on pilos, to guard against tho abincks of wild animale, 
Thoro woro half a dozon arcen palma, as many bananas, 
& microscopic patch of nize, » couplo of lychoos, and 
somo jungle loos, All around aroso tho wooded rooks, 
except at tho back, facing us, whore there was a bare 
grassy hill, / 
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Tho gold stronm was hardly to be seon. Il gurgled 
down the rocks and thon scomed to vanish altogethor in 
the grass. But we wore too hot and tired to care an 
atom for gold al the moment. Tho five houses were 
promptly annoxed, and then it appeared that thore woro 
only two inhabitants among them. ‘The 1est had piob- 
ably taken to tho hills, At any rate, no one troubled to 
inquive after thom, An how spent over breakfast and 
cooling down, and thon tho search for gold was begun, 

There was a doad check at the very beginning. The 
guido calmly announced that he know nothing about the 
gold at all. Ile was mayor of the town, and had beon 
told to lead the way there—that was all, The captain of 
tho ‘Tuan-Piv's aimy tranquilly chowed botcl, assured us 
that ho was vory tired, and that he know absolutely 
nothing at all about anything, excopt that ho and his 
seore of crossbow mon had come to protect the troops. 
So far from bemg soothed by this intimation, we waxed 
moro flery than ever. A wrathful lieutonant drew out 
his revolver and assurod the guido that ho would put 
bullot in his head if wo did not find gold within half an 
houx, and, for his better comprohonsion, fred a shot in 
tho air in tho meantimo. 

fortunately for the mayor ono of his Keges turned up 
trumps. Wo had cut down one of his acon palms to 
mako @ salad of tho tender top leaves, and he dissolved 
in toars. Tho captain gave him a dollar, and ho grovelled. 
on tho earth in giatitude. Anothor member of the pmty 
gave him anothor dollar, and lio was porfectly prepared to 
sell his soul and the gold mine. Ilo produced a piece of 
wood which ho called his washer, IZo brought out a 
barhboo with a bit of iron in tho end of it, which was his 
spado and “jumpor ” and everything. 

‘With infinito toil we sorambled two or theo hundred 
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yards up the rocky bed of tho slream, vory unielt like a 
Seateh bum in a mountain glen, oxcapl Ut the haxel 
and aldor woro replaced hy tropionl trees nnd shih) 
which grow overywhore densely round tho banks, and 
holpod onc to clamber wp whit was really ono condi 
stoop cascade, Ab first wo soarehod diligently in tho bod 
among tho blocks of limoxtone, selist, usted marble, 
or alabaster and fragmonis of quarts; but syppoxad finda 
only vosultod in dopreciation and instruction from Ma, 
Ivatia. A liltlo of this sort of oxortion wont a very long 
way at half-past ono, with a nearly vorbiond sin and nob 
a breath of air. 1b was a matter of Qoubb whobhor ono 
got wolter with porapivation or wilh slipping into the 
pools, 

Ab any xato, a halt was mado to wateh tho tivo inhabi- 
tanta, ‘Choy bogan digging a hale in the gravelly bank, 
washed away tho stones and sand on thoir boaml, and in 
halfanhour produced thyoo small spooks of gold. ‘his wus 
no groat matter, but at any rate if proved taut thera was 
gold. ‘We consoled oursolvos with tho rofleation that wo 
Und hit on a bad place, that wo should have gous farbhor 
up alzcam, and that wa wore out of luk, Anyhow, it 
wea timo to go. A big bag wos filled with gravel and 
sand, and the two apparont propristors of the gold 
aivoam ware requisitioned as caolion to enegy ib. Diligent 
washing noxb day failed to rove) nny more gold dua, 
but wo woro satisied with whet had leon dond in our 
three-quartors of un hour claim, 

Th was nocossary to gob back ws soon after dark as 
possiblo, for tho roud was bad, and thora was no moan 
Nothing elso could possibly have justifiod the starting 
of & column of mon ab fivo minntes past two. Th waa 
fondly hopod thal, when we gol out into the opon plain, 
there would bo a breuxo to moderato tho torriflo hort. 
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But thero was none, and when, later on in the afternoon, 
it did como, it was behind our backs, and so gontlo that 
wo hardly folt it. 

Tho results wore soon apparont. Wo had scarecly 
gol out of tho gorge whon a coolio fell down dond, parily 
from tho heat and partly from fatigue. Tho poor creature 
had beon toolongin thoservice. Porpotual carrying hoavy 
loads just within his strength and insufficient food—for 
tho army coolies had to forage for themselves, like the 
birds and beasts—had proved too much for him. He 
diod, and was left whero he fell to feed the carrion fowl. 
The march continued painfully. Several of the officers 
gave up their ponies to worn-out Zirailleurs, and after 
that thero was no help for the fatigued; they had to 
atrugglo on somchow or othor. Tho captain of tho escort, 
notwithstanding hia pelanquin, was vory exhausted. 
Ho related bis misoricg to one officer after another, and 
from ono ho got brandy, from another absinthe, from a 
third rum, and from yet another more brandy. ‘tho 
rosults wero noisy in tho evening and woobegone next 
morning. ‘ 

‘When at Inst the sun gob bohind tho raggod line of 
poaks we wore too gratoful for the shado and tho even- 
ing breozo to inko any noto of tho purple glow, doeponing 
into black, that stolo over the range, showing up its 
outline sharp and grotesque against the saffron sky. Soon 
it wea quite dark, and the fire-flies came out, and wo 
hoard the far-off pect-pect of a tiger. But wa had no 
admiration for tho obbing and flowing light of the 
beotles, nor any foar of the tiger, still loss n dosixo to 
go aftor him. Wo plunged recklossly through rushy 
brooks whore in the morning we had picked owr steps 
with a wholesome dyoad of leeches. At last, ab oight 
o'clock, we reached tho friendly walls of My-Dto. Wo 
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had marchod clono on forty miles, gront part of 16 in the 
hottost time of tho day. 

Thovo was no doubt of the oxtvtonee of gold, only the 
mandarins did nol wish us to find it. Possibly wo 
marched past some of tho promixod five workinga, for 
dhovo must have boon villages in dome of tho mountain 
gorges which wo paxaod. Tho guide no doull hoped to 
tire us out withoué showing us muyiling, {lo was vory 
fairly succonaful, Ifo showed ua xomarkably lithe, wud 
ib wes vory corlain that wo wore fntigued. 

STaving achioveil bub & slight snooers in ils ronych fop 
gold, the column was now absolutely delormingd to find 
pirates, ‘Tho tuan-Liru told us there were somo wb My. 
Livdye, a place about forty miles olf to the north, "hey 
wore mostly Ghinamon, and they warked gald same- 
whoro or othor in ihe neighbourhood, 

Noxt day a start was mudo, bub tho third company 
had not xecovored from the oxhauntion of the day before, 
and could not bo induced to bo onthusiantia about 
pirates ; and after tou miles a halt was mado in a vil- 
lago on tho banks of tho Dat, and perhaps a mile and a 
half from tho lilly, A. short dislango outside tho walla 
of tho placo, towards tho hills, was a pig with his logs 
tied up, lying at the foot of a tree, to wv hxwnel: of whioh 
was Mixed a large papar document shubing Mink iia was 
tho villago offoring io Mr, Vigor, and bogging that ho 
would tako particular notice of tho villayo soul which 

. figured prominently ab tho bottom. ho Annamonre 
havo ¢ wonderful respoot for tho tiger, Whoy always 
speak of “airipos” as Ona-cor, Mv. Tigor, inslend of 
Con-cor, ag, following tho names of other animals, ho 
should bo called. 1n all villages where there axo tigera 
in tho neighbourhood imagos of thom are pub up in the 
doorways ag @ protection. ‘We Anmumoso of a commu. 


‘ 
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nity in French Cochin China, who had xeccived ordors 
to set traps for a map-entor, pub up’ in all the wasto 
places, and round about the pagodas, notices begging 
One-cor to spave them, and assuring his lordship that 
it was against their will that the snares lad beon con- 
structed. A man who has beon killed by a tiger is 
always buried where he died, and nover in the family 
tomb. ‘Tho son of & man enten by a tiger or 2 croco- 
dile, or killed in war, is liable to the samo misfortune, 
and must offer up regular sacrifices if he would cscapo 
gach a mischance. Another curious superstition of the 
fishermen of the Dai is that it is very unlucky to catch 
& porpoise, Ile is a messenger of the demons of the 
lower world, If a fish jumps into the boat it is a very 
bad omen also. To avert impending ovil it is necossary 
to cut the fish in two and throw it into the water again. 

After a half-day’s rest the column started again up 
the right bank of the Dai river, still keeping the hills on 
the lefl, but gotting gradually farther and farthor from 
them. After a time o country practically new to Huro- 
peans was reached. Wo struck diagonally across the 
flelds towards the hills, and several fairly largo stvenme, 
too deep to be forded, all of thom of couse affluents of 
tho Dat. Eventually wo followod the banks of ono of 
theso, called the Bur-Grax. ‘The country was still highly 
oultivated, but the features of the poople differed some- 
what from those of other parts of Tongking. They 
wore squarer-built, taller, and broader in tho jaw, and 
the nose was porhaps a little biggor and shapelier than 


‘ that of the ordinary Annameso, with whom itis a mora 


misshapen button, with a valley instead of a bridge. 
Wo wore indeed told that most of them wero half 
Muone, half-Tongkinese, 

The Muonas are supposed by some to be aborigines of 
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tho country. ‘Thoy apoulk » dinleab whiah wn Annnmoro 
can only undorstand imporfootly, both on avconmb of 
steueturo and pronunciation, Tho Muowxas, from the 
fow tho wriler saw, hardly soom to be tho Sitans of the 
Upper Mitxona valley, but they are yory probably cloavly 
akin to them, “Whey avo tallor anil whitor than the 
Amnamoso, and havo a proformd contumpl for them. 
In tho frontior provinoos this arrogutad miporiority ix ao 
for admibted that Muonay aro allowed to hem wm 
quoor stockloss things of tholy own making-—whora o 
Yongkinoso would promptly ba hohoadad for vonturing 
on such a thing, ‘hoy ero forvont Buddhixts, real fol. 
lowors of tho groat maalor-- another point whidh moves 
them far aboyo the Annameao, wid assimilitos thom to 
the races of tho Miixona valloy, 

‘ho half-brood Muoray whom wo imal, howover, 
soomed 40 havo but a poor opinion of thoi somiennkod 
hill cousins, and’ kopt thoi villagos ovon move formid- 
ably prélsctod than thoso of tho delta propor. ‘thoy 
had redoublablo crosshows-~moro dangoroud weapons 
in oxpablo hands than tho jozail-liko guns thoy onrviod, 
and woro ovidontly vory proud of, kooping the iulaid 
motal work in an athnivablo ntato of polish, 

Tho norror wo gol to My-Litiixa, tho fainter Loerame 
tho hopos of fmiing pirates, Ab My-Duo it was paid 
thoro wore five Inmdved, all woll amned nnd strongly 
entronched. This camo down by abayos to lwo unudyed, 
and oyontually, whon wo wore about a milo aud 0 half 
from tho Lown, wo discovorod that Uhero were no pixatos, 
Chinogo or othorwiso, in tho place. ‘Tho troops marched 
in peacoably in the ovoning, aud thon il was discovered 
that tho groator part of tho town had boon burnt bwo 
months bofore by tho pirates, 

My-Lvona had boon s wealthy and substantial town, , 
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The houses had been built of big slabs of conglomorate, 
and, instend of the ordinary bamboo fences to tho path- 
ways, thore wore solid walls of tho same material. One 
or two fino temples tastified still more to tho richos 
of the place, and of the fow better-class houses that 
remained, many had elaborate frescoes painted on the 
plaster panelling, wreaths of flowers, fantastic beasts, 
and tho ordinary egrots, and frogs and tortoises of 
Annamese art. Near some of the temples were some 
ancient trees of the banyan species, surrounded with 
tassels of pendant suckers, many of which had already 
taken root in tho.ground, and coalesced into ono thick 
stem, which sprang out of tho soil with fresh vigour to 
continue the process. Some of these outside stems wero 
as largo as an average European tree, and the upper 
branches were interlaced in an inextricablo but charm- 
ing tangle of creepers, ferns, ratians, and orchids, the 
whole supplying a pleasantly cool sholier and an impres- 
sive natural fane. 

The inhabitants said that, immediately after the cap- 
turo of Sonray, a force of about fivo hundred Chinamen 
had come over in bands of from twenty to forty, and 
had settled in a village, Ka-Snon, lying at tho foot of 
the main poak of the range. Thoy had built thomselves 
a little fortlot on tho hill-side above the village, and 
were armed with yery good guns, but had left Séwray 
in such a hurry that they had only the cartridges 
that remained at the moment in thoir pouches. The 
members of the band had steadily dwindled till there 
yemained no more than seventy, with thirty Muone 
auxiliaries, Still thoy kept tho countyy-side in terror, 
and stolo all the women and children and sold them 
to the hill-emen for rico. hoy also worked a gold- 
washing somewhere near. 

15 
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Ka-Snén, howevor, was distant fou hours’ maxoh, 
dud ib was quite cortain thal, if tha Chinaman ware not 
alvondy gone, thoy would disnppour tho momont the 
Fronch guna hovo in sight. A couple of sastions wera 
lof) behind to wateh, or attack Kn-Sitdn as acomed boat 
{o tho adjutant who had command of thom. ‘Tho roab 
of tho column marchod duo otal through an walulaling 
counity on tho Dai, which waa forded ub ono of tho 
vogular country forrios, and thoneo through tho reo 
fields and past tho adjntant’s fort to Llano, which was 
reachod on tho second day, 

Tho first column sont in roavoh of gold and piratos 
mot wilh but vory modorato succoss. Yt that thore is 
gold in tho country is quito cortnin. ‘lho Muoxas bring 
it down in lilo pollets to tho lowlands both in this part 
of tho country and farthor north boyond TWuna-lZoa, and 
on tho banks of the Rividre Claire by Wuyin- Kwan, 
Gold will cortainly bo found somo day when the country 
is gattled, but whothor gold-minos and golkldiggora axa 
dosirable things is a vory difuront question, 'Mhorv avo 
soveral old diggors of gold and other motuls in Wong. 
king now, 'Lhoy ask for loayo and ground wherein to 
oxoreiso thoir voontion, and aro told to apply lo the 
local mandarin, who knows nothing, and sonds thom 
back to tho Fronch civilian, who now says il ix nevossary 
to consult tho TTonto Govormmoent, Boyar ox-Culifornia 
diggers aro vory warm ovor tho matlor, and compare tho 
syalom uniuvourably with that which provnila in the 
Weat and in British Columbia, hero a man tulos out 
a liconco to dig, for which ho pays five dollava, and hag 
thoroaftor nothing to do but Lo go und maxk himeolf ont 
a claim according to his lights, If ho treapessos on 
anothoy man’s land iho gold commissionor comes down 
upon him and givos him ton minutos to quit with his 
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tools and helongings, but otherwise the digger is not 
interferod with. If half a dozen of these experienced 
mon woro allowod to go and establish thomsolves in tha 
Gao hill range thoy would soon detormine whelhor there 
wore gold-washings there or not, But sueh oxpeditions, 
or armed oxpeditions of any kind, aro altogether for- 
bidden. Moreover, there are alroady mutterings about 
xolatives of prominent Government officials and agents 
of French companies, started or to bo started, who are 
supposed, rightly or wrongly, to be sure to pick yp all 
tho plums to the exclusion of private enterprise. Native 
workers alvoady in possession are likely to be assumed 
to bo pivatos, or will be required to produce thoi title- 
doods, which will serve the same purpoge in a more 
judicial way. 

The rains had baxely well set in when the whole of 
tho western banks of the Daz, and not a small portion of 
the oastern, bocame alive with pirate bands, who ravagod 
and burnt evorywhore; and in the impassable slate of 
the country it was impossible for the French to follow 
thom, cortainly to come up with them. This sort of 
thing is, unhappily, likely to go on for yoars in tho rainy 
months, It sooms only too true that all Tongkinese are 
pirates whon thoy find a good opportunity; but of real, 
voriiable, professional brigands there axo probably none. 
Tho nucloi of tho present bands are the scattered Hut 
soldicry aud tho followers of behendod mandnvins, with 
a vory large leavening of old Fronch army coolies, who 
have acquired exporience in the systematic pillaging of 
villages, and find it more oxciting and profitable to go 
looting on thoir own account. 


4 
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HM trim, white houros of tho Wvonch Concosrion give 
Haiphong quito a protly apponranes as ono Blonma 
up tho fourtoon milos or 0 of river which #oparates it 
from tho son; “bul whon ono passos tp tho mouth of the 
» Sone-'Lam-Bao Canal, and still moro whon ono lands, 
thoro is a yoynlaion. T’vom opposite tho stora-shoda, 
whioh used to bo the China Moroliants Company's. 
godowns, tho placo looks vory dosoluto, and gives the 
newly arrived strangor the improssion of ft two-or-thyea. 
month-old sottlomont in a nowly dixcoverod countrys 
Tho Fronch havo boon moro ox loss aboatily sottled dx 
the placo for ton yours; but it is huvdly fair to dwoll on 
this. Still for oyor a yoar thay havo boon fiumaly rosolvedl. 
‘to maintain thomsolyos in the country, and tho results 
of that yon aro cortajnly not yory romarkoblo. 

The town porhaps grows, though ovon thia ia opon to 
dispute; bub undor no ciroumstances can it grow fast, 
for building sitos avo only to be obtained by Inborloualy 
collocting mud and ‘clay from tho surrounding flelds, and: 

‘piling it up to form o foundation on which a-house may. 
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stand a foot ox’ two above the’ swamps into which the 
Greater part of the town is converted by a high tide. 
. Ghe very roads haye.to bo constructed in this way, rising 
up in lines like the embankments of the ‘open country, 
with dark, silvery marshes. on each side. Under these 
civeumatancos there aro not many solid houses and xe- 
markably fow roads of any kind. The town; which does 
not cover an avon of more than a hundyed reres, is 
siuvounded, except on the river and canal faces, by a 
“stockade, which as recently as the 5th of July, 1888, was 
found to bo necessary; for on that night a large band of 
Tongkinese pirates attacked the settlement, and might 
evon havo taken it, had it not been for the fire of the 
river flotilla. 

It seoms to be only.the brackish water which’ saves 
Haiphong from being a regular grave to the Frenchmen. 
On first sight of the ill-looking swamps which ponotrate 
into every part of the town and exhale vapours under the , 
blazing sun, ono would think that nothing could save 
tho place from a pestilence. As it is, every liouse is 
practically the contve of a cosspool, and if thore is not 
sooner or Intex some-serious epidemic it will bo a matter 

for wonder, ‘Tho utter absence of anything like sanitary 
prochutions all over ‘Tongking certainly reflects. thé 
. greatest discredit on the French medical staff. Possibly 
it is the want of money which-prevonts the administra- 
tion from commencing even the cloments of a drainage 
aystom ; but if the medical officors have made any 
roprosontations on the subject thei! reports have been’ 
very cavefully shelved, 

There was a very fair amount of trade in Tongking 

"thee or four years ago, but it has almost eutirely dis- 
appeared during the troubles. Three or four Hong Kong 
“houses had agencies in Haiphong tlien, but. these-have 
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boon withdrawn as fax, ab any wute, as Uno Mnglish fhm 
avo concorned. Thoso fiuins whieh romnin are only sup~ 
portod by tho tranrport of Government stores, mad the 
supply of drink and other nocoasiutes for tho tvanpa. 
Tho last ivado xoport for the pork of Muiphony, whiels 
practically roprosontoil tho wade of tho comutyy, was 
that of tho your 1880, It was dvawn up hy the thon 
Fronch vosidont, M. do Korgarados, an extremely ablo 
man, ono who knows tho country as thoroughly aa MM, 
Dupuis, and who is woll known and well liked by the 
Tongkinose. Instend of changing Governor four timor 
in tho yoar, and sonding mon from all tho onds of tho 
oarlh, tho Ropublio would do woll to calnblikh tho Count 
in Tongking. Jia knowledgo and onorgy would go fur 
to dovoloping ‘ongking into wv magnificont colony, if it is 
ovor to bo 0 dovelopad, 

A considoration of this report will ho in ovory way 
tho bost method of giving an idea of the tdu and 
the possibilities of ‘longking, ‘ho importa of fTui- 
phong in tho yonr L880 yeachod tho yuluo of 6,167,815 
franes, and tho oxporla woro ostimuted nt 7,607,688 
francs, totalling closo on thirtoon million franes, say 
£520,000, But this did not ropresont tho truo value of 
tho operations, In ordor to onvournge wade, which dvon 
thon was inclined to languish a good don, tho T'vanco« 
Annamoso Customs wore in tho Jinbit of ascapling tho 
aimplo declaration of tho traders, ‘Tho & por cont, 
ad valorem duty would probably, thorefore, with careful 
inapoction, havo returned a considerably Jargoy sum. 
M. do Korgarndoe is disposod to oatimato it ab as muola 
ag 26 per cont. Adding to this tho value of tho opium 
imported, tho drug boing froo from tho imposts of tho 
mixod customs, tho whole movemont of tho port for tho 
yoar is ostimated ab twonty million franos, £800,000, 
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This figuro was a great increaso on 1879, when there 
was a sixingont intordict placed by tho Annamose 
Govornmont on tho oxport of grain, bul was inforior to 
tho voturns of 1878, and as noarly as possible oqual to 
thoso of 1877. It was aflor tho lattor two years that 
tho Tlong Kong agoncies were withdrawn, so that on the 
wholo it might bo said that commerce was stationary, if 
not ovon retrograde. But it must not be forgotten that 
tho export of rico was only permitted from four pro- 
vinoos—thoso of Ianoi, Nam-Dinh, Iai-dzuong, and 
Ninh-Binh. 'Tho numovous lehin stations on the upper 
tiver also groatly hampered tho circulation of mer- 
phandiso of whatever kind. ‘Tho imports wore in detail 
somewhat as follows : 


English colton goods and yan... 4. 6. B4% 
Opium ss ae te 7 ee BLY 
Olinese medicines one aa a we LLY, 
Chinoso wato.- “pe tobacco ou, eee 
Ton vie Cie wire pets | sate IB Ye 


Othor goods ver eae tte tee tee 20g 


Tho Bnglish picoc goods were principally Tmkey red 
shixtings, groy shirtings, white shirtings, and drill, and 
of course cnmo through Ilong Kong. The opium also 
camo trom tho samo port, and was chiefly Bennies, 
though o certain quantity of Chinese growth made up 
in the form of rectangular bricks came down the river. 
Chinose medicines and tobacco wero received from 
Canton and Swatow, and, like the tea, also came 
through Tong Kong. Of tho miscellancous goods, 
Chincso silks, paper, gunny bags, and copper (from 
Japan) wore the most prominent, In summing up the 
dotails of the import trado, M. do Kergaradeo arrives 
at tho conclusion that from 97 to 98 por cent, of the 
goods came from Tong Kong. Saigon had no moro 
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than } por cont, and about 2 per cont. reprasented - 
tho value of the business dona with tha Annem coaal 
ports Touran and Qui-Nnon. 

The oxports aro detailed thus: 


Rico a Sa ee i Shoe Sede IU 
Raw silk and sille ploae roads. eu wee BD fe 
ie Ga a ke he UH 
Toque oil Fry tL 
Mixcollancous goody uu ms ws ae TNYy 


Tongking rico fotchos & much highor prico in Tfong 
Wong than that of Cochin China, Ib suuks with that 
‘of Siam. Nevertheless it is considerably inferior to our 
British Burma paddy, and tho amount produced por 
nore is very much loss, Whore a British Burne. xloo- 
field will givo ton baskota por acre, tho stne aon in 
Vongking rolurns no moro than fou, or, if moro tliat 
four, then with a vhet quantity of chu and empty 
grains mixed up with it. ‘Tho groin itsulf is, moxeovey, 
yathor too solt and brittle to stund milling for tho 
European markot. On tho other hind, vo, and ocons 
sionally ovon thxoo, crops aro habitnully raisod in the 
your, ‘Tho population of tho sixteen provinces ig aati. 
mated af from fon to twolyo million sould, but so muh 
ground is undor vico that thoro would ulmoat always 
bo a largo amount of grain to oxport.. he Annamese 
Govornmont used to forbid tho oxporl excopt from a 
spesifiad number of provinces, aul acensionally even 
stopped it altogothor daring nino monthy of tho yoar, 
on tho plow that ik was nedonary to koep the homo 
prico very low in ordor that tho people might live, 
. Special pormission had always to bo obtained to export, 
and it waa not elways easy to obtain this pormiasion. 
This it was that lod to tho withdrawal of the Hong Kong 
agencics,. ‘Lhe Troneh will havo no trouble withthe 
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native “government” now, but it is probable thatthe 
vight of export will: not be altogether on free tradd 
principles. Thore is ag yet no bint a steam husking 
mills in the country. 

All. the tin exported from Haiphong came from 
Yiinnan. The amount sent down fluctuated greatly, 
and doponded not upon the produce of the mines, but . 
upon tho activity of the Black Flags... Till these bands 


ore sbttled with there will bo no more tin sent down: 


If reports are to be believed, there is no Jack of tin in 
tho northern provinces of Tongking itself; but the 
mineral districts are all beyond the limits of French 
occupation, and cannot be touched till the month of 
October, and even then the flying columns may not 
be able to grant protection to the mining explorer. 

Of the oxports, lacquer oil, Gu-nao, or false gambior, ° 
star-anis oil, drugs in an unprepared state, and inlaid 
mother-of-pearl lacquer wares are the most important, 
Most of tho falae gambier goes to Hong Kong, and ‘the 
Chinose oxtract ‘a reddish-brown dye from it. The 
supply of this, and indood of everything but the rice, 
sugai, and sill, will bo at a total standstill till the 
noxthorn' hilly provinces are occupied. Two thousand , 
fot hundred tons of falso gambior at £4 a ton wore 
sont to Hong Kong in 1880. Stay-anis, .as-has else- 
whore been noted, ia used in perfumery, andthe tree” 
ig very revo and local, and known to botanists as 
Llkctune anisatun. It sooms to bo found elsewhere in 


aw few districts of Kwang-ai and Yimnan, in Japan and 


in tho Philippine Islands. ‘The oil costs about six 
shillings the pound in Tongking. . 
In tho oxpoxt. trade again Hong Kong occupies ‘the 
foremost placo, xeceiving 79 per cent, of the mer- 
ohandizo, 16 por cent. went to Saigon—nearly all silk— 
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and tho coast porls took thu remaining & pox cont, 
Ts is worth noting that goods enuing from Ydunan 
amounted to 16 por cont of the whole, 

This tado with Yiiman may bo worth osmninig 
a little in dotail, for ib is as amnoh the trade of Yumen 
that tho Monch sook aa tho acquisition of Nongking, 
The principal goods sont up from Lenoi in 1880 were s 
Salt, manufactured on tho 'ongking und Auman 
consis; fno-cut tobaeco, planed down for tho witor- 
pipo in Canton and the Fumxmy province; raw cotton 
from tho drior parts of Tongking ilaclf; cotton yarn and 
pieco goods of Bnglish imanuiaelure; Chinese paper 
and diugs in a made-up alate fram Canton; Swedish 
matches, noedles, motal butlony, poppor from Singa- 
poro, botol-nuls, and a varioty of proparations of fish. 
Europoan manufaoturod goods, monly Nuglish, ropro- 
sontod about a quartor of tho folal value, whi¢h wns 
1,869,000 francs, ray £66,000, 

Tho exports from Yunnan wero tin, a sonsidornblo 
amount of which was for tho uso of Vongking itwell, the 
vest going to Hong Kong; this wus by fay tho moat 
important itom, tho othors boing Yunnanose opin ind 
ton and modicinal planta, besides a quiutity of falso 
gambior, ‘Vill, howover, tho Vrouch oxtablish (how 
solvos in Taoxar, all this trado iy ab an ond, andl it ig a 
quostion whothor it will ovor grow to any great uxtonts 

During tho yon 1880 thore wore 268 Luropena 
voasels which entored or loft tho port, the total ton- 
nago being 11,197. Two hundred and five Chinese 
junks, with a tonnago of 9,616 tons, havo to bo ndded 
to this. Most of thoao junks, avornging from forly to 
fifty tons, onme from Paruor, tho tomy port at tho 
hend of tho Gulf. Yearly, however, tho number had 
been doorensing, and it is quosiionablo whother this 
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trado will be vevived at all. Tho European vessels 
Wore almost all stonmers, averaging about 460 tons. 
Thoro is only about cightoon foot at high-water over 
tho bax of tho Cua Cast. This bar, howeyor, might bo 
dodged away, and thero is abundanco of water for 
son-going steamers iarthor up. 85 per cont. of the 
shipping flow tho British flag; the China Merchants 
Stoamship Company, which has since coased to visit 
tho port, hoisted the dragon banner, and raised Chinose 
colours, ixvespoctive of the junks, to the second place 
with 25:5 por cent. Noxt camo tho Americans (to 
whom the above China steamers now belong) with 
26 por cont., the Germans with 11 per cent., the Dutch 
with 5°S por cont., and last of all the French with only 
6 por cent. It seems, indecd, probable that the French 
flag would not have beon represented at all, had not the 
Messagerics Mai itimes boon subsidized to run a monthly 
steamor from Saigon, Compared with previous years 
tha proportion of British stenamors had greatly fallon 
oft, principally owing to the China Merchants Com- 
pany's vossols, which, however, wore officered almost 
exolusively by Dnglishmon. 

Notwithstanding that tho trado of Tongking centros 
ik Haiphong, this port is roally only a port of tran- 
shipmont, whoro the rivor launches and junks put their 
cargoes on board tho sea-going steamers. ‘The real 
contyos of commorco in tho country are Tlanoi and 
Nam-Dinh, and tho merchants of Haiphong must more 
and moro becomo the agents of the commercial houses 
at theso two emporia, with Ilai-dzidng as a third, when 
it has been xebuill, In the meantime thero is a great 
lack of suitablo river steamers. ‘The bost style of hoat 
for tho Song-goi would be side or stern-wheol, steamers 
enpable of earrying from oighty to a hundred tons of 
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morchandize, and having a maximum draught of threo 
foal, or ab most four, whon loaded, No vortel dvawing 
moro than this could hope to mount hoymul Uenei in 
tho dry sonson, Six fect is Uo wbyolute Thinib of draught 
to Ianoi during six months of tho year, 

Ag yel, with tho excoplion of x munbor of flit-hol 
tomod gunbonis, which have boon sont oul in pieaes 
from Franco to bo filted up in Iaiphong, thor wre no 
suilablo vossola in tho country, ‘ho launchos brought 
from Ifong Kong aro cithor too small to carry w re. 
munorativo amount of aurgo, or draw oo mnnel walor 
when they avo ladon. ‘Iho only method of obinining a 
rorsonablo froight is to inko junks in tow, which is 
oxtromely awkward in tho urwow Sona-Lam-Bao Canal, 
and, moreover, prolonga tho tip vory soriouly. Un 
fortumatoly there scom to bo no Mronoh houses inalinad 
to procure suiteblo boats to ply on tho ziver, and, 
pending tho dofinilivo sotllomont of the countey and 
tho publication of tho terms on whieh foroign tate will 
bo pormiltod, no long Kong onpilntisin are likoly to 
movo in the matler, 

M, do Korgaradec, basing his conalusfons on Coohin 
China, where tho people havo tho samo hiubila, the sruito 
nooda, and tho samo tastes as in Longking, ugnos that, 
with tho disappenmanees of tho restriotions whigh linye 
hithorto boon laid on trade by the Aunamoge Crovorne 
ment, tho imports of tho cowry ought to iso to 
160,000,000 franca, his is five times tha valu of 
the import trado in Saigon, and Wonghking has fivo 
timos tho population of Cochin China, This is a somo. 
what looso mothod of calculation, but lot ib pass. Tho 
question is wholhor tho county can supply an equal 
value of oxporta. At prosont, supposing ‘Yongking woro 
at pone, which i is vory far from boing, it cortainly 
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would not, But with tho introduction of capital, and the 
improvomont, not of the cultivation, but of the produce 
oultivatad, shore scoms not tho slightest reason why this 
figure should not onsily bo roachod. 

Gico is oultivated to a most oxtraordinary oxtent, but 
with groater cavo in the cultivation and the introduction 
porhaps of & moro fortile grain, tho harvests might bo 
gvonlly increased, Tho sericuliure of Tongking is still 
in its infancy, and is likely to develop enormously 
under skilled management, and this the French ought 
easily to supply. At prosent the cocoons are badly 
voolod fi, nnd tho threads aro of unoqual size, which 
rondors the production of fino webs an impossibility. 
Alyondy workmon have been introduced from Canton, 
and probably dome of the Lyons silk firms will send out 
oxporienced agonts, Tho silk trade is almost entirely 
with Saigon, and will doubtless continue to flow in the 
same direction. In 1880 tho industry represented o 
value of ono and a half million franos, and ib is destined 
to incvonso to any’required extont. The prosont contres 
of tho industry aro Naw-Duwt and Nowm-Bryu, and 
almosb overy village in the provinces has its patch of 
mulborry troos, not tho mulborry of Europe, but a kind 
ofannual cdllod tho Aforus Indica, The same improye- 
mont may bo oxpected in sugar. There is already a 
fairy amount grown, but tho cano is a sapless one, and 
produces but vory little sugar. Tho missionaries have 
found that a Javan vavioty called violette, which is very 
succulent, grows well. All that is wanted is money to 
introduce it, Skill and money again alono are wanted 
to produco oxcollent tobacco, Coffee and toa might 
easily be grown on the hills of tho noithern provinces. 
Tho missionaries grow their own coffeo on the Ka-s6 
hills. 


Ye 
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Indepondontly of alt Uhis thors ty the question af the 
minos, which may or may nob hun ont all that is hoped, 
In this rospoct Vonyking ia represented as a veritable 
minoral land of Cockaigne, Jtinally there is the shinies 
of n coriain amount of trade with Sanu, Gab for all 
this, capilal is wouted, and Mronel capitilinle da at 
aoem inclined to como forward, hoy will nob lonve 
their native country lo settle ovon in so hoalthy w colony 
ag Tongling undoubtedly is, in comparison with Cochin 
China. Vor tho progont, ab any velo, i neums thad 
foreignors will bo kopl oub ad intwh aa possible, At 
least ono Tinglishman las ondenvoured to subtle in tho 
country and slart a sugar plaitation ho native 
officials wore porfootly willing lo woll him Jend, wid a 
prico was ovon agreed upon, but the k'voneh civil oNicors 
would nob hoa of i, Pormission munsb oe gob from 
Franco, thoy said; conditions of cultivation must be 
agreed upon; naturalization was hinted ab ho in- 
oviteblo rosulé was tho withdyewal of tho intended 
plantor, Procesdings of this Iind will not help ‘long« 
King to reach tho figuvo which M. do Korgustules hopes 
for it—tho three hundred mullion fae por anim, 
which would yplaco Uaiphong next la Sheanghal in 
rospoct of trado. ' 

Tho valuo of tho Sonc-vor'as aw walovayny id now 
acknowledged to have bow groully ovox.ostimatod. 
Provious to tho war there were about a hundred and 
twonty junks omployed in the UanorTiaowar trade. 
They wero long narrow boats, wurying wt the mont 
twonty tons, and drawing, loaded, little over two feet of 
water, ‘lwo voyngos a yuur was tho somewhat modost 
amount of Lado they countul on doing, At Lavxar thoy 
oithor disposod of their goois by bartor, or liad thom 
txonshipped into smallor boats to go on into Yiuan, 
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Evon junks of this class could not pass Laokai, and had 
difkeulty cnough in getting there. It seems Quixotic of 
the French to balieve that they can do moro with the 
stenm launches. Several of tho rapids could only be 
passed by discharging the junks and carrying the cargo 
bodily to tho upper ond. Tho junks themselves could 
only mount the riyo. during eight months of the year. 
Tn February, March, and April there is too little water 
for them. From the end of June to August or September 
thoy cannot stem the floods. The journey from Hanoi 
‘to Laokai occupied thirty to forty days, and ten to 
twelve move from Laokai to Manmao. Where junks find 
so much‘ trouble it appears hopeless to expect much of 
sinall steamers, which would necessarily have powerful 
ongines, and therefore comparatively little stowage 
space, Tho cargo would be merely nominal, and the 
danger in descending the rapid stream excessive. As a 
wator-way, therefore, tho Sona-cor is a delusion. 

With a railway the country up to Yunnan itself might 
be oponed, and that at no yory inordinate expense. 
Pat of tho route of such a line, from Taiphong to 
ITai-dziiong, has alvoady boou swvoyod, and no great 
difficulties in tho way of liidgos and so on hayo been 
royorted, Bub the line would always be open to danger 
from floods, and the bridging of the Tuar-Bixm is no 
small mattor. It would bo much botter if tho lino were 
to atart from Quang-Yon, a town which vould then 
roplace IIniphong as tho port of the country. From 
Quang-Yon the line would bo clear of the numerous 
creeks of the delta, and would proceod along the base of 
tho lowor hills to the mouth of the Sona-cau river, pass 
noat Bacninh, through Tuar-Navyon and possibly Tuyny- 
Kwan, to Sonvay or Ilune-Iloa, wheneo it might follow 
tho river valloy north of Laokai and south to Ianoi, 
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keeping of courso to tho loft bank. 'Thowa Tronolimon 
who havo been brouglit lo xrocngniza the comparative 
usologsnoss of the Sone-cor routo avo all in favour of 
this lino of railyay. Unforlimately the Covornmont is 
litilo likely to undortako the oxpenso of auch wv vonture 
for tho prosont, and if doos nob aovm likely that undo 
Fronch protection any ono clao will be allowed to do go, 





CHAPTER XIV. 


QUANG-YEN AND THE COAST. 


T is still an unresolved problem which is to be the 
L eventual port of Tongking, Is it to be Teiphong, or 
is it to be Quang-Yen ? Quang-Yon lies about ten miles 
north-east of Haiphong on the Lac-wuvun, At Quang- 
Yon there is ground to build on; it has to be brought 
with much toil to Haiphong on coolies’ backs. At 
Haiphong there is no drinking water; at Quang-Yon it 
is abundant and good. Thero is one foot more of water 
over the Quang-Yen bar than there is at the ontianco of 
the ‘Ova Cam. On the othor hand, Ilaiphong is more 
conveniently situated with regard to I[ai-dzuong, Hanoi, 
and Nam-Dinh, and thore are alroady a considerable 
nuber of public buildings, while at Quang-Yen there is 
nothing, Still the rnilway, which seems to be the only 
means of tapping Yunnan, would find a better terminus 
at Quang-Yon than on any other part of the coast, and 
a town built there could not fail to be healthier. Prob- 
ably matters will be allowed to dvift, and events will 
iuhve to decide which shall be the more important place 
of the tivo. . 
16 


226 ©. QUANG-YEN AND INE COASTS 


The proaont fort.and village aro aibuited an and along 
tho-sides of a mumhor of little volling hilld, whore tore 
is-spaco for a town of at lonab 10,000 inliwhitants y but 
farthor wost, on tho Gua Nawiuse, there fa reon for 
unlimitod oxtonsion. On tho apposite bank here there 
aro somo picturesque noadlel pouka, wnt to the nevtl 
yiso tho hig bayo hills of the plutean county. Uh fort 
is an insignificant square Irick oxealion on the hill 
glopo, with a curious tongue ruming out to the north. 
wost to ineludo a hoight whieh waa left out in the 
original plan. Tt is furnished with a largo mmanber of 
cannon, somo of thom of Siamese make; bub the plas 
was tokon by tho Fronoh with no grouter oxertion than 
» that of sonding w gerrison to hold it Tho srsonal was 

found to contain a numbor of Hronch broach. Joniera, 
tronty guns.” ‘ho ground at tho foob of tho hills ie 
very low and marshy, and thoro is a strong Hon-anioll 
about the whole place; but asa sito for o town, Quunge 
Yen is infinitely proforablo in ovory way to Hniphong, . 
To tho north thoro is n curions little’ horse-sheo fort, 
and on tho plain below this a square enclosure: for a 
manduins’ burying-ground, tho only approneh toa 
native comotory in Tongking, Cho plugs ia airranmded 
by a quadvanglo of fiv-treos, wnd is very nontly Wes but 
it cannot ho of any grout ago. 

From Quing-Yon it is no gront distance to Mnlong 
Bay, tho unchorngo for tho big transports and. ships of 
war; and to Tong-gai, whore tho conl-mines uve; indued 
ono can almost xeo thom from tho fort Hondsaar,. a 
small island a6 tho north of the bay, is athnirably situ. 
atod #0 thet it can furnish cows ub onco bo tho shipping, 
and to « possiblo railway terminus at Quang-Yon, 
‘Ehevo aro. minos on both the island and the mainland, . 

_ tnd tho coal is of oxcellont quality, but it is worked .ag 
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yot only in the imost fitful way. There is no lessee-of . 
the seam, and operations only go on when the French 


'S. Jand ab the place and specially engage men to excavate 


the coal, which ns yet is done open-enst. The basin 
appears to be very large, and the seam lies over o ctr. | 
boniferous limestone formation, which ought to make 
the workings quite safe. Hona-éar has long beon known 
ase good corling station, I6 was.the “New Macao” 
of the old Dutch traders. ; 

South of this lies the huge expanse of Hatona Bay 
with ita myriads’ of faix islets, The typhoons: and gales 
which sweep across the gulf from Hainan burst with all 
their force against the Quang-Yen coast, and in the 
course of centuries have sapped and gnawed: and 
ernmbled away everything that is not solid voek, so that’ 
tho actual sea-board, as far as Cape Pax-Liuna, is fronted 
by.a hugo labyrinth of islands and bare rocks, utterly - 
inadequately atyled the Thowsind Isles, Hanona Bay is 
unique in its beauty. One winds about in an apparently 
endless mazo of rocks, some mere bald clifis, some 


“pierced through and through so as to form natural © 


arches, some eaten away at the base by the lapping 


waves 80 that they look like gigantic mushrooms; some 
covered with a garb of ténacious shrubs and. trees ; all 
of them peopled with huge flights of divers, and gannets, . 
and corniorants, and ospreys, and sea-eagles. Never had 


smugglers or pirates grandér or move congenial sur- 


ryoundings; ‘and till the Fyench. began their. Tongking 
campaign the wholo population of the island hamlets 


and thé mainland towns were smugglers or pirates by 


tins, ond-eked'‘out the time in between by fishing, 
The Chinamen wore and ave the master-spirits. , The. . 
fow Annamese who did anything beyond staiving‘on . 


~Avhat they could manage to pick up.were in the Celestial 
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pay. Whon an oconsional gunbont did follow tho Harpies 
into tho labyrinth, it was tho onsiost ting in the workd 
to xun tho junk into shallow welord where even the 
ships’ bonta could nob flont, or to vanish behind the 
mullitudinous islols. 

Thovo is an intovloy pnsango enpable af adinitting 
small gunborts bolwoon tho islands and tho mainland, 
put ib is too little known 40 bo vonbuved on without tv 
native pilol, and thoso ave hard to gob. ho Mronoh 
hayo nv diffteult insk before thom on tho Quang-Yon const 
hoo, not moroly to pub down the pirates, bué to oheel 
tho constant smuggling whivh goon on, Tt will bo no 
onsy mattor, for nofaridus ooonpations of tho kind lave 
been tho regular and univorznl modo of livelihood of tho 
population for yous, hove are, porhaps, Uireo pasaably 
honeal islands in tho wholo archipolago-—thoxo of Gacuuts, 
Ous-nam, and Ba-moon—and thoy avo only so besa 
thoy {aco tho sen, and do not oosupy Atloh w good position 
for defence or oscapo as tho moyo shorawardl lying 
places. Cag-na, the principal island of Uanoxa Bay, is, 
indood, almost a place of good ropule, ‘Phere ave huge 
fishorios hove, Often ad mnny ay oight hundred junks, 
mostly Chinogo, como and fish all through a suaKon, aud 
noyor think of doing any harm to one another er to 
passing slrangors, possibly for tho ronson thet the 
outing of fish ia profitable, and the fishing villugos ave 
vbnost opon, and cortainly offer no good moans of 
defonco in tho ovont of tho wrival of an avouging 
oxpedition. 

Lv is nob to bo suppored Uiab tho ironoh avo tho only 
pooplo who have ondeavoured Wy put down tho pirntos of 
those wators, Ching, which was till roeont evonta much 
moro intoreslod in tho safely of the const, has sont many 
an expedition, and in hor thorough way yory complotely 
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stopped the game wherever she descended. Tho outer- 
most group, tho Gao-Tao, islands of ill-fame, have felt 
the weight of the Celestial hand several times, ‘Lhe 
Chineso war-vessels swooped down upou them, burnt 
tho houses, destroyed tho cultivation, and carried off all 
the population they did not kill, Stones aro pointed 
out, graven, like that at Nam-Wan, in Gunt-Cuao, on the 
othor side of the gulf, with the Imperial edict forbidding 
the ve-settlement of the islands under pain of instant 
death, without merey or inquiry. But there are abun- 
dance of httle children playing round these pillars at the 
prosent moment, The whole surroundings invite to 
lawlessness, and the disturbed state of Tongking since 
the beginning of the century has helped to make matters 
worso, Almost every year, after the gathering in of the 
xico harvest, there used to be rebellions, nomunally to 
restore the Li dynasty, really to harry the lowland 
provinces. Annam could do nothing herself. She hired 
bands of adventurers and outlaws from China, and these 
ruffians, whon they were paid off, domandod settlements 
in the country, and, if these wore not granted, simply 
dispossosaed tho iegular owners, Thus Quang-Yen, 
which was at one time a fairly well-cultivated province, 
is wow a simple haunt of desperadocs. ‘There is not a 
vespoctable town in the whole district, and tho fow 
villages of Annamese outside of the walled towns only 
exist on the condition of playing jackal to the marauders. 

Some of those pirates have xegularly established 
villagos, carcfully hidden away on the more secluded 
of the largo islands. A path, fenced with prickly 
onctus and with gates every fow paces, winds up from 
tho shore, Look-out towers command tho sea all .ound, 
hove aro ogcasionally patches of riceland and fields full 
of vegetables. ‘Tho houses are neat and solid, and the 
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chief of tho band ia rottlod Ko Invurioualy that in such a 
wild noighbourhond the most imovont people could live 
no doubta ns to lis vooupation, Gut when they mre out 
on business they noithor lar nor yoten from there 
sottlomenta, All over tho arshipelage there are auios 
somicivoular islands, From the ontakly they Jnole mere 
baro prooipioos, vising from a Iamired to twa Ionleod 
foct out of tho water. Inside thor wre sheobt of water, 
hike a coral roof atoll, ox rather tho ernter of a volenna, 
though tho rocks aro nob voleanio. ‘They rise tp, elmoab 
as stoop rs on tho outsido, in a lmgo funnel. At ono 
spol only is there an ontranco, vithey Urough a gad in 
tho oliffs or a cave or yaull, higher or lower, aevording 
to tho tide, or somotimes by a hind of aluft abight 
Ahyough tho xoeky ahell, and ceverod up ab high-water. 
Into somo of thoso, sampuus mit oven largo jimi gan 
pass at high-wator, and there thay remain in tho most 
perfect sholter, and complotoly hidden from view, — Jiah 
and shell-lish abound, and there ik plonty of wood for 
fuol, so that thoy can stry bhote for days. Sinall flshing 
ovalt, or look-out mon slational on tho hoighta, give 
thom notico of junts lying bewhued, ox oblin voasols 
which thoy enn pomeo down upon from heliind a shel 
tovod point, Thon they relumn again, battle porible 
pursuit by apparonily vanishing off the fee of the aaa, 
divido thaly booty, and Jio hidden till danger fH pus 
Such opporlunition offer a promi ta huceaoring, 
Thoro is probably not a Chinannn on tho coast who hag 
not tied his luck in auel. an expedition, povlinps (wo ov 
throo times. Ordinary fishing and trading junks, como 
down from Paxnor perhaps, or on their way bask from 
Tongking, furbisl: up thoir small ans, and got their 
cannon in trim, Thoy seize upon an Annameso fehing 
boat, mako tho ownorg pilot thom about, nnd use the bot 
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to board any prize thoy may come across. If tho pas- 
songor junk, which is the favourite object of attack, sails 
away from them, they fire their cannon. When there 
has been a fight overybody on boaid is killed except the 
women gnd children, who aro carriod off to be sold into 
slavery. This usually prevents anything like organized 
vosistance, and in such cases xt is the invariable rule to 
land tho despoiled victims at somo village or market- 
place on the coast to shift for themselves. The fishing 
Junks from Cac-pa are let alone. They travel in large 
parties, with a conyoy of one or two war-junks, who haye 
nothing in the way of fishing-nets 0. cargo to encumber 
thom, and would probably prove too heavy metal for 
amatour corsairs, The coast fisher-people are too useful 
to bo harmed, They givo nows 1m 1etwn for mmunity, 
supply sparo rigging and provisions, and are generally 
the humblo friends of the privateer boats, They are 
also exempted from the capture of theix women, the 
kidnapping of whom is not the least luciative of the 
purauits of this const. Tho poor creatures ave carried 
off to China, drossod up as Chinawomen, and sold as 
concubines in Canton and tho coast ports, ox servo to fill 
tho bagnios of Ilong Kong and Shanghai. ‘The organized 
chatnctor of this alavo-lrado in our own Crown colony is 
0 disgrace to our administration. 

To put down this piacy will be no easy matter. One 
junk is just like another, and the craft which is a peace- 
able merchantman exposed to attack one month may 
be a rogular sea-shark the next. The islanders avo far 
too shrewd to keep the same boat any length of time. 
Choy are porpetually changing them, and shifting 
quarters from one ond of tho oighty-mile-long archi- 
polago to the other. The French will therefore have no 
means of idontifying a noted robber-captain. Moreover, 
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tho momont a cruiser fs sighted the junke wake full sail 
for the mainland. If they aumat balla pursuit among 
tho islands, o1 vanish into ono of thor reborn, they sun 
thoir junks aground, fling tho cannon overboud to be 
fishod up somo olor day, md jump into the sliullow 
water with thoi arma and wheal vlao they ean carry off, 
to wade on shove and disnppow among tho hilla, whore 
tho sailors landed havo nol tho faintest dango of coming 
up with them, ‘Lho Ammmoso fishorman al woorls 
cultors aland in fur too great myo of thoiy neighbours, 
and have, porhaps, oo mush sympathy with them to 
givo tho slightest aid or information. Quang-Yen will 
proyo as troublesome to Uo Vronch as tho Black Log 
country on tho upper Sona-vor, and will bu wx long ia 
boing tranquillizod, % 

Tho frontioy question hero, toa, will bo an onddlogr 
sourco of trouble, If tho south connt of tho provinoo is 
infestod by pirates, tho north will bo scarcely losy trouble» 
somo with its nost of smugylors, Lrom Capo Paina 
round tho Uninan Straits the vont is dooply indunted, 
but it ig no longer protected by tho curtain of reels and 
islands which covor tho southern suubonrd., ‘Mia mosh 
important islands at the top of Lho gulf aro the low flute 
which lio in the hugo ostuarios of tho xivera suming frat 
tho Chineso profectural towns of Taex-Cirao and Yan 
Onao, ‘Tho const hore is tame, Capo Rar-Tvone da tlio 
nominal limit on tho north of tho Tongking const. hia 
Jscortainly piotwrosquo enough, but that seoma to bo the 
only advantage it offs ad tw frontioy mark. Tb is wv 
narrow and sharply-pointed tongue of land, xaming far 
out to son, and abruptly browking tho coastline, Blaalk, 
sevago, and abrnpt, Pax-Luna has long given up to the 
raging waves all it over will givo. , Ita granite sidos 
stretch deop down into the sen, and aro worn smooth 
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with innumerablo tompests. hore is not » patch af 
grveon on its flanks, only a cap of clouds on the summit, 
countless flocks of sen-birds, and a score of fishermon’s 
4ockle-shalls tossing on the waves below. 

Tho view to the west at low tide is singular in its 
abruptness of contrast with this savago grandeur. As 
fax as the oye can sco oxtonds a huge sand-flat, with a 
fow shallow channols breaking through the monotony of 
the oxpansc, ‘The scene there is impressive in its soli- 
tude; nof a sound is to be heard, not a living thing to 
De seen; the wayes themselves scem to be dead, and 
run noisolossly up the yollow sands. But gradually the 
tide mounts, the wator seems to ooze up through the 
sand, and at lest the huge bay of Oann-Xuan is a vast 
shoot of water. Junks which have beon anchored up at 
the mouth of tho Var-Ilan-Lone river put to sea, and 
fishormon with their nets come out in thousands all over 
tho shallow bay—somo from the river, some from behind 
‘tho island of Van-Mz, whore they live in their boats all 
thoix lives. 

Bohind this island the Chinose province of Kwane- 
‘Luna runs down to the sea and shuts off all iho Anna- 
mage country round Oanu-Xuan Bay from the reat of the 
provinco of Quava-Yan, which hero ends at the Pax-Lan 
uivor. Tho Pax-Lam marks tho boundary line on its 
wourso from tho north, where the “ Ten Thousand Moun- 
jaina” form a range, carrying the frontier on to the 
Lang-son province. It is evident that this intervention 
of a strip of Chinese coastline between two portions of 
Annamese toxritory is likoly to cause endless quarrels 
and yexations, hore is a Chinoso town immediately 
opposite Mona-xai, This is tho joy of the illicit trader's 
hoart. If ho is cheating the Chinese customs he runs 
into Mona-rat, If ho is doing honest trade ho sails his 
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junk into ‘Tona-Ti-Kar, The ono is in Tonghiys, the 
othor in China, but both axe, to all dnboda and purposes, 
Chinoso towns, ‘ho goomephied eomplioution ia von. 
dood worse hy tho fow almoxb minhabited islaula whieh 
Jio off tho milo ox to of Chinoxe dont, and eonneab tho 
main body of Quand Yon with the Pax-Lima section, 

Mone-xai is tho recognized port of the Chinexa rebols 
who havo ostublished thomaclyes ty Congking, ant 
have given up simple robbery for labore roguory, 
Té is siluatod on tho ishuid of Van-Ninn, himnudiotely 
opposite tho mouth of the Par-Taasr rivers One goes 
up betwoon the mainland and this ishuul inte wn ap. 
pavenl barron wasto, where uot a lime being ia to bo 
soon. Suddenly, withoul tho leu) warning, Uw whole 
town of Moxa-xat opons out. ‘Tho tirat ylango altows that, 
though il may bo on Tongking soil, it is no Amamono 
town. Annamoso villagos aro wrelchod thatched lita, 
Mona-xat is built of solid brick, with tho hoavy Culontind 
tiled voof, It has a comfortable aut substentind wir 
whioh ia quilo striking, ‘hove in hardly a hot tliag 
has not ab ibs gablo onde a dragon-houded yublor aport, 
its vorandih deokod with Hower-pols, its doorway topped 
wilh o frenco portraying w leo wilh mmol saying from, 
an anciont philosopher insoribot on a soroll int ibe 
brauchos. Tho doors ure keanved with solid pluuka and 
hugo bunboos which Jul ab hourobyentors, Outside 
is tho litulo alter let into the wall, whore tepora and 
inconso sticks aro burnt daily to joas, to bring tho 
blossings of hoavon on tho worthy owner, Lvorybody 
in China is pious down to the pirato, Indo he noods 
what Abbé Ilva called danalités aur ta morale wud joase 
papoy burning movo than anybody ola, for ho Hyoa 
constantly in tho midat of dangors from brothor rogues 
and ovor-serupulous officinis, 
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The streots ave quict and orderly as becomes the 
haunta of moneyed men. ‘Tho inhabitants move about 
busily with english silk umbrellas from Hong Kong, and 
drossod aa well ns any substantial trader of Queen's 
Rond in Victoria, in long coats of blue, or French grey, 
ox white according to the season, and with trim brocaded 
shoos and natty white stockings. Nota Tongkinese to 
bo soon, except a coolie or two and the Chinamen’s 
wives. No officials of any kind except the Kona-snz, the 
Chinese merchant guild. The business houses have a 
numbor of coolies who form the municipal police and 
walk tho street at night beating their bamboo staves 
together to show that they aro not sleeping on watch, 
calling out the hour, announcing that there are no 
thioves about, and that thero is no house on fire. Evary 
hundred yarila or so one comes across extensive go- 

, downs, whero aro stored up goods stolen and carvied off 
from all parla of the gulf—balls of opium, bales of silk 
and cotton, rico, salt, peanut oil, toa, cinnamon—all 
the produce of tho noighbouring countrios. These are 
soparatod and heapod up togethor, for Mone-xat doos no 
paltry counter business. Nothing but full cargoes can 
bo got from the businoss-like allies of the pirato and the 
smugglor. IIere and thero also avo training houses for 
tho kidnappod womon, mostly Annamese, where they ara 
ofucated up 40 Chincso ways, taught accomplishments, 
and spruconod up for the market. 

On tho other sido of the creek, in Kwana-Touxe 
tovritory, at Tona-Ilm-Kal, there is not a trace of either 
businoss or riches. ho placo is a borough of the pre- 
footural town of Yau-Cuao, and the petty mandarin there 
is a man of easy conscionce and largo views on the 
subject of morality. Ilo does not forget thal ho is the 
Emperor's sorvant and responsible to the provincial 
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authorities, but ho-ir equuly wive to the fist that the 
Mona-xat tradora avo worlthy and powerful people, and 
note nocoriingly. Wo offon oronaes the erealt to avo ik 
friends on tho Annamoto sidy, and fa always muxt 
cordially reooived ; for no honow: is too grent to be paid 
to tho man who lots loaded junks puss up the Pagelast 
iver, and looks on ploassntly at righ cavwvans that tik 
the Ya-Cao youd, Yona fineat has always hal @ 
garvison of a fow hundrod soldiexs, who have made the 


placo turbulent and filthy boyond dexeription, From 


thoi ranks hag aprang many a pirate ta help to i the 
Mona-xal atoro-shods, and over the Parla yiasod. 
many a Canton militiamen into Vongking in Lede and 
188, : 

hove is an Annamoge mandarin ih tho island of Vane 


Nuwt, bué ho nover yontures to trouble the Moxaeaal 


Chinamon, and would not long be thore if lw dide He 
lives at a wrotchod Pru, a milo or so onab of Monaenal, 
and named after tho island. Ibis a inlet of n sear 


or more of rickety mud. hovols, whore tho lent vein 


turns the paths into a noisomo honp of mud a foot deep. 


Naked urching, with ulcora all ovor their bodios, wallow 


in tho filth with the pigs; their yuronla aro mero 


bundlog of rags, and tho only approwwh to tradte int the 


placo aro tho little bamboo shade iu teont of dio hanses, 
whonco & handful of sapeyuce would buy up the entire 
atock-in-trade, Were it not for the abindange of Hah 
_ In tho bay thoy would all starve to duath, Lho Aminmose 
"| official lives in w soiedisent forb, and ix ahuont ad dirty 
and ragged ag his follow-oomtrymon, Ho alao co 


onsionally visita Mowaexal, und dogs lila bust to make: 


himself agrooablo to tho Chinamen by xoynisitioning the 


Annamese fishormen whon they are in want of goolles, 
Vor this ho gots an occasional dinner, and stomacha, for 
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the sake of tho bellyful which he cannot gét at home, 
tho scoffs and flouts of his mocking hosts, 
. To secure the penco of Quang-Yon, France will have 
to destroy Mone-xat, and not only Mona-xat, but a score - 
of other Chinese towns planted in Tonglinese torritory. 
‘Boforo sho has effected this and for long years after, she 
will havo had many o sanguinary fight with the dis- 
possessed pirates and their allies and brothers, the: 
, outlaws and bandits from the West River. Embroilment 
with China will scarcoly be avoided, and France will have 
deep cause for regret that sho did not leave a neutral 
band between her new protéyés and South China. 
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TIE conduot of tho native ausilinyy troops in Tongking 
was % mattor of vory groth interest throughout 
tho campaign. Thoy were of two clusxon. 'Mhera ware - 
tho xoguinxly drilled mon from Coohin Chinn, who hit 
gono throtigh a ayatomati« course of military iisteuation, 
and wero commanded by french commissinmed and none 
commissionod officers, whom Uy kuaw, and moat of 
whom could spoak a covtain amowit of tho vernal 
Theso troops wore for the greater. par’ showon expecially 
_ for thoir offictoney and Joyuliy to the Mrongh thu, Hegitles 
thoso thoro wore the Tongkinexo lovies, ruined autionaly 
ab frat, during the autumn of Tass, only from inorig 
tho native Chiistinna, but, aflor tha eapiure of Sinray, 
dawn from tho genoral musa of tho poople, withons 
rogard cithor to district or religions beliefs, As8 compared 
with tho Sataax troapa, thoy uturally luboured under 
gvont dixadvantnyon, ‘hore waa lttls tima to drill 
thom, and tho numbor of sorgennts, whether yench ot 
Cochin Chincse, who could bo aparod.na instruotora, waa” 
necessarily very amall. As soon ad the men hed learned 
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& the elements of field exercisa, and new how to manage 


their guns, they were hurried off into active service, . 
whore, except when there waa actual fighting, they were 


‘mostly employed on fatigue duty, and wore, in fact, 


little better than a superior clags of coolies. Many of 
thom had no doubt seen Europeans for the first-time 
within the year, and naturally stood in. great awa of 
them. -In addition to this there is sufficient: difference 


» between the Annamese of Tongking and of Cochin China 


to make if very difficult for the few officers who had even 


‘a moderate knowledge of the language to comprehend 
, ou.to make themselves comprehended.’ This however, 


though « great trouble to the French, only made the 


. question more interesting to the outside observer. Ono 
' siw the whole process of the conversion of peasants into 


soldiors, for the Saigon men certainly were soldiers, not 
meve men with guns. . 

Hitherto the natives of Indo-China have been looked 
upon as singularly bad mataxial for soldiers. If is not 


“that they want’ courage. They froquently display a 
axing and fortitude which is much moxe rarely found 
‘among Westerns. But they, no less than the Chinese, 
“have perhaps been too much assumed to be incapable of 


discipliné, The Chinese army is little better than a 
yabble, andis hardly less a subject for jesi now than it 
was in. tho old days, when the warriors carried shields 
with hideous goblins painted on them, and beat gongs 


’ pnd_ yelled in order to scare the enemy, just as the old 
‘Annamese soldicry put-on horrible masks, flery beards, 


fantastic head-dresses, and theatrical uniforms. Chinese 


* Gordon's force had a very considerable amount of 


militaty value, but discipline was only maintained in 
ib by tho most drastic measures, and the infliction of 


; punishments .so stern that they could only be possible 
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in the faco of tho onomy. Coneorning Lr Tena Ciaxu's 
body-guard, wo can only sty that i world ba very 
disappointing if if did nob tun out immensumbly 
superior 1o the xost of the Nupovial amy. Boyond thia 
it ig imporsiblo to aay anything, for ib has never been 
omployod on service that aunt ronsonably he oalled serious 
warfave. ‘Tho offigioney of tho Mronsh TIndo-Chinese 
troops is thorofora a mutter whish may well attract the 
pltontion of China's great stalemuon, 

Lb is not Joss a matlor of importance fo ua, After the 
socond Burmoso war wo malo an atlompt lo reine wy 
Burmoso rogimont, bul the experiment boned oul amosb 
Inmontable failure, Tho mou would not lemma dheiy drill, 
Thoy wore, howover, yurtieulerly apl ta picking up 
migchiovous habits, and soon Deanne w tervar to the 
country-sido,.s0 that evory ono was relioved when, utter 
fow months’ oxislones, the Vogu Light lifantey wis dis. 
banded, Since then Burmaus have only beon omployod 
by the Govornmont to make very inoficiont policomon. 
Tt is tho samo thing in Mdopondont Buon Wing 
Thoobaw, no less than his fathor, koaps up w stall of 
officers, mostly Ironchmon, to drill lia keldiers inte 
officionoy, bul, novortheless, tho Mandalay nrmy ia only 
oflootivoe for show purposes, Ak a apdolaela thera lad 
nover boon anything producod on tho Mrropomn alage 
which oan surpars & royal roviow In King ‘Mheobawa 
onpilal, Tho Siamoso army is oqually a fivea, Tho 
great majority of ono rogimont goes about with shackles 
yound thoir anklos, to provent desortion, and direipline is 
non-oxistonl. In tho roast of Tido-Chinu there aro no 
armios, 

This dovolopmont of an Annumese army is thoreforo 
likoly to bo a standing monase to all tho amrounding 
stated, and cannot altogothor bo a matlor of indifferonas. 
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to us. Without being alarmist one cannot help re- 
marking that every Frenchman who writes about Cochin 
China draws attention to the ease with which troublea 
may be creatod for Hugland on the Siamese and Burmese 
frontiers, should a difference ever arise between us. 
Tardy less important, from the point of view of our 
merchants, are the designs against Siam, the Sran 
States, and in fact the whole of Indo-China, which 
France entertains, and indeed takes no trouble whatever 
to conceal, These countries she could easily conquer 
with hor native army, backed by at most a company or 
so of home troops and a couple of batteries of artillery. 
Tt would decidedly bo for the good, not only of the 
Snan States, bub of Siam even, to be thus brought 
within the influences of civilization; but it is by no 
means so certain that it would be to the advantage of 
our manufacturing industries. In the present tempor of 
France she seems little likely to throw open her new 
colonies ox protectorates to the commerce of the world. 
Tleavy duties aro talked of, and it is possible that a 
Trench protectorate over Siam would mean a hampor on 
our prosont existing trade rather than the devolopment 
of one of those now markets which our manufacturors 
ave looking for so engorly. It is cortain that up to the 
presont the French setilemont at Ilniphong has not 
tendod to the expansion of our commerce, 

We havo no wish to take over tho government or the 
protection of Siam, nor have we any hankering after 
oxtension of territory in the Sman States, It would be 

«much moro satisfactory if these places had a good 
govornment of their own, and would admit our indus- 
injial productions on equitable terms. As long as France 
had to send troops from Murope to carry out her colo- 
nizing schemes, there was e guarantoe that aggression 
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would proceed al a apeod no mnore rapid tint Ta been 
4ho caso within tho last lwo decades. Naw, however, 
4het sho has a native army, elreuly large und eapalils 
of enlargomont nb will, ib is fall time that Sinn more 
osposially should kot about putting her house tn a leva 
domptingly dafonovloas silimion, 

Tho vapid growth of Unix corps of TasiTar, or Amin» 
moso light infanlry, ix iulerosting. Ment tho vory fivab 
your of the conquost of Cashin China, Mrunea lit kept 
in viow this schomo of a nitive urmy. A vompany of 
Amamoso Christians, vaised ab 'Tounann, Keme thirty 
milos south of Tours, fought with Imavery ab tho tubing 
of Saigon, ‘Lhoir veligion hound these mon to the 
Froneh, for King Tu-Dite wes nm growl perkeattor, he 
idon, however, thus hogan waa imnodiutely expanded. 
Admiral Crary mado an altempé to ria tt vogimont 
from amongst tho Dox-Diux. Tho Dox-Diex were very 
much liko tho emphyteuts of the old Ronun froutior 
provinces, Thoy wore poor xolllers who, in xelinn for 
the usufirot of corlnin lands, had to rendor military 
service in timo of war, Undor tho oll Aimmunesa wile 
they numbered ax many as (0,000, ‘There wero twenty. 
four vegimouta in tho six Ci-Disar provinwe, though 
the onvolmont af tho fovea only cdivtud from (ai. The 
admiral's offorts did nob moet with very grunt staeess, 
nobwithalanding that he mado them drink the ‘water of 
tho oabh” in tho voguhu national fashion, After an 
oxistonco of five montha tho corps waa disbanded. A 
largo numbor emigratod to Amun, and iio rest entered 
tho ranks of the nowly dovinert body of Maras. 

It is fom this corps of Maras, polieomon, ov vathor 
genaParmea, in so fur ad tho Mronch eivilinn guardians 
diffor from tho Unglish, Uint the xegimont of native 
light infontry hag grown. In their onrolmont recourse 
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wes had to tho old mandarm forms. Tach villago was 
roguired to furnish to tho governor of the dishict a 
spocified numbor of men chosen from tho village roster. 
The local headmen, with whom the selection lay, made 
the family of the congoript pay » certain amount to- 
wards his support ns a Maza, and thoy in retun were 
relioved from @ corresponding amount of taxes, Volun- 
teors wore also allowed, and the headman usually 
ontored into a contract with these, furnishing them with 
asum of money to be repaid when practicable. The 
Maras of every circle thus raised wore assembled in 
tho local vapitals for instruction in their duties. They 
woro then drafted, according to capacity, into one of the 
two branchos of tho force. Tho first company usually 
numbored fifty men, and was employed on active duties, 
keeping guad at military posts, and generally moving 
to whatovor place was necessary, for the suppression of 
local disturbancos or the maintenance of oder. They 
wore thus oxtremely valuable in saving the French 
soldiers from petty liltle oxpeditions, which were ardu- 
ous and oxhausting enough, to Buropeans, in a tropical 
climate. The other company was much moro numerous, 
and was stationary, Its duties wero to supply a guard 
do tho civilian administrator, to guard tho gagls, to 
ensue tho safo transmission of the mails, and generally 
to do local polico work, 

From this force, which was formerly under civilian 
managomont, has been created the regiment of Tirail- 
law's Annamites, As aregiment they are not very old. 

«Tho decree forming the two battalions of Lim-Tar only 
dates from March 15, 1880, and it may be said that 
thero was xenlly no change in their duties till their em- 
ploymont in tho Tongking campaign. They kept gumd 
during the day at the Saigon Government Palace, at the 
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Derracks and the maenatl and elaewhero, leaving tho 
night sontry-go to tho Mronel troops. ‘Thay were por 
haps moro finished in Uheix vill, and Taw annteh more 
muskolry practica, but ollurwine they were Kinply the 
old Maras with wn omililiay commuunl. Now they hive 
roooivod thoir buptinn of firo nnd luwe gained eonfidenge 
in thomsolyes, 

ho onrolment is eavriod ou jit as before, fa man 
dogorla—and this is very fur from being an mmeummon 
ooowrronco—his villago laws to pay a fine and Kupply a 
man in hia placo. ‘Choro is thereforo a general public 
dosivo to find out bho defwuller, wid the Mrongh Govern 
mont hag tho host of guaraitoos thet tha affvetive will 
bo kopt up to ils proper stonyth. A propor stuidard 
of physique is also onsured by the inapuction of ovory 
rournit by a atanding commibles, consixting of tha olvil 
administrator of tho disérigl, an oflicer of thu corps, 
anda surgeon. Tho ghiof of tho mun's ganton ta also 
yoquired 40 bo prosont to represent Uno village dntorosta. 
Byvorything is thus dono to provent tho dintting of wooly 
mon into tho force, and ab the sumo tine to ghudk the 
offorls of jobbing hoadmen. A mun who da refusal by 
tho commitloo of inspection mul bo immardiatoly 
roplaced by his village. z 

Choir uniform is yory neal, and very woll auitod 
both to natiount charactoristics aud to military oxi 
goncics. 1b connista of short, loony (rourors, white 
in garvison, devk blue or blak on xerviog, a davke-Llue 
compromiso holweon a tinia aad tho national cont, 
& broad soarlot sush wound yvound the waist wndere 
tho coat, with the ondy fling down in front, and a 
dainty little flat bamboo hat, with a motel boss ou tho 
top bearing the government slamp and tho date of 
issuo, ‘This attractive littl lend-dveas, about tho 
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dinmotor of a dinner plate, is tilted slightly forward by 
the hair tied up in a chignon at the back of the head, 
and n vod ribbon, fixed to the boss, passes undor the 
chignon and keops the whole firm in its place. The 
wholo offoct is wonderfully picturesque, On dirait un 
régiment de femmes. Thoy hayo almost a light opera 
appearance, They aro armed with tho light gendaimerie 
carbinos of tho 1874 model, with the sword-bayonet, 
and keep theix woapons in most excellent order. ~ The 
Europenn officers and non-commissioned officers axe 
drawn from the Infunterie de Murme, and retain the, 
uniform of thoir branch of the sorvice, The native 
officers, of whom thore are a fow, wear a diess which 
is & kind of mixturo between the Fronch and the native, 
and sorves to accentuate the happmess of the inspira- 
tion which hit upon the uniform worn by theline. The 
Europeans receive an addition to their regular pay as 
mombevs of the Colomel army, the expense being borne 
by Cochin China. They are bound to remain three 
yenvs with tho rogimont, and aro then, so far as the 
native amy is concerned, perfectly free, One cannot 
help thinking that thero is considerable room for reform 
hove. ‘'Threo years is a very short time in which to 
lonry’ tho manners and charactor of a people like the 
Annamoéso, to say nothing whatever of thoir language. 
Tho systom which pormits an officer, or even forces him 
after having complotod his regular torm of service in the 
Saigon provincas, to go to an ontively different country, 
liko Sonegal or Guiana, is a most wanton wasting of 
“forco. ‘Theo ave, indeed, instances in which officers 
have boon allowed to vomain for a lengihoned period, 
with vosulls which ono would havo thought must have 
convinced tho authoritios of the advantages to be derived 
from ik} but it ig too often tho caso that officors, even the 
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most ablo, are compulkorily retired, ox entod off Lo the 
othor ond of the world, ‘he diltguliy ne doubt ten in 
the conslilution of the Mrouch amy. ‘There is ne 
poraibility of gelling oMeors to volume from Meme 
for the native lroopt. Thay dive Uhevefere tohe drawn 
from tho Jafuntaiv de Marine, wd dnpaie thr offuetive 
of that fovea; borides that, Uhoy still vommdie ander tho 
ordors of Hho Minister of Marine, mad inase nt any tine 
bo ordored to proceed bo any pluco wudor lik jurisdiction, 
to Now Calodonia or Guim, to Senegal or Mivtinique ; 
and tho misohiof is tit this applied ax wall toe the qen. 
commissionodl officers as to Uieir superior. ‘the moat 
obvious xomaily would bo to permit all thowe whe enter 
tho native army to he exmnpb from he uccessity of 
going tho round of tho other colonian, Pounibly, hows 
ovor, some olhor arrangomont may oe devised whidh 
would pross loss heavily on Uhose who drow! the ern in 
Now Caledonia, 

Por Jong thoro was a very gront difference of opinion 
as to the military valuw of tho Viaillema. Agninat thoi 
immodinto neighbours they lad displayed no Inok of 
courngo, ‘Thoy had a largo part in the auppromion of 
loowl visings and in the Sighting in Cumbuja, ‘Choy 
joinod thobody-yunad of viniouy Mronel exploriig pattion, 
notably in tho great expedition of Commoundad, Doudars 
do Lingrio and Francia Garnier, ent showed thonselves 
faithful and capable of sustained oxextion. But there 
wore Ghoxe, oven among bhety owas ofieas, who deslaved 
that this was no test. ‘he enomy thoy Ind to moot waa 
mirorably armod, and cortainly in ne greally anporfor™ 
forco ; and, moreovey, there had always been Ivonelamen 
at hand to givo thom support and confidence. 1 would 
bo vastly difforont, ib waa assorted, whon they had to 
meot an enemy armed equally well with themselves, and 
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ospocially would it bo doubtful how they would bear 
thomselvos when they had to mect Chinamen, no matter 
how armed, 

Tho profound xospect which the Annamese have for 
tho Chinamen is most oxtraordinary. Tho Chinaman is 
looked up to by all the nations in the East, ag indeed they 
are incomparably the finest race in the Hast from what- 
over slandpoint one chooses to regaid them—intollectual, 
industrial, or merely physical, But nowhere in Siam, 
Burma, tho Straits, or even in India, are they looked 
Upon with this almost superstitious reverence, which in 
Tongking actually shows itself in the tone of voice in 
which a mandarin is yefoxed to. Ixcept in‘ Tongking 
and ab Cuonoy, the Chinose Saigon, and infinitely tlie 
wonlthiost part of it, there are, if we look at the 
neighbouring countries, comparatively fow Celestials in 
tho Annamoso teixitorios. In Annam proper the man- 
daring actually tried to keop them out as much as 
possiblo, and limited thoir places of residence to Hut 
and ils suburbs, and a fow coast porls. The Chinamen 
had nothing to protect thom but their pride of race and , 
their absolutoly crushing superiority 10 the peoplo of 
the country. But that was enough. They walked erect 
through tho stroots, and gave way to nobody, groat or 
small, mandaxing or mandarins’ men, the latter being 
perhaps tho moro wonderful achievoment of the two. 
hoy married all:tho prottiest women, and gob all the 
commerce, They talked in terms of the most contemp- 
tuous pily of tho natives of the country, and were only 
dhe moro respocted for it, Even the Annamese of 
Saigon had tho same feelings of awo for the Chinaman. 
They saw tho ronch soldiers with their gung and artil- 
lory, tho ships of war, the palatial public buildings, and 
tho spacious dwelling-honses, the products of Western 
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industry and art, and they were told that Saigon 
qvas nothing to compare will Manes. They merely 
shook their heads. China, too, Juul her palaces, hijggen 
and moro gorgeous; Ute Chinn's houke was finer 
and more commodions ; he did more gomineras even in 
Saigon than tho Brough, ‘The Chitnen were 
infinitely more nmerons, mul es for werlth there wna 
no comparison, hoy: hud no lologephys, and thie wars 
ships did not go all over tho world, but thoy lad muds 
many inventions. ‘They coukt take advantage of thage 
of other poople, and no doubt would if they auw ft, ul 
in their own good time. Mounwhile they were  glder 
brothors” to thoi brethren of Annum, "Phair Smpovor 
gavo authority to his majaxby af Aunain bo voign, sd it 
was a aine qué non of tho oxistenco of a Tus; mandarin 
that ho should apawk Chinosa, Chiara usngas were 
" followod, and tho Chinoso Book of Rites roguiatud all 
tho doings of the country, UVherafare the Chive 
was lookad upon as a relative, a slightly overboaring 
one, porhaps, but atill a “breather” aveording to the 
elastic Oviontal torm. JLo waa not a forolner, lo was 
® friond, All other nationalities were rogurdad aa 
foroignora, nnd thevofero to bo tel and at the same 
timo, ax national wealnors waa forged ta ackuit, to he 
foaxodl, 

Tho omploymont of the Vtratlexrs in tho Tongking 
campaign was thoroforo a momontons axporimont, aud 
thoro wore not a fow who mainteined that ib was a very 
porilous one, Aka matlor of fut vory fow indtoad wore 
sont ab frst, and then only afier very careful sdluotion. 
At tho laking of tho ciladol of anoi in April, 1883, by 
Commandant Hiviére, thore were only five-and-twonty of 
the nativo auailiavics, undor a French lioutonant, an 
gaged, Thoy conducted thomaclves eraditably onotgh, 
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aud demonstrated to admiration that thoy had no 
soxuplos whatevor against killing any numbor of thoir 
fellow-countrymen, Still, howover, it was not contem- 
plated to grently increnso their numbor until the disaster 
at Pnv-Tloar on May 10, 1888/ when Commandant 
Rividve was killed, ‘Lhen the dosporato state of Tanoi, 
and indoed of tho French garrisons all over Tongking, 
forcod the immediate despatch of whateyer troops could 
bo apared from Cochin China; and large reinforcements 
of tho Tvvraillew's were sent, despite the supposed msk. 
Tt was only with caution that they were opposed to the 
Block Wags at first, but they displayed so much stead 
nossa in their first few brushes with them, that confidence 
was soon established, and, after tho capture of Sontay, 
thoy had, if anything, moro than their share of the 
Sighting, such as ib was. Nevertheless, throughout the 
whole operations foar of Hux: influences prevented the 
despatch of native officers. There was but one, sous 
Weutenant Ngun, who mado the campaign, and he was so 
young that he had been born a French subject. Even 
now, whon tho Z'iraillews s<Lanamites have been retived 
to Saigon, if is not contemplated to draft into the 
Tivailloure Longhinois any higher officors than Cat and 
Doky corporals and sergoants. ‘The Annamese are, how- 
evor, nothing, if not intriguors, and possibly the French 
oivilians axe right, though tho airangement is very 
hiuniliating to the nativo officors, and hardly likely to 
lead to tho reeruiling of tho best class of native gontle-_ 

‘mon, 

» As montioned above, it is hardly fair to compare the 
Tonglineso levies with the Cochin Chinamen. Thoy 
had had no dvill to speak of, and they were dvossed in a 
most hidoous streaky bluo uniform, with a singularly 
ugly rod, whito, and bluo-tippod bamboo, soup-tureen- 
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like hat. Tho aumbor of ‘their company, aowed in red 
dapo on a white oval on tho Jofh chert, denlt tho final 
blow at any hopes thoy might Inve laut of proxenting a 
soldior-liko appearanes. ‘Tho Suigon min, with news 
born prido, porristoutly ealled thom poliemon, aid the 
Jvonch wwoops rather nnarntofully encour tho do. 
prooiation by styling them Bashi Kazouki. Novertho- 
logs, considering tho short time thoy lil been under 
arms, they givo considerably more promixe tim the 
men from tho south, ‘hoy ave finex ment in every way~- 
in hoight, strongth, wad mantinoss mid, when it came bo 
heavy movehing, thoy shnply wellad the Goohin Ching. 
mon off thoir loge, (Qunlitics like there, tadiny the 
ciroumatancos into aeaowrl, might woll bo sab ail aygieinal 
somo awhwardnosa ofonsive to the iililary eye. hey 
might occnsionly owrry thoir carbine an if it wero a 
bamboo polo or a pioco of baggage that lid to be got 
Mong somohow; but thoy wore invaluuile in covering 
the flank of tho mmy and provonting surprises ~ prucisely 
tho points in which tho netive troopa were moxf useful, 
Porhaps tho bost thing tho untiva ‘Virailleurn did wa 
at tho eapluro of Vien-f/. General Heiere do I'tale's 
column had boon on tho march singe the oly moming, 
and had covered considenbly over twenty anilis whew 
tho advanea guard sightul tho citadel ab five o'ulogk in 
tho aflomoon, Jt would bo darleab six, ao Usted if the 
twoops wore not to sleop outnide it wus noecaaary Lo he 
oxpoditions. ‘Tho advance guard was cumpoxvd ps uated 
ontivoly of tho native troops. here were vighty of the 
Liraillenrs Annamites and forty Tongkineso. ho march « 
had to bo quickened Jaltoyly, and tho yan was consider 
ably boyoud its distaneo from tho 'fursox, who wore, 
moreover, in Tndian filo, Nevertheloss Wie Viraitleura 
wore immediately deployed, aut commonced and sus- 
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tained tho attack for nearly half an hour unaided. The 
Chinamen had got tho vango from the walls, and a 
sally party came to within throo hundvedfyards, and 
kopt up a galling firo from an admirablo shelter. 
Noverlholoss to mon novor flinched, and the Tongkinego 
woro quite as stondy in their volley fiing as their more 
practised compatriots, Whon, finally, the artillory got 
into position and silencod the Chinamen, and the Turcos 
extended tho advanced line on the right, a general 
advanco was sounded, Without tho least flurry or 
broking of line the Zivallews wont to the assault with 
tho most admirable dan, sealod the walls and opened 
tlio gatos to tho Turcos, to the ineffable disgust of the 
burly Algovians, 

Tfore the conduct of the Tonglineso was quite as steady 
and worthy of praiso ag that of tho older troops, and 
throo days lator it was ono of tho “ oolie brigade” who 
first hoisted the tricolor on tho mi ador of Tuar-Neuven, 
Such comparisons are, howover, unprofitable. Enough 
has boon said to show that tho French havo the material 
for a most admirable Colonial army, one which will not 
ho ao showy as tho Algerian Jiraillew s, bub which, in its 
disciplined steadiness under firo, will bo likoly to accom. 
plish much moro than the ‘lurco does with his wild, 
brutish chargos, splondidly bravo if you will, but just as 
likely to do harm 4o tho genoral plan of action as not, 

Tho result of this French attompt is most interesting, 
and should bo most suggestive to the neighbouring 


“nations. Of all in Indo-China the Annamese is the 


e 


lonst warlike. Under-sized and devoid of muselo, ho is 
slim ovon to offeminacy. ‘The Siameso are no gieat 
athloles, bub naturo has made them physically better 
mon then at any rato the Cochin Chinamen. Yet the 
wholo Siamese army, “ waler” cavalry included, would 
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bo crumpled up by one battalion of the Tirailferas 
dAnnanites, Bolwoon tho sturdy Cambajan, or the thick. 
sol man of tho Aran Atalos aud tha Animunage, deve in 
no comparison, yot tho Cambojuis woul down like reeds 
bofore a buffalo whon they met the Tieaillenra in woungh 
loss offiiont slalo than they ara now. Fl ib ia onpo- 
cially China which should tako nolo of tho Mreuch 
oxporimont, Tho Middlo Kingdon ia en essentially 
poncofnl country, and will never go in for a eureor of 
conquoat; bué sho doos want to be ablo bo proteeh horaelf 
against wanton attacka, Jeillod Chinamen would he te 
suporior to the Aunameso iufentry as Uo dixoiplined 
Virailleur is to the feveo bul ovratio Black Mlag. Tb ia 
too lightly assumod thal tho Chinaman ix ineapubla of 
boing subjectod to av regular conray of drill, aud that he 
grows rostivo undor anything ‘lilo austuinod dinaiplina 5 
but tho samo thing was suid in Covhin China, 'tho 
Colestinl has a much otto baluneed mind than any of 
his noighbourg, and in onpablo hands ho would muke ts 
good a soldiox as ho is m morohant. 





CHAPTER XVI. 
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IIT Longkinoso belong to the yellow race, the Indo- 

. Chineso stock and the Annamese family, which 
occupies a placo midway between the Chineso and the 
Malayan branch, ‘They are taller than the Annamese, 
botler-shaped, and with » smaller hoad set on a loss 
lanky neck; but novertheless they are far from heing 
well-grown, and are agilo xathor than strong. Like 
their brethren of tho south, they axe brachycophalous, 
with a low forchond, this being always tho narrowest 
paw of tho skull, ‘he facial angle is, however, fairly 
good, Tho oxtorior angle of the oye is certainly not so 
much tilted os tho Chinaman’s, Tho cheek-bones, on 
the other hand, aro much higher than the Colestial’s. 
Tho nose is a very bad feature; it is vory broad, and the 
dlopression above is so groat that there is practically no 
bridge at all, Ono cannot avoid the idea, in fact, that 
an Annamogo nose ia tho sort of thing one might make 
with threo fingers and m pieco of bread. There is a 
slight tondoney to prognathism, but not so strongly 
morkod ag in Cochin China. This appearance is often 
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fortuitously oxnggoratal amonyat the women of the 
lower class. In order to prevent their lage lit from 
~ blowing off on a windy day, thoy pass the rikbon aeroas 
thoix wndor-lip and threw the jaw duwnwarda snd 
forward, Constant habit offen midis thom da thivayen 
whon thoy have no hab on, mad tho voarlt iva sonid-idiotio 
anil rliogathor hidoous uppemranco, oapegidly when 
the tooth aro blnok and tho guns red wilh betolyjniea, 
Tho chin itholf is usnally short wid well-shaped, and the 
cars avo vory largo wid projectin a mont wisightly way, 


Tho tecth aro large, and, ag wleeady hinted, are lyod + 


black with a kind of lucquer by almost all oxeopt the 
ohildyon and the mmuarzied women, ‘the effuet in aingue 
larly disguating, and from a little distunes anggeaty. the 
idon that they linvo no tooth vb all, ‘ho limbs ure well 


shaped, but the foot ave vory ugly. hero iv alwolutely: 


no instep; thoy avo largo, und axe apprrently tte Kine 
thickness all over, as if they were ent ont of n plunle of 
wood, ‘ho hands aro aso vory long tout surrow, andl 
tho fingor-joints aro obtrusively knottodl., Ax with the 
Chinoso and Simmose, itis a mark of rank te wlow the 
nails to grow long, and tho women very eftin tint thon 
. voso-colows, wilh far from comoly resulta, Tike alutont 
all Mastorn nations, the sot of their lega is altagothor 
apoilt by the way they aro varried in childhood hy thoir 
mothers, straddled werogs tho hips,  Whia, together with 
a poouliay wide setting of the hip-Jjoinis mul the aiza of 
their fool, mako thom walk in wv very unguinly way, the 
foot boing vory muéh turned out. Who chest and stomach 
avo vory nich tlrown forward; tho lege nro nat bent, 
and tho foot seaveoly lifted off the ground. In the men 
this gives tho iden of w kind of awaygor, in the women 
a. Inck of modenty, In colour the Longlineso. doos not 
greatly differ from his neighbours to the south. Le is 
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‘always a kind of dirty yollow, but the depth of tho shade 
varies a groat deal according to his occupation: ‘The 
mandavins and the women of the better class.are some- 
thing nony the tint of a wax candlo, while the rice 
former is a8 dovk og a dead onk-leaf, ‘The hair is black * * 
and fino; both men and women let it grow to its full 
length, tying it up in a knot at the back of the head. 
Tho heads of the children are shaved, but afterwards 
the hair is’ never cut and very seldom washed, with 
yosults ‘which give all classes, high and low, of both 
sexes, abundant occupation, King Tu-Dto once issued 
an. order that mombers of his court were not to search 
for vormin in one another's hair in the presence of the 
..  Froneh officers who commanded the ships presented to 
* to him after tho treaty of 1874.. The men seldom 
‘manage to grow a beard before the age of thirty, and. 
then it is but:a poor thing. The moustache is very . 
scanty, and’ the bristles which grow on the chin and 
“under-lip could be counted without any extraordinary - 
* effort of patience. In this respect perhaps the Tonglinesé 
«4g worse off than his compatriots fo the south, 
“In montal, capacity tho:'Tongkinese is cortninly behind 
tho Cochin Chinaman.’ THis intelligence is of the most 
~-puimitive Idnd, and he cannot get beyond the most 
és; obvious subjective ideas. The Saigonese may certainly 
have. been brightened up by their contact with the 
‘French, ag thoy undoubtedly have been deteriorated 
- -thorally—very much more even. than is invariably the 
onso. whon Iasterns come under the influence of 
eEwropeans—bui it seems indisputable that they really 
have better natural abilities than the men of Tongking. 
- Whe, charactor of ‘both, however, is Iamentably ‘bad. 
“hey axe without any dort of education or instruction. 
Their religions sense is extremely blunt, and thoy. appear 
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to have no moral senge at all. Thoy make light’of evil, 
and geoff at all idea of good. They are ag incapable 
of any great vices as they areof any great actions. They 
have been roundly assertod to have ‘no character at all,” 
and are therefore far from being an interesting study. 
They are, in fact, like the country which they inhabit, a 
bastard c1oss beiweon the Chinaman and the aborigines. 
Their principal faults have no doubt beeu aggravated 
by the way in which they have been ground down ever 
since the annexation of the country to Annam in the 
beginning of the century. All of the Lx family, the 
_Tongking dynasty, that could be got hold of wére put 
to death, and with them the native mandarins. Of the 
vest of the people, all such as were in any way above the 
common ruck, whether in wealth or education, and who 
might therefore havo lod the people against theix con- 
querors, were equally ruthlessly oxiled, persecuted, or 
put to death on any or no pretext. Rebellions only 
increased the sternness of tho Hut rulo. The ignorance 
and crassness of the Tongkinese, therofore, partly arises 
from the fact that they never have been taught. Thoiy 
timidity and hypocrisy were accentuated by the free way 
in which torture was exorcised by the mandaring. Their 
incorrigible and unblushing habits of lying arose from 
the same cause. Tho improvidence which distinguishes 
them eyen more than it does most of the Indo-Chinese 
yaces was due tothe cireumstance that any man who was 
suspected of having money laid by was exposed to the 
repacity of the mandarins and all the horrors which 
followed in its train. The soil may have been very bad. 
but cireumstanceg havo helped to make it very much 
wouso than it wag intended to be, though one cannot 
imagine that nature was even at any time proud of the ' 
Annamese. 


. 
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Ignorance and lying and cringing apart, however, 
theré is room for great divergence of opinion about the 
y Annamese race, They axe sober, but that is very much 
because they cannot get a supply of liquor. The 
mandaring ave terribly dissolute, and the ordinary vil- 
lager, when he gets a chance to drink at a feast, goes on 
till he can drink no more, or until the supply of Saum- 
Suum, rico arrack, runs out. They are industrious, 
They work in a way that few other Orientals, except the’ 
Chinese, work; but that is because they would starve if 
they did not work. There ave few uncultivated axeas in 
the Tongking delta, but the population is denser than 
in many parts of Europe, and to feed the mouths the 
ground must be tilled and the rivers diligently fished, 
The Annamese cannot make his wife do everything, and 
he is pretty steadily to be seen out in the fields, and 
there are some travellers who give him a vast deal of 
credit for it. Now that a less rapacious rule is going to 
make Tongking the wealthy country it should be, it is 
probable that the native will devote his energies to the 
perfection of his already considerable ability in stealing. 
The state of affairs as it would be if the Annameso had 
the ordering of the matter is to be seen when he goes 
outin his boat. Then his wife and daughters row, and 
“he*steers, unless he has a spare six or cight-year-older ; 
then he sleeps. 

There are those who view the intelligence with which 
the Annameso is frequently credited with strong scepti- 
cis, He has certainly a rémarkably quick power of 
4mitation. But this is dubious. The question is whether 
this talent is morely a kind of instinct ox rudimentary 
intelligence, what the French are fond of calling singeric, 
the cleverness of the ape, who speedily learns 10 do 
things which wiser animals neyer attempt. Unfor- 

is 
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tunately thia imitative capacity is ordinarily vory ill- 
directed. In Tongking the native has hitherto had little 
chance of having good models, or indeed models of any 
kind set before him; but the Cochin Chinaman has had 
abundance of opportumty and time for improvemont, 
He has made but very little use of it, Intelligenco is 
developed by study, but the study must be of reason- 
able matter. The Saigonese docs not care to study 
Westein literature or Western scionces. IIs has the 
imitative power, and he takes what is tho oasiost to him ; 
he imitates French manners and customs, or what he 
considers to be such; for it would be cruel to say that 
the result is even an ape-like copy of the grande nation, 
Nevertheless he calls himself and his fellow-countrymen 
the French of the Hast, and it 1s unnecessary to quarrel 
with the title, An Annamese of vory considorable 
talent and acquirements, the best tho country bag pro- 
duced in fact, M. Porrus Truona-Vina-Ky, says in this 
connection: “The Annamese, in spite of their reserve 
and figidness, are gay, and love raillery, joking, langhter, 
plays on words, mockery, and oriticiam, They have alao 
a considerable power of irony, satire, and ridioule. 
They scoff and banter by turns. Bosidos this they 
ae vain, ostentatious, and given to luxury. . .% It 
ig for this reason that, in the relations of ordinary 
life, we say that the character of the Annamose ig that 
of the Fyenchman, excopt for the habits resulting from 
the education of each,” It is difficult to say whether 
the learned gentleman meant this passago to be a 
specimen of his own personal ability in quizzing. * 
The men of Annam and Tongking have not had the 
opportunity of making studies from the person in this 
way. Those of them that do study, pore over the Book 
of Rites and the works of Confucius, and perfect them, 
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selves in the knowledge of the laws of immemorial 
custom. All their efforts are directed to mastering the 
conditions which govern their society, an axbitrary 
government, where the patria potestas: rules all, where 
the king is Turmy-Tuo, son of heaven, and the people 
are his children. The early legislators proclaimed filial 
piety to be the corner-stone of the existence of kingdoms 
and the welfare of society. The Book of Rites says: “ If 
you would plant mutual affection in the empire, begin by 
cherishing father and mother; your example will teach 
the people union and concord.” The sovereign is son of 
heaven, and must profess for heaven the same regard 
which the heavenly mandate gives him tho right to 
exact from his subjects. So the duties of the father of 
the family towards the mandarins are the same as those 
of the children towards the head of the family, The 
whole thing is as regular as the steps of a ladder. The 
results to the national and to the family character have 
been exceedingly bad. 

The arbituary system of government, aided by the 
national vices, has developed to an almost incredible 
extent the science of tupitude, intrigue, and chicanery ; 
and analogy leads to the free practice of all these in 
private relations. Where their interests ave at stake the 
Aunamese show plenty of resource and intelligence, but 
their ability in this respect does not commend itself to 
those who have anything to do with them, whether they 
are moral men or not. Lying, knavery, and intrigue 
ave the fundamental conditions of the existence and 
advancement of mandazins, and they become natural 
through constant practice. They could give pomts to the 
acutest diplomatists and the most skilled Phrynes. The 
mass of the people, in their capacity of pious children, 
do their best to follaw the lead set them by their rulerg. 
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There avo in fact but two classos—tho lobtored clase 
which iules, and the people who obey passtyely and 
implicitly. Thero ia no such thing as an arisbocracy or 
the middle-class. Tho mandating are all chosen, as in 
China, by public examination, and, technically, any ono 
is eligible. There is, however, much jobbing; it is the 
national characteristic. Thore is indeed a title—that of 
Bao, or Ba-Tlo—which 1ich meichants avo allowod to 
buy, corresponding to that of Tmoo-Gywa, “ rich man,” 
at the Burma court. Ié gives no priviloges of any kind, 
not even the right to carry a big umbrella; but it is a 
name, and that goes a long way with people so fond of 
parade as the French of the East. Tho mandarins, 
however, ave seldom so ill-mformed regarding the atate 
‘of thei’ district as io let any man get rich enough to 
buy the title, Theyre seems to bo only one in all Tong- 
king, Bao Kiy, & man who has the lease of the fishories 
in the Iake in the centre of Hanoi. Possibly the 
Tona-Doo, the Governor of Hanoi, did not know the 
abundance of fish in the lake, or perhaps ho was 
flustered at the time of granting the loago by tho 
“brigands from Saigon,” tho title which Hux wit has 
fastened on the French, 

Boyond their deceit and ignorance and dirlinogs the 
people have few salien) charactoristios. Thoy aro at- 
tached to their native place—thal is to say, the village 
where they were bor; for their wattled mud shanties 
may be pulled down and rebuilt in a few hours, and are 
incapable of attracting the regard even of the pigs and 
fowls which share it with the human inhabitants, This, 
hame love, if 14 can be so called, is largely duo to the 
fact that they must visit periodically the tombs of their 
ancestors, and proximity saves trouble. Like most people 
who are on the verge of want all their lives long, they, 
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are hospitable enough and give meals freely to travellers 
under the conviction that they themselves may probably 
be some day in the same strait. This same poverty of 
resources makes them very fond of exchanging presents, 
which among the country people often assume a ludic- 
rously Liliputian character. It 18 a common custom to 
treat of business matters at table, which also tends to 
raise the character of hospitality. The Annamese code, 
it may be mentioned, enjoined that weakly orphans 
should be brought up at the common cost, but they are 
usually adopted into some family, though barrenness is 
not a fault that can be reproached against Annamese 
ladies. 

Tongkinege, Annamege, and Cochin Chinese—all of 
them are very fond of noise and spectacles, theaties and 
funerals, gaming, fish and cricket and cock-fights, which 
often result in owner fights, though courage is not the 
characteristic of the nation. Gambling is as great a 
curse with them as it is with the Chinese, and indeed 
the Indo-Chinese generally. The Emperor, Gra Lona, 
gave gamesters cighty stripes and executed the gambling 
housekeeper, but his successors found it more satisfactory 
to make money out of the matier. One of the few 
reminiscences of Buddhism they have about them is the 
fondness for erecting public monuments, pagoclas, houses 
for spirits, wayside resting-places, and altars, on which 
the founder's name is placed in large characters. Love 
of distinction of some kind has perhaps more to do with 
the matter than piety. The Tongkinese are particularly 
fond of making themselves conspicuous in some way, if 
ib is only as desperate pirates. Thoy have, however, 
move the spit of commerce than their ueighbows to 
, the south, Thoy work harder and do some amount of 
huckstering, but they squander the money as scon as 


\ 


262 THI PEOPLE OF TI COUNTRY, 


it is made. It is the women who do moat of the work. 
They keop the house, so far as it can be said to be kept ; 
they look after the hitle shop which evory othor house 
in the village has; they prepare the cotton, weave the 
clotheg, thrash and husk the rice, work in the fields, and 
yow the boat; while the husband lolls about, smokes an 
opium pipe if he can, or a wator-pipo if ho cannot, or, if 
even that is too costly for him, then a queer article made 
‘out of the root of a bamboo. On the wholo they are not 
a very mteresting people. They are simply a pale copy 
of the Chmese. The flat and monotonous deltas of the 
Sona-cor and the Mixone reproduce their tamenoss in 
tho inhabitants. 

It is, however, a great mistake, which most French 
writers make, to speak of the conspicuous amiability and 
placidity of the Annamese. They display very little 
animation when a foreigner passes by. They look dole- 
ful enough and often alarmed enough. But when you 
can see them in their ordinary village lite it is a very 
different matter. Then they are as excited and voluble 
as a dame dle la TTalle. Theix vocabulary of abuso and 
filthy language supasses that of a Coringee coolio. 
They all talk at once, and each trics to ouishout hig 
neighbour, and tears. his hairy when he finds hifyself 
bawled down. The Annamese is meek and tranquil 
only before those whom he fears, and then his humility 
is nothing but hypocrisy, for ho makes fun of himself 
and the man who has scared him, as soon as that 
personage is gone, The children look, and are, more 
intolligent{than their olderg, but their quick-wittednes? 
develops itself only in iniquity. They lavish tha most 
foul-mouthedfabuse on their mothers, and not unseldom 
try to kick them. It is amusing to seo a little smatchot 
of six or eight ordering about and hectoving a half-dozen 
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of big blundering coolies, and altogether astonishing to 
seo them do what they are told, sometimes even without 
grumbling. But it was nothing less than heart-rending 
during the Tongking campaign to see the aptitude with 
which the childyen picked up the worst vices from the 
worst of the French soldiery. M. Dutreul de Rhins 
has declared that there is no nation on earth more 
depraved than the Annamese, and questions which are 
the worse, the men or the women. The statement is a 
sweeping one, but one might have agreed with him if 
he had included Annamese boys, 

The Annamese dress is one of the ughest in the Hast. 
Trousers like those of the Chinese, but not quite so wide, 
a long loose coat with tight sleeves something lke a 
cassock and buttoned on the right-hand side down to 
the waist—that is the whole. The rich add red leather 
sandals and a turban; the poor have neither. The 
colour of the tuban (which is a very scanty thing com- 
pared with that of a native of India, or even of Burma) 
is black for the mandarims and the literat, red for the 
old,,and blue or green for the young men, The whole 
dyess is of a sombre dirty brown-black coloured cotton. 
There is something radically wrong with the dye used, 
fomno one has ever even passable-looking clothes. The 
entire body of them look as if they were wearing oub 
their grandfather's wardrobe, The women wear the 
some dregs, but trousers and coat are with them a little 
longer. Their cassock is also open at the neck, and 
they wear over the bosom a garment called Kexouan, 
& square piece of hiight-coloured silk which is pre- 
sumably fastened round the body and neck, xcept 
among the poorest the women’s diess is silk, and they 
often put on several coats one above the other, light- 
blue, green, red, and black, the last, except with coquettes, 
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always uppermost, White is the mourning colour and 
the material cotton. They wear as much jewellery as 
they can get, which is usually very little; but occasion- 
ally one sees a damsel blossoming out in a surprising 
abundance of rings, bracelets, carvings, and pendent 
necklaces, 

When they go out of doora both sexes wear hats. 
The national Sanaxo is quite ideally ugly. It is a huge 
thing like a miscarried candle-extinguishor, not high 
enough and considerably too broad. Or it may be.com- 
pared to a bell tent with the sides drawn tight, or a 
mud pie, or a gunpowder “ devil,” It is made of straw 
for the poorer classes, and of fine plaited palm-lenf, 
yainished over, for the vich. The Intter have also n 
pointed motal boss on the top. It mensures two foot 
in diameter, and comes down over the man’s shoulders 
in a way irresistibly suggestive of the extinguisher, 
Presymably the Annamego like it, but to every ono else 
the Sanaxo seems incompatible with dignity of carriage. 

The women’s Sararo is different, It is flat on the 
top, has a hanging rim about three inchos deep, and 
measures three feet across. It gives one tho idoa of a 
tea-table with a fringe. It also is made of palm-lonf, 
and has two tassela hanging down to the waist. Amn- 
meso women are naturally small, and this huge hond- 
dregs still more stunts them. Novortholoss it is not so 
iryedeemably hideous ag tho men’s. Both of them serve 
at once as sumshades and protection against rain, but 
they axe terribly heayy, no doubt to keep thom from 
blowing off too easily. Out in tho fields, however, both ° 
sexes very often wear a much more flimey article, more 
loosely put together, and often very ragged-looking when 
the palm-leaves get loose, This is rounded at the top 


in a wide elliptical curve, and is ordinarily over two foot 
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in diameter. The field labourers also very often wear 
coats made of this same palm-leaf or of reeds, and 
present a peculiar thatched appearance. This garment 
has no doubt been introduced fromm Southern China. 

The dirty-looking appearance of the clothes is no 
doubt inherent in the material. No one appears ever 
+o have a now suit on, except the young women, who 
ave usually kept tolerably neat by their lords and 
masters. But this appearance of dirtiness is usually 
materially and consistently aided by the habits of the 
wearers. They never take their clothes off even to 
sleep, and when, on state occasions they dress, they 
simply put the fresh—one cannot reconcile one’s self to 
oaling it the clean—suit on the top of the old dirty one. 
There it remains till it falls to pieces, after having been 
patched many times with bits of cloth of various shades. 

The consequencés of their dirtiness appear in the 
extraordinary abundance of skin diseases, and sores on 
their limbs. A constant dict of ancient fish and heating 
food, bad water, marshy plains, insufficient protection 
against the inclemencies of the weather, scrofula, and 
a variety of other things no doubt aid, but the chief 
enuse is indisputably tho wncleanliness of the people 
bot’ in theiv dress and in their houses. There are 
extremely few Annamese who have not got an eruption 
of some kind in some part of the body, and yery bad 
sores are far from uncommon. Eczema and ecthymh 
ave the most comnion form. The French often get 
digeages of the kind from the natives, and indeed the 
Dlaie Annamite is a recognized malady in Saigon 
etiology. 

Nevertheless, notwithstanding their dirtiness, the 
Aunamese are a very ceremonious people. Their oti- 
quetie is quite as elaborate as that of China, whence 
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indeed they have got it, When two men moet in tho 
street, unless they are vary intimate, thoy salute by 
placing the two hands palm to palm in front of tho 
chest, raising them and lowering them again. The 
height varies according to the respect fo bo shown. 
Before a mandarin an ordinary citizen would vaiso his 
jomed hands above tho head and lower thom to the 
girdle, and in his cout ho would bow his head into tho 
bmgain, This question of Lay, of salutations, is how- 
ever 60 large that it would require a chapter all to itaelf. 
Suffice it to say that they vary according as the porson. 
saluted ig the king, a mandarin of frst, second, third, 
fourth degiee, a superior, an equal, a parent, an older 
brother, or a younger, and that thero are pormutations 
according to the social position of tho man who makes 
the salute. [qual formality extends to the conversation, 
and the language used, as indeed is the case with alt 
the Indo-Chinese races. The pronouns of all persons 
vary according to the age and rank of the individuala 
concerned. It is even possible to display one’s feclings 
in this way, whether affectionato, indrfforent, ox hostilo. 
Morely in saying “yos” ono uses Co to the common 
people, Pax to a gentleman, Dva to a superior. 

When a man is asked to have a cup of tan, or same, 
ox to ent, or chew betel, tho hand is stretched out aa if 
a benediction were being said, and tho inviter says, “1 
hardly dave ask you,” Cua Dan. Tho refreshment, 
whatever it is, must be offered with both hands and 
accepted in the same way. Aftor cating it is customary 
to take the chopsticks horizontally in both hands 
balanced between tho thumbs and the forefinger, Then 
the hands are raised up to the forehead twico in salute, 
and the chopsticks placed togothor on the top of the 
empty bowl. In Cochin China the seat of honour ix ag 
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that part of the table nearest the door. In Tongking it 
is precisely the*reverse. In both, however, the middle 
of the table is the most distinguished, The Tongkinese 
soy the back of the house is the most honourable, be- 
cause in the royal audience hall the throne is the 
farthest from the entrance, and the courtiers are grouped 
nearer or farther from it according to their rank, 

No one, down to the poorest, ever thinks of going out 
without a servant or follower of some kind. The very 
beggars have a little child or a woman following them to 
carry what the charitable may give. Ordinanly the 
servant carries a neat box in bamboo, inlaid mother-of- 
peal ware, or silver, containing such betel, tobacco, and 
80 on, a8 may be required. A literate has in addition 
always & man carrying his writing brush and ink. 

As may be imagined, the Annamese, including the 
Tongkinese, who are the best branch of the 1ace, are 
beneath contempt, from a military point of view, until 
they have been taken in hand by regular instructors. 
The men the French occasionally met during the cam- 
paign were armed with ancient match-locks and fhnt- 
locks in some places, while in one or tio citadels thee 
were a fow hundreds of the brecch-loading 1ifles, given 
td Annam according to the terms of the treaty of 1874. 
These, however, were so ill-kept that they were useless 
whore they were not dangerous, aud in any cage the 
powder used was of more than dubious quality. But by 
far the greater number had nothing better than huge 
bamboo spears with inferior iron heads on them, swords 

* of the same material, which bent with every blow, bows 
and arrows, and bludgeons. ‘The best they could do was 
to run into the citadels, shut the gates, and got out atthe 
other side as oxpeditiously as possible. They were sup- 
posed to have somo kind of uniform, but were usually so, 
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Yagged that it was impossible to make out what it was, 
The “Tiger” company of War-patéxe bad a blue and 
white jacket, and tho body-guard of the Tlanoi governor 
were clad in red; but such facts were only to ba ascer- 
tained by a comparison of many warriors, Thoir 
military exaveises were of the opera-boufle character. 
They would caper about, twist round with one leg in the 
air, flourish their lances, between twelve and twonty feet 
Jong, and cleverly enough mancuvred with both hands, 
A lance fight is worth secing, In practice a wooden 
button is substituted for tho head, The two porformers 
nienace each other with fierce looks and gostures, mako 
sudden leaps forward, backward, and to either side, 
advance rapidly on one anothor and make their thrust, 
often with such vigour that when it is parried they voll 
head over heels in the dust, to the delight of tho on- 
lookers. They are on their legs and off again, however, 
before the opponent can shorten his spear to mako a 
thrust. After a quarter of an hour or moro of this, ono 
of the combatants gets a prod in the sida, and then both 
retire to a neighbouring stall and quaff abundant cups 
of scalding ten. It is all vory fomny, but thore is no 
suggestion of anything but absurdity in it, 

An eye-witness gives tho following account of *a 
“battle” between tho Imporialists and some Yollow 
Flags, Both parties halted a long distance off from one 
another and fired from time to time all their guns, 
heedless of the fact that tho enemy was quite out of 
zauge. Now and then the Di:-Doo, or goneral of division, 
who was comfortably suuggled up in a hammock, and® 
had cautiously planted his standard in the rear, would 
have his tum-tum benten, and would call out, “ Soldiers, 
haye you made up your minds to annihilate this vile 
foo?” The soldiers lifted up tHeir voices with one 
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accord, and said “Dya" (why, certainly), Then they 
rushed upon the vile enemy at full speed, and the vile 
enomy retired a few hundred paces and then stopped, 
whereupon the hardy warriors promptly got wader cover. 
It was now the turn of the other side. The Yollow Flag 
general extracted a similar vow to do or die from his 
army, and the braves charged with the same valour and 
with the like result. Thig sort of thing went on from 
daybreak to sunset and nobody was hurt. Then a 
French gunboat came by, and the rival generals promptly 
concluded a truce, The Annamese commander related 
that in a previous encounter, where the fighting was 
very severe, he had one man “ killed stone dead.” 

If they are not formidable fighters, they are certainly 
not overbmdened with religious sense. They are 
nominally Buddhists, but the Buddhists of Burma, or 
even of Camboja, would sternly disown them. Even 
more than elsewhere the teachings of the master are 
overgrown with Shamanism, Hach family has its own 
guardian spirit, and exhausts what piety it has there. 
The temples and spivit-houses are spoken of elsewhere. 
It will be enough to say that the Buddhism is derived 
from the depraved Chinese foym, and that even of this 
degenerate type only the grosser superstitions are re- 
tained. The pagodas, or joss-houses, as they 2ather 
should be called, are almost constantly empty. In the 
Middle Kingdom one constantly sees religious functions 
going on, and individual worshippers praymng. In 
Annam, wnderstanding Annam to include Tongking as 
aell ag Cochin Ghina, one sees nothing but occasional 
noisy public ceremonies, where there is much feasting 
and junketting and remarkably little reverence, Even 
ancestor worship, which, as in China, is the true faith, 
ordered by custom and law, is very superficially ob- 
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served, Tho periodical ancestor foasts aro morely occn~ 
sions when the pious descendants gorge themselves with 
food and make beasts of themsolves with rico-spivit. 
The mandarins, with a little moro of the national 
amgene, profess to be Confusians; but the mandaring ave 
the worst class in the country, and religion is certainly 
not their redeeming characteristic. Superstition is the 
only thing that really has a hold on the Annamese. 
They are as far ads possible from being fanatics, but 
thoy axe too seared of goblins and gonii to bo sceptics, 

Perhaps the true explanation of the unsatisfactory 
character of the Annamese is to be found in the fact that 
they ave half-castes. They are certainly a very mixed 
race, though their true parentago is somewhat misty, 
The ordinary theory is that the original inhabitants of 
the country were Muonas, the race which now occupies 
the hills on the western frontiers, Who these Muonag 
are is a question which has perhaps yet to bo solved. 
The French consider them to be Laos, in which cage 
they are Mongolians, and ave not very far remoyed fiom 
the Chinese. But other authorities, among them P.o- 
fessor A. IL. Keane, assert that they belong to the Knurir 
branch of what he calls the brown Caucasian race; the 
Abbé Bouillovaux, on the other hand, thinks thatebho 
Annamose are closely connected with the Malays in 
their origin. 

It is possible that something definita may bo dis- 
covered about the mother stock in the high table-land 
of Cso-Bann, which seems to have beon the original sont ” 
of the ince. Tlowever that may bo, it is certain thas 
numerous alliancea with the Chinese, the adoption of 
the Celestiol-administrative system and roligion and lony 
xesidence in » flat, marshy country have removed the 
Annamese very: far from the fixet type. Towards. thexy 
yeax 214 3,0, the senate Emperor Sum Hwane T, whe, 
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builé the Great Wall of China, and destroyed the books of 
Confucius, sent armies far and wide, even as far as 
Bengal. One of these armies, along with a huge number 
of emigrants, amounting to about half a million in all, 
established itself in Tongking. A hundred years later 
another army of emigrants arrived from the provinces 
of Kwane-st and Kwane-runa. ‘These colonists were 
artisans, vagabonds, adventurers of all sorts, but they 
wore all young and strong. They had no goods and no 
wives, but they soon got both in their new country, and 
from this time commenced the physical and moral fusion 
which has given the Annamese of to-day their Mongolian 
characteristics, certainly their civilization. For a thou- 
sand years, until the beginning of the tenth century of 
our era, in fact, Tongking and great part of Annam was a 
simple Chinese province. The old feudal family system 
was destroyed, ani with the introduction of Chinese 
written characters and Chinese literature came in the 
new aristocracy, that of the literati, appointed, as in 
China, by public examination. The study of the Celestial 
characters and writings waa early imposed by law on the 
people, by a Chinese governor who belonged to the district 
of Confucius, and is known in the annals of Annam as the 
lettered king, St Vudne. Previously the Annameso had 
a kind of phonetic writing, which a missionary, Father 
Mowrrouznhs, claims to be still in use among the hill tribes 
of the sonthern province of Namz-An, He even believes 
that he has discovered some specimens of the writing in 
cave inscriptions in the Sone Granu valley. In a year 
ot two, when travelling in Tongking and Annam be- 
comes somewhat safer, we may hope for some interesting 
ethnological discoveries. Meanwhile, all that is certain 
is that the Annamese are ao bastard race, with all the 
faults of the half-breéd. It is somewhat doubtful 
whether the French will improve the national character, 
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THE FRENCH COLONIAL ARMY, 


TIE name Infanterie de Marine, and still more the 
translation, “Marino Infantry,” that is usually 
given of it, is very apt to lead Englishmen into error. 
Wo are too ready to jump ot the conolusion that 
“Marine Infantry’ and “Marines” are the same thing, 
and that the Ivench Infanterie de Marine is simply 
body of soldiers kept on board the larger war-ships, and 
disembarked for shore sorvico whon necossary. Nothing 
cquid be a greater error, and the members of the corps 
continually grumble that whatevor credit has beer «due 
to them, not only in the Tongking campaign, but in 
the war of ‘1870, has beon persistently assigned to » 
mythical body of Marines, a force, which, in tho English 
senge of the word, does not exist at all in the Fronch 
service. The same remark applies to the Artillerie de 
lw Marine, who ave very far from being the ship's 
gunners they are frequently taken to be. , 
The Infanterie de Marine is simply the French Colonial 
army, and has no more to do with ships than any other ; 
soldieys whose place of sorvico makes it necessary fox’ 
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them to cross the sea, and the Artllerie de le Marine ig 
formed of the batteries told off for foreign service. 
The French Cabinet does not include a Colonial Seore- 
tary, and the troops for foreign service aye therefore 
placed wuder the orders of the Ministre de la Marine, 
the First Lord of the Admiralty, whence the name 
la Marine, the Colonial army, as distinguished from 
la Guerre, the troops under the command of the Minister 
for War,'and recruited for service in Hurope only. 

The men for this arm are drawn at the usual con- 
soziption, Eyery year the 4,800 men who draw the 
lowest numbers are told off for service abroad, Those 
who come noxt to thom serve for five years, and the 
remainder for two, before going into the reserve. As in 
the territorial army, of the 4,800 men'for the colonies 
the tallest and most powerful men are assigned to the 
artillery, and the remainder go into the line. The con- 
sexipts from the coast provinces, those at least who have 
any knowledge of seafaring, are of course drafted into 
the navy. Otherwise every one, with the usual excep- 
tions of the son of a widow, the eldest of four brothers, 
and “the man who has killed an enemy,” bas to stand 
his chance of drawing a bad number and being sent 
abroad, I¢ is characteristic of the French dislike to 
emigration that the son or brother or sweetheart who 
goes out in the Infunterie de Marine ia mourned and 
lamented over as if he were going on a forlorn hope, or 

_ starting in a ship with a typhoon blowing outside. 

Beyond thié force France has no troops available for 
service abroad except the Algerian garrisons, which con- 
stitute a distinct branch by themselves. They consist 
of the Foreign Legion, nowadays mostly Alsace-Lorraine 
men, with o sprinkling of Englishmen, Irishmen, 
Americans, and eyen Germans; the Turcos, natives of 
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tho,country, with a considorablo infusion of Fronchmen, 
who join for tho sake of tho vapid promotion; tho 
Zounyos, all of thom French, and only to bo distinguished 
from the Turcos—irrespoctive, of course, of thoix colour 
—by tho substitution of black trousors for red ones, tho 
attraction to this force being tho gay uniform which 
makes them tho pets of tho boulovards, tho highor pay, 
and the unrestrained lifo of Péeole des turagnes ; finally, 
the Algerian Light Infantry, tho most prominent rogi- 
ment of which is that of tho Disciplinaires, tho Joycuw, 
the Zephyrs of Ouida's “Under Two Flags,” a simple 
convict corps, a sink into which aro drafted all the 
thieves, the blackguards, and insubordinates of tho rost 
of tho French army, he Chasseurs d'Afrique, the light 
cavalry, are of course an ontixely distinct body, and can 
barely be counted upon for Colonial soryice, oxcept in 
countries where this arm can mancuvre. 

The Infanterte de Maine numbers about twenty-fou' 
thousand men for all the colonies; the Algarian troops 
raise this available force to about » half more; and then 


thero is of course the navy, with possible landing , 


brigades, to be counted in, This body of troops has 
just been barely sufficient. With her now ongagemonts 
Franco will havo to at least double tho number ef pho 
Golonial army, for Tonghing is a vory long way from 
being settled yet. To enablo the Republic to take 
Bacninh and ovon partially-oooupy the country it was 
necossary in the autumn of 1888 to call for voluntoars 
from the regular army. They were readily obtained, 
and at the moment of writing there axe still in Tongking 
the three regimonts thus raised, the 28rd, the 111th, and 
the 148rd of the line, During the onthusinsm prevail- 
ing in France at the time of the call for these levies 


there was no difficulty in obtaining the numbers was, 
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quired, and probably three or four times the number 
could have been had without any trouble; but it will 
not always be so, It must not be forgotten that the 
French army is the French people, and that French- 
men, even with gorgeous pictures of la nouvelle Fiance 
dangling before their eyes, evince but the very faintest 
possible desire to go and make their fortunes there. 

Leaving altogether out of account the troops which 
will be required to settle the dispute with Chma—and 
thoy will be no small number—it is quite certain that 
the present garrison of Tongking, say eight thousand 
men, cannot with any safety be reduced, and may every 
now and then have to be increased. This is leaving out 
of account, but by no means forgetting, the numerous 
companies of Tongkinese auxiliaries whom the French 
have raised, and may still go on raising. Theso men 
have but the very faintest ideas of discipline ag yet. 
During the hot and rainy months of 1884 several com- 
panies of the Tirailleurs deserted almost en masse, and, 
what was worse, carried off their carbines and ammuni- 
tion with them. Whatever Fvench writers may say 
about the ardour with which the country has received 
French protection and the loyalty of the native troops, 
an, impartial observer cannot help believing that a 
French reverse would turn many of these auxiliaries 
into active enemies, and very many more into but half- 
hearted supporters, ready at any moment to turn their 
oats. 

In any case the Tiraillews Tonkinois cannot be trusted 
to hold the fortresses without at least 2 section of French 
soldiers to keep an eye upon them, or to back them up, 
as the case may be, This is a very serious matter, for 
it must not be forgotten that after nearly a year's occu- 
pation the French do not hold the country, they merely 
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hold the fortresses—the official towns would porhapa be 
a better term. Eyon in the cold, dry weathor i was 
impossible to go any distanco from the French posta 
without a guard. An official proclamation forbidding 
. all sporting expeditions on thia ground is probably auf- 
ficient proof of the statement. As soon as iho rains and 
the heat mado it impossible for the French troops to 
move about, pirates swarmed all over tho country and 
raided up to the very walls of the most strongly held 
citadels, Ianoi itself, in July and August, 1884, was 
twice alarmed with bands of armed men; on one occa~ 
sion, it is oven assorted, dragging cannon within eye- 
shot of tho walls of the citadel, Ilarenone, the only 
port of the country, and the base of all oparations, was 
rendered uneasy by the erratic movemonts of bands of 
night maranders to the north, With only a native gar- 
rison, even though ib be officered by Frenchmen, thore 
would ba no security against a night attack, taking it 
for granted that there was no collusion or troachery. 

The French only hold tho delta now, and they only 
hold the strong places. Next cold soason they aro 
pledged to occupy the north, Their honour requires it. 
To conquer thoso provineos, with tho fresh inmidation 
of Chinamen that has boon poured in all along the 
frontior, will be no casy task. ‘he country is difficult, 
transport is difficult, provisioning is still moro diffionlt. 
The Chinamen will have opportunities for ambuscades 
in every ravine. If war goos on with China, France can 
scarcely hope to establish herself in move than a part of 
the northern Tongking provinces, 

If peace is made with China the mattor is not yeb 
settled. Lana-sox, Quina-Yon, Cao-Banu, Laorar, have 
been for years ihe sanctuary and happy hauting-ground 
for outlaws and desperadoes from all the surrounding 
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countries. China has no authority over these men. 
She would have beheaded them long ago if sho could, 
France will have to settle scores with’ them herself. 
She can hardly expect China to come in and help to 
pacify a country which China has for years considered 
practically her own, and now thinks she has been law- 
lessly despoiled of. In this event France will no doubt 
easily ocoupy all the towns, but she will be farther from 
holding the country than she now is in the delta, and 
she will have to call for more troops from France. 
There are now three of the line regiments in Tongking. 
They did not volunteer for an unlimited time. In any 
case they will leave, and are loaying as soon as their 
time expires. Not only has the place of these men to 
be filled, but, as seems indisputable, actually new regi- 
roents of volunteers will have to be called for. 

It may perhaps be well to say that this is necessary 
on account of the territorial system of the French army, 
Apert altogether from the fact that couseripts for lo 
guerre are exempted from foreign service, and that thexe- 
fore the ordering away of a corps or a regiment of the 
pantalons rouges might cause a mutiny, or at avy rate 
great dissatisfaction, there is an additional difficulty. 
All the men of one province go into the same corps 

Warmée, Tho sending away of that army cops there- 
fore implies the sending away of all the young men of 
that province. It ia palpable that such an act could 
only be one of desperation. 

Tt is evident, therefore, that since France seems bent 
on extending her influence abroad, she must reorganize 
her army system, and the most obvious way of doing 
this is the mereasing the number of men drawn at the 
consoriptions, probably iwebling the present number. 
That would require the passing of a Bill through the 
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Chamber, and it is questionable whether even M. Jules 
Ferry’s ministry, long though it has lasted, would be 
able to stand against the odium which such a monsure 
would call up. What other alternatives there may be 
it is nob our place to suggest, but thet some change is 
imperative ia heyond dispute. Tongking cannot be held 
for some years with a smaller garrison than it now has ; 
that garrison will probably have to bo increased, and at 
the present momont more than half of if ought, by the 
constitution of the army, to be doing duty elsewhere. 

Perhaps the greatest novelty of the campaign in 
Tongking was the balloon service, It cannot, however, 
he said to have been a great success, and perhaps 
hardly justified the expense. A good deal of this was 
no donbt due to the utter collapse of tho lattor part of 
the campaign, The Chinamon ran away so fast and so 
persistently that even tho officer in tho balloon was 
unable to see more of them than less elevated people 
on the mud down below. Some dnithusiasts went so 
far as to say that this cowardly characteristic of tho 
Celestial legs was due to the mero presenco of the 
balloons. The Chinamen thought that it was “joss 
pidgin,” and perhaps imaginod that death was going 
to be poured down on then heads from tho very shios. 
Certain it is that the only placo whoro the balloons 
were really used was at tho bombardment of tho 
Truna-son forts, and there tho engineer officor had not 
above five minutes’ work. Ho simply pointod out, or 
rather called down—toy it was oxtracrdinary how dis- 
tinetly his voice was heard from a height of at least 
thousand feet—where the foreos of tha enomy wore, and 
where they had works, The artillery directed their 
guns accordingly, and tho Chinamen jumped off their 
tamparis and ran away. 


=: 
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Perhaps the most interesting result obtained was the 
knowledge of how long the balloons could be carried 
without the manufacture of new gas, and the consequent 
nocessity of taking or leaving an immense amount of 
cumbrous impedimenta. The method adopted was to 
convey one balloon for purposes of observation, and 
another smaller one to act as a reservoir to fill the 
working balloon when necessary. On this system it wes © 
found that one supply of gas was quite sufficient for 
twelve days, and on the thirteenth the balloon could 
have been used for observations if it had been necessary, 

On the other hand, it is undeniable jthat they gave a 

- great deal of trouble, and on some occasions degenerated 
into a purd and simple nuisance, ‘The larger balloon 
was carried about two-thirds inflated, and from twelve 
to fifteen men were necessary to drag it along. The least 
wind necessitated the adding of extra men, for it awayed 
about in a very dangerous way. Then, whenever the 
path was narrow and there were trees about, the acrostats 
had to make long détours, for if a rope had caught in 
one of the trees the balloon might have swung down and 
ripped the silk, This was especially troublesome on 
roads where there were many villages, and frequently 
sédiously delayed the columns. In Europe, whore there 
are broad turnpikes, this trouble would no doubt not 
exist; but in Em ope light cavalry scouts would probably 
be far more useful, and possibly more expeditious, in 
giving news of an enemy's movements than a balloon, 
even if it were fitted with a field-wire, which would 

* necessitate greater elevating power. Altogether, the 
Tongking balloon experiment doos noi seem to have 
advanced the science of military ballooning to any 
appreciable extent. 

The question of the discipline and conduct of the troops 
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in Tongking is 9 very delicato ono. Tho writer expori- 
enced many acts of kindness from officors in all arms of 
the service, and made, and ho hopes retains, very many 
good friends. But the conduct of a certain numberof 
the soldiery has had such an influence on the state of 
affairs in Tonghing that the matter is not one that can 
be altogether shirked. The English soldier is profligato 
enough and rough enough, in all conscience, with a 
conquered population; but at any rate, some bounds 
are set to his brutality. Ie cannot seize upon chickens 
and eggs, and more valuable things, and carry thom off 
hy force, or give an absurd sum for them in nominal 
payment. If he did he would be flogged. Yot on 
several occasions mon of the Foreign Legion surrounded 
in regulary parties, with look-ont men posted round, 
quarters of Hanoi, and went in by tuna to abuse 
women and to carry off whatever seomed good to thom. 
This sometimes happened two or three nights running, 
yet none of them wore ever caught ox punished. Bully- 
ing of the peoplo in the strect, somotimes in a mere 
playfal way, but occasionally from simple innato 
savagery, was far too common, and was novor ap- 
parently interfered with. Tho bestiality of the Tuxrcos 
is not to bo laid, perhaps, at tho Fronch door, oxospt - 
that if the French introduse such animals into a country 
they ought to muzzlo them. Tho Annameso at tho best 
is a our, but thore is a point that passes his enduranca, 
Then he takes to the fields with a speay and a, cleaver 
tied to the end of a bamboo, and blows up tho tindor 
on his antiquated match-lock, Ile becomes a ‘ pirate.’ * 
There are other points in which the French soldier 
is infimtely superior to his English brothor, “Tommy 
Atkins” is an insufferablo grumbler, yel the French 
soldiex underwent without a murmur hardships which 
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the Englishmen would never endure. Take his wine 
and his bread from a Frenchman and he is indeed 
desolate. Yet for ten days after the capture of Bacninh 
the French troops had neither, and they appeaved rather 
inclined to take it as a joke than otherwise. The bread 
was replaced by mouldy, weevil-caten biscurt, some of it 
green and utterly unfit for food, and tea was doled out 
instead of wine. Tea the Frenchman abhors, but he 
laughed even as he grimaced and made what fun was 
practicable of the matter, asserting that the commuis- 
sariat wanted to Anglicize him, for it is an ineradicable 
belief of your ordinary Frenchman that English people 
habitually dvink tea at dinner. It is in his adaptability 
to ciroumstances that the French soldier 1s most admit- 
able. If he gets mouldy biscuit he does not like it, no 
doubt, but he does what he can fo make the best of it. 
He steeps 1b in warm water, sprinkles it with salt and 
pepper and pork‘fat, and makes a dish which does not 
look very pretty, but tastes remaikably well when one 
has marched all day long; or he breaks it into pieces, 
and makes soup of it along with his preserved moat, 
which is too strong for him, and equally repugnant to 
his natural inclinations, The English soldier would 
thrd¥ the biscuit away, and announce, in a most 
emphatic way, that if he was to fight for his country 
he must be properly fed. The absolute ignorance of 
every Briton of the most elementary notions of cookery 
is quite astonishing. Every Frenchman knows some- 
thing of it, and is ready to take his part in preparing 
seme dish, He makes a remarkably good soup out of 
the most scanty materials, and swishes‘up an omelet 
out of eggs—as to the obtaming of which it is as well 
not to inquire—and chicken eutlets out of a bid, in 
whose transferrence of ownership‘the unlucky villager 
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has probably taken no part, or only &@ most ruoful ono. 
The English soldier leaves evorything to the regimental 
cooks, who make rude but substantial mosses out of the 
best material, without attempting anything beyond tho 
usual routine, and “TommyAtkins” cleaves to his national 
birthright, and grumbles as if ho was boing starvod, 

Té is not merely in commissarins matiors—it being 
granted that the regular commissaviat department in 
both armies is equally uncertain and orratic, that the 
French soldier is superior to the English. Our soldiers 
are too much coddled. They aro allowed sorvants in 
barracks. A ludicrous story is told of a warrior in 
Hong Kong, who lodged a formal complaint against a 
barrack-room sorvant because that lazy monial refused to 
bring him coffee in bedinthe morning. Similartales might. 
be recounted by the half-dozen, The French have no 
luxuries of the kind, yet from the constitution of the 
army there are numerous men of gentlo nurture in tho 
yanks, men who could well pay for a sorvant of their 
own, but ave debarred from doing so by regulation. 

The way in which tho French soliier is loatled on the 
march is undoubtedly absurd, and would nevor bo 
endured by our linesmen, ‘Vo begin with, they carry 
three times the number of cartridges, and their: kithp- 
sacks avo filled with a variety of articles, somo of which 
are absolutely useless on tho campaign, and others that 
with our army would certainly be carried in tho baggage 
train, such as portions of the tent for each section, cooking 
utensil, and parade uniform. Tho Algerian troops and 
the volunteor regiments from Franco wore supplied with 
. no tropical uniforms, and had to trudge laborious, long 
marches in thoir heavy long coats and thick trougers, be- 
sides carrying a spare suit in their kit. Notonly did they 
march thus, bus they absolutely went into action with 
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these encumbrances, and yet were expected to dutmarch 
nimble, light-loaded Chinamen and half-naked pirates. 
It is quite impossible to imagine what “ Tommy Atkins” 
would have said if any one had had the audacity even 
to suggest such a thing, 

No doubt the leavening of educated men in the ranks 
helps to make this cheerful obedience possible. When 
the simple peasant, the man who a year ago was at the 
plough-tail, sees the bachelier-2s-lettres picking feathers 
off a, fowl fox the common pot, and the docteur-2s-sciences 
meekly looking for a dry place in a paddy-field to sleep 
on, he naturally considers it preposterous that he should 
make objections, where these, whom he recognizes as 
hig superiors, say nothing. But this indiscriminate 
mixture of all classes of society in the ranks sometimes 
leads to curious incidents. One comes across a captain of 
Marine Fusiliers fondly embracing his brother, a simple 
gunner in the artillery of the line; « commandant who 
asks his nephew, in the ranks of the Colonial troops, to 
dine with him. There are sometimes even more singular 
relationships ; a lieutenant of the Infanterie de Marine 
had a brother corporal in the Foreign Legion. They 
were Belgians; one lad been naturalized, the other had 
not. 

- It ig as much this intermingling of rich and poor, 
cultivated men and boors, as the usually assigned Re- 
publican principle of the equality of all men, that leads 
to the laxity of discipline which is so noticeable to an 
Bnglishman in the French army. The salute to an 
officer is a slovenly thing at best, a mere jerk up of the 
hand, sometimes only as high as the shoulder, and too 
often rendered only to the officers of a man’s own 
regiment, It is all vory well to say that the thing is s 
mere trifle, that it is a xelief to an officer not to be 
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saluted by every ono in a walk through a crowded camp 
or gariison town, and that it would bo absurd to punish 
& man for such a slight matie: on a campaign; but 
neglect of snch amall things loads to much more soxious 
offences—stiaggling on the march, handing rifles over 
to the too numerous boys thai accompanied the columns 
(the absolute abomination and horror of the energotic 
Négiier and bis soldiorly chief of the staff, Captain 
Fortoul), drinking water anywhere and eyerywhero 
regardless of the protests of the doctors and the orders 
of the officers, and breaking bounds at night. It is 
absurd to say that the men are too intalligent for vigid 
discipline when they make such absolute and criminal 
fools of themselves for want of it. 

Noverthelossthe French soldier is a gallant fellow, brave 
to a fault, never so dehghted as whon he hag heavy odds 
agamst him, peabaps a little too sanguine and vain- 
glorious in victory, and a little 100 despondent under a 
reverse—the faulis of his race~but willing to wndorgo 
any fatigue and any privations to come up with the 
eveny. 


‘ 





CHAPTER XVIII. 


ANNAM—~THE COUNTRY. 


Wee. Tongking Annam is nothing whatever. 
It was only by an accident, a8 we have seen, 
that sho became overlod of the northern province, of 
which formerly she had been a conquest and a colony. 
Easter estimates of population are not worth much, 
but we may at anyiate accept as giving the relative 
proportion the statement which assigns Tongking twelve 
million inhabitants and Annam three. 

The country is simply a narrow strip of territory, 
winding in the shape of the letter S along the eastern 
shoes of the Indo-Chineso Peninsula, botween the 
mountains and the sex. The rivers of Annam are there- 
fore necessarily very short, but they are very numerous, 
and are jomed one to another by a great many canals, 
natural and artificial, which offer abundant means of 
communication almost up to the foot of the lower hills. 
The chief strenms are the Sona-Neva, which rises in 
tho Ba-Hxar country of the northern Inlls, the Tunvona- 
Tum, or Hut river, the Sona-Guana, and the Sona-oa. 

A huge banier of hills separates Annam from the 
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Mitxone yalley, rising up into penks of from 2,60C 
to 6,600 fees in height. Tho iond of this range 
has a yery marked effect on tho climate of tho coun- 
try. Thus, when the moisture-laden south-west mon- 
soon blows in Cochin China, Aunam is in tho middle 
of the dry season, from the month of May to Ootobor, 
Contrariwise, when tho north-cast monsoon has passed 
over the lofty ridge, it hag lost all its humidity, and tho 
Méxone valley becomes dry and parched. 'In summor 
the heat is very great, the thermometer frequonily rising 
over 100° Fahrenheit for days in succdssion. On the 
other hand, a regular winter, when the temperature goos 
down occasionally as low as 45° Fahrenheit, gives 
Annam a great pull over the porpetual summer of the 
Saigon provinces, 

Tho travellor passing up the const from Saigon is not 
favourably impressed with what he seos of Annam, Tho 
country is so natyow that it passes before the eyos like a 
pauorama. The general features aro high wooded 
mountains in the background, bare grassy hills, 
blotched with outcropping rock coming down to the 
sea, and stretches of sandy, flat land lying in betwean. 
There is abundance of excellent ports, but the whole 
country looks like a desort, and tho only signs of Jife 
ave a stray fishing junk or two, and an occasional demon- 
shrine, or tomple, on tho hill-sides. ‘ 

Buvn-Tavan is the first province reached. It is cele- 
bratod as the Zampa, or Crampa, which Ser Marco Polo 
visited in the thirteenth century. Jn thoso days Cramps 
was a kingdom which extonded over tho greator part of 
the egst of Indo-China, Nowadays Brn-Tnvan is only 
noted as a province which has been bandied backwards 
and forwards between Annam and Coghin China, but 
which now rests with the former, to be absorbed in the 
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end with the whole hingdom of Annam. Otherwise 
there is not much to be said about it, except that it is a 
tangle of hills inhabited by a race who are probably the 
last remnantg of the aborigines of this coast. Valuable 
timber, ebony Trac, wood-aloes, and eagle- wood, are said 
to be found fairly abundantly in its hills. 

Kuana-Hoa, the next province to it, round the sonth- 
eastern “point of the peninsula, where the coast begins 
to run north, is very like Bryu-Tauan in its physical 
characteristics. It is principally noted for its silk 
culture, which has Jong been thriving, and is said, with 
proper supervision, to be likely to become very valuable. 

In the next province, Fu-Yxux, the hills begin to diaw 
back o little from the coast, There are more flat lands, 
and consequently greater cultivation. A fair quantity 
of rice, maize, peas,and sugar-cane is produced, and 
the mines of the hills have a great reputation, as yet 
unconfirmed by Western investigations. The southern 
part of the province is marked by the bold headland of 
Cape Varela, a landmark sufficiently prominent from 
tho singular shaft of rock which shoots up to a con- 
siderablo height from the summib, like the end of an 
axle-tree. 

Then comes the province of Brya-Dmva, with the port 
of Qui-nion, open to foreign commerce, and occupied 
by a company of French troops since the treaty of 
1874, The harbour is very fine, forming o vast rec- 
tangle, well protected by a mountainous tongue of land, 
which runs down fo tho east and overlaps a sandy spit 
sjanding straight out from the mainland to within a 
hundred yards of the rocky declivity, crowned by a 
small fort, The effect is very striking when, after 
steaming to all appearance straight into the land, the 
yessel turns suddenly to the right under the abrupt 
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shore and passes into a wido, lovel basin, half water, 
half sandy plain, cased in by lofly mountains which 
yiso up shoer on ovary side. Naturally tho placo is 
broiling hot, and very far from honlthy. Novortholoss it is 
picturesque enough, with tho public offices built by tho 
French, the barracks situated in ploasant gardons, a 
few private houses, the hugo hospital dwarfing every- 
thing else in a sinistor way, and behind tho palm-troe 
tufted village of the Annamese, Considering tho soil, 
the place seems fairly prosperous; but up to 1879 tho 
customs receipts had not exceeded an oighth of the 
expenses of the staff. The Tongking campaign caused 
the withdrawal of the garrison, but ivade still goos on 
in a fitful way, and if tho neighbouring hills roally 
contain ixon, tin, lead, copper, silver, and gold, ag is said 
to be the cnse, tho port may ovoniually becomo flourish- 
ing. 

Tho province Kwane-Nesr, immediately north of 
Bmu-Dinn, is fairly level and therefore agricultural, 
producing the cidinary tropical crops, aud looked upon 
as one of the best tribute-paying districts. 

Beyond this we come to Kwawa-Nam, with ‘ouano 
Bay in the centre of its coasl-lino, ‘his magnificont 
harbour is as fine as tho ports of San Frangiaco, Bio, 
or Sydney. But it is picturosque in a very difforont way, 
Everything is wild, savage, and dosolato-looking.- A 
bluff, stumpy promontory, running up from the south, 
shapes it into the form of tho figure six—a sturdy, 
thick-set figure six—that measures eight miles by sevon. 
As one tuns into this huge bay thore is not a house q 
a sail to be soon. ‘To tho north and east avo huge, 
savage hills, their sides shaggy with forest growth, 
their tops capped with clouds, thoir feet plunged into 
blue water, and cut into crescent-shapod inlets, Ii is 
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not till one comes abreast of the low brushwood-covered 
promontory that the sonthem shore is opened, and 
you see a few scattered fishermon’s huts, scarcely rising 
above the low sandy beach, The two forts on sither 
side of the entrance were pounded to ruins by the French 
guns in 1858 and 1860, and are haidly to be dis- 
-tinguished from the flecks of grey rock that force them- 
selyes through the rank jungle growth. The whole 
prospect is forlorn and desolate in the extreme. No« 
where is a shrine to the devils of the mountain and the 
forest better placed than on the western shore of the 
southern foreland. 

The village of Tourann is baroly visible from the 
anchorage which is in the southern portion of the bay, a 
great part being unfortunately very shallow. Touranc 
is not an impressive village. There are perhaps two 
thousand inhabitants in the long, straggling line of the 
houses that line the left bank of the river Haw, each 
hovel being more wretched than its neighbour, with the 
exception of the brick palace of the ambitious Celestial 
who proclaims himself, on a big sign-board, Four- 
nissowr de Matériel Maritime, There is not much trade 
in the place now, though the inhabitants persuade rice 
andwegetables to grow in what seams to be sand pure 
and undiluted, with drifting dunes in between, that look 
as if the slightest breeze would spread them over the 
svhole face of the country. But there is a considerable 
stretch of level gromd behind, and a railway could 
easily be run down the coast to Kwane-Neat, A canal 
at a trifling cost would prevent the further silting up of 
‘the south of the bay which, thanks to the present course 
of the Han siver, is yearly “becoming serious. But the 
bay must always remain more of an anchorage than a 
centre of trade. The French abandoned the position 

20 
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in 1860 on account of the mortality among their 
troops. 

Four or five milos up the rivor Han, rising up, as if 
they were built out of the sandy beach, are sevoral hugo 
marble rocks. Ono of these is honeycombed into caves 
through and through by the son-waves of remoto con- 
tuvies. The chiof of these caves is turned into a kind 
of natural sanctuary. It is situated nearly at tho top. 
Steps cut in tho natural rock lead into it, and are 
guarded by angels and deyils. An insignificant-looking 
wooden joss-house stands to the right, and facing the 
visitor and to his left are aliars cut in the solid cliff, 
with stolid-looking Buddhas inetalled upon them. Some 
Chinese inscriptions, laboriously chisellod on tho marble 
walls, complete what tho saciilogious hand of man has 
done, The cave is a rough circle of about sixty feet in 
diameter, and perhaps eighty foot high. In the roof aro 
several fissures, shaded by trees and bushos, which 
admit the proper dim rehgious light, and tanglod fostoons 
of creepers and parasito roots hang down in graceful 
dvapery. Water oozes down the walls and stains thom 
ved and green. Without boing exactly impressivo, the 
place is gufliciontly shiking, and is well worth tho 
trudge from the river over {ho yielding sand-dvifta, ~~ 

A little below this, ovor to the sen-front, on a orampod 
platform, is a humble monastery, numbering not more 
than fiye or six buildings. There aro a fay trees to 
give them shade, and a collection of the eccentric shrubs 
that seem to thrive in cléfts of solid rock. Bohind them 
rise the jagged marble pinnacles, and in front is the 
great blue ocean, dotted with sunny islands. In view 
of this grandeur of nature the monks should be good, 
pious anchovites. But they are Jazy, rapacious harpies, 
who prey upon the casual yisttor as if they had gradu- 
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ated in a European show place. These monks make a 
vow of chastity and keep a school of neophytes who ave 
attracted by the prospect of a life of idleness. The 
king assigns them an annual modicum of rice; they 
are freed from religious services and all other corvées, 
and receive abundant alms from tho religious, which 
they eke out at the time of the national festivals by the 
sole of sham relics and fraudulent amulets. They only 
leave thew charming retreat on the occasion of public 
ceremonies, feasts, burials, and other celebrations, where 
they will be well cared for. They have, of course, no 
concern in politics, and but little influence with the 
Goverument; but the sense of deconcy makes the man- 
daring profess to hold them in great respect, and they 
stand correspondingly well with the people. But as 
disciples of the Great Master they would be scouted in 
any proper Buddhist country, like Ceylon or Burma. 
The royal road from Saigon to Hux skirts the bay and 
olumbs thiough a gorge in the northenn hills, but 16 1s 
too small to be seen from the harbour. By this road 
Hut is about sixty-five miles off, and this distance, over 
a yery heavy country, the couriers cover in twenty-seven 
hours. This Tram, or postal system, was established in 
thesleventh century, when Annam was still a portion of 
the kingdom of Craupa, The mam Tram stations con- 
sist of one big room, surrounded with a hitle ontiench- 
ment for protection, tho situation being occasionally 
very exposed. The name of the place is always written 
in large Chinese characters over the entrance, and there 
we always men ieady to carry on a despatch. The 
smaller Trams axe only intended for shelter, and are 
usually eight miles apart. The larger Tram posts are, 
- in level country, at distances of sixteen or seventeen 
miles, in the hilly districts af half that interval. The 
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coutiors vide at a sharp trot. They woar no particular 
dvess, aud ave very seldom armed; but nevyortheless 
they are always vecognizablo, They carry their de- 
spatehes in a bamboo tubs slung over the shoulder, 
and bells at theix bridlo rein announce their coming. 
Tho village streets ave immediately cleared of all ob- 
stacles, the boatman has his canoo roady at tho foxy, 
and in front of the Tram stands the relief courior ready 
to cary on the message, In this way despatches are 
hurried across the country at an extraordinary pace, 
and what would occupy the ordinary traveller three 
days is covered by the Trax in one. 

After one passes the hugo wooded point of Tounann, 
which scems all the higher from tho brusque way in which 
it springs out of the soa, and the two picturesquo little 
wooded hillocks that mark the south ond of the lagoon, 
which conducts all the way up from here to Hus, the 
coast falls in a vemarkable way, and thero is nothing to 
be seen but low rolling sand-hills with an occasional 
woobegono hamlet. ‘This is tho character of all tho 
Kwane-Duo coast, the province in which ILuis is sttu- 
ated. To the north it is scantily wooded, that is the 
only difference. Well back from tho coast ave somo 
undulating spurs, but the main rango is far away onthe 
horizon. So wo avo carried throngh Kwang-Tnr and 
Kwane-Binn to the ruined old wall, with hare and thero 
loopholes still visible, which in former days served ag - 
the boundary between Annam and Tongking. Those 
northern provinces assimilato to the soil of Tongking, 
and are much more fertilo than the others, But the 
low seaboard with no landmarks, and the reefs which 
yun fax out to sea, are very dangerous, and the Anna- 
meg themselves dolorously call it “the const of ixon.’, 

Another disagreeable feature of these parts was, till 
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within the last year or two, the abundance of pirates. 
As itis with the Chinaman, piacy comes as natural to 
the Aunamese fisherman as rapacity and stealing does 
to the mandarin. The native practitioners were usually 
“beheaded, but the Chinese junks, from the Gao Tao and 
the Thousand Islands to the north, were most feared 
and least often caught. When they were captured they 
were usually canied to the capital and taken into the 
royal service, where they robbed in good ‘company. 
Since France has had a large fleet in these waters, how- 
ever, the pirates have found their occupation gone, and 
have had to betake themselves to the interior. 

In the north of Kwane-Bivu, inland from Cape Vruna 
Kzoa, axe to be found the splendid caves of Bo-Kinu, one 
of the marvels of Annam. Here the river Nean-Nay, one 
of the affinents of the Sona-Grann, is said to pass for . 
miles through subterranean chambers over three hun- 
dred feet high, the roof bristling with stalactites that 
reproduce themselves in the green waters below, and 

" develop as fairy and spectral a scene as can well bo 
imagined. 

From Hor northwards is the most agricultural part 
of the country. The arable land is perhaps one hundred 
athl fifty miles long by fifteen deep on the average, but 
the population is vather scanty. The soil is really good, 
dome low for rice-lands, the rest rising slowly up to the 
grassy intermediate hills, and producing sugat-cane, 
coffee, in the Christian villages, tobacco, cotton, silk, 
cinnamon, and pepper. The missionaries report it to 
“be much healthier than Cochin China and the Tongking 
delta, and infinitely superior to the coast-lands. Some- 
thing may be made of this part of the country, and the 
lower ranges may afford good pastme ground; but except 
for thé minerals which may possibly be discovered, 
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Annam is likely to be always a noody land, largely 
dependent upon its neighbours for food. 

No doubt the country has hitherto beon blighted by 
the leprous plagua of tho mandarins, ‘The Annamose 
Dorrowed their official system from China, and, liko 
everything olse they have sot their hands to, thoy have 
debased and perverted it. It is profossedly tho oxami- 
nation system, but, ag the oxaminalions are managed in 
Annam, the official class has become practically horodi- 
tary, One is nota Kwan's son for nothing. Influence and 
intriguo was all that affected the oxaminas. A high man- 
darin’s son might become successively Cumnu-Iloa, Co- 
Neon, and Tan-Cuz; take all his threo dogroes without being 
able to write botter than a simplo coolie, No doubt all 
ave oqually capable, socing that all avo equally ignorant, 
but that didnot make matters any bottor, Tho governing 
system was to have in every province a Tona-Doo, or 
governor, Under lim were the Kiwan-ay, provincial 
judge and administrator, the Kwan-no, chief rovonuo 
collector, the Tvan-Puv, or lioutenant-governor, who did 
most of the Tore-Doo’s work, this official boing more a 
political agont than anything olso. ‘hon theyo was tho 
Lann-Binn, the commandor-in-chiof of tho logal militia, 
and in the yarious subdivisions of the provincos, horfls 
of departments, circles, and boroughs, Kwan-Puv, Kwan. 
Ilvxyny, and Kwan-Dao. The whole system was yory 
piotiy on paper, but M. Dutrenil du Bhins declarod 
that in practice he found nothing in it but extortion 
and the bastinado, Tho country was organized, nob 
civilized. * 

Besides these, nt the court wore the soven Tntina, 
the Ministers of Public Works and Marino, Finance, 
Foreign Affairs, War, Sacred Rites, tho Interior, and of 
Justice. Their duties wore to eke ont their miserable 
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salaries by fleccing the provincial mandarins. Above 
thom was the Privy Council of the “Fou Columns of 
the Empire,” and above them again, as robber-in-chief, 
the King. Truly the country wanted taking in hand by 
good administiators like the French. 





CHAPTER XIX. 


Tul, TILE CAPITAL, 


TIE Fronch haye ocoupied Tus many months, bub 
they do nob care about lotting forcignors visit 
the ancient Crampa city. The writer was told by tho 
Tongking authorities that to go thore it was nogpssary 
to obtain the sanction of the Annameas Court, That 
yague body proved to bo tho officiont stalking-horso it 
was intonded to be, and the pormiasion was never 
granted, The following description of tho town is thore- 
fore entixely from Fyonch sources, 

Hué is situated on the loft banks of the Tanuona-T'eth, 
between twelve and thirteen miles from tho sea, whoro 
the little village of Tauan-an servos it as a port. Access 
to the river is rendoved difficult by a bar of hard sand 
1,500 yards from the mouth. At no time of the yoar is, 
there more than eleven fect over this bar, and the 
slightest breeze or awell makes it an impassable line of 
foaming breakorg, The mouth of the river is dofonded 
by four forts, two of them on tho extromity of tho river 
bank, two of them on islands a little way behind, They 
wore round, built of stone, with an oarthen rampart all 
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round and a small fosse. Across the lagoon, which as 
it were furnishes the river with two mouths, there is 
another fort abreast of a barrier formed by a quintuple 
line of piles, runnmg out from the shore to meet one 
another at an angle of sixty degrees, leaving a passage 
ouly about sixty or seventy feet wide in mid-stream. A 
thousand yards farther is another barrier running at 
right angles to the bank, and protected by another brace 
of forts. 

It was this system of defences that Admixal Courbet 
attacked in August, 1888. The King Tu-Duo had died 
on the 17th of July previous, and a Prince Duo-Dvo had 
succeeded him, a nephew, who was beheved to be pledged 
to hatyed of the French. The admiral arrived with two 
jronclads, the Bayard and the Atalante, the gunboats 
Pipere and Lyna, and the despatch boats Chédteau- 
Renand and Droc, on the 16th. On board was Dr. 
Harmand, the Commissaiy-General, with an ultimatum 
and a draft treaty, already signed by himself. The 
Annamese refused to give up the forts, and the bom- 
bardment commenced at five o’clock on the evening of 
the 18th. The Annamege returned fire immediately, 
and there was a brisk engagement for the time that day- 
light remained. Tho Bayard and the Lynx were both 
hit, but no material damage was done on either side. 

Next day the squadron re-commenced fire, and con- 
tinued all day long, notwithstanding that the Annamese 
dire was from the first feeble, and eventually completely 
silenced. On the 20th of August, to the sound of the 
Mavseillase trom the admiral’s band, and covered 
by the fire of the two gunboats, a thousand men were 
landed. The forts were taken easily enough in spife of 
tho resistance of the garrison with what feeble arms they 
had. The village, a mere line of miserable cottages, 
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was fired to cover tho retreat, but it proved bub a slight 
obstaclo, and tho Fronchmon shot down tho wrotchod 
pengant soldiors in tho Ingoon after a fashion which was 
described, to tho horror of Huropo, by a French officer, 
Tle was cashioved for giving a somewhat florid account 
of what necdod softening down rathor than a vivid 
description. 

In the afternoon tho bairior forts wero carried iny 
much tho same fashion by tho Pipere and Lyna, and by 
nightfall the wholo dofonces wore in Mronch hands. At 
three in the morning tho arrival of the Minister of 
Foreign Afiairs from Tné to troat was announced, An 
aimistica was airanged, but Dr. Tlarmand would sign 
no treaty except at ITur, and thero accordingly, on tho 
26th of August, he got tho signatures of thoix Excellencies 
Tran-Dinn-Tuo and Nevyrn-Trona-Line to tho treaty 
which he had brought with him, tho principal point of 
which was the recognition of tho French Protectorate 
over Annam and Tongking, tbe country to havo no 
communications with foroign powors, China ospedially 
included, oxcopt through tho I'ronch Rosident. M, 
Panasys po Crampmavx waa loft with fivo hundrod 
soldiers as Resident in ILué. 

The river betweon Tuuay-sn and Ilué passos betwoen 
flat vico-fielda only divorsifiod by the usual villages and. 
tree-surrounded pagodas, At length, from Mona-oa, tho 
inland. port, whero thoro is from twolve to twenty-four 
feot of water, ono catches sight of the capital, Tanan-ILut, 
“The City.” 

The siver and a canal surround tho place on qvety 
side, ‘Liko all Annameso citios it is divided into two 
portions—the official town, or citadol, and tho outside 
portion, which one might almost call the suburbs, were 
if not that it 18 thero only that tho citizens reside, Inside 
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all ave either officials and their train or soldiers. This 
outside town is nothing more than a wretched village of 
bamboo huts, two or three streets of shanties, with an 
occasional britk house belonging toa Chinaman. The 
cotamercial town is nothing like so important as the 
same portion of half a score similar places in Tongking. 

The citadel, with its moat 120 feet wide, is a huge 
quadrilateral, close on two miles to the side, with o half- 
dozen large bastions on each face, cach bastion with 
sixteen guns more or less antiqualian. Gateway towers 
in the Chinese architectmal style cover the entrances, 
aud paltry thatched buts shield the guns from the 
inolemency of the weather. Inside this a1¢ public offices 
and monuments, barracks, inferior mandarins’ houses, 
and the hke, very promment among which is the magni- 
ficont palace presented, in 1878, by his majesty to the 
Couit Executioner. Headsnfen in the East ave cither 
the lowest of the low or very exalted personages, for 
they often have exalted heads to lop off. 

Tuside this exterior line comes another, 760 yards 
square, but unfortified. This encloses the dwellings of 
the royal attondants and retinue, surrounded by gardens 
and pleasure-grounds. The city, so-called, is therefore 
matt up of what lies within these two enceintes. There 
ate shady walks, wide squares, broad streets. The 
houses themselves ae fax beyond what one ordinarily 
8ees, even in trading towns, where there are no high 
mandarins. In one quarter there are a number of 
workmen and artificers of different kinds, for whenever 
aman displays particular slut] he is cared off and 
taken into the royal service on # pittance of rice and 
a handful of cash a month. There are also vast rice- 
sheds, arsenals, containing, it is said, four thousand 
pieces of cannon, and treasuries. 
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Tusido the second line comos tho royal oncloguye, shut , 
in within walls as formidablo as those opposed to tho 
world. This central work ig also a square, conconiric 
with the others. ‘Till 1883 no Buropoan had over 
penetrated within its sacred walls, Nono but the highost 
mandarins woro allowed to enter, and privacy was made 
the more cortain by the fact that the common peoplo 
wore not even allowed to pass through tho gates of tho 
owtermoat line. Tho palace and the capital wore thus 
singularly well-situated to resist hostilo attack, but the 
fortifications were built at the beginning of the century 
uidor tho direction of the Fronch colonel, Ollivier, on, 
the Vauban systom, and wero altogothor out of dato; 
besides that, they required a forea of fowr thousand men 
merely to hold tho outer walls. M. Dutreuil du Rhing 
did not place the total population at a highor figure than 
thirty thousand, wilh porbaps thirty thousand moro for 
the surrounding villages, 

Duo-Duo had vanished on tho arrival of tho French 
troops, Dr. Harmand theroforo put on tho throne a 
prince named Ilimp-Iloa, a brothor of ‘ty Dio, who 
promised to bo as comploto a syphor as was desired, 
He had barely boon on tho throne throes months, how- 
ever, when ho was poisonod by tho national party, «Tho 
French Residont set up in his placo a youth, nephow of = 
Tu Duo, who was expected to bo plastic, ‘Lo ratify tho 
August troaty M, Tricou, on his way back from China, 
proceeded to Tus. Of tho public audience then ‘granted, 
the following is a writton account, furnished by a I'vench 
eye-witness :— * 

“On the morning of the Sth of January, 1884, the 
day fixed for the ceremony, the glacis which separates 
the walls of the citadel of Hud from the xiver was 
covered with people, eager to sea the foroigners who, for 
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the first time, were to obtain an entrance within the 
walls of theix inviolate capital, and anxious as to the 
consequences of this unprecedented departure from 
Annamese custom.: 

‘The two cannon which had been brought up from 
Tnvan-an on the first alarm of the death of King Hrmp- 
Hoa were pointed at the citadel, and the troops formed 

_ up in line in the passage separating the principal 
entrance to the Legation from the landing-place., Among 
the Frenchmen but one feeling prevailed. All desired 
to see a satisfactory termination to this audience which 
the Government of Hué had been induced to accord, and 
which might be fraught with the most serious con- 
sequences. The sun shone brightly; the air was pure 
and sweet. A quiot silence reigned, save fox the distant 
low murmurs of the Aunamese troops drawn up within 
the citadel. 

“ At a quarter to eight o’clock, the First Chamberlaia 
of the Empire arrived at the Legation to seek the 
Minister of France and the Resident of Hué, and to 
conduct them to the royal presence, The procession 
started from tho Legation on foot, passing between the 
ranks of French soldieis, who presented arms, while the 
trufpets sounded a march. At the head came M. 
Tricou, Minister Plenipotentiary of France, Envoy Ex- 
traordinary to Hué, and M. Palasne de Champeaux, 
Resident of France at the court of Hué. “After them 
came Captain Lejard, commanding the forces in 
Tnavn-an, M, Galy, Secretary to the Minister, and Captain 
Ritdiguet of the Marme Infantry. The barge in which 

, they embarked was towed across the river by 2 steam- 
launch from Traun-an, and was followed by the sampans 
bearing Viam-Ning and Ins suite. A short distance from 
the landing-stage stood richly ornamented palanquins fox 
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“King Kimy-Pave thon said that he rogarded Franco 
as atviondly nation, and that ho only desirod to see the 
good relations which had always oxistod botwoon tho two 
~ notions continue and prosper, A treaty had been. con- 

.. cluded at Hué by Mi Harmand, after the capture of 

'-" Tuan-an; but certain clausos of this treaty bore. so 
hardly on the Annamose nation that ho was: very 

_ desizous of seeing somo amendment made. THe counted * 


- ,on the kindness of the President of the Republic to 


agree to some slight modifications in favour, of the 
people of Aunam, who were devoted to him, 

“M. Tricou replied that he was much gratified with 
tho statemonts of the King, and that he would faithfully 
roport thom to the Presidont, of whose accoptance of 
thom he had no doubt, Tho Minister, after again 
saluting the King, withdrew and, with his. suite, loft ae 
palace. 

At the gates of the city an immense dota WAS 
nssombled, but the Annameso now no longer regarded 
tho French as: foes, but as allios. As & proof of his: 
friondship, H. E., tho Regent, nocepted M. Tricou's in. © 

- vitation to broakfnat, Toasts wor drunifand veaponded 
to, and a long convorsation was carviod on, during 
which tho Rogent promised to use his influence to indtise* 
the Council of Ministers to conform to modorn’ idea tT 
and, whon their excollencies separated in the ovening,” : 
France could count one ally the more.” ‘ 

This is a tolerably fair acsount, but it was a good 
deal too sanguine. As a matter of fact, * the private 
interview between the Regent and M.. Tricow: was xb: 
altogether pleasant. Tho Vrau-Nina protested inefiga~" 

» tually against the too numerons introdustions of French’ 
‘officials into the ‘country, but. was assured: that thi 

. would ‘prove note source of impoyerishmen 
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» worth, Ele was then asked if M. Harmand was aecopt- 

able to the. country as Commissary-Genoral, M. Har- 
‘mand ’-had just been xecalled, and, instead of coming 
up to EHué with tho. Minister Plenipotentiary, had gono ‘ 
‘atraight on.to Saigon. The Regont exprossed iis most 
lively. delight that the imperious doctor had had nothing 
to do with the negotiations.’ ‘No, no,” ho said, “I 
consider M, Harmand incapable of. directing. affairs 
here. Up to.the pregont he has done nothing hut create 
trouble and confusion.” This was an opinion shared by. 
many Frenchmen and all foreigners, 

It then came out that tho principal softening down 
‘of the treaty: that tho.young King wished for was tho _ 
employment of. some. other namo than Protectorate. 
‘On: this point, however, M. Tricou was infloxible. 
“annot the Protectorate, which must..eventually ex- 

: tinguish. Annam, be ‘replaced by something clso?” 
pleaded the Regent. ‘No,” said the Plenipotentiary ; 
_ your Excelloncy suggests to mo precisely what Lr 
_ Huxe-Cuana suggosted two months ago. ‘China doo’ 
‘not -want war,’ said ho, ‘dut-loave us Tongking.’ Your 
. Hxcellengy aske the game thing, You ask-us to give 
“up: ‘tho. Protectorate and keop: the rost—thas is to say, 


nothing.” ‘The wretched mandarin might well’ havo 





«=e Fnid, With the Protectorate, you. tnko everything, and 
leave us nothing.” This practically-closed the conver: 
“sation, and loft the mandaving mucli more half-hearted 
gles than the French supposed. * 
Shortly. afterwards several high mandarins not out 
ffom ‘Hué overland to Hanoi to pay thoir regards to 
the governor, Genoral Millot... Thoy were nob vory.. 
expeditious, and did not avrive till tho early days of 
Marokyjust before tho departure of tho forces aguinst 
Bacninh, they were rocoived with gront stato, . A a 
: 21 ; 
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of five hundred mon imnod oub to wolcome thom, and a 
_ salute of six guns was fired. Tho gonoral's band, which 
_ had only arvivod a day orto proviously, playod tho Mar. 
‘gcillaise gud some opova-houlto airs, Neuyen-Vin Tidne , 
intorviowod tho gonoral, and said plonsant things; 
viowed an ascont of fold-balloons with apparont inte. 
vost, and saé through a. lunch at General Brive de 
Viglo’s, ‘hon, he wont off to turn. the local Tona-Doo 
out of his hongo, and a day or two afterwards loft on his 
rofurn journoy. His Exeolloncy lookod only a little more 
dobauchod and villainous than other Annameso notabili- 
- tiog, Wo had a atvong guard of rod-coated Ilud aoldiory, ' 
with inlaid mothor-of-peaxl soabbards to thoix awords, 
some proporty guns and spoars,: two tarnished gold 
wnbrollas, and four ordinary black ones. Ho had 
ostensibly como to help to ro-organizo tho country, but 
hig ret journey was markod by several highly sua- 
picious cixoumstances. ‘In various villages. of Tray 
Hoa and Newi-Aw he made helt for several days; and - 
shortly after he passed south thore wore BOM ANNs» 
‘guinary visings against tho Christians, who ara vory 
numorotis ‘there. :Sovon Jvench. pricsis were put to 
death, a groat many of their flock murdored, and one or 
two now citadels wore commonced, 'Lho ond of thaary 
senson, however, preventad a punitive expodition, alt 
affairs in the southern provinces aro notin a state that 
_ suggests much cordial alliance with the tench there. 
Mattors wont on in an unsatisfactory way until the 
“beginning of August, 1884, whon-the anti-lvench. man- 
~-daring, under the guidance, it ié said, of the irredom- 
cilable old Prince, Humu-Ki-Vinw, poisoned. the poor. 
little boy-king. Ib is said that his private guard: was . 
ingtrnoted to present him with a sabre'and a onp of. 
: olen. The. poor, hoy tie. him wait; and walled in’ an 
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agitated way up and down his room. Tho gontinel got 
tired of this, laid hands on-him, fluhg him on tho floor, 
and forced the poison betwoon his teeth. 

» A fifth king on tho throne within thirteon months 
does’ not say much for the stato of the kingdom of 

’ Annam. Ham-Near is the new puppet. He was 
evowned on the 17th of August, 1884, in the presence of 
representatives of all arms of the French service, They 
were allowed to enter the palace by the gate, till then 
gaored to those of royal blood. His Majosty will soon 
Pecome as much a mere figure-head as King Nordvow of ; 
Punhele: Hoe was a fetich, he is a farce. 





CHAPTER XX. 


SAIGON, 


AIGON, liko Kromo, tho old name for Tanai, means 
S the {*groat market.” In the days of Annamese 
rule the town was called Gra-Dinn-Unant. lt is situ. 
ated on the right bank of the xiver in a kind of square 
formed by the Doxwat, tho avalanche ovedk, tho Chinose 
creek, and the canal connecting these two * arroyos,’! 

Before the French occupation Saigon was the capital 
of Lower Cochin Chinn, and the residonee of the Kixa~ 
Gvos, tho Governor of tho southern proviness, Tn 
1886, the fortifications erected north and south Metho 
town by Colonel Ollivior, tho ongincering officer in 
Emporor Gra Loxa’s pay, wore destroyed by rebel bands. 
They wero built up again in successive toigns only to bo 
captured in 1868 by Admiral Rigault do Genouilly, Tn 
those days the down was nothing but p collection of huts 
huddled togethor and built on pilos along tho banks of 
the numerous water-ways. vail bridges of a fow 
bamboos lashed together wore tho only means of com- 
munication otherwise than by boat, for tho muddy shoro 
+ was impracticable. A picture of the town ag it then 
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was may bo seon in any Burmeso or Siameso villago, or 
indeed inland in Cochin China itself. 

A couplo of years lator, whon the town was still 
monaced from tho lines at Kr-Iloa, Saigon was hardly 
moro alivactivo, It was little botter than a long sixoot, 
with ovory hexe and there a desolate vacant space, Tho 
houses were mostly of wood, thatched with the leaves of 
the dwarf palm, with now and again tho red-tiled roof 
of a brick building, A large number of junks thronged 
tho river, and made a sort of floating town, such as tho 
Chinaman and the Siamese loves. Along tho banks of 
tho Chineso arroyo, however, the enterprising Colestials 
had already built themsolves rows of substantial brick 
and mortar dwollings, somo of them old, tho majority 
new. ‘ 

While the Fronch garrison was besieged in the citadel, 
ponding tho reloaso of the troops omployod in China, 
eyon this misorable town was destroyed. Night after 
night incondiavios came in from tho Kr-Ifoa linos, and 

- not even tho instant oxcention of many of thom, soizod 
torch in hand, could save tho place. Nothing bul tho 
Chinamen's housos romained whon at longth the Kr-loa 
works wore stormod in 1864. 

“Téday Saigon presonts a grea contrast with its fino 
wSebads, boulevards, squares, and public buildings. It is 
woll known as one of the most attractive towns in tho 
Hast, Owing nothing to natural advantages, if can 
quite hold its own with Ilong Koug and Singapore, of 
which the txavellor brings homo onthusiastie momorios. 

' he buildings of Ilong Kong aro imposing, bul Fronch 
taste makos moro out of less material, Tho roads of 
Bingapore, half suggestive of tho jungle, supply abun- 
dance of beautiful drives, but the boulovards of tho French 
town, without losing thoir tropical charactor, are inf 
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nitely pretticr. Hivory houso has its gardon, spruce and 
trimly kopt. Tho public officos aro spacious, without 
the dreary, warehouse look of most of our British build. 
ings of tho kind. Singapoxo pridos itself on its Govern- 
ment UWouse as the finest in tho Mast, bul it has not the - 
grand fagado of tha Palais du Gowvernement, though ié 
has incomparable advantages in situation. Tho French 
abuso the admiral who built tho palaco, and Jamont the 
twelve million of francs it cost, but if if wore destroyed 
by an earthquake thoy would build another oxactly like 
it and for the same price. 

Tho plan of the town is conccived with the ambition 
which foresees the gront Indo-Chinoso Empiro, Admiral 
dela Grandidvo, who laid out Saigon, dreamed that it 
was to be a town of fivo million gouls, and ho marked 
out its limits with this grand idoa in his mind. Timo, aa 
it rolled on, has not justified his hopos. Saigon doos not 
indeed docroase in numbers. ‘Thore is evon a stoady 
increage, but it will bo far on in noxt contury before the 
admiral’s skoloton town ceases to raise a smile. 

But if in one way Saigon beats English colonios, it is 
yery inferior in others. Uho Rue Catinat is tho prido of 
Saigon, but itis amore stroot of shops. Thoro is only one 
Fronch moreantilo firm in all Saigon; tho vost a, 
Germans, or other foreignors, but principally Germans. 
Noyortheless, tho Rue Catinat isa charming stroat, for 
all its shops. Thero aro claborato cafés, most soduatively 
open; thore are grocorios and hosiers and hatters anc 
saddlers shops ; there are apothecaries halls and I French 
and Chineso jowellory storos; thero ayo shops whore 
Qhinamon make boots and shoes and Enropean clothos > 
thevo avo hotels, thero is s tomporary thontre, and there 
are Parisian Magasins—let us not forget the Coquet 

*4 Magasin of la Doriani, At the uppor ond, just bofora 
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one reaches the open apace where stands the pretentious 
eathedrel, you pass various public offices—thoso of tho 
interior, tho iroasury, the posts and telegraphs, and others, 
all of them admirably neat. Thero are other delightful 
atreots in Saigon, but none of thom can compare with 
the Rue Catuat. 

Tt is not fair to compare Saigon with Tong, Kong or 
Singapore. We have held these colonies for a long 
time now. Rangoon makes a better comparison. We 
have now occupied the capital of British Burma seven 
years longer than the Fronch have held Saigon. Tho 
contrast between the two towns is instructive. In 1881 
Saigon had a population of 19,481, This was tho town 
proper, and did not include the surrounding villages. 
Tho huga enceinte of tho town, however, thusts away 
these suburbs so fox that thoy cannot reasonably bo 
counted in. Still, allowing them a population of 10,000, 
which is liberal, and counting in Croney with 89,926, 
wo havo a grand total of 68,406 in 1881. At tho consus 
of 1880 Rangoon had a population of 184,176, and it is 
growing by leaps and bounds. ‘ho yillagos of Poozoon- 
poune and Kouenpie do not leave us much doubt as 

to whothor thoy should be inoludod or not. Thoy aro 

»- drAdy on tho point of being engulfod, just ag London 

“Hog swallowed up tho villages of last century, tho Iligh- 
gates and Chelscas and Kensingtons, 

But Rangoon is not a boautiful town, ‘hore are 
people whom it is impossible to suspect of prevoncsivad 
malice, who do not hesitate to doclare that ib is catromoly 
gly. Government Ilouse, Rangoon, is fairly wator- 
tight. Boyond that it would bo affectation to make any 
adsortions, ‘Tho only public buildings which protend to 
be anything at all but simple coverings are the Town 
Hall, which is quasi-Oriontal, a kind of half-caste 
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evection, and on the other side of I’ytcho Squaro tho now 
, Law Courts, apparontly designed by some one with o yery 
” ‘mnisty veoollection of Gothic.architectuvo. '‘Thoro is not 
a doubt that, as far.as appearances go, our Burmese 
capital cannot be mentioned in tho samo day with 
Saigon, Still, after all, tho genoral object of ovory one 
in going to tho Bast is not so much to make a -groat 
show as to gather fogother a roasonablo store of picoos 
of money. -‘Lhat tho Rangoon merchants omphatioally 
do; but the Saigon storokeopors do not. 1% comes to 
the old story. ‘We ave a nation of shopkoepers.. The 
queor thing is, is is the Fronchmen who noyor got 
heyond the shop. 
In 1880, leaving out of account tho militar ya ahd naval | 
: foxeos there wore in Saigon 1,009: Huropoans, * Of those 
1,047 wore French, sovontoon woro Wnglish, and twolve 
Gormang. . The Frenchmen were mostly servants of. the 
Government. Tho rest word shopkcopers and tho’ like, 
The Germans. and English wore tho merchants, and 
could easily have bought up tho rest of the population, 


Té troubles the French groatly to account for this un.) - 


satisfactory stato of affairs, Iéw Fyonchmon. care to 
emigrate, and tho reasons thoy givo aro very various, 
Tho colony is too fax off; too little known, No'ond 

an idea of what may not happon in a place where the 
Government is so military and so despotic. ‘he State 
does not yot aid emigration, I'ronchmen who havo any’ 


- money at.all prefer to stay at home. Thosa who hava. +” 


none might as well stay whore they are. The Chinoie . 
‘alone used.to be looked on with. favour, and. they werd: 
masters of tho situation. Finally, a. singular reason is 
given, which it is almost i anne 
: “understand, 
sor-ruin: then 


‘ 
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: The Colonial Government mixes itsolf up in all thoir 
‘affairs, A governor can tum out any ono, whether 
Frenchman or foreigner, whenever ho pleases, The 
consequence of all,this is that hardly a-solitary Fronch- 
man makes money in Saigon. Thoro is abundance of . 
‘money to bo made, but. those who make it are all 
_ foreigners and mostly Chinamen. If it were not that 
tho cdlony isso near to the Middle Kingdom, it would 
hardly havo‘ attained to the moderate degree of pros- 
.périty which it now enjoys. If Burma were as easily 
got at from China as Cochin China is, we should not 
have. sé much land lying wnitilled as is now the case in 
“Prev and Texassmnnt, 
. Still the frot remains that Cochin China, so far from 
boing a profitable :possossion, is’ actually an oxpense to 
the Horne Government, British Burma, on tho othor 
hand, has now for many years paid on annual surplus 
_dnto the Indian exchequer of a million sterling, and this 
even during tho last fow years, whon trade with the - 
interior has beon to a gront oxtent thrown out of gear 
owing to tho vagaries of our objoctionablo neighbour, 
' King Tumynav. 
sake great want of the Fronch in Saigon is capital for 
‘ Be ‘ew uational houses. there are. ‘ho majority of 
" " Gloso who aro in business are simply storekoopers, but 
there ave a fow morenntile houses. While the unfoy- 
. titete French merchant struggles fora living, and can 
barely keap- his head above water, the English and 
Gorman houses, thanks to the resources at their baok, 
: have no difficulty in drawing to thomselyes all the 


. exterior commerce that is worth having. As to the.” 


., Interior, the trade there is, as everywhere: else where . 
‘there ‘ave’ Chinamen, entirely in Colestiel hands. ‘Lhe 
fact that the German housos should hayo tho better of 
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_ them in the matter of money is tho most bitber -pill of 
all, fox ia it not an axiom that Franco. is.rich and 
Germany poor? With Englishmon it is another maitor, ; 
for all Englishmon aro rich, and all of them are 9 shop : 
keopers. 

The Saigonnais congratulate themeclvos~ that thoy 
have got rid of tho proconsule militaires. Tho admirals 
of the old days considered themselves, on shore ag well 
ag.on the quarter-deck, maitres apres Dieu. Tho whole 
career and ofton tho roputation of tho officials was at 
theit moray. Seoing that tho town is aimply ville de 
fouctionnaives this was barely satisfactory. ‘Tho subor- 
dinates all took tho charactor of their chief. ‘Thoir sole 
‘endeavour was to roflect tho sontimonts and follow tho 
ways. of the viewa de la montagne. But ovon now with 
the civilian governors, two of whom have sueceeded one 
another, it doos not appear that mattors have. mended , 
very much. Thero ave not enough independents, -or” 
rather non-officials, to constitute what might ho anlled - : 
public opinion. ‘The officials swamp ovorybody at the. 
elections ; -besides tliat, many of thoso who might be 
indopondont aro bound to support the governor, for the 
sake of tho contracts that may bo, got by blind baoking 
through thick and thin. It is not therefore sougm$o 
deny that Saigon is une ville morte, Tho misory is thaé* 
there is no aitempt to resurrect it, nothing dono’ to 
bring it-to life. again. . The, only idea that suggests 
© itself is. to go farther afield, to strotch out in all direo- 

, tions—to, Annam, Tongking, Hainan, Laos, Siam. ; 

A blot on m sheet of papor is a.naaty thing, but is 
does not improve matters to spread it-all over the pages 
“The Secretary of tho Interior writes that ‘thera remains. ~ 
an ‘enormous amount. of work to be done: before’ the: Re 
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ansiver he gots ig that it is useless to confine himeolf 
to Cochin China, like a snail in its shell. - Ii is not-cnasy 
to'see how a bad system of government will bo any the 
lesa harmful ina larger area. Bad French government 
in Tongking or in Annam is a doubtful substitute for 
a feeble native government, or. want of any government . 
at all. Camboja doos not show much for ita fifteen 
years of. French management, except that it has ab last 
practivally fallen into French hands. The king was 
barbarous'ruffian bofore; he is a civilized Beta 
now. , The people are just as they wore, 

Tulfo in Saigon finds its excitement in play and in 
gossip at tho cafés. Tho gamosters keop very late 
hours, and this accounts in somo degreo fox the almost 
univorsal practice of the siesta, So.does ‘tho habit of 

eating an enormous breakfast at eleven or twelve o'clock; 
with wino, chasse of cognac or liqueur, and finally beer. 
"A gorgod cobra kind of sleep is the natural result, and 
“it i. gone about in the most systomatie way. ‘The 
- morchant shuts up his office, tho shopkeopors. put 
“up their shuttors, the cafés avo dosortod. Everybody 
calmly undresses and gots into his meauresque, the sleop- 
ing’ jacket and “ pyjama” of Indian, and goos to bed 
ayia, not to got up again till tivo in the afternoon, 
“The custom is a grontnuisance to strangers, who caimot 
 undorstand the indignation of tho hairdresser at boing 
* called out of bed at one in we day to cut a stupid new . 
~ aarival’s hair. 

, Opium- smoking is of course common among tho’ 
people.’ Tho Chineso introduce it wherever they go. a 
But -it.is also very largely practised by the French . 

*-yesidents, notably by the officers in the Colonial army, 
Opium-smoking is absurdly abused by people who know ° 
nothing whatever about it. An opium pipe is porhaps 
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the best thing a man can tako aflor an oxhausting 
march, when fatigno drives uwny sloop, or in a mala- 
rious country, whoro tho fovor fumes riso thick and 
heavy out of tho marshes and rank jumglo growth. 
Then it is a positive blessing, and suporior to a pipo of 
tobacco; butibis a difforont matter intho towns. Opium 
ig no more harmful in modoration than alcohol or 
tobacco; bub whon a man yogularly smokos himsolf to 
sleop with his half-dozen, or his dozen, or his score 
of pipes, aftor broakfast and dinnor, the habit becomes 
dangerous; tho blessing becomes a curso, just as any 
oxcess is pernicious. Tating too much kills moro pooplo 
than anything elso in tho Gast. No doubt tho opium 
pipe ia vory soduclivo, and thorofore any tendency to ils 
systematic uso should be checked. Over-fdulgonce 
retards tho digestion and slackons tho nerves, and so 
produces atrophy. 

Unfortunately thore avo 100 many [ronchmen who 
indulgo to excoss. hey lonrn tho habit in tho worst 
way, through tho Conaar, the “mooami” of Annam, 
That damsol is ono of tho first things a Tronchman 
procures when ho reaches the country, and prominont 
officinls do not hesitate to aunomneo in print that tho 
languago can only, and, as a matler of fnot, is Wy, 
learnt through the cocotte, Tho girl is a rogulax pieao™ 
of furniture, for sho is bought from hor family—at a vory 
cheap rato 100, for tho Annamoso aro prolific ; but never- 
theless sho usually takes command of tho establishmont. 
Sho is a not unatiractivo hussy, and makos tho bogt of 
her timo, for sho is quito awaro that comolinoss, eape- 
cially Oriontal comclinoss, is a vory transient thing. She 
is therefore corrupt and rapacious in the extrome, and, 
the better to manago her plans, teachos her master to 
stoke opium, But it would be well if hé only smoked 
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in the company of his chére amie. To vory often gocs 
to much worse places. There is something peculiarly 
degrading in tho spectacle of an officer in full uniform 
styelched at fall length on the filthy boards of « stew, 
smoking himsolf into stupor. Too many of them be- 
come possessed of an ambition to colour a pipe for 
themselves. When a man starts colouring an opium 
or a tobacco pipe, or a cigarette tube, ho becomes a 
mero slave, and should havo some ono to take care of 
him. 

There ave two delightful and well-caved-for gardens in 
Saigon—tho Town Gardens and the Botanical Gardens. 
This is tho great promenado, uulegs tho band is playing 
on Thursday nights at tho Cercle des oficiers, undor the 
shadow of tho cathedral. The Botanical Gardens are 
well supplied with Oriental troos and plants of all kinds, 
and additional attraction is allorded by the aviarios and 
the collection of wild animals—orang-outangs, alli- 
gators, sorpents, deor, and tigers. ‘The tigora avo fino 
spocimons, and you will bo takon to sce them at night 
on the chance of honring thom roar and seoing the 
flamo of thoir oyes. 

The market is also ono of tho sights of the place. 
‘Theo ig a shed in tho middlo, whero tho Annamese are 
established, and sell provisions of all sorts—moat fresh, 
dubious, and dried; fish in overy stato, from thoso that 
havo still a flick left in the tail to Nudo-mam, a noisome 
liquor strained off the captures of many months since; 
fruit, oges, vogotables, and all the mystorious roots and 
dried loaves and fibres that the Cochin Chinaman lovos. 
Round the sides of tho rectangle aro rangod tho litilo 
shops of tho “ Malabara”"—the Frenchman indigorimi- 
nately calls every Indian, from o Sikh to a Burman, a 
Malabar ;’? and further, transfers tho name to tho 
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hack carvieges which Madrasig or Malays usually 
drive, ‘Tho Indian trader offers a great contrast to the 
Chinaman. Ho shouts, and elamours, and pounces 
down on every Indy, and uses all his powors of por- 
suasion aud volubility to induco hor’ to onter his booth 


to buy of his stock, usually cloth goods of an inferior - 


character. Tho Chinaman, on tho othor.hand, sits 
tranquilly fanning himself, and makog no attempt, by 
word ox gesture, to ativach & customer; yet ho makog 
the more money of the two. 

We aro told that tho fivo boulovards, tho thirty-nine 
stvests and the threo quays of Saigon, measure twenty- 
three miles, three hundred and sixteon yards, . 'Thia is 
satisfactory, but their appearance is moro 80, They are 
broad, constructed at right anglos to ono mother, and 
metalled with. Brey-Hos stono, The pavoments are 
everywhore well shaded with thick’ foliaged treos of 
all kinds, and the drains avo woll looked aftor by the 


municipality, Lamps lino them .at regular intervals, 
_ and avo filled with oil, gas boing as yol, and likely long: 


' to remain, too expensive on account of-the want of coal, 


The water supply is good, and the hygiono, public and: 


private, is well attonded to. On tho whole, if tho Fronch- 


mon would live a healthier life, there ig no vetson ‘why 


standing the excessive hents, 


Croton is the place where all tho ronal trade of Snigon ~ 


isdone, It ig just wndor four miles off, and a ateam 
- tramway keeps up'a yvogulay sorvico evdry ‘half-hour, 


The town is, to ajl intents and purposes, Chinege ; for ‘ 


_» though they number only about half the total population;:' 
.. they have all, the trade, and all the shoys, and all + 








est: howses, to say nothing of the money, C. 
migrants established: the town in 1778, butt 


brid 1 


Saigon should be considered so doadly as it is, nobwitli 


oy 
“maiz. The paliry stalls of a fow Annameso women cumber 
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at the Annamese Goverment waa turned out that the 


. -place became really prosperous. Now the quays, which. 


axe of yory gront longth; are linod-with junks and vossels 


‘of ‘all descriptions, londing and unloading cargoes from 


tho richest mavis of tho Hast—even the coolie work 
heing done by Chinamen. 

“When the French came the town wes dirty onough, 
owith long, narrow, and winding strects; the houses 


> dak. and dangerously crowded together. The hog's 


back .bridges over the creeks were impracticable for 


_ wheel traffic, and almost impassable for’ Europeans. 


The tide. often swamped the roadway, and every 
house had.» heap of filth in front of if The first 
thing the French. did was to drive wide and airy streots 
through and through, give facilities for the building of 
“wharves and’ tho banking in of the creck, oxect new 
' bridges, determine the proprictary of the land, and light 
and drain the town. Tho chief thing to be done in this 
‘way was tho utter destruction of the Annamese quarter, 
and the construction of it on a now site. A largo bazaar, 
flagged with granita, with lofty, well-ventilated aycades 
and roof, hag rison in the middle of the town, and is.a 
- Pexpotual scono of life and commercial activity. 
*Nofortholoss the placo retains a thoroughly. Chinese 


“tho aides of some of’ the streots, but otherwise the. fron- 


eo - tage, with ‘the narrow, deop -houses, the huge red and 


black. and yollow lanterns, the gay swinging signboards, 


S are all-guggestive of the Middle Kingdom. Corn- 


clfandler, ‘restaurant-kooper, greengrocer, apothecary, 


» tailor, shoomaker, gold and silversmith, ironmonger, * 


furniture dealer, pastrycook—ovory one has his name 
over..the door in letters of gold, and. pendent sign- 


” ponrds painted red, blue, gold, or black, according to 


"(920 gato, 
taste, recommending his wares; by day, the clerks 


sitting naked to the waist languidly fanning themselves ; 
by night, the place’ brilliantly, lighted up with Ianiorns 


of-all sizes and colours, sotting forth ‘the Tong name, . , 


“and tho goods: to he sold. Conon is a vastly more 
entertaining placo than Saigon. It has somo very fine 


‘joss-lousos, showing tho wealth of its inhabitants, which -. 


is further evidenced by the throng of well-dressed traders 
in the streots, with long coats of white, or blue, or pearl- 
grey, silk. trousers, embroidered shoes, spruce white 
stockings, and occasionally Jong silk peitors coming up 
to the thigh. ; 

Ié is at Cronon that tho majority of tho rice-mills are, 
and thatthe bulk of the rice trado is dono. A fow figures 
ahowing tho growth and fignros of that trade may bo 
interesting. Tho tablo is dyawn up by halt- years onding 
_ Wt the dates montioned. 


Tuno 80, 1681. Doo, 81, 1681. Tune 80, 1882, Doo, Ut, 1889, 


ToTmopo .°. $55,000 $116,000 $7,500 $B,000 |. 
ToJava. . ... 840,000 686,000 405,000°" 177,000 
Yo Straits .~. « 480,000. 896,000 200,000 817,000 
Yo pilliopines ‘ 45,000 68,000 an, ovo 204,000 
To Hong’ Kong , 2,170,000 _ 587,000 PRELR 000. 2,727,000 


$8)540,000 $1,808,000 $5,277,500 , bat age 


‘Tio BO, 1888, Deo, B1, 1889, Juno 90, 1884. 


or) 
To urvope .. . - - $51,000 — $78,000. $1,409,000... 
To Javac vo. 5 6 182,000 — 1,800,000 700,000 
To Bivnifs . 6 417,000 1,000,000. 906,000 
To Philippines. . 889,000 "B06 000 1,404,000 
| To Hong Kong . 6,805,000 1,822,000 2,870,000 





‘$6,808,000 $6,160,000 _ $7,478,000 Be 





it will be, noticed that in the first half-year of 1884 en 
thore has been an altogother extraordinary visein the ae 
emount of rice exported to Europe, . Till thia year the 


: home shipments were aes paresis Nowy for 
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“some tthexyleined reason, they paddenty leap into second 
place. 
The. only towns of any importance, after Saigon and 
Oxorow, ave Myrno and Vinu-Loxe. Myrno is: the second 
. town of the colony, though it has lost some of its former 
“importance. It stands on the left bank of the: eastern 
mouth of the Mixona, at the point where the ‘Avroyo de 
ta, Poste runs into the river from Saigon. It is the’ 
present terminus of a railway from Saigon, not yet quite, 
finished, but intended eventually to run up to Prom- 
Punx, and farther. Many Frenchmen denounce the line 
aga farce, and aay it is of no use to any one except the 
official who pocketted.a commission on the granting of 
the contract. It is said that the Arroyo de la Poste and 
the Arroyo Chinois will tako all the merchandise and tho , 
majority of the passougers to Saigon vid Cuonon, The 
. water communications of the country are no doubt 
extremely good; but that is in itself no ronson why 1 
railway scheme should ‘not pay. The contrary has been 
_ proved in many places. Tho town of Myzno is. very 
ern laid out, with palm-trees at rogulax intervals 
* lining’ the long, straight roads.. Otherwise; axeapt a 
college founded in 1880, there id nothing notablo in the 
_ place Yinless it bo the citadel, This is a square of about 
Zedive’ hundved. yards to the face, planted vaguely in the - 
plain a quarter of amile.or so from the river, It might 
_ just as well bave been anywhore olso within fifty milos 
as fay as natural defences are concerned. ‘Tho twenty- 
feot-high denticulated walls axe surrounded, at a distance: 
_ offa hundyed feet, by what was once a,mont, but is now a 
“mosquito nursery in the guiso of an evil-smolling marsh, 
‘Of the anciont Annameso buildings there are no signs, 
. Mud hits leave no ruins behind, The. French. have 
- dotted a fow houses belonging to Government officials, 
; . 22 : 
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‘and barracks for tho garrison, in a random way over the 
gvass-grown interior. A company of T'vonch goldiora: 
holds the place. Of the sentinels at the three gates 
tha: writer visited, one was a half-grown hobbledehoy, 
snothor was amoking & cigar, and tho third Jay at full 
Jongth. on a bonch, with his gun propped against. tho’ 
well ten paces off, igh 

Myrno has about 15,000 inhabitants; Vinu-Lona has 
seven times that numboy. Tb is situated os near os 
possible at the head of the Miixoxa delta, and is also 
oceupiod by a company of Fronch troops, also installed 


in a citadel, Thero aro no Europeans hore except 
Frenchmen. Thoro aro therefore no places of businogs, °. 


nothing but tho ostentatious honsos of tho officials and : 


tho barracks, tho post and tolegraph offices, and a pri-- 


mary school. All tho rest of tho town consists of tho ; : 
miserable shanties of the Annainese, diversified by tho - 


solid, heavy-tiled dwellings. of tho sons of Haw, who are 


as. industrious hore ag olsowhoro, and produce a ey: 


satisfactory xevenuo for the placo, 


Hartan is anothor town, of no importance at ipreeont; va 


but from which much is oxpectod somo day on account. -. 


of ite position. It lies at the mouth of a doep inlet in, 
the Gilt of Siam, across tho entrance to which ores 


' unfortunately a veof over which largo. vessels , cannot ” 


pass. There is even now a yory fair coasting trade 
ontried on with Siam, and a good deal of produce comes 
down to it from Camboja: Ibis a place, of some atrate- 


: gionl importance from its position in the gulf, and has a 


already played somo part in. tho militwy histoxy of the 





-Aolony, and may yob play. more. 








CHAPTER XXI. 


CAMBOSA—THE CAPITAL AND THE PEOPLE. 
*  [PVHERE is a weekly steamor service from Saigon to 
‘ . .L Pyom-Paxn, the capital of Camboja, aud. the dis. 
“<-tanco of 260 miles is coverod in loss than a day and a 
_ half, Tho stenmer—there is as yet only one to Pxom- 
Pays, though thoro aro other smaller vossels running ‘to 
Soornana, Cuxavvoc, Barta, Bewrrsi, and’ Barransoxa— 
waa built in Glasgow by the samo makers who turn out 
‘the -magnificont flock of the Invawaddy Flotilla. ‘Tho 
” Burmabonts axe twice the'sizo of the Norddony Premier ; 

© 2 ’ 

.. they run twice a week to Mandalay, aro incomparably 
“Detter fitted up, and tho company ows some tionty or.’ 
thirty of thom, besides flats which tho stenmers. tow) 
alongside, Tho Mixone zivor-boat has somo difficulty 
in filling its own hold. : m2 
The route is down the Saigon ziver, up the Cua Cam, © 
and into the Mitrona, a little above the town of Myrno. 
Vhat. town, Vine-Lone, and other smaller places, such’ - 
a8, Lona-Xouvey, Sapzo, Virunor, and oceasionally others 
we are visited, The voyage is, like that ow all Indo-Chindso’ 
xiyors, at any rato on their lower courses, sufficiently 
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monotonous. Tho banks on both sides, and tho country 
as far as the oye can reach, aro only a fow foot abovo 
the surface of tho river, which submorges wholo districts 
in tho rainy weathor. At fist tho view of yollowing 
vice-fields, cocoa-nul and areca palm plantations, orango, 
groves, sireichos of sugar-cano and mulborry-trees, and 
so on, is picturesquo and amusing; but aftor tho frat 
forty milés one gots tired of it, ‘Towards Pyom-Payr 
tho rivor bank risos a little, but it is not till one is close 
thore that any rising ground is to bo secon, and thon only 
in tho far distance. 

Tho capital is situated at a largo, star-fish-liko bifur- 
cation of the rivor, called by tho Fronch, like dozons of 
similar places in othor parts of tho country, Les Quatre 
Bras. Tho junction of thoso fou arma naturally adds 
greatly to tho commorcinl importanco of Pyom-Paun. 
Downwards from the town run tho Fiduve Postérieur and 
‘Flewve Supéricur, and nbovo aro tho Mixon and the 
Taprr-Sar, 

Tho first view of Prom-Pryu, whon one vonchos it ag, 
tho writor did in the month of January in tho vory onrly 
morning, is excoedingly siviking. ‘Thoro ia a blazo of 
light which shows far off like a lino of furnaceg in the 
Black Country, or noar Glasgow. As ono ndvangos, 
comes the hum of many voicos, and a fixst impression 
is that King Nordpon’s capital must bo a huge and most 
industrious place. But in the summer months, when 
tho steamor strugglos up against tho rain-swollen flood, 
there is barely a tapor-light 40 bo seon, and tho pnly 
sounds to ho hoard axe the chirp of the grasshoppor and 
the deop notes of tho bull-frog. 

The whole industry of tho placo almost is fishing, All 


along the banks, high above the river in January, vise a oss 


series of laxge, long-roofed houses, stretching in atngos 


€ 


f 


{ 


‘ 


a 


f 
4 


TILE IAW INDUSTRY, 825 


down to tho wator-level. On tho top are died the fish, 
split down tho belly and opened out. Down below aro 
gigantic vais into which chopped-up fishes are thrown 
along with salt, and so converted into oil. This manu- 
facture of fish-oil is quite a new industry in PNom-Ponn. 
A demand hag sprung up for it, and during the last two 
years the price has just doubled, with the result that 
noarly tho entire population is oceupied in Mshing and 
preparing the oil. 

During the months of January, February, and Mareh, 
the number of fish caught in the river is almost mere- 
dible, ‘ Tho myor is then at its lowest, and thousands of 
fishing-boats are out ovory afternoon and night, and 
catch witle every cast of the net a multitude of fish 
which it is almost impossible to hoist into tho boat. 
Later in the year, mon, women, and children wade into 
the shallow water with baskels and pails and basins, 
and carry off fish just like so much potatoes. Aftor- 
words the industry is iansferred 40 tho Great Lako Sima 
Rav. Gigantic fishes, something botwoon a dog-fish and 
& porpoise, are thon caught. They moasuro ovor five 
foot long, and ave ag full of oil as a whale or a sont. It 
ig onlysavhon tho vivor vises with tho rains that the fish 

«ing industry coases, and with it everything rosombling 
indystry of any kind. 

Pyom-Panu is pleasanter to visit thon, In February 
if smells like a sowexr, and covery ono of the inhabitants 
sogns to suggest the odour of Caliban. Otherwise 
Nekopom’s onpital is picturesque onough to look at— 
from tho oulside, Tho actual town is, liko all othor 
Eastern places, much less attractive. It is the morest, 
fringe on the river bank, little moyo than a street deop. 
in the centro of this long strip of town, in a placo 
cloarod out for itself, dwolls the personnel of tho Fronch 
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Protectorate. Tho buildings aro all vory solidly built, 
and havo tho ugual morolricious air about them—of 
course at tho exponso of tho Cambojan oxchoquer, 
Beyond this thoro aro no buildings oxcopt of tho moab 
paliry kind, the foreign houses having beon burnt down 
in ono of tho numorous fives 10 whioh the fish- a londs 
onorgy. 

Tho roel palaco is disappointing whon eiiae 
with that of Siam, and oven with tho tok marvel of: 
Burma, King Nondvow is a flighty porsonago, like all 
somi-savagos and ghildron of tonder years. IIo greatly 
vesombles in this respect tho fethoy of King Tnmmaau of 
Mandalay ; ho likes now things. Tho main occupation 
of the foreign trading population in Pxox-Pawtt is to ind 
out somo novelty which will striko tho royal fancy. 
Thon they aro careful to make him pay for it, The 
Fronch used to bo rathor proud of thoir protégé. Ee 
was supposed 10 havo acquired a gloss of Parisian 
civilization, What amount ho hag is oxcoedingly Naky. 

Tho pelaco onclosure is a hugo, indofinile kind of 
spaco, inside which his Majesty has built and givon up # 
a numbor of vosidencos ono aflor tho othor, ‘Thoro ig 
ono which ho had eroctod in Fimopoan fashion) afigr 
French dosigns. 1t is now abandoned, ond tho koy to . 
tho front door is apparently lost. At any rato nothing 
can be scon excopt a tow froscoes and xool dosigna, 
exoouted in tho vestibule by an Englishman named 
Holland. In front of this is n gardon in a dismal state 
of desolation, with a magnificent bronzo fountain, sent 
from Pyance, the basin empty, “tho little wanton boys? 
capsized off their bladdors, and tho wholo thing likely to , 
collapse in another season or so. 

Alongside this is tho present throno-room, aa dblotg is 
wall built in semi-Chineso fashion, with aaonsttl 
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pinnaclos and lavish gilding. The walls and tho panols 
of a doublo contral line of pillars ave covered with fino 
Hronch mirrors. Thore ia much gold and garish tinsel 
work, especially on the throne at the far ond of the hall. 
In the contre are raisod places for the most ominent 
among the Buddhist monks. Numerous chandoliors 
hang from tho roof, which is adorned with mythological 
designs painted on cloth sent ont from Paris. Beside 
this again stands a Inrge open-pillared hall, which serves 
as the Parliament Touse, Law Court, and Theatre. 

_ Thore is a sort of permanent stage at one end, and abovo 
ave hung painted pioces of card-board to represent clouds, 
Besides theso thero is the harem, in which thore are 
three hunylred om more wives, Thero is also an iron 
palace in which foreigners are received. This, some 
may remember, was at the great Paris Exhibition; but 
it has boon eut down in size to suit tho king’s taste for 
things in miniature. Thero are also other halls, courts, 
atablos, and what not scattored about, notably a band 
stand, where a trowpe of Manillamon discourse Offen- 
Bach's music to amuse his Majesty whon he is bored, 
and persuade tho Fronch that he is civilized. 

Noadpom smokes opium all day long, drinks cham- 
Pagno by tho magnum, and is a frightful Bluebeard 
in his conjugal rolations. Novortheless, till latoly the 
French believed that he liked them, and was quite 
Parisian in his ways, Ilo is cortainly not much worse ; 
80 & magnificont bronze staiuo of tho king was erected, 
in which he is drossed in an impossible uniform, and 
looks like an opexa-bouffo horo, 

Woro it not for tho fish-oil trade, which hes sprung 
up in some altogether unexplained way during the last 
four years, Camboja would bo in @ most pitiful slate. 
But there ig a largo demand for the fish-oil in Europo, 
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tho Rov. Mr. Ifonry, Amorican missionary in Canton, 
and of Captain Caldor of tho Canton Vicoroy's steamer, 
Sur-Tsina, 'Thoso articles, boing hidden away in tho 
pagos of tho China Review, avo not so woll known to tho 
gonoral publio as thoix lilorary movil and painstaking 
observation desorve. 

In goneral if may bo said that tho wholo northorn 
half of Ininan is a plain, lovel to a great extont, but 
mostly undulating, and broken in a fow places by isolated 
hills and low ridges. ‘Cho north-west seaboard is 
especially low, and the soil appears for the most part 1o 
bo vory sandy, and gront parts of it avo therefore devoted 
to cocon-nut plantations, tho moro oxtonsive of whish 
are, howevor, on tho onstorn and norft-onstoyn shoros. 
Thero along tho sonbonrid they occupy most of tho land 
capable of cultivation. vom Man-Cnow, up through 
Lo-Iwur and IUnwur-Luna to Wan-Cuana, strotehes a 
wondorful boli of thes palms, soventy milos in lengli, 
and seven milos broad. ‘This great tract yiolds tho 
chief supply of cocon-nuis that goin junks to all parts 
of tho mainland, ho, great loots of junka that como 
and go in tho fishing season to this part of tho coast aro 
evidonco of tho immonso industry carviod on. ¢ Tho 
fishing villagos progont somo quoor phasos of lifo, not” 
only in tho business done, but in tho people who gathor 
from all parts of tho mainland. A motloy crowd thoy 
are, ofton the very seum and dogs of tho largo cilios, 
criminals flying from justico, and tho villainous parnsitos 
that live only by preying on theiy follow-mon, 'Thp 
nativo craft axo of the most primitive charactor, simplo 
coracles sewn togothor with rattan, and oaulked with 
coson-nut fibre. The fishormon havo little moro 
evidences of civilization about them. They go abgut, 

,y most of them, stark naked,and it may be imagined Fant 


f 
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tho seapegracos from the mainland have little troublo in 
cheating thom as they pleaso. 

Tho contral and southern portions of the island axe 
mountainous, Tho highest olevation is reached in the 
Fivo Finger and Li Mother ranges, from which all tho 
largox streams take thoir viso. These begin as clear spark- 
ling mountain brooks; but not a Low of them, by a long 
courso through reod and grass-grown tracts, become first 
miasmatic and thon brackish. In the political divisions 
of the island, olevon of tho thirteen districts converge to 
a contro noar tho great hills, some of them running in 
narrow slicos for many miles into the wild mountain 
country. ‘Tho lino of the wator-courses may have in- 
Iuenced dhis aiNsion, as woll ns tho desire that cach 
disixtot should, as far as possible, share in tho boneficont 
influoncos supposed to omanato from groat mountains in 
tho centro, ‘ho passago of the Suur-Tav, a “ Wator- 
hoad” ridgo, is no light matter, At this divide botween 
tho northorn and southorn stroams tho hills seom to 
doom up almost porpondicularly. 

Mu. Tlonxy givos a fino desariplion of his passage 
over tho watershed. IIo ascended tho steep and slippery 

_hill-Sido from the villago of Kwar-Faxa, ‘For noarly a 
milo tho way lod through woods, with hero and thero a 
fold enclosed by a pickot fonco. From theso open 
spaces fino viows of the country, widening as we asconded, 
greoted us, ‘White Stono’ ridge stood out grandly 
above tho valley, whose dopths we know, but whoso 
hoights wore only now 1ovealed to us. We saw how tho 
Little stvoam wag formod by several mountain brooks 
which rose high up tho slopos, tivo of them forming 
fino casondos as thoy started down the mountain side, 
tho noarer ono falling ina Inoad sheot over a porpen- 
dicular wall sovonty or eighty feot high, into a deep, 
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tho Rov. Mx. Ifenry, Amovican missionary in Canton, 
and of Captain Caldor of tho Canton Vicoroy's stoamor, 
Sur-Tstva. Theso articles, being hiddon away in tho 
pages of tho China Review, avo not so woll Imown to tho 
genoral public as thoir literary morll and painalaking 
obsorvation desorve, 

In gonoral it may bo said that the whole northorn 
half of Tainan is a plain, lovel to a groat oxtont, but 
mostly undulating, and broken in a Low places by isolated 
hills and low vidgos, ‘ho noxth-wost sonboard is 
especially low, and tho soil appears for tho most part to 
be very sandy, and great parts of it avo thorefore dovoted 
to cocoa-nut plantations, tho more oxtonsive of which 
aro, howevor, on tho castorn and nor#)-castox shores. 
Thoro along the seaboard thoy occupy most of tho land 
capable of cultivation. J'rom Man-Cnow, up throngh 
Lho-Ilwor and Itwur-Tuxa to Wan-Crana, atrotches a 
wonderful bolt of those palms, seventy milos in length, 
and seven milos broad. ‘This gront tract yielda tho 
ohief supply of cocon-nuts that goin junk to all parta 
of tho mainland. ‘Tho, gront foots of junka that domo 
and go in tho fishing scagon to this part of tho const aro 
evidonco of the immonso industry carricd on, «Tho 


fishing villages prosont somo queor phases of life, not” 


only in tho businoss dono, but in tho peoplo who gather 
from all parts of tho mainland. A motley crowd thoy 
ave, ofton the vory scum and dregs of tho largo citias, 
criminals flying from justico, and tho villainovis parasitos 
that live only by proying on their follow-mon, ‘Tho 
native craft are of the most primitive charactor, simplo 
coracles sewn togethor with ratian, and caulked with 
socon-nut fibro, The fishormon have little mare 
, oyidehoos of civilization about thom. They go about; 


“,most of them, statk noked,-and it may ho imagined, that 
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thé seapograces from tho mainland havo littlo iroublo in 
.choating thom as they ploaso, 5 
Tho contval and southern portions of the island aro 
mountainous. Tho highest olevation is xeachod in the 
Tivo Fingor and Li Mother ranges, from which all the 
larger streams take their riso. These begin as clear spark- 
ling mountain brooks; but not a few of thom, by a long 
cowrgo through roed and grass-grown tracts, bocomo first 
miasmatic and then brackish. In the political divisions 
of tho island, elevon of the thirteen districts conyoigo to 
& contro near tho groat hills, somo of them running in 
narrow slices for many miles into tho wild mountain 
country, ‘Lhe lino of tho wator-coursos may havo in- 
fluencod ¢his di€eion, as woll as tho desire that each 
district should, as fax as possible, shave in tho beneficent 
influonces supposed to omanato from great mountains in 
the contra, Tho passage of the Smur-Lau, a “ Wator- 
head” ridgo, is no light mattor, At this divide botweon 
tho northorn and southorn stroams the hills seem to 
Joom up almost perpendicularly. 
Mr. Toury gives a fino desariplion of his passago 
over the watorshod, Ils ascondod tho steep and slippory 
 hill-sido from tho villago of Kwar-Dana. ‘Tor noarly a 
milo the way lod through woods, with hore and thero a 
told enclosed by a pickof fonco. From theso opon 
spaces fino viows of the country, widoning as wo asconded, 
grooted us. ‘Whito Stono’ ridge stood out grandly 
pbovo tho valley, whose depths wo know, but whose 
heights wero only now rovoaled to us. Wo saw how tho 
Hittlo stream wes formod by several mountain brooks 
which rose high up tho slopos, two of them forming 
fine casondes ag thoy started down the mountnin sido, 
the nearer one falling in a broad sheet ovor a perpen- 
dicular wall govonty or cighty foot high, into a deep, 
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yvine-covored xavine, Womob with but low signa of lifo—~ 
a.woodcock flying across tho path, francolin crowing in 


- the copse, and paroqitots chattering overhead, wore all 


that apponyed, Mmerging from this halé of woodland} 
Wo camo upon some soo-fiolds with little granaxios, five 


or six foob high, builb on the spot, “he driving miat - 


gradually ‘incronsod in chillinoss as wo nscended and 
onterad tho tall avass, ‘tho path was very narrow and 
complotely covered over with jungle grasa, in some 
places tailor than our hoads, and tangled across tho 
yoad in a most annoying mannor, tho wholo sonked and 


"heavy with moisture., Who boners had to pub forth 


doublo oxortion to press their baskots through tho over. 
“hanging mass. Tho sharp grass, withMlados which out 


the hands that pushed it back, and the ubiquitous 


leeches, added greatly to tho gonoral discomfort, This 
passage across the ridgo was four milos or moro in 
longth, the highest point reached boing about two thot. 
’ gand fect abovo tho valloy, and probably threo thousand 


above tho'son. All hopo of seoing tho fino mountains: 


bayond when wo ronched tho top of tha ridgo was blasted 
by tho driving storms of mist that shut out ovorything 


- except the bleak sides of the Smur-‘Tav range moar at | 


hand, and occasional glimpses of tho Pur-Pur. ridge, 
with ite finely wooded slopes running off at an anglo ‘to 
the south. Difficult a tho ascont had been, the descent 
on the other side was even worse, though not so long, 
The stoop pathway, coverod with a low arch of tangled 


" ginss aboyo, and filled Wwith.vecking pitfalls. below, made 


"it not only disagreeable, but roally dangerous. At tho: 


‘foot a brook of wonderfully clear. water flowed,:.in 


. quiet contrast. to the mud we had: just-waded. through: . 


: «- anda short distance beyond it, over sonte marshy, folds; : 


sO stad: the Hilo Norns ‘of rig the fist, in the 
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" district of Una-Mav- abies, as it-is “oalledl there, It con- 
taing but two ‘houses, in one of which we found a place 


to vost until the bearers camo up, nearly two hous 


lator, After an hou’s rest we continued ow way over: 
another ridge, a mile and a half farther, to Ta-Han. The 
yond waa better, but much obstructed by fallen trees 
sand shrubs. Al was wild and dreary-looking, except in 
somo of tho ravines, where fino tree-ferns wore growing, 
with wild bananas, and broad-leafed alpinias replacing 
the general waste of jungle grass. The town of Ta-Han 


"ison a hill-side overlooking a, fertile valley, and contains 
‘ight or ten houses,’ the largest and best. being that of 
‘the headman, to which we weretaken, set highest on the 


hill, and built styiowhat in Chinese style, Formerly it 
contained forty houses, but a-year. ago was burned. by 


"a Band of robbers, new Hakkas and Li combined, who 


r 


“eattle, Our host showed us the hatchet marks on his , 
’ tolly to the little flocks of goats, which wero all that wore 


‘been {driven off at the same timo. Tho poople here: 


swopt the whole valley, burning villages and driving off 
door which they tried to break open, and pointod dole- 
‘Jett of largo herds, severity hoad of large cattle having 
“poloyig to. the section called tho Kone-Knuxr-Li, ‘and 


that our Lr beavers had to converse with thom in 
Hainanose in order to be understood. The houses were 
poor in consequence of the recent disaster, and sore 
thatchéd with tho fan-palm, which grows in abundancs 
palf.o day's joumoy ‘from the place. : ‘ 
. The way noxt day led through one. of the most. 


_ohiavming bits of sconory one can imagine, following the 
course of the mountain brook, which became a rushing 


torrent in places, malting us thankful for the help of our 
guidos in’ selecting the shallower and less rapid places. 
4a . ae 


*speak a dialect go different from that across the ridge 
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Tt was a broad and finely shaded road, n vich and variod . 
forest growth lining il on cithor sido, largo trees covered 
to thoir tops with vinos and forns, and quantitios of deli- 
cato ferns (lycopodium exudatui) forming a xich groon 
carpot ovor tho rough banks. ‘Tho stronm bursty through 
a narrow, rook-bound gorge, along which it is impossible 
to travel, boforo ib {alls in a sloop doscont into tho valley 
beyond. Wo asconded through sovoral milos of cool 
woods that covor tho shouldor of tho hill to tho loft. 
The farther sido of the hill is bavo and Srightiully stoop. 
As wo omorgod from, tho teos wo roached tho bosh point 
from which to viow tho great Vivo Finger Mountains ; 
but alas! tho mish was too thick to givo us oven the 
faintost inkling of ils outline, so wo WA to bp contont 
with tho half-andorstood deseiption of the Li, who 
pointed out tho situation of the five ponks that compose 
it, and to take thoir word for i6 that tho middle and 
highest peal was struck by lightning not long ago, and 
go shattered as to dostvoy its elriking outline, The 
massive sides, to a height of about thyeo thousand foot, 
wore plainly soon, covorod with ixeoa, L'vom this point 
wo looked into tho heart of tha Li country—a country 
of rich valleys and fortile plaina, high mowntaine and 
xomantic sconcry, woll adapted to graxing, and capablo*® 
of supporting many times tho population of tho senttorad 
villagos. Tho descent of this hill was vory trying, tha 
path loading down tho sheor steop in placas. Wo xoachad 
tho foot without any mishap, and passing through 
another bolt of woodland, whore noisy paxoquota chaty 
tered above us, and & monkey fled in diémay along tho 
branchos of a largo onk-tro0, wo camo to tho town of Naa-” 
may, on tho banks of a largo stroam which flows out to 
the son in the Kom-Yan distxict,” 

Hore, unfortunately, Mr. Tenry had to turn back 


? 
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hegre the ill-will of a Chinaman, who told the rovorend 

‘goutloman’s coolies torrible stories of the robbers who 
awarmed in the hills boyond and scared them so that 
nothing would induce thom to go on. But he has given 
us a pichuro of the interior of the country which, till he 
padsod through, was quite unknown to Buropeans, and 
indeod to all except the actual natives of the country. 

In tho sixteenth century the statesman Har-Jur pro- 
posed, as the bost means of controlling the Li, to open 
roads from north to south and from east to west, crossing 
each other in the centre. This simple plan, known in 
official rocords as the ‘ cross roads proposal,” was never 
undertaken, and tho intorioy had romained a wild un- 
known, which &on tho most venturesome Chinese, 
spurred on by the hopo of gain, had scarcely dared to 
penotrato, When Mr, Ilenry left Naw-Funa and wont 
into the Li country he could got no directions as to the 
roxd beyond a couplo of days or so, and had afterwards 
to inquiro his way from place to place. 

The first hills worb bare and treoless; it was only 
aftor a long day’s journoy that “tho lower foresl-clad 
ranges were reached, many of tho hills being crested 
only yith fino grovos on tho summit, whilo others showed 

sgvont black places, from which tho grass had been burnt, 

In tho xavinos small streams gurgled along, hidden by 
the heavy masses of vines that twined and intertwined 
in impenetrable seroens over the yielding bamboos, 
making ascent along the water-courses a simple impossi- 
bility, 

*The rank jungle grass which covors the slopes, whon 
out in the proper senson, makes excellent thatch for 
yoofs, Tho great difficulty of agriculture is tho toil of 
breaking up this junglo soil. After the surface covering 


of grass and shrubs has been burnt off, thoro remains a 
4 
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* layer of matted roots a foot thick, which must’ be grubbed 
up by main foreo before the soil can bo utilized. Neglast 
for only a couplo of -yonrs nocoasitates the commoneo- 
ment of the wholo toil over again, 

Beyond this border country a groat deal of the journey 
has to be gone over in tho bod of the mountain siveame, 
tho bottom stony, tho current swift, and tho banks lined 
with pathloss junglos of troos and bushes. But this 
somowlat cheorless path was botier than that through 
the rank grass, where tho groyish-brown loeches hang 
to the ond of ovory blade of grass and loaf, and fool 

- ‘about in every divection for proy. Whon onco they havo 

got hold, nothing will detach them but five or satiation. 

‘It ig impossible to osenpo them; thyonly thing is to 

become accustomed to the infliction, and pick thom off 

’ whenover practicablo.. ho Lr carry sharp bamboo atioks, 

with which, by'a quick motion, thoy sometimes can 

detach them ; but. European cannot manngo this; and, 
unless he has abundance of timo, had best wait for the 
first halting-place, and steadily burn them at the Iitchon 
fire, Up in the lower Mil oountry horo there is a consider. | 
able quantity of ton, growing wild, tho lonvea of which 
the natives dry and infuse aftor tho fashion of the stuff 
used for tho samo inferior bevorago in Longking,. 'Thore 
‘is. also a fair amount of toak timbor, with, its larga, 
‘handsome leaves and clustors of pink flowers, 

Mr. Henry was-unablo to get through to.the south of 
the island, which appears, however, to be a mero tangle 
of mountains; but the coast-is protty woll known front 
the observations of Captain Calder, though the typhoosts,! 
‘Wwhioh yorzly burst with their full force on the enstorix’’ 
and south-onstern:consts,; tond yoar after year to chan; 
it. more: and more, to tear away covery now and:aga 

ittle gf: the. ae to raise a shoal hore, “and; ag 
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another in somo. other part. The const begins to rise’ 
atoadily on the east, and continues to do so all round 
the south, with here and there a bold foreland running 


out to assert itself, and furnish a little shelter to © 


troubled mariners, There are, however, comparatively 


few anchorages, and few of the bays are to be trusted. . 


The nativo:junks usually keep clear of this: part of.the 
island during the summer, ox typhoon months, “All the’ 
wost coast ig high and mountainous, rising in one re- 

‘ markable headland, known as the Devil’s Thumb, to an 
altitude of two thousand feet. All the north coast‘ is 
‘shoal, and the strong current ‘hich runs through tho 
Hainan Straits, between thé island and the mainland of 
Kwwana- ‘Tone, mfkos tho passago very dangerous during 
the only months of. the “Year, when heavy fogs hang 
over the banks. 


Tho.estimated area of the ialand is twelve thousand . 


square miles, and the population possibly two millions, 
“but it is impossible to give moro than an approxi- 
mate ‘estinaté, for gredt part of Hainan is really un- 
Imown, ‘Tho interior is pooplec by aboriginal. tribes 


called Lu, who ‘avo practically {ndepondent, and havo - 


maintained their position against. the Chineso for tivo 


thousand years. Settled in difforent belts also are tho, 


Lor and the FHaxxss, the former a distinct race, who 
dveas. like the Chinese, but in stature, features, and 
speech are yery, unlike then. They avo probably de- 
‘scondants of somo “ Mraorsu’’ tribes, brought ages ago 
from, the highlands of Kwane-st and Ytwxan to act: as 


metiators between tho Chinese and the wild aborigines, 


More will be said about the Haxxas and Lr below. 
'/ The Chinese themselves only occupy the const-line, in, 
“some parts only the narrowest of fringes. In general, 
Mx. Hoy inl the limits of the Lr districts might 
2G ‘ 
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be placed at five miles inland from ‘Tuxa-Mun on the 
north, tho samo distanco inland from Nast-lune on the 
west; whilo tho south, in parts of tho Curana-T'an, Kox- 
Yun, and Line-Sirur provinces, tho Lx possossions extond 
to the coast itself, their rugged hills, covered with im- 
passable junglo, reaching down ‘to tho yory son, ‘There 
is always moro or loss hostility hotwoon the Chinese and 
the Li, and betweon tho Ix and tho Harxas, of both of 
which sects there nyo two divisions, 


About oight hundred yeilra ago tho great Chinowo 


statesman, Su-T'una-Po, who was banished for a time 
to Hainan, wroto as follows of tho island, giving a 
gonoral doseription, which Mr. Jordan, the translatox,: 
late consul at Hornow, charactorizos 94.0 truo picture 
of the Hainan of to-day. “Thoro is a groat doal of 
waste land in Hainan, and tho custom is to make. a 
livelihood by trado in fiagrant wood. ‘Tho island doas 


not grow onough rico for its own consumption, and its - 


pedple have to fill their bollios with slops made of a, 
mixttive of sweot potatoos, taxes, and rico. I have boon 
moyod to pity of their*condition, and have composed tho 
following exhortation 6 agrioulturo, in imitation of Lao 
Yian-Mine, to give thom advico on the subject + 
Sad it is that yo Chinoso and Li, who aro both alos, 
subjects of one emperor, should, from lack of instruction 
yathor. than your own natiwal bent, have fallon into, 
sich an uneivilized and degraded stato. Whonovox evil 
passions are to be gratified, or. plidor is sought, arms 


avo-cver forthcoming, and intornceine fends ensuo, For ae 
tho wrongs thus inflicted no. redvoss is proourable, tho. 


» fault of which lies with tho- officials... Heaven has sent 


calamity upon your land; noithor wheat nor millet. is » 


: grown, and ‘the. people are without ordinary oomilorts of 


ues You plant strange: trees, and, whon they. have 7 
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decayed, .gather your harvest of fragrant wood from 


mm 


their cove (this is to make tho sconted necklaces worn : 


by officials; the Caen Nan of tho. island is still celo- 
brated), corrupt and grasping. officials swoop down 
upon you like hawks, and prey upon you like wolves. 


Nor is there any Jack of good and arable land. Broad’ 
stretches of fertile plains lie interlaced with the tracks 


« of wild beasts, and the melody of the birds makes music 
to the car. The archer pursues the startled deer betimes 
in the: morning, the wild boar is driven from his lair at 
night, and all the while your aged ones have to stavo off 
hunger with slops of sweet potatoes and taros.. Give 
heed, then, to my earnest words, and find happiness for 
evermore, Sharpen your hoos and axes, and, neighbour 


joining neighbour in friendly partnership, clear away’ | 


the -jungle, and mark out your land into cultivable 
‘ovens. ‘Lot fathers and elder brothers, wield tho rod of 
vorrection over all idlers. Heaven does not part with 
her gifts cnsily, but noither doos she niggardly withhold 
them.. If you work with all youg might in tho. spring 
you may expect a rich roward in tho autumn.’ When 
tho clouds arise and thé rain ceases’ lot all go afield, 
Tilialeobedienco aud parental affection are our’ prized 
ftoncts, and disregard of them will disgrace you, but 


bare arms and bare feet need: bring tho blush to.no- 


chook. Let all idlers, scoffers, and gamblers be handed ~ 


over to the savage of Lr. Then ayhen the fall comes, 
and you gather in all round your full bins of the ripo 
‘ grain, yor can hold high revel at your harvest home, 
. and imbibe unrestrainedly of the very best.” * 
Such advice from a distinguished literate is. vory 


yaro, But Su-Tuna-Po had actually opposed the intro. © ae 


duction of ‘esaay-writing as a subject ab the oxamina- 
tions, and thought that learning to plough and dig was 
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much hotter than poring over misornblo books, as no 
doubt it is for a goot many poople. Su-l'una-Po ro- 
mained threo yeaa in the island and did an immonso 
deal of good, instructing tho pooplo, improving tho 
buildings, and writing oxeollont poolry, besidos gratify. 
ing his whim for digging wells, though ho himsol! was 
a hard drinker, as a liferato and a poot ought to bo, 
according to tho Chinoso notion. 

Tlainan will boar comparison with the most Lortile 
islands in the world. Sugar is cultivated to a vory con« 
sidorablo oxtont, and forms a principal article of oxport, 
as also doos ground-nut oil, Tho cocon-nul, as alroady 
mentioned, abounds, and rico aullicionl, for home con- 
sumplion is raised with eago, Only a comparatively 
small part of tho island, howovor, is undor cultivation, 
tho vomainder being covored wilh junglo, It roquives 
the grontesh caro and labour to provont this from on- 
croaching on tho reclaimed land bordering on it. If 
the country wore developed by Europoans it would bo 
found switablo for the cultivation of almost ovory kind 
of tropical produce. dard-vood timbor is plontiful. Ta- 
dead there is apparontly no soft wood available, for oll 
tho woodwork of tho houses is of solid hard-wood,emuch 
of ib well drossed and polishod, giving tho dwollings aS 
very substantial andzich apporranco, Farm produco of 
every kind is abundant, and is sont to the Long Kong 
market, pigs and enttlo figuring in groat numbors. ‘Cho 
inhabitants, unlike tho Chinego gonorally, oxo gront 
beel-onters, but the tallow, hides, nnd horns aro {ho 
chief soureo of profit from a commorcial point of view. 

Tho minoral resources of the country nro also bolievedt 
+6 be vory great, though not a vory great deal is known 
about thom. Gold is known to oxist in soveral distrlots, 
and in one place, ton milos south-west of Nauw-I'une, 
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mining wag cawicd on to somo extent a few years ago ; 
but the owners of the land, and the people living near, 
woro afraid that tho earth would tako rovengo for the 
xomoval of her procious deposits and bring somo disaster 
upon thom, and forbado ifs continuance, so that all 
operations of the kind have been for some time stopped. 
In othor places complaints wore made that tho mining 
déhis destroyed tho grain-fields and injured the water 
supply. Suspicion of tho Chinese, rather than any 
gonuino superstitions fears, howover, seems to influenco 
the Lr. Inthe Sanx-Lux hills of tho Cunune-Fa district, 
copper mining was carried on on quite an extensive scale, 
the ore boing ofa very rich quality. Owing to improper 
managonent the mine caved in and nearly a hundred 
men wore killed, and since then nothing has been done 
towards re-opening tho workings. Roasonablo honesty in 
dealings with tho Lz would, howover, probably resulé in 
axe-commencement whenovor it might appear to be worth 
tho trouble, 

Tho chiof products of the intquior, brought down to 
tho const towns by tho aborigmos, ave ratlans, deor- 
horns and sinews, dried mushrooms, fragrant woods and 
gumég, and dressed hides. Tho trado at present is in 
& vary primitive state and is capable of cnormous de- 
volopment, Nua. Ilenvy mot with numerous flourishing 
towns in the interior, and gives a gonerel improssion 
that the peoplo are prosporous and well-to-do, if it were 
hot for tho poriodical raids of robber bands. 

- The meteorology of Tainan is very interesting. Many 
pagos in tho local chronicles are devoted to the record 
of storms, carthquakes, and similar phonomena, The 
poninsula of Lur-Cmao, opposite, is considored the home 
of thunder, but Isinan is the favourite playgiound of 
tho typhoon. ho frequency of theso terrific storms is 


» 
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proverbial, and tho dovastation wrought appalling. Ono 
yor, tho chronielos static, throo of theso tornadoes 
ooeurrod in a singlo month. Tfailslorms aro recorded, in 
ono of which, in 1828, tho lumps of ico variod in size 
from a man’s fist up to a bushel monsmie. Tho molling 
of this ico causod Moods thal dostroyod tho rico, bring- , 
ing govero famino in tho following you, which was 
aggravated by dosconts of locusts that dovoured the 
vomnants of tho crop. Tn consoquoneo peoplo died of 
starvation in groat numbors, and many fled ovor tho 
straits to tho mainland, Maithquakos aro recorded as 
of froquont occurrence, Sovoral with disastrous rosults 
havo takon placo in the prosont contury, and havo been 
felt in all parts of tho island, ho 10cks whrich cover 
tho surface of tho north so thickly axo ovidently of vol- 
canic origin. Thoy are hard and black, in many places 
filled with cavities caused by bubblos of air in tho molten 
mass which they oneo wore, ‘Tho history of tho island 
yecords no volcanic ornpltion, so that thoso igneous 
vocks must havo beow thrown up in prohislorio times. 
Tho country peoplo budld thotr houses of this voleanio 
stono. ‘I'ho thick walls and low roofs iny bo an ad- 
mirablo protection against typhoons, but tho black out. 
sido nd the dismol intorior axe fax from boing plonsing* 
to tho oya. ™ 
Tho Ilaxkas occupy a rich and cultivated bell of 
country lying betwoon tho oldor Chinoso settlers along 
tho soa-shoro and the aboriginal Lx in the mountaina. 
Tho thrift and enterpriso of tho Ilaxra omigrant from 
the north ia woll illustweted in tho history of tho colony 
in the intorior of Tainan, About » hundred and twonty 
years ago two Tlarnas from tho north-oast of «the 
Canton provinco camo to IIninan and pushed thelr 
way into the intorioy. Neay tho groat hill, Sma-Mo-Lina, 
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thoy found good farming and grazing land unoeoupied. 
They sottled thore and prospered. In a year or two 
thoy sont for their families, and the report of their 
good fortune induced others to follow until a large 
settloment was formed. From this small beginning they 
have increased in numbers and in holdings until they 
occupy, wholly or in part, a district some forty miles in 
length by fifteen in breadth. Theix headmen assert they 
number 20,000, centring round the towns of Lina-Luy, 
Wo-Sur, No-Tar, Naw-Puna, and Lor-Kr. Thoy are on 
fairly good terms with both Chinoso and Lx, and aro 
honost, well-to-do, and hospitable, retaining their own 
language and customs, and referring constantly to thoir 
old home across the sen whore the temples and tombs of 
their ancestors are, They are called tho Lo-ITaxs, or 
old Ilakkas, and they live in a most pictuacsque country, 
with wood-clad hills and valleys, stretches of good sice- 
lend, and bond oxpanses of shrub-grown pasturages, 
with voads londimg in all directions to tho numerous 
villages. Asay to the south riso abuptly, from the 
midst of a hoavy covering of, dark-greon forest, the 
jagged walls of whito-colomed rock, laown as tho 
PaxeSurx, or white stono ridg® and beyond tho dim 
outlines of the mountaing of tho interior and tho solid, 
dome-like mags of Sia-Mo-Lina, to tho west. The great 
hill is a most conspicuous object, rising moro than threo 
thousand foot abovo the plain, The lower portions are 
bavo of trees, but the middle and upper zones are densely 
yooded, To the south it isa groat procipice of black 
‘yook, over which walor in streams and in little runlets, 
oouing from clefts in the rock, pours down apparently in 
one broad sheet whon the sunlight glislons upon il, 
Tho hill is inhabited by Li, whose groups of strav- 
thatched huts elustor on tho sidos and top, the opon 
f 
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spaces among tho trees showing tho flolds thoy culli- 
yato, 

Tho * Ol’ Ilakkas” avo so called tu distinguish thom 
from the San-max, ox “Now IIakkuas,” who emo to 
Tainan about twonty years ago. hexo mon belongod 
to tho turbulont bands that causod such widosproad 
disordor and dosolation in tho districts of Nan-Niwa, Yan- 
Ping, and Say-Jitna, and wero driven ont in tho boginning 
of the reign of Wuna-Cu, hoy sotilod noax tho Old 
Uakkes,” bub soon began a system of robbery and 
oppression, Fiom tho Chinose of Taa-Ko on tha ona 
hand, and tho Lr on the other, thoy slolo entilo and 
lands until tho country oso tp in arms againat thont, 
Tho pooplo of Last-Ko woro pexfoctly helplSsa bolgro them, 
and tho soldiers sont by tho magisixatu wore repulsed 
timo aflor timo, At longth a foreo of trainod soldiory, 
undor a gonoral of somo distinction, wag sont, and then 
tho Say-IJax word subdued and driven from thoir strong- 
hold, in tho valloy of Wan-Kar, boyond the Pax-Simx 
vidgo. Tho slaughtor in tho battle fought hore wag 
very groat, but tho oxoputions that followod oxeoodod 
tho numbor slain in batilo, whilo all that romainod tlivo 
word ordored to leavo tho island on pain of death, 
Many traoos of this brief and bloody opisodo romain in © 
the placos occupied by this short-lived, colony. Under 
direction of the officials thoy wero separatod into small 
companies, and transported 40 varions placos on tho 
mainland, ‘Tho number killed and trangporbed las 
heon ostimated as high aston thousand, ‘This, howovor, 
is probably in oxooss of tho actual numbor, Aftor tho 
dofeat many oxcapod to the hilla, and, boing oullawod by 
the Government, joined with the plundering bands of 
the Li, and havo boon a scourgo to tho country ever 
sinco. The old Takkns refrained from any opon rocog- + 
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nition of thoix badly behaved countrymen, but were 
well-known to give their sympathies and oven substantial 
holp in wmany ways. Tho authorities howover, in the 
absence of any overt act, wiscly overlooked tho scoret 
aid, and in tho edict ordering tho removal of all the 
“ New Iakkas” wore caveful to’ state that the peaceful 
Lo-Ilax wero to remain unmolested. 

The Lrscom to bo much moro closely related to the 
Malays than to tho Chinese. They have a distinct typo 
of face, square features, noses nol go flat as that of the 
Colestial, oyos of a different type, and with a dark, copper- 
like somploxion. A limit of their origin is perbaps 
found in their name, which is variously pronounced le, 
lai, lay, Joi, and in ono place oven AZoi, the name the 
French, after the Annamese, give to the Shans of the 
Mixone valloy. Tho poople add a labial when speaking 
of themselves, and say B’lai, B’lay, and so on, which is 
near enough to Manavu, through Mai and ALlay to 
suggost somo connection. Unfortunatoly not enough is 
Inown of thoir language to afford l any stisfactory philo- 
logical Losts. 

They aro divided into fifleon ox sixtoon different 
iribog, known by distinct names, and differing more or 
loss in dress, language, and customs; but all evidently 
belong to ono homogencous race, bound together by 
common ties and, as a rule, living on friendly terms 
with each other. Tho Chinese divide them roughly into 
tho Siana-Lr, or “wild”? Lr, and the Suox-Li, the 
“tamo" ox civilized Lt, The letter live on the out- 
skirba- of the hilly contro, and dress much liko the 
Chinese; but tho Smina-Lr is essontially a hunter, and 
discards trousors and othor such evidences of civilization. 
Te also scoms to be tallor and moro athlotic, averaging 
five fect nine or ten, wilh a muscular, well-proporlioned 
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figuyo; whilo tho “ tamo” ixibes, mora ospecinily to the 
const, soom to bo gonornlly undersized, though square- 
built, The women also scom to follow the samo rulo, 
thogo of tho‘intorior being tall ani slonitor, with oval 
face and porfoct fonturos, whilo in tho oulskit country 
they avo gonerally short, fat, and vound-fneed, Thoy 
ave far from bad-looking, and havo nono of tho bashful 
prudery of Chinoso women, ‘Thoir dross consials of a 
short potticont or kilt coming down nonzly to tho kneo, 
made of grass-cloth, and usually of a bluo ground, with 
a few horizontal, bright-coloured stripos zumning through 
it. Liko tho men, thoy woor thoir hairy dono up in a 
knot on tho top of tho hond, liko » Burman, and alao, in 
accordance with Burmese fashion, froquontly mpke ib up 
round tho head, twisted jn tho scarf which sorvos thom 
aga turban. Tho younger women woar nothing but tho 
oxiguous skirt, bu’ when they aro marriod, oxcopt in tho 
fax interior, they add a jackot. Whon thoy axo manritd 
they avo alao tattoood with bluo stripes and marks over 
tho chooks, forehond, chin, hands, arms, logs, and 
partially on tho bronat pd back—whorovor, in faot, thoro 
avo ordinarily no clothos, Tn thoir cara aro insortod 
door-bonos, whose diametor of quartor of an incl recalls 
the Burmoso Na ‘Doung. ‘Whon thoy como down to the : 
lowland villages not  fow woar tho hair drawn back 
from tho forchoad and held by n comb. A Chinese 
work, quoted by My. Ifon.y, and ontitlod ‘ Irosh Noticos 
of Kwang-tung,” givos somo curious dotails about the Lr. 
“Tho Lx Mother mountains aro lofty and procipitoug, 
In their midst riso the Hivo Fingor and tho Sovon Tingor 
Peaks. Among thom dwell the Wild It and the boasts 
of the forest, while tho Tamo Lr oneirele them about. 
Tho Tame Li understand tho inngungo of the Chinese; 
they avo accustomed to enter the citios for the purpose 
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of trade, and in the evening, at tho blowing of a houn, 
gather in crowds to return to their homes, The Wild 
Lt ave not accustomed to como to the cities, and aro 
seldom soen. In the Yam-Tsu year (about 1600 av.) 
ovor twonty Wild Lz appeared unexpectedly with presents 
before the high officials. Their banner, inscribed with 
the words, ‘The Lz people submit to civilization, was 
fastened to a betel-nut pole. One man boro a large 
offering of flowers. Thoy cast before the officers an 
article in shape like a cart-wheel, the outside of which 
was white, whilo on the insido flowers were traced in 
black. One man cariied in his arms a Yau-Tsux tree, 
seven or cight, feet in,length ; two men brought in a 
porcino sboar, and two carried a yellow deer. The 
countonances of these men were all black and forbidding, 
their hair was unkompt, their feet bare, and their short 
garmeonty ronched only to the waist, with a trangular 
piece of cloth to covor the lower body. Those who saw 
thom took thom to be demons. Over their forehcads 
tho hair was twisted into a kyot, in which gold and 
silvor skowors or haix-pins of oxebone wore stuck, Those 
who insot tho pins pexpondicularly are Wild Li, and 
thos who insert them crosswise aro amo Lu, this boing 
ono way to distinguish them. The women genorally 
went the Li skirt which is made of one whole piece of 
cloth, tho.wpper and lowe portions being firmly joined. 
From tho neck to below tho knees it falls without a 
seam, but is sowed togother along the four sides, and 
digures in the five colours are embroidered upon it with 
pilk floss, This skirt is mado with hundrods of fine 
Pleats, and moro than a hundred foot of cloth is used. 
Being long it intorferes with thoir walking, so they tuel 
it up in the middle, fold over fold, on thoir backs, which 
givos them the appearanco of carrying groat bmdens. 
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Thoir facos avo sininod with ahapos of flowers, bubtorilios, 
and such things, from which thoy reccivo tho namo of 
“tattooed women;’ tho tatloo is not considered a 
mark of beauty. (1 is possible the Lt may hava firal of 
all tattoood thoir womon to prevent tho Chincso from 
stealing thom, just as tho Crrwa tattoo the facos of thoir 
givls so that tho Barmans might not camry thom off] 
When a Lr woman wishos Lo marry a man, cach has 
regard for tho good looks or otherwise of the other, and 
tho engagomont is formod by mutual consent. Tho 
man fist iwaces a pattorn on tho women’s favo, which 
must be in exack conformity to tho paitorn pricked by 
his ancostora, nob tho slightest variation boing allowod, 
tho ronson ho gives being that he fone that attor doath 
his ancestors would not recognizo hor; morcovor, pro- 
vious 10 tho betrothal the hands aro tattooed, and on tho 
ovening boforo tho marriago tho feo is dono wilh patterns 
all given by the man, which aro a suvo sign by which sho is 
rocognized as his, and provents hor from marrying anothor. 
Only tho daughters of froo families avo allowed to Lattoo, 

“Tho Lr womon all cayry a picco of lacquered wood, on 
whieh aro writlon sovoral linos of a Lr ballad; tho 
writing, howovor, is like tho wiggling of worms,eand 
cannot bo deciphered. Tho how nove leaves tho hands 
of the men, It is mado of a rattan that grows in tho 
shape of a porlect bow, tho fwo ends having notches on 
which to fasten tho shings. Tho strings aro nlso of 
retian, and tho barbed arrows of bamboo, without 
feathers, but armed with threo barks, in shapo liko the 
horns of tho water callrop, which, ontoring the Mosh, 
ennnot bo withdrawn. Tho Wild Lr aro very flores and 
violent; their bows draw tivo hundvod cattios (266 Ibs.). 
They go armed with spears, having corsclets of bono and 
helmeta mado of the bark of some fragrant toa. 
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“The districts aro from twenty to thirty ti (say ton 
miles) in oxtont, and oach district has upwards of ten 
villages. Tho soil is rich and tho poople numorous as 
in the villagos of the Chinoge outside. ‘The mountains 
and poaks viso in ranges above cach othor and ave 
covored with deop forests. Tho water is noxious and 
the mountains coverod with a purple mist. Tho air is 
damp and clogo, being shut in on all sides, so that out 
siders cannot enter with impunity. In this way, by 
moans of what is in fact a calamity, all savages obtain 
their security, 

“Tho Tame Li aro tho parasites (literally, darmel) of the 
Wild Lr, and tho tax-collector is the doyouror (literally, 
paddy-worm) of the Tame Lr. Whenover a Wild Lr 
wiiggles, the Tame Lr are up and after him. The 
wickedness and dosoit of the Tame Li ao provoked by 
tho demands of tho inx-colloclor. Tho tax-collector cor- 
responds to tho village eldox, or tho hoadman of a strect, 
and exacts sorvice from the Lr as if thoy wero captives 
whose liyes ho had spared. All taxes aro lovicd ac. 
cording to his assossmont, ang find their way into his 
private purso, Whon his suporiors domand them ho 
soya, ‘Ah! theso Wild In, I don’t dare to press them 
lost thoy rebel.’ This is a specimen of their villainy 
“and deceit. In caso an official goes in person to the Lr 
villages to recoive taibute, if, as ho arrives at each place, 
ho partakes cordially of the vepast prepared for him, tho 
Lr aro dolighted, treat him with gveat respect, and 
dasten 10 bring in all their dues. If in any way he fails 
to respond to their hospitality thoy become excessively 
enxaged, and lio in wait along the forost paths with their 
bows and arvows to attack him : in this their ovil naturo 
corresponds to that of their water and planis, Tho 
official must sppoar pleased, smile graciously, and con- 
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verso with them, receive their offerings, and in relun 
prosout them with somo silver modals tnd rod cloth, 
With thoao thoy go homo most happy, place them upon 
tho inconso altay, and rogurd thom as precious. Lf, 
however, tho ollicinl despises thom boenuso thoy axo 
naked, and requires thom to put on propor clothing bo- 
foro ho will neo thom, the nows of such troatmont is soon 
spread abroad, and thoy axe thoncoforth seldom seon. 
Tho ixibuto is also withheld, and thoro is nothing fox 
tho officer to do but to ask tho tax-colloctor to sao to it, 

“The Lr ave mostly of tho two aurmmames I'v and Word, 
If a chief has not ono of those namos tho Tr will not 
submit to him, Whon a man wishos to pocome a chiof 
an ox is tied 10 2 cortnin place to be shot with dho bow. 
Tf tho arrow goes clean through tho ox’s belly and comes 
out on the other sido his right to bocomo a Lr chiof is 
vindicated. In making agroomonts writlon charactors 
avo not used. When anything is borrowed they tako a 
cord and mako a knot in it, which sorves as a dood ov 
pledge. If iho debi is, nol paid, although dooados and 
conturios may havo pnasod, tho childron ox grand- 
childron may bring out tho knotlod cord and demand 
payment, nox can tho doscondants of tho debtox dony 
tho claim, 

“Tho Lr ave much given to cursing, and their spirits 
have powor to work great injury. Vor instaneo, if a 
man falls out with his associate, ho straightway cursos 
his deceased paronts, Ina little whilo the man’s body 
begins to scem liko firo, his hoad and stomach boing 
racked with pain. IT, awaro of tho causo, does not lot 
it be known, but simply says, ‘I havo offended the 
carth god,’ and offers worship, pouring out a libation 
of wine qnd presenting an offoring of mont. Thoso he 
sacrifices to tho earth, ropenting prayorg tho while, 
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‘WWhon tho gnorifico is ended the man and his wife divide 
the things betwoen them and eat them, whereupon the 
sick man recovers immediately. \ 

“Tf any one in trading cheats them with spurious or 
adulterated articles, they lic in wait along the roud, and, 
seizing the first man that comes along, carry him to their 
home, where he is beaten with excessive severity. The 
victim of this treatment sends a letter to the family of 
the real offender informing them of the matter, insisting 
upon thoir sending the goods originally 1equived, so that 
ho may be reloased. If they cannot get hold of the man 
he informs his associates, who apply to tho magistrate 
for Yame Lr to be sent with a warrant to arrest him, 
Although he ddes not understand writing, he will re- 
cognize tho official stamp and deliver up the goods 
forthwith, 

“Tyadition relates that the spirit of thunder carried 
an egg into the mountains from which a woman was 
produced, and further, that ® man from Grs0-Cor 
(Annam) crossed tho sea in search of fragrant herbs, 
and upon tho marriage of those {Wo, childven and grand. 
childven followed in groat abundance, This was the Lr 
mothgr. Originally the Lr belonged to the race of birds 
and beasts; being derived from an ogg, their natural 
disposition was, distinot from that of human beings, so 
that from ancient times to the presentthey have remained 
uninfluenced by the royal eivilization.” 

This tradition of original birth from an. egg is very 
common among the diffe.ont Indo-Chinese peoples. The 
ploces quoted above give at onco some intoresting 
sketches of Li customs and a hint of the way in which 
tho Chinese troat tho mountaineers when they have the 
opportunity, Tho charge of cowardico and timidity 
which the Chineso bring against thom can hardly be 
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sustainod, and might, in many cases, bo applied to tho 
Chineso thomsolvos. A constant stato of warfare oxista. 
I, is gonevally wndovsteod that the Chinoso provoke 
quarrels hy choating the moro simplo savage, who then 
volalintos by making a raid on tho kotllomonta, killing tho 
mon and carrying away tho womon, Tho Jat, armed 
chiefly with bows and spears, avo no match in tho opon 
field for tho Chineso, with rifles and cannon. hoy 
therefore conceal themsclves in tho jungle and mako 
sudden sallios, retreating hoforo tho onemy ean rotuliato, 
The Chinoso aro theroforo afraid of tho junglo, equally 
on account of thoso ambuseados and tho malaria whieh 
prostvatos many of thom, Tl says aront deal for tho 
natural friondlinoss and forbearance of “tho La thet, in 
spito of all tho bad trontmont thoy moot with, thoy 
should pormit tho Chinoso to tvavol and indo un 
molested through thoir country to tho oxtont they do, 
Tho construction of thoi houses is very simple. Most 
of them aro of the “bont” patlorn, so-callod from thoix 
resemblance to the upturned lull of a boat, ‘Two rows 
of hard-wood pillave ayp fiumly ombodded in tho earth 
and joined by cross-beams to form tho main suppor On 
thoso bonms aro Inid tho slrong and supplo trunks of 
young troes, which interlace in a» ourvod lino at tho top, 
and on them bamboos aro placod crosswiso, making w 
light and solid framo, which is covered with an imper- 
vious thatch of junglo grass. ‘ho side walls aro mado 
of woyon bamboo, threo or four foot high, and boyond 
theso tho sixaw thalch slopes sovornl feot until ib almost 
touches tho ground, forming broad ani well- protoated 
eaves vory much like those used by the Kaonyens on the 
Burmo-China frontior. Under these gonorous eaves the 
dogs, goats, and other animals find a comfortable sheltoy. 
The end walls are made of bamboo lattice, with a door in 


Cy 
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the middle of cach that siands oper all day long. No 
windows are needed, for tho openings in the bamboo work 
admit stfficiont light even when the doors aro shut. 
Within, tho space is sometimes, bub far from always, 
divided into apaitmonts by hght bamboo partitions. 
The floor is of earth, but beaten smooth and solid. Along 
the whole of one side are the beds, arranged on bamboo 
frames raised a foot or more from the ground. The 
houses ave usually built agamst the slope of the hill, and 
the main entrance is from the upper end, where the roof 
projects, forming a portico. 

A large fire burns in one corner, and the Lx have 
usually but one jorge ivon kettle, which serves all pur- 
poses inturn—cooking, boiling water, wash-bowl, foot-bath, 
and soon, On the walls are hung heavy nets for the 
capture of game, the mode adopted being to enclose a 
space, usually of swampy ground, with the net, which is 
four feot or moro in height and several Hundred foot long, 
and dxivo the gamo into it, Wild pig, deer, and such 
animals are caught in this way. Bows and arrows, 
spoars and knives also adorn the beams, as woll as 
numerous trophios of the chase, in tho shapo of tho 
jawboves of tho animals captured. 

» he Lr do not seem to have any form of writing, none 
cortainly that is generally known to the people, Captain 
Calder found what appeared to bo characters of some kind 
sorawlod on the mtorior walls of a templo in a Lr village 
noar Yu-Lin-Kan, but none of the villagers could tell him 
anything about them, except that they had probably beon 
written by a medicine man, who was, however, not forth- 
coming. The characters have a resemblance to a kind 
of mixture of Chinese and Malay, something like what 
ono might imagine these characters written on the sur- 
face of rippling water. The Lr do not seem to have even 

24 * 
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any recognized symbols for-numbovs, and it is only those 
who have como ‘in contact with the Chinoge that have 
any notion of timo. ‘hey do not caro for money, ut 
aye keon bartorers, and will readily givo.s bullogk fox a box 
of gun caps, tio for a pound of gunpowder, and five ox 
six for a gun. ‘ho possassion of a gun of some kind is 
~ ono of thoix doarost ambitions.. Ono singular point about 
tho Li is tho civeumatanco that they seoom to havo no 
form of religion, unloss porhaps it might bo a regard 
~ for good and -evil spirits; but oven in Shamanism thoy 
- ‘soem to be far from porfoot. Thoy have no. ancestral 
worship, no I'una-Siruz, no stato roligion, no signa of: 
imago or spirit worship, no shrinos—nothing that would * 
seom to indicato a religions boliof of fny kind, Ovor 
the doors of somo of the housos avo to bo seon'ocension: 
ally a few slips of gilt-bospattorod vormilion paper, but 
this is probably put up simply bocanse tho Chinainon 


uso it, and with no idew beyond ornament. . Ut is said. , 


that a epedial corner of tho house, that bohind the door, 
as with tho Kaorymns, ig supposod to bo sacred to Tia | 
Pou-Sin, a kind of fipy grandmothor; bub My, Honry 
_ Was noyor able to seo anything in this supposod holy 
spot but hoes and poles and hate, which cortninly anggost 
no idea of sanctity. Tho voligion of tho Lr is ag winch , 
a mystery’as thoix possible writton character, 
Anothor singular matior is tho antixo absonce of graves. |. 
‘In all My, Honry's jowrnoy he saw no tomb, nor any 
sign of. a burial-place, Tho Lr avo .a healthy, robust 
rago but they. must dia like other pooplo, Still, no in- a 
quiries could dvaw out any information-ag to what tHoy 
do. with their dead. Ma, Henry was of opinion that. the 
-», body was placed in auy secluded place, and that-caxe as’ ” 
»4akon. to. replace. tho carth and cover it over’ so that tho 
Place might not be teooguized. Posaibly they: have, thois 
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i akoleton hilla” like some of the hill tribes of Burma, : 


Mz, Calder claims to have scen,a wake, bub he only ‘saw! 


, the Lr near ‘the coast, where they may possibly have 


adopted Chinese methods, In going through o village 
he saw a dead.and half-drowned bullock in one place, a 


-, few sleeping and drunken people at another, and the re- 


“mainder gorging themselves, some on raw meat, others 


’ Yoagting picces of it over the fire, and all more or less 


intoxicated. ‘On the forty-ninth and sixty-fifth. days after : 
death the relations again assemble at the grave and hold 
another feast. -They do not seem to regret the death of 
an old person,much. On one occasion I noticed a coffin * 
at the side of a hut; it was empty, and, making in- ” 


~ quiries about it, I was fold by a young man that his old 


father was dying. “Hoe expected he would be dead in a 
fow days, and he, the son, had just made a coffin for him. 


Tasked if he was not sorry that his father was dying: 
_ hé Inughed and said: ‘No, he is of no more use; ho 
\’, dan only-aat, and I have to provide food for him, so why 


should I be sorry that he is to die? he is.an old man, 


and itis better for him to be dead than alive.’ On the 


other hand, the Chinese work quoted above says: “When 
the parents die, the ohildven gather together what wealth 
of personal sflects they have left.and, in the presenee of: 
the chiof and the people, bury them, saying, ‘ The favour 
bestowed by our parents is so great that we have nothing 
wherewith to requite them, and cannot therefore presume - 


“to: appropriate what they have left behind to our own 
nge.’ Moreover, of the paople about, none would dare to . 


steal them lest the evil spirits should injure them, so it 
is said. When carrying burdens in every cage they use : 


: but one shoulder, no matter if tho way is over stoop hills 


or dangerous places ; their ancestors always did so, and 
they will not presume to change the mode. “This is an 
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~ instaheo of thoir aiupid affoctation of filial piety.’ Ib is 


— much to be feared that the ut have no belief oxcoph 
in: the’ oxistonco of ovil spirits, tho lowest aud most doe, 


© gyading cult that oxiats, 





As fax na is yot known thovo aro only two porta of any 
rool yaluo.foy foroign shipping, ‘Theso aro Tlomow, the 
“treaty port, in the north, and Yu-Can-Kan in tho south. 
Of thoso Eornow, close to Kruna-cuow, tho enpital, ig tho 
only:ono that ig vonlly used, nnd labours wndor vory 
* groat disadvantages. ‘Tho banks and. ourvonta of the 
straits aro -yery dangorous, and tho chmuel ia very 
intvicato, Ships havo to anchor in an open rondatond, | 
and havo no protection-in cithor monsogn. ‘Lhe town 
lics threo milos up the xivor, and a long apit of sand 
runs out into the bay, end at low-water little is to be 
soon but a broad strétch of slimy mud. Boats can only. 
go up to the fown at high-water, aud thon only with. » 
men who knows tho channel, Suok a stato of alfeivs ig 
yuination to trade whore there avo many afoamora, or 
‘whon large cargooa havo to bo shippod. ‘he town con- 
sista mainly-of ono long streot following tho benda. ‘of © 
tho river, with one or two stragyling sido atreots,’ Thoro 
“ia a wall round part of it, and two or threo Mastollo 
towers, in tho way of fortiflontions, bosides a long onvth-_ 
work, with bamboo “palisading and a few guna, which 
haye been run up sinco tho sommencomont ‘of, the 
Tongking campaign, This might bo cnsily sholled from 
the anchorage, but detormined troops with good brecol.. 
loadors might make a dixoot landing very diffloult, The 


works oan, however, be turnod without the slightest a 


ef difficulty, : 
- he. inhabitants of the place wore. originally come 





pulsory exiles, and axe supposed to have come from the 


Uyuxiny provinces. Now they sponta dinloot of their — 
: ook o i ‘ : yea 
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own. The country round. about is vather pretty, To. 
tho west thera is swelling ground with pleasant woods, . 
and a Chineso camp now occupies a great portion of it. 
‘The main interest to the European lies, however, in ‘an 
old cemetery which covers a gvoat part of the main slope. 

: Hundreds of the monuments have the cross plainly cut 
. Mpon them, and the names of Chinese converts, with 
all the particulars of age, residence, and position given. 
The inseriptions on several of the Chinese tombs, ‘as 
well ns the size and shapo of the monuments, show 
them to have beon men of high position in the Church. 
‘Conspicuous among the others are the tombs of thrée 
- Iuropeans.. Gne-of these was a Gorman, and the Latin 
insoription records that he died October 9, 1686, after 
having been eight years in Hainan. Hoe was evidently 
4 man of unusual importance, his tomb being much 
- more elaborate than the others. The other two seom to 
- have been Portuguese, who died in 1681. Many of the: 
‘Ghinese tombs bear nearly the same date, and the ~ 
annals of the prefecture record, a particularly deadly- 
plague’ that swept over the place at that time. The 
éxistence of such ao cemetery so finely situated, and. 
with*the tombs of so many respectable people, seems to 
show that at one time the Church of Rome had a large 
following in Hainan. The Chinese. records have not 
much to bay on the matter, but tradition asserts. that 

aTao-Lar was among the converts. “It is also claimed. . 
that: the present temple of longevity at Krune-oxow, the 

_ Capital, was once a Romish church. The officials now 
worship there. on New Year's morning and on the 

\, emperor's bir thday, The Jesuit Mission is said to have 
Been opened in 1680, and to have gone on progressing 
for half.a century, Then the suppression of the Society 


“of Josus probably led to the disappearance’ of the Hainan 
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branch. It is " shrango, howoyor, that from boing so 
numorous tho convorts of the north of tho ialand should 
have dwindled away ao completely. A modorn mission 
was commioncod by Fronch fathors in 1819. Jt has mob 
with little auecoss. : 

Kruna-orow-l'v, whore tho chiof ofivinis live, is only 

a short walk off to. tho east, ‘ho path lies over gravo. 
covered, barren hills, and part of tho way botweon lines, 
of evor-groon’ hodgos, with every hore ant there a 
Pai Fang, plain, shabby gatowayd apanning tho road in 
momory of constant widows who novor marriod: again, 
though somo of thom wore.no moro than betrothed, 
Tho anoiont walls of tho city look vory pioturaaqte, 
covered as thoy aro with a groon garmont of forna, figs, 

“and various oreepors, ‘The houros aro. onviously low. 
A tall mon has to bond double to got inside, This is for 
better socurity against typhoons. Numorous gardens, ” 
ponds, and groves of bamboo show that thoro is alun- 
danco. of room fox tho inhabitants, : Outside. the woat 
gato is tho contro of (ho dolionto cocon-nut ware ine. 
dustry, for which tho north of Tainan in colobiinted. 
Bomo. of tho carving and.silvering is quito remarkable 
in tho fnonoss and ‘subtlety of the tracery, ‘ho whole 

* town, howevor, has tho appearance of a placo that has 
soon bottor days, It is not probablo that it will seo. 
thom. again, for if any placo. is to grow ik will bo: 
Hoihow. Any European houses’ that may bo built will 
xise on the woodad slopos to tho wost, 

; But unfortunately, unless somothing is dons’ Boon tee 
improve the water approach to the fort, there is aatrong : 
likelihood that ‘in ‘a few: years the ontranco to Hoihow 
will’ be completely blocked. ‘Tvon now tho’ cargo-bonts: 
have such endless difficulties in throading. thoiz way. up. 
the shallow tidal creck that, it seems almost a marvel 


 - 
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that trade continues td exist, “The. spit has oxtended 


nearly a mile sinco 1869, and at this rate of progross 
cannot be long of bridging.tho entrance to the creck. It 
is anid that a very moderate amount of engineering 
skill could turn.a large volume of water into the branch 
of the river that flows past Hoihow, and so scour the 
channel as to keep it’open for boats at all.states of the 
tide. My. Jordan, late consul at Krone-cuow, at the. 
ond of his valuable report for the year 1884, actually 
anticipates the closing of Homsow altogether, and says 


“that. the choice of another port would: seem to lie 
between EHstana-Pu, tho port: of’ 'Tam-onow, and Po- 
“Comix, a harbour about sixteen miles to the cast of 


the prosent'tréaty port. The former is » good harbour, 
but is not a vory important contre of trade, while there 


. ds a bar atthe entrance of the latter place. 

“Zhe harbour of Yu-Lim-Kan on the south const seems 
_. to be very fino, but thore would. probably be little but 
» timber and forest produce to export from it. It was 


used by tho Bast India Company during the last and 


 onrly part of the presont contutios as a place for laying 


up and vepaiving ships. It seems also, for a longer or 
shoxter time, to havo been occupied by the French dur- 
ing the allied war with China. In the forcign cemetery 


‘ab Yu-Li-Kaw are buried several old East India-Com- 


pony servants. Many of the Chinese here and at the 
neighbouring village of Sama are Mohammedans, and 


‘there is a mosque.and Sort, or Mollah school,.overlook- 


ing the beautiful bay, but the people have a very bad 


name for blackguardism. nee 
_»Mai Jordan’ report on the foreign trade at the treaty : 


port during the yon 1888 shows that both the export 
and import trade are making steady advances. The 
total value of the trade during the yéar.1888 rose to 


fearcy 
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gp little over half a million stovling (Haikwan tees, 
2,042,886), tho imports having a slight sdvantago- over 
the oxports (Hnikwan taola, 1,074,060, to Waikwan trols, | 
968,826), 

Opium constitutes 41 por cont. of tho total value 
of the import trade, . Sineo tho Tongking disturb. 
ances havo diverted the Yiinnan trade down the Weal 
River and to Paxmor, ab tho hond of tho Tongking gulf, « 
cortain amount of the drug from that province has found 
its way to Hoihow, whore its. choapnoss may prove an 
attraction to tho, poor people. Noxt to opium como 
cotton goods, mostly English drills, handkorohiofs, and 
musling, and cotton yarns and throad, dio amount of 
the latter imported having trebled, diving tho year. 
The natives socom to prefer to got the raw matorial and 
apin thoix own cloth, Largo quantities of Indian cotton, 
Korosone oil, cloves and spices, and flint stonos are also’ 
imported.’ -Koxosono is ousting tho native poanut prom. 
duet, but.cave is always takon to.burn tho Intior oil in 
the immediate prosonco of the presiding doitios, though - 
every tomplo of anye vospeotability. has. its. gaudy 
chandolior. 

- Tho export for 1888 was the largost on 00004 Ineub: it 
goams rather to point to an abundant’ harvest and the 
translorrones to steamers, owing to low froighta, of a. 
portion of what was formerly junk-borno produco, than 
to. an inovenso. of the aren under. cultivation. Sugar, 
white. and brown, formed a largo portion of this; but” 
thé most ‘astonishing inoreaso was in the siamben, af 
pigs, eggs; and poulixy: 85,848 ‘pigs, 41,799: hond, of 

_ poultry, -and-8,584,066 oggs form tho contribution which 

“Hainan sont’ in 1888:to the colonial: market, Bullocks’: 
are: “algo exported. in inoveasing numbers.. Grass-cloth 

: wildy ats bosides’ fhe peculing ‘Aligtse work, gro. 


Ae eae? 






TRADE PROSPECTS. B61 


other exports which promiso much. The fragrant wood 

of Hainan hag a reputation extending back over many 
conturies: Tho natives say that itis procured from tha - 
core of. a decayed tree found in the Lr territory. Some 


' eighty-five catties—two hundred and. eighty:odd pounds 
“are seni annually for the use of the Imperial Court, 


most of which fwnishes the material for incense-offering 
at the Templo of Heaven. 

Five hundred and thirty-eight steamers antared and 
dleaved during the yen, two hundred and cighty-two of 
which flew the British flag. Tho beat suited for the 
trado avo steamers ranging from three hundred to five 
hundred tong burden, which arrive one day, work all 


" night, and loayo the following morning.. Larger vessels ; 


zun the chance of being detained too’ long before they. 
can fill up, and detention is injurious to Hoihow cargo, 


“which genorally consists largoly of live stock, eggs, and 


othor perishable; produce for the Hong Kong market, 

On the whole the island is certainly one which can:bo 
largoly developed, and promises much interest to the tra- 
‘vollor and tho scientific investigator, whethor he studies 


x man. or nature. The French can very easily take the 


Chitose part of the island, notwithstanding the strong 
Ghineso garvison drafted in; but it is probable that the 


noquisition would be a most costly one for them. They. 


oan barely keop the timid Annamese and Tongkinese 
poaccablo.. In Hainan, with a proud and sturdy. hill 
people; who would not brook the stern French adminis. 
dative syatem, they would have another Acheon on théit 
hands, involving a large garrison and constant reliefs. 


hoy have enough of that before them in Tongking and ~ 


‘Annum. -‘Lwo such burdens would be more than their 


-oxchoqier can stand, notwithstinding the. hope to yaige' 


ay Hive port to Highs pone in the China as 


f vif 
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THE PROPOSED Kid CANT. 


; ee 
O attack tho Kna Canal schomo may porhaps be 
considered slaying tho slain. ‘Chis, howovor, is nob 
80, Whon tho Fronch Governmont Survey Expedition 
in.1888 was undorstood to have reported against the 
project, I'vance was only ostablished in Cooltin: China. 
All tho trado that might have como trom Saigon and 
Bangkok would have roltanod but a fractional interest 
on tho outlay, and vory little of tho China and Indian 
trado could have boon oxpectod to passthrough, Now, 
howevor, that Fvanco has practically annexed Camboja, 
aid will, at tho propor timo, do the like with Annam and. 
Tonking, not to montion tho slow progress weatward which 
may confidently bo anticipated, it scoma worth. while: 
discussing tho chances and difficultios of tho proposition... 
to maken short out tothe France Nouvelle of tho futuro’ » 
the. great. Indo-Chineso Empire, which is to inolude: 
Cochin China, Camboja, Annaim, Tongking, Laos, and.’ 
“Siam; and is to balance the English power in: Tnding os : 
Commander Loftis. wont’ is Commissioner for His: 
Majesty. the King of Siam, nlong with~the Fronql: - 


t 





y 


THE SURVEY or 1888. ; 868 


Government aurvey ery that examined the route of 
the proposed canal in the months of January, February, 
‘and Mareh, 1888, and has: published his conclusions at 
‘Singapore in » amall brochure. The party wae undor 


‘tho command of Lieutenant Paul Bellion of the French 
“navy, and consisted of five gentlemen besides the com-. 


mandant and Captain Loftus. Very conflicting accounts 
hhave been given of the French opinion as to the result 
of their investigations, and the official report has not 
yet and possibly never may be published, but Captain 


Loftus has no doubts whatever on the matter, He pro- 
-mouncos the canal to be ‘quite impracticable, M, de 


Lessops.is of as diametrically opposite opinion; but M, 
do Losseps has not been on the ground. He founds his * 
conclisions on ® poruaal of the engineering studies of, 
M, Delonele, a gentleman who examined the isthmus a 


: -cotplo of yoarsago. -M. de Lesseps says tranquilly, “ Ce 


- 


sora Papaire d'un coup de drague.” ‘That it is not only 
not moro: dredger, work, bub that it is a yexry arduous 
undertaking, Captain Loftus gives us abundant reasons 
for believing. 

The isthmus is situated a little less than half-way 
down’ tho Malay Peninsula, at the. point where the last 


' offshoots of the Himalayan range fall away, and tho 


“mountain backbone of the peninsula begins: The 


‘.<morthorn shore of the Bay of Bongal entrance to the 


: - proposed canal is British territory, Manawoon being the. 


: southernmost district of British Burma, Tho fact that 
“yao have territory, police stations, tin mines, as well a8 


forest: Jand along part of the canal routo gives us a - 
apeoinl interest in the Fvench proposal, apart altogether 


. from. a-consideration of the influence such 9 canal might 


haye'on the trade of Singapore. Otherwise it is Siam 


‘ that has most say in tho mattox, or would havo a aay. 
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“if she wore not afraid to hint anything that might give, 
tho Fronch grounds, oven the fnintost, for n quarrel, 

Tho ‘Kra routo passes through o hilly district somo 
twenty miles ox so across before it opens out into the low: 
souniry. Tho wholo distanco botwoon tho river Cicum- 

. Pox, flowing inte the China Sea, and tha mouth of the 
*. yiver Paxonan on tho wosl, is twonty-sovon milos as tho 
crow flies, but tho junglo track now oxisting is very 
‘tortuous and unoven.. ‘She highest point to bo passed is 
two hundred and fifty foot abovo the lovol of tho soa, 
and tho avdrage hoight of tho hilly aivip is a hundyed 
and thirty foot, Thirty foot addod to this for the dopth 
of the canal would give ua a hundred and sixty feot aa. 
the average depth of the necessary cutting, + 

Ié will bo noticed that this offhand, caloulation of 
Captain Loftus is a much moro favourablo estimate of 
the amount of oxcavation to bo done than thoao who: 
actually might have to dig the canal would find it to be. 

. Taking this, howevor, as’ a ‘basis, and assuming: the. 

“breadth of tho onndl at the bottom to bo seventy-seven. 
feot; granting-also that tho sidos of tho cutting wore - 
- M6 the very moderate anglo of twonty degrees, tho width 

© of tho canal at the top would be n hundred and. nifety- 
one feot.. I'vom thoso date it is a moro matter of figures. - 
to show that tho amount of material to bo oxcavated 
and carried off would-be ii round numbers alah te 
millions of cubic yards, 

Moreover, this hugé cutting would bo,for the grontor 

_ part of tho distance through rock, which is hard to onty 
_ ond yot not rock that will stand wonthoring and last ° 
“like the ;sided of tho Panama Canal. Assuming thad! : 
this prodigious amount of earth and stono can be token: 
out. there comes a now diffioulty in-tho:- question, what. ry 
>< d8.to;be done with it. ° Tt sonnot be shot in any part “df": 
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othe hilly country. Tt would therefore -be necessary. to 

. Yoavry it milog. away into the open plains, Captain 
Loftus’ ‘hardly. oxaggerates whon he asserts that “it 
yould require tho wealth of a nation and a oe ‘to 
accomplish.” 

Ag if these’ difficulties were. not. sufficient, we find | 
others rising up in every quarter. The Bay of Crumron 
isvory small’. It. is’ quite open, and. the strong. enst- 

“north-east winds which provail in’ the Gulf of Siam | 
during tho north-east monsoon blow dead in on its. 
westorn shore. Not. only is tho bay very shoal, but it - 
is known to have silted up very considerably during the 
Inat fow yonvs., Tho: wind opposes tho froshots ofthe 
two xivors that flow into the sea. here, and the gusponded 
sedimentary matter is therefore prevented from going 
‘out toon. ‘Tho river Cuumpon itself winds about a 
groat. deal, some of the bends being very sharp. ‘The 
bed is. shoal, full of sandbanks, and snags in the shape’ 
of sunkon treos from the frequont landslips. 

On the weatoin side the channels at the entranco. of 

a tho Paxonan sive ave extromelyeihtrioate. The alluvial 
deposits from tho rivor, combined with the action of the 
southewost monsoon, havo thrown’ up an extensive bay of 
, 80nd and mudin front of both the alternative entrances, 
” Moxaover, before the entrance to the Ruyona river, as it 
ig frequently called trom tho .Sinmeso mining town of. / 
the namo, is reached, vessels would have to thread their 
way through tho difficult. and dangerous islands of the 
* Morgui Archipelago. A south-west squall hides the 
largo islands like St. Matthew's, which lies: right 
abreast of tho river ‘mouth, and simply blots out the ° 

°-gmallex “ birds’ nests” and tho numerous bare rocks, 

‘hough tho channel would have to be dug through 
“Rard rock, ho corresponding advantage would be returned ~ 
5 ce 
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for this labour, Tho rock is of a vory unsntinfrotory 
charactor. Captains Irasor nnd Foxlong, who surveyed 
tho isthmus in 1868, with o viow to tho construction of 
a ship tramway (und who declared that a canal was an 
impossibility), stato tlt tho rocks neross tho. para aro 
moatly of @ quattz on sandatono, Drs, Wolfor and 
Oldham, who alao’ examined tho district in tho course 
of drawing up a xoport on tho Texasserim conl-fielda, 

‘gay that thoro is a great accumulation of beds of 
psoudo-porphyritio rook, xosting on bods of granite and 
highly notamorphic rocks. Imbeddod erystallino drag. 
monts of felapar, which wenthor out.frocly and bocome 
whitenod on exposure, givo the appearango of porphyry,, 
from which tho namo is:dorived, In thoi normal cha» 
ractor thoso bods, though highly indurated, are earthy, 
with tho small, irregular bits of folapay dissominatod in 
thom, ‘They form, in fact, what ia commonly called 
disintogratod granito, passing, on tho ono hand, into hard, 

oarthy, slaty massos, and, on tho othox, into “grits,” 
often yory conrse and highly conglomernio. 

Landalips avo vory gommon on all tho. rivors. Thoy* 
would bo equally common on tho canal. unless the banks 
‘wera mado at a vory obiuso anglo, or regulwly wallod 
up, Even then there would bo continuous labour and 

~ oxpohso in keeping tho channel freo, not only in the 


~. xivors, but in the canal itself, Ib would bo a very. pro- 


longed coup de drague. In aidition there would be the 
‘expense of numerous lights on tho western approach, for 


tho Morgui Arohipelago—intricate and dangerous oygn’, 


in the daytime during tho ‘thick and stormy weathor g0 ‘ 


common all through the south-woat monsoon—would bo. 


absolutely impnssible at night without such beacons, 
Tinally; supposing the canal constructed, what -avo' 4 
pipeae to the world’s commerce ? Soret Lottui 
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thus states the distance that would bé saved, and point 
out,the accompanying disadvantages : : 
“Set, The difference in nautical, ‘miles bebween’ the © 


proposed Kna route and the present Malacca Straits 


route of English mail -and other steamers, passing 
through the Suez Canal and bound to China, is 256 


~ miles. This measurement has been. carefully made 


from .a” point off DuNpra Head, on the south coast of : 


_, Ceylon, to a converging point in the China Sea, from 


which all steamers by either route would have to steer 
the same course to Hong Kong. 

“9nd. The difference in distance between the afore~ 
said routes for the French mail stenmers calling in at- 
Saigon and bound to China’ is 888 miles, measuring 
from the same position off Duxpra Head, 

“8rd. The difference between. the aforesaid routes for 
steamers bound from Caleuttn to Hong Kong: is 471 
miles. : 
4th, The difference between the aforesaid routes for 


' -gtonmers from Madras to:China is 881 miles.” 


From this itis evident that ro saving in time could 
be effected, as from one -to two days’ detention would 
almgst. certainly. be’ incurred in the canal before. a 
steamer’ could pass from one sea to the other. - Inde- 
pendently of this there is the risky navigation’ alluded - 


to above, with heavy canal expenses, pilotage, and lights 
Jnto the bargain. , 


‘To. outside nations, therefore, it is palpable that the — 


Tra Canal offers no. special advantages ov’ attractions. 


Thore axe none but the French interested in the matter, 


“for the fact that the site ofthe canal is. to be: in » 


Siamese, territory means nothing. The Sinmeso Go- 


" vernment. is too timids: and -alarmed at the idea of 
offending the French to offer any serious opposition if 
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the Ropublic ronlly sols ils mind on having the onnal. 
Tho question is whether ib is worth tho trouble for 
France to undoriake the task fox herself alone. Not- 
withstanding tho vasb oxpense which it will he, there 
avo many Mronchmen who think that ib will offuy com- 
pensating advantages fo tho grant Indo-Chinora Minpire 
to bo formod. Alvoady thore is talk of sunning a rail 
way from Saigon up to ongking, and from Vongking 
into Yunnan, Thovo is alyondy a lino from Saigon to 
Myrno, and it is proposed to prolong this up to Pros 
Pern, tho capital of GCamboja, and thence, at somo 
fuinro dato, through Barsannona ovo to Bangkok, In 
that caso, with Bangkok and Quaxa-Yaw, in Tongking 
for hoy ohiof ports, and railways bringing down vaat 
stores of producotimbor and minorals 40 hor conats, {4 18 
just possiblo that © canal through tho Isthmus of Kna 
might soom dosixablo, Bub it will bo a toxibly costly 
undoriaking, oven if a moro fonsible lino than that am 
yeyod in 1883 is discovorod, ‘hat routo is impossible 
oxoopt to contractors silting in thoix offloos, 


oe 





CHAPTER XXIY. 


TARE INDO-CUINESE EMPIRE, 


‘ THROM the geographical point of view Indo-China is 

divided by nature into three distinct regions. The 
first of these opens on the east of the Bay of Bengal, and 
has three great rivers, the Inpawanpy, the Srrrana, and 
the Sanwenn, The second is drained by tho Munam and 
tho Mitxone into the Gulf of Siam. The third basin has 
for its main watex-way the Sone.per, and opens upon the 
Gulf of Tongking and the China Sea. Theso three 
physiaal divisions correspond pretty accurately with the 
political situation, The xivors all come from the same 
neighbourhood, the Hastern Himalayas. The peoples 
gue all more or less ethnologically allied. The countries 
have a strong resemblance in physical character and 
fortility. 

The French contention is that they should all belong 
tq the same power, In the dim past a united Mongoloid 
race may have possessed them. In the not distant 
future they should be reunited under a stronger govern- 
ing people. The French are content to leave Burma to 
‘us, chiefly perhaps because we have the greater part of 
pe é Q5e 
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- ib already, bub also, to put it moro gracionaly, bocnuso 
tho natural outlot of the country is tho Bay of Bongal. 


‘The other ‘two. regions, howavor, thoy maintain, belong 


to tho holdors of Saigon. 
During tho last yoar ovonts havo progressed rapidly 
towards tho realization of this ambitious achoma, ‘hore 


now only vomains Siam as a sorious power to stand in. 


tho way of this Indo-Chinoso mpiro. Annam has beon + 
roughly brought to a knowlodgo of tho faci that sho is a 

moro geographical oxprorsion, and that eventually, like 

Camboja, sho. must bocomo a movo- province of the 

Mpiro, with or without a figuro-hoad in tho. shape of a 

so-otllod king. ‘ho process is acoomplishod iu various 

ways. Intostino quarrola brought about tho tutelage of 

King Nonévost, In Annam a tronty in tho nature of a: 
oatch-bargain sorved the purpose of having a say in the 
country. ‘Tho failure of tho Annamoso to rend botwoon 

tho linos of this doowmont led to tho war in Tongking, 

and to the usual protectorate at Iluxt. ‘Tho country (on 
tho mapa and in Jronch books) opens its armas to redoive 

tho Ironch. It soontay howover (off. tho map and in 

yonlity), that the people aro not quite ao onthudinstio, 

and that tho arms nro’ the octopus tontaclos of @hina, 

Those aro boing detached ono by ono, but tho slownada 
of ‘tho process is somowhat ititating to Fvonoh ambi 

tion, and will materially retard tho dovelopmont of do~ 

signs to the westward, 

Novortholoss, mattors nro in train there too. © The 
Saigon papors discuss, in the most cynical and matige- 
of-fact way, how the theory is to ba dovoloped injo 
\ xenlity, he fact that Siam must bo. protested on 
“annexed, certainly eventually annoxed, is not aUpposog 


to be open to question at all. It is a simple axiom, 


© Stil moder Huropean aguonmishnoas atipulates ‘that 
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" frontions, however absurdly drawn, should be respected. 


Tt is therefore necessary to find some excuse for virtuous 


‘ambition, Tho. project is no moré new than the con- : 


. veying of Tongking. aie have not run go smoothly, 


that is all. 

A trap was laid years.ago, but Siam was ini timid or. 
too wary to fall. into it. Camboja was: once fas mucha 
Siamese dependency as Tongking is iAnmmcioees In 
1868 the country was taken under’ French control, and.- 
Siam had not » word to say. It is thia meek submission _ 
of Siam that irritates the Saigonnais and atthe same 
timo whets his appetite. There ought to have been 


- protests and éntervention by Siam -on behalf of her 


yossal. .Camboja itself, in ‘the person of King Nordépom, 
made no resistance at all. ‘That sorry potentate was 
only too glad to get any one, no matter on what, condi- 
tions, to keop him on a, throne from which he would 
otherwise righteously have been expelled, He tlierefore . 


. was most complaisant in the matter of a treaty. Siam 
- hédno army and’ no arms at.the time, and therefore . 


perforce acquiesced peaceably and silently in the spoli- 


‘ation of her own territory; to the scarcely concealed 
. dniitdtion of France. Cochin China, however, now com- 


oc 


be forts itself with the veflection that Siam is its natural 


‘enemy, and that conflict must come some day. 
‘There are a variety of ways of bringing it about, but 
the favourite.scheme, and one more than ever.easy now 


. that Tongling is in’ French hands, is through the 


medium of the. Shan States. This conglomeration of 


* small principalitios has been for ages a subject of dis- 


“pute between Burma and Siam. The mountain chief- 


ee nover.at any time, and less than ever to-day; paid - 
«much tribute or respect to anybody: Tho question of 
the suzerainty over them ~ however. always excuse 
a] 
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onough for a fight whon thoro waa a warlike King in 
tho one kingdom or tho other. Tho Jronch havo not 
noglocted to vont tho oltt ohonicles. Uf tho King of 
Siam should gibo af an awkward momont, it would be 
easy onough to ocoupy his lila by stivving up trouble 
with Burma in tho mattor of tho northorn Bian Statos. 
‘Whon, on tho othor hand, tho. timo’ comos whon it is 
conveniont and desirable to progress towards tho Pro« 
tectorato over tho Muvaa valloy, all. that has to‘bo done.’ 
is to veiso mischiof ‘in: tho States tributary. to Siam, 
Whon Siam prococds to assort her authority Ivaneo 
will intoryono to protect tho ‘ just rights" of tomitoules 
with which commoraial rolations, prosont or prospective, 
avo maintained. Such.a policy may aoom inoredible in | 
those diya, but it ia not only discussod rogularly in the — 
Colonial papers, but is also calmly isot forth, in snoh 
books ag Raoul Postol’s, Léetrdme Orient. 
_ These considerations oxplain the otherwise dingulay 
interest which Franco takos-in Mandalay affoiva, ‘tho 
Rangoon papors havo long puzzled over tho matter : 
“without coming to anny" moro antisfaolory conclusion 
than that Franco wants to koop King Jsnumau ag muoh - 
at enmity with us as possible... Bub that is too &yudo 
and haxmloss a, policy for our quick-witted. noighboura 
Tho troaty concluded in 1888 of friondship and allianae . 
betwoon France and Bune will bo kopt watt fox other 
and moro far-sooing mattors. : 
This, however, is only ono of. tho schomos meditated. 
Tt is probablo that-a inuch moro divest and apeody plan | 
will be adopted whon mattors in Tongking have bean 
tidied: up. Tho way has beon prepared for it by the: 
flight of many Chinogo and othors from Stueay, Hunges. 
Hoa,,,ond .other Tongking towns, . ‘heso now arrivals, 
icant Hone. by tho Sinmese, Haws by the Pench, so 
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fax froin péaceablo. During the summer of 1884 they 
have penetrated down’ to Luane-Pranane, and even 
farther south to the Mérona, where it maltes its ‘huge : 
~ hend to the enst past Pon Prssay, Siamese troops have 
boon sent northward to expel them, or at any rate to 
prevent them from ravaging the country, and at any 
time news of a conflict may be expected. 
Hore ia an ideal opening for French protecting genius, 
‘and there is. tio straining of conscience in tle matter, 
_ fox it was the: French action in Tongking which drove 


_, , the Chinamen into searching for fresh’ fields and pastures 


: new, and it seem only reasonable enough ‘that the . 
French shoulé set themselves to protect peoples who 
axe victimized through French doings elsowhere. The 


“» Opportunity is quite charming, and it had been foreseen, 





Bo that everything might be done, if Possible, still more 
decently and in order, 

‘Dy, Pavt Nate is a Frenchman who is well ees for 

. his interesting studies among the Mois; Moi is simply 
a local name, like Muon on tho, Tongking frontier, for 
the different Laos: tribes. Di. Nurs has studied the . 

: language and customs of the Mots in the. Miixone river 

. valley before, In the apring of 1884 he went thexe 

again, and got as far as Tivand-Prapane on the upper 


‘..Migxona. Ho.also travelled through a great-part of the 


country to the east and south-cast of that town. Hoe | 
-was on Government mission, still to find out the ways 


andl legends of these charming Mois, aswell as to make 


inquiries concerning the route, known to exist, but un-.. 
known to. Europeans, from the Laog penser over fo: 
“Tongking, 
: But whether from pure. patriotism, or in accordance 


ne vith saoret instructions, the doctor took up the Mois in 





‘an Brees ee way. .To the cast of Lvana- 


) 4 fy 
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"-Pranane, aul moro eapocinlly soutlwarda along tho 
Annam frontior, thor azo mn number of small tribal 
~~ ohiofs, wham the Mronoh adeant lind visited, whom he 
has induced to sign iréation doehwing « abrong dosive to 
placo thomselvox undor Ironoh protection, nul fo whom 
ho lias givon Fronoh Sega quite in the do Brawn 
“fashion. It must, howover, bo romonbored that these 
Taos pooplos are vory much higher in the sealo of civi- 
lization than tho Africans who used M. do Braven's 
flags for pookot-handkorshiofs, and put them to other 
purposes. ‘hey may not know all thas thoir signaturos 
imply, or all that ivenoh proteation means, but they aro 
not fools; and thoy avo high-spirited, Whon thoy find 
that. French protection moans tho collaring «of their 
revonuos thoy will fight, and thoro avo Siamono troopa, 
if not actually in thoir torvitory, yob close at hand. 
Tho country ia nvery dino one. Jt appesrs, from tho . 
amnvoys of Moxava. Mnoarthoy ani Laonowons, employes, 
of the Siumoso Governmont, as well ae from information ; 
collected by Mr. Holt Hullobt during luis jonrnoy in the 
oorly part of 1884 throfigh tho Suan States, tlint the 
idon conveyad of this part of Indo-Chinn by Gaxnior’s. 
_ work on tho Mixon oxploration in quito mnislodding, 
Along the xivor itself tho country indeod seoms barren 
and thinly populated, but a vory little distance farther 
to tho east a vory fino region i4 como upon, ‘Thoxe avo | 
magnificently fortile plains ond viver valloya with a 
lnzgo nnd induatyious population, ‘With tho aasiatanco. - 
of the Sinmeso troops, or with their own unaided xe 
* aduxess, they will probably: bo able to sottle issues with 
“the Hata,” for they ave a stalwart, warlike people, 
‘yoty. different from: tho Tongkinoso. If the Dyanoh 
jome over and claim exeoution of the trontios, and: eli 
ostablish oustom-hougo, offioars and divecteurs: dee ’ 
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afivires indigtnes, there will be fighting. .The French 
will get the footing they want, and it, will go hard if 
they do-not fasten a quarrel on Siam. * 

This is somewhat serious, although uot a little of it is 
ludioxous. Tho signing of voluntary documents savours 
too muoh of over-sorupulous formality. It.ie protesting. 
. too'much. Tt is not even oviginal. A gteab majority of 
the states. in this part of Indo-China have paid tribute 
“ab one, time or other to Annam, and it may be, asserted 

that othora weve tributary to the old Kaamr Iingdlom. 
Camboja and Annam are now equally looked upon as 
French territory. Franco is bound to protect all theix 
tributaries, dnd Dx. Nurs has studied the local histories 
with # philanthropic desire that none’ who. have any 
claim to come under. the protecting wing of Franco 

“should lose that'boon, Tho matter is therefore all eut 
~ snd dried as far'as this border country is concerned. ; 
Bub-vead in the light of the new information which 
‘My. Hallett gives us of the configuration of the San 
country, this advance of Frengh customs and French 
» officials in Indo-China is‘ shuch more serious matter. 
Ma, Hallett tells us. that the basin drained -by the 
Miixona. extends very. much favther .wost than has 
shithorto been imagined.. For tho sake. of peace and 
soourity, and ‘the nocessity of haying a frontier, the 
French will find it imperative teprotect the whole 
Mitxone valley... The turbulent Says and the ferocious 
Siamese might otherwise keep thom in constant fear 
“and danger.. This will.take them close up to the north 
of Zimméd (Cutane-atar), and farther west even than this, : 
to the. ‘Burmese’? Shan States of Taem-nez and Monay,: 
“and will cut off the chieftain of the Kraxa-Tone platenu 
fvom ‘the suzerain, under whom he now wishes to. place 


“bimeslt . hae 
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The annexation of Camboja—for ib is little short of 
that—may bring up at any momont tho question of the 
rightful ownership of the Siamoso provinces of Baeraa- 
none and Korat. Tho commission of 1866 docided that 
those two digtricla bolongod to Siam, and not to Cam- 
boja. Tho officials told off to protoot King Nordpomw 
at Pyow-Pawn have ovor sinco boon grumbling at this 
dovision, Now that Camboja is Fvonch the matter will 
bo viewed in an ontiroly now light. Fronch studonts 
will bo moved to adopt ontively now viows from a fullor 
acquaintance with old Cambojan and Siamoso olironicles, 
Evon now a gentleman, M, Aymonior, who is tho groat 
authority on Camboja, is in Bangkok finding startling , 
thinga in anciont inacriptions. To back up tho dooi- 
phorers of old tozbstonos and (umblo-down monumonts 
will come the military mon with thoix views of tho abso- 
lute necessity of having a frontioy which will guaranteo 
them s veasonablo amount a anfoty from thoix dangoroua 
neighbours. 

Those aro no more sjorile alatomonts, ‘hoy may 
be hoard disoussod oponly'in’Saigon, and thoy aro to bo 
read botweon the linos of every Jtronchman that lis. 
writlen of Coohin Ohina or Tongking. Some are opni- 
cally outspoken; somo ayo naively candid; all recognize 
the faot that Siam may very woll somo day become 
French, 

Whatevor ignorant statosmon in England and lateses~ 
faive officials in India may think on tho mattor, Siam 
horself has no doubt, Sho watchos ovory movemont ofe , 
Franco in tho Bast with foyorish anxiety, and is atraid 
to make any change, ovén for tho good of the country, 
in cage if might offond tho Governor at Saigon. ‘Tho 
tewor of invitating tho Fronoh is well shown in the onse 
of @ proposed line of steamers between Saigon and 

‘ ! i 
: ‘ 
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Bangkok, There is no trade whatever between the two 
ports, and thoro ave not the slightost signs that any 
suoh trade is likely to spring up. Saigon knows this 
porfestly well, and Siam knows it too. Yet the French 
not only propose that this line should be ostablished, 
but suggest that the Siamese Government should sub- 
aidize it, When thore is hesitation and demurring over 

, thia, the French Oonsul-Genoral storms at the Siamese 
Ministry for their “ suspicions.” What right, what cause 
had thoy to be suspicious of the great Republic? These 
atigpicions wore degrading, they were insulting; if they 
wero continued the matter would haye to be seen to. 
No such lin’ of steamers has yet been established, but 
the Siameso Governmont has never yet mustered up 
courage to say that it will not support it if it should be 
established, ; 

Now from a purely philosophical and outside point of 
viow it might be all the better for the people of Siam if 
she wore annexed by the Fronch. The civilization in- 
troduced by the French in hor,colonies is not altogether 
au unmixed blessing, but at’ any vate it is better than 
Siamoso goverment, oven under the present intelligent 
and well-meaning young king. But the presence of 
Frenoh on owr Burmese frontiers is a contingency which 
would be very far from desirable, and would be certain 
to lead to quarrels and embitterments. The treaty of 
commerce and friendship with King Tumenau of Inde- 
pendent Burma would then assume an altogether diffe- 

fm °xont complexion from its present Platonic character. It 
is not at all a quostion as to who is to have Siam; we 
would much rathor be without it. What would suit us 
beat would be that the country should be independent 
‘gnd firmly established, not wavering and shivering with 
every fit of indigestion of p Bangkok Consul-General or 


878 WH. INDO-OHINESH DMPINT, 


, 

every utterance of a Saigon Govormnor. Wo have no in- 
*¢onsiderable commoreial intoresta in tho country... Un- 
Tess, however, thoso aro incroasod, and Gorman and 


othor foreign trading fma ostablishod in tho country, ' 


Siam is doomed. Tho. king himaolf acknowledgos it, 

Princo Davawonasn, his right-hand man, is anxious to 
aéo thogo measuros—tho only salvation of tho country—~, 
accomplished, All that ia wanted is a littlo oncourago- 
mont from tho Governmont of India. But tho Covorn- 
mont of India is as cold and apathotic aa if Siam 
was ton thousand milos away, ox in anothor sphore 
altogether. 


No botter instanco of tho uttorly onllou§ stolidity of .. 


‘the Indian Council can bo adduced than thoir mbitiudo 
with regard to tho Bangkok-Tavoy telograph. line, It 
was long before thoy could bo brought to soo the advan. 
tage of such a line at all, Thon thoy mado an uttor 


‘mess of it.” Tho Siamego Government wanted the lino we 


to go by way of Ranuna to Maun, on nccotint of tho 


traffic with. both these downs, and beoause the 'Lavoy.” | 


routo was mown to beso unhomlthy, that oven the 


natives mado a long détour to avoid it-at vorinin songons | 


of tho yoar. A glanco at tho map will show that, vhilo 
tho Ramune lino would havo cost the Siameso vory much 


moro, tho oxponse to India must havo heen -practically | 


tho same, But tho Indian “ tolegraphs” wore stubborn. 
Thoy would hayo tho ‘lavoy lino ov nothing. The 
Siamono gavo way, and tho lino wasfinishod, ‘What has 


been tho result? Bverything has-tumed out oxnotly ax 


tho Siamese had anticipated, _ Three Mnglish ingpeotors 
and & very large number of subordinates diced... 'Then 


, the Government of Tndia summarily closed thoiy part a 





“of the line, . Ibis in working order up to the ‘Biamese 
_ frontior from Bangkok, ‘and there it stops, fo the aimple 


i 
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dead tons of Siam. “It will be ‘acknowledged that this i is” 
very hard, and ig little likely to draw the Siamese 
Govornmont. into’ any closer relations with India. In 
the diy songon it is proposed to xun-a. telegraph wire 
from Bangkok up to Cummne-mat in the hope that the 
Government of India, will join on to the. line at Ranzne, 
according to tho original suggestion. Somer justico . - 
demands that this should be done at once, a 

- The: same callousness prevails with regard ti. the 
Burma: Siam vailway project. A word from. Sma to 
way that the line was viewed with favour or even with - 
interest would be enough to decide Siam. The Govern- 


. ment would set about the. construction of the line to 
*  Oummre-mar at once, and the magnificent tracts of fertile 


country thus brought into communication with the 


world would ensure the speedy introduction of European - 


capital, and thorefore the stability of Siam, . As it is, 


. the Siamese are afraid to ‘stir, lest. they should offend 


_ France, and have no one to back them,  Yot thexailway 
ois a magnificent scheme in itgelf. Dy, MoGilvary, an 


|» American missionary, who*has long resided in Laos, 
-writos of it: ‘Considering its prospective influence on 


“the civilization and dovelopment of tho whole of South- 





oastorn Asia, and its probable, if not cortain, extension 


into China, I vorily believe it may be classed with the ~ 


Suez Canal and tho great American Pacific Railway as 
one of the grand works of the century.” 
I cannot be too strongly urged that the whole French 


‘procedure ‘with xegard to Siam is as: scientifically ee 


mapped. out. as a game at draughts, Every counter 


‘. move has been caloulated and. provided for, and we are 
“rnd disinterested spectators. . “It cannot be ‘too. strongly: 
_ | anged-that we do not want Siam, and have no- particulas 


hankering | pier the Say. States,. but we. do want:to . 


1 
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_koop France out of them, Even with the Channol, the 


silver streak, betieon us, wo find thom troublesome 


“enough neighbours at homo, and if wo had them on our 


Burmese fronties thoy would bo simply unendurable, 
and thero could bo but ono igauo to tho situation, ‘Warr 
with France ia an ovontuality which it is not ploagant 
for us to contemplate, but it would be practicably in 
eyitable, Thero is only ono moans of avoiding tho 
danger, and fortunately it is ono which ought to bo 
easily enough offected. Wo must bind Siam to ua, ond, 
through Siam, tho Suan Statos.: Tb is nob at all nocos 
sary for this purpose that wo should lollow the Pronch 
“Protectorate” system; in fact ii would bé dangorous 
even to hint at such a thing. A xailway connecting 
Mauuaam with Onmva-naz, and Cnet with’ 


”- Bangkok, would supply all that is wanted. Siam would 


then be connectod. with us so divestly, and so mush 
capital would: bo involved, that she would conso to ba. 
the safo. quarry sho now is for sinistor Wrench doaigna. .. ° 
Tho Suan States, to o coytain extent, would nocousarily 
follow the auzerain power, ff, indoad, byauch lines to the 
aistward cid not connect them with us indopendontly. 
Tharo is gront danger that Franco may try a bribe, 
She may offer us the Sinmoso Statos of tho Malay Ponin- 
sula in rot for unopposed acquisition of Sinm itael{, 


"That would bo vory dangerous; for the Indian Coundil, 


though it is crags, is yory groody, anid statesmen, ot 
home oxo hopelossly ignorant of the risks. But itwould 
nob got over tho probability of frontior troubles, On the‘ 
sontrary, dt would inovenso thom... Tho French axe quite 
foiontifio in those mattors, nnd ‘ow Burma boxdererg 
fixe somewhat of a turbulent, unsorupulous lot. , 

If anything is to bo dono, it must be. done. at ones, 
France is rapidly formulating projects hitherto inchoate, 





gig? 7 ae : ' ane 


. Roos aman, a “98. 
‘Tn’a yor or' two Siam will be so surrounded that she 
will be unablo to stix. The policy of indecision which 
haa Jed ua into such trouble in Afghanistan and in 
Egypt will be oqually fatal here.. Action now while 


”. Branco ig engaged clsewheve will ensure the safety of 


. Siam ond a vast new market to out manufactures, to, 
_ bay nothing of n new path into China. ‘Vacillation may: 
bring about danger to India in the not distant future. 
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‘TRANCE AND. TONGKING: A Narrative 45. % 

of the Occupation and Campaign in Further India, |... 

. 1884. By. JAMES. GEORGE Scort (SHwAY Yor), =? 

’ Author.of “ The Burman ; His Life and Notions.” 

se WithMap and TwoPlans. Demy 8va.,cloth [Ready o 16° 9 

‘Mr, James ‘George Scott, who has acted as special corres- fed 
joriient ‘for several journals in the far East, has written a work 

‘on ‘the French. paral a in ‘onquin, which will be published very 

. $dom; My. Seattis still with the French army in-that country”. 

“Atheneum, Jan, 13, 885, ae 


HE TRUE STORY OF THE FRENCH. 
DISPUTE IN MADAGASCAR, By Captain « >. 
5. PASFIELD OLIVER, F.S.A,, F.R.GS,, &c., late 
«Royal Artillery, Author of “ Madagascar and the | 
Malagasy,” &c, With a Chapter by I, W, Cursson,, 
‘Hon, Secretary ofthe Malagasy Committee, . With “ 
“a Map. Demy 8voeww vie ae eal Ready Ov 9 HQ, 
7'Teyill ‘contain a review of the most. Interesting eventsin the .'. 
s canly relations of France with the grent African istand, and an 5." 
“account drawn from official doctments of The quarrel which has. 
leq to the preseat hostilities. It willbe’ lustrated by a map which 
wlil’show thes prineipal places occupied or bombarded by the 
French. Captain Oliver, who has twice visited the island, was 
pictentell with the. Star of: Madagascar .by Radamn II, but this: “ 


aa ‘no longer glyen to Forelgners,""—Daily News, Jan. 16, ° 
if Cart 


TO CANADA. WITH THE. EMI 
GRANTS, ByJ, Ewine Rrreuie (Curistorure 

«iy CRAYON), Author of “East Anglia,” “British - 2 
«\sy Senators,” &c, Eight Mustrations, Cr. 8vo. [Ready .0'- 

























THE ART OF WAR IN THE MIDDLE »+* .- 
AGES, A.D, 378-1515. Being the Lothian Prize -  *. * 
"Essay for 1884. By C. WiC. OMAN, B.A. Fellow «:- 
* of All Sauls College, Oxford. With Maps.and « 
+ Plans, Crown 8yo,, cloth: 50. oue> [Fast Oukso' 3 6 
“- ¢ §n interesting book," Saturday Review. ge Tag? a“ 

\ *Allsoldiers shoutd read it, aud no student of history but-will tot 
find it wseflil,""—United Service Gazette... Be 





















My. T. Fishery Unwin, 26, Paternoster Square. 


CHARLES DICKENS AS I KNEW 
IM: The Story of the Reading Tours in Great 
Baitain and America (1866-1879). Ry Grodan 
Dorrky. ‘hid Thousand. Crown 8yo. os ai 


Ty pleasant and unpetentions 6. Hin aceount of hiv 
typeriences is foterestingg in avery high degree Te will be wel 
came to all lovers Of Dickens for Deke! sake," benaame 

Will cortabily he read with Interest by all wha admis the 
geeatwrite. . 5. Phe hook will be welcomed by all whe are 
enger (a Karn everything relating to ono who nw If behind so 
deep an jmpiessidn on the herwts of mankind" Dally Telegraph. 

He hos told his story in the moat effeuthe manner, necom- 
panying o plain anid clea narrative with abundant touched of the 
pecuiiar humour which no friend of Dickons shoult he without,’ + 
Daily News ~ 

" George Dolby know tha ' Chiof? full well, ® 
Ant os ic knew him drew him ; 
So read the tale he ins to tell 
"Charles Dickons ag 1 Knew Ulm! Punch, 

“Tha hook js one which will well repay reading roa A 
haok which givgs us so many fienannt pi.tinex of one of the most 
interesting figures in modern Iiterntura.”” = Sadeediay Atet eur 


‘ 
UNITED STATES NOTES: A liistory 
of the various Issues of Paper Money by tho 
Government of the United States, nnd of the dig. 
tiibution of the Surplus in 1837, With Appendix 
on the Legal Tencer Question — Hy Join Jay 
Knox, Inte Comptroller of the Currency. With 
Photo-Lithogiaphic Spechnens, and Farms of the 
various Notes, Crown 8va,, cloth [early Ready 


"A vory minute historical sketch of the traasary and other 
notes issued by the Gosermment oo. The boule shontd be 
varefally stud{ed by those who would understand the sndjout ? 
New Yor’ Herald, 

“(The baok has solid merlts, and will be found highly service. 
able by students of our financial history, [te would be dificult 
to name any other works In which the olirroncy operations gf the 
Treasury and the proweeitinge of Congiess ini lation ther te me 
%e ininutely and imputially desuubed " -24e Auudtow (Now 

‘ouk), 


THE AMBASSADORS OF COMMERGE, 
i ALD. Artin, An Old ‘Traveller, With Sie 
ut 


964 


oP o 


trations, Crown 8ve,, cloth Avearty Ready o 3 6 


New and Recent Books. 


AN ARTISTIC GIrt-BOOK. 
ON TUSCAN HILLS AND “VENE. 
TIAN WATERS, By LinDA VILLart, Author of 
“Camilla’s Girlhood,” “In Change Unchanged,” 
“Tn the Golden Shell,” &c, With Ten Hlustrations 
by Mrs ARTHUR LEVON Squate Imp, 16ma..0 7 6 


“STi style 1s easy and pleasant, and ever and again her remarks 
are happy... Very dehghtful is the account of the \betone "— 
Leterary World 

* Nevt to the privilege of visiting these localities, this book 15 
the best thing, and no expense has been spared in making the 
volume an artistic success '—Zookseller, 


FAIRY TALES FROM BRENTANO. 
Told ig English by KATE FRUILIGRATH KROEKER. 
Pictured by F. CARRUTHERS GOULD. Tyventy-two 
Alustrations, Square Imp, 16mo, . oo 0 5 0 


“The extravagance of invention displayed in his tales will 
render them welcome in the nursery ‘The translation,—not an 
casy task,—has been very cleverly accomplished '— Zhe Academy. 

‘The illustrations are delicately executed, and the bindmg is 
one no child, who zs a child, could Jook upon without delight "— 
Whitchyll Review 

« An adnmable translatar in Madama Kroeker, and an mimt- 
(ble Hlustratoi in Mr, Carruthers Gould .. ‘Phe stottes deserve 
hoth the German and the English Posts encomitim, andl the ittus- 


trations are simply firesistible '— 7) uth, 








THE POISON TREE: A Tale of Hindu 
Life in Bengal. By BANKIM CHANDRA CHALTER- 
@ jen, Translated by M.S, KNicH1 Introduction 
by Epwin ARNOLD, M.A, C,S.I Ciown 8vo,..0 6 © 


“Tam glad to recommend ths transintion to English readers 
asa work which, apart from its chatm in incident and narrative, 
will certainly give them just, 1f not complete, ideas of the ways 
of life of their fellow-subjects in Bengal, marries Me Prefacu 

‘ The healthiness and purity of tone thronghout the book.’, —. 
Tn reviewing novels, st 18 selcom that we regret very seriously the 
limntations of our space , but we ave genutnely sorry that we cannot 
speak at greater length of a book which presents so many points 
of interest,"—feadeny 

*Admirably transinted into Enghsh by Mrs Knight'— 
Scvisman 


THE WRECKERS OF LAVERNOCK, 
By ANNIE JENKYNS. Crown 8yo..- ae “1 O 5 © 


“In dehneation of character the authoress is extremely 
clever —Sehoolmaster 


Mr. T. Fisher Unwin, -26, Paternoster Square 





A SMALLER BIBLIA PAUPERUM, 
conteynynge Thyrtie and Eyghte Wodecuttes 
Illvstratynge the Lyfe, Parablis, and Miraclis off 
Oure Blessid Lorde and Savioure Jhesus Crist. 
with the Propre Desctypciouns theroff extracted 
fro the Originall Texte off oun WIcLIF, somtyme 
Rector of Lutterworth. With Preface by the late 
Verie Rev. ARTHUR PENRHYN STANLEY, D.D., 

Dean of Westminster. Square 8vo, Bound in 
Parchment, ofd style ; brass clasps -_ we O10 6 
A tery interesting volume, elegantly hound in a epyer copied 
from an old book in the British Museum."—-2Bédliographer, 
© The illustrations are grotesque and quaint specimens of early 

act, and the whole book with its mysterious history, and its evident . 

function as‘an instructor of the illiterate, is extremely suggeyive 

and interesting."—ZLiterary World, , 





THR ART GlsT-3OOK OF THE SEASON, 


THE SEVEN AGES OF MAN. From 
Shakespeare’s “As You Like It.” Artists’ Epi- 
TION, Illustrated with Seven Photogravures from # 
Original Paintings by the most eminent American 
Artists, Les? of ttastrations: The Infant, by F. + 
S. CuurcH; The Schoolboy, by WILLIAM St, 
JOHN HARPER; The Loyer, by THos, HOVENDEN ; 
The Soldier, by GrLBERT GAUL}; The Justice, by a ‘ 
A. B, FRost; The Lean and Slippered Pantaloon, 
by W. F, Ssmpiev; Second Childishness, }y 
WALTER SHIRLAW. Large gto. elegantly bound, - © 
bevelled boards, giltedges .. us tee ae 

POPULAR EDITION of the above, Illustrated : 
with Woodcuts by the following eminent Engra- : 
yers; E, HEINEMANN, Henry Wotr, C, H. 

REEp, FRANK FRENCH, Gro. P, WILLIAMS and 
FRED, JUENGLING. Square pott 16mo., cloth 
elegant, bevelled boards, gilt edges one 6 O 5 Oo 
“ The comparison is interesting and instructive throughout, and 
justifies this lengthened notice of two very pretty books."—Sadur- 
day Review, * 
“Itis simple justice to say that asa gift-book the volume wilt 

be prized for its beauty as a maductian of somewhat ambitious 4 

designs,""~Scotsman, ‘ 

“Stongly contrast the old and new style of engraving, , . - 

The various artists have all been well-chosen,"—Graphic, 


New and Recent Books. 





LIFE AND WORK IN BENARES and 
KUMAON, 1839-77. By Jams Kennepy, M.A,, 
Author of “ Christianity and the Religions of 
Tnidia.” Introduction by Sir WILLIAM Muir, 
K.CS,.L, LL.D. D.C.L., Late Lieut.-Governor, 

‘ N.W.P. Eleven Illustrations. Crown 8vo., cloth o 
“OF what he saw and did he writes agreeebly, without 
abtruding the autobiographical form, . . , The volume is hetter 
worth reading than others of much higher literary petensions.” 

Academy, 


THE UNKNOWN GOD, and other Sermons. 
Preached in St, Peter's, Vere Street, by the Rev. 
ALEXANDER H. CRAuruRD, M.A., formerly 
Exhigitioner of Oriel College, Oxford, Author of 
“Seeking for Light." Crown 8vo., eloth [Ready a 


e 
THE REALITY OF FAITH. By the Rev, 
Newman Smytu, D.D., Author of “ Old Faiths 
fl in New Light,” “The Religious Feeling,” “The 
Orthodox Theology of To-day.” Thirdand cheaper 
Bitton. Crown 8vo,, cloth... ar ar wn 
“They are fresh and beautiful expositions of those dee 
things, those foundation tiuths, which underlie Christian faith 
and spiritual life in all their varied manifestations, ,.. We 
thank the publisher for bringing out these singularly suggestive 
and instructive discourses in so good adorm."~ Christian Age. 
— 


THE QUESTION OF QUESTIONS: 
@ Is Christ indeed the Saviour of the World? 
‘ By Trios, ALLIN. Crown 8vo, a. oy + 


ry . ''We cannot but accord it a hearty welcome, . . . Cares 
fully and vigorously worked out. . . . We commend Mr, 
Pah -Mlin’s careful and eloquent statement.”—Cherch Reformer. 
. "Mr, Allin's book will have a welcome fram those who desire 
” wise and simple guidance in their study of this impoitant ques- 
‘ tion."—Liferary World. 





7 * PAYING THE PASTOR, Unscriptural and 
‘Traditional, - JamErs Beaty, DCL, QC, 
Member of the Canadian Legislature. Crown 8vo, o 


‘Is well got up, and in every 1espect calculated to repay 
dareful perusal... « We recommend it as greatly helpfut in 
mastering New Testament doctine on this important and practteal 
question," 2eclesiastical Observer, 

“Skilfully put,"—~Presbyterian, 


a 
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EUPHORION: Studies of the Antique and 
the Medizeval in the Renaissance. By VERNON 
Lee, Author of “ Ottilie”” &c. In 2 vols, Demy 
8vo., cloth extra an ms a ws ae 


“The book is bold, extensive in scope, and replete with well- 
defined and unhackneyed ideas, clear impressions, and vigorous 
and persuasive modes of writing, . . » Large questions have 
Seen scrutinized in a comprehensive spirit, and are treated with 
both breadth and minuteness, according to the scale of the work, 
‘This will be apparent from a list of articles in the two volumes, 
After an introduction comes ‘The Sacrifice,’ ‘The Italy of the 
Elizabethan Dramatists,’ ‘The Outdoor Poetry,’ and ‘Symmetria 
Prisca.’ . . . ‘The Portrait Art,’ ‘The School of Bordo,’ te 
Tastly comes the longest essay of all, ‘ Mediceval Love,’ filling 
nearly one hundred pages. ‘This is certainly a masterly per- 
formance, ein over a wide field, and showing at every stage 
abundant discrimination." —Atheneunt, 

“Tt ig a distinct advance on Vernon Lee's previous work, The 
inipressions it records are as vividly individual as ever, the know- 
ledge which informs it is fuller and riper, [t deals with a period 
incomparably more interesting than the ‘teacup times of hood 
and hoop,’ through whose mazes her first work led us so plea- 
santly ; and it has more unity and continulty than ‘ Belcaro,* 
Its title is most happily chosen, since the studics all converge 
upon that mystic union of the medizeval Faust with the Helen of 
antiquity from which the Renaissance sprang.’"—Pall Afall 
Garelle, 

“ Every page of * Euphorion give evidence of immense read- 
ing in Renaissance.and in medieval literature, and the author 
possesses the sure instinct so ncedfal in a student of old books, 
which leads her to the passages where jatellectuat booty is to be 
found. . . . Deserves a most cordial welcome as a fresh and 
original contribution to the history of elvilization and art; written 
in graceful and often eloquent English,"—Spectator, 

: ' a 





THE AMAZON: An Art Novel, By Care 
Vosmagr. With Preface by Professor Georce 
Ebers, and Frontispiece drawn specially by L, 
ALMA TADEMA, R.A. Crown 8vo., cloth ... woe 


“Ttis a delineation of inuer life by the hand ofa master, It 
helongs to the schoolof Corinne, but is healthier and nobler, and 
in its thought and style fully equal to Madame de Stiiel's famous 
woik, Wedo not wonder at the European recognition of its 
great merits,” ~ British Quarterly Review. 

‘Throughout the book there is a fine air of taste, reminding 
one a little of Longfellow's ‘Hyperion.'"-—7he H/ovld, 

“Tt isa work full of deep, suggestive thought, M. Vosmaer, 
in writing it, has added another testimony to his artistic greatness 
aud depth.”---Zhe Academy, 


°o 
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‘ New and Recent Books. 





ARMINIUS VAMBERY; His Life and 
Adventures. Written by himself.» With Portrait 
and 14 INustrations, Fourth and Popular Edition. 
Square Imperial 16mo., cloth extra ae Le 


"A most fascinating work, full of interesting ald curious 
experiences."—Contemporary Review, 

“Tt is partly an autobiographic sketch of character, partly an 
account of a singularly dating and successful adventure in the 
exploration of 2 practically unknown country. In both aspects 
jt deserves to be spoken of as @ work of preat interest and of 
considerable merit.""—Saturday Review, 

“This remarkable book is partly an autobiographical sketch 
of character, partly a record of a ‘singularly bold and successful 
attempt to explore a country which at the me when Professor 
Vambéry undertook his journey was practically ¢erva zncoguita, 
+ «+ Professor Vambery's Autobiography is omnuium cousensu 
a work of very reat interest and merit.’ —Zi#e, 

“@Ve can follow M. Vambéry’s footsteps in Asia with pride 
and pleasure; we welcome every word he has to tell us about the 
ethnography and the languages of the ast,’—Academy, 

“Professor Vambéry, of Pest, has just published a book in 
England that tells the story of his life; a book that forms, under 
every aspect, most agreeable reading. It is not only a deeply 
interesging account of his adventurous enreer, but it is also 
written! in a light and atiractive manner, so_that the reader's 
attention does not flag for a moment,”— Dre Gegenwart. 

“The character and temperament of the writer come out well 
in his quaint and vigorous style... . ‘The expressions, too, in 
English, of modes of thought and reflections cast in n different 
mould from our own gives additional {iquancy to the composi- 


ce) 


tion, and, indeed, almost seems to baing out unexpected capacities 


in the language.” ~<A theneun, 
“There is something in his travels which reminds us of the 


+, @vanderings of Oliver Goldsmith. , , . The English public will 


find their interest in him increased rather than diminished by this 
graphic account of his life and adventures."—Zritish Quarterly 
evita, 

“Has all the fascination of a lively romance, It is the con- 
fession of an uncommon man; an intensely clever, extraordinarily 
energetic cgotist, well-informed, persuaded that he is in the right 
and impatient of contradiction," Daly Telegraph. 

‘« The work is written in a most captivating manner, and illus- 
trates the qualities that should be possessed by the explorer,"’— 
Novoe Vremya, Moscow. 

“We are glad to see a popular edition of a book, which, how- 
ever it be regarded, must be pronounced unique. The writer, 
the adventures, and the style are all extraordinary—the last not 
the least of the three. V1 is flowing and naturat—a far betier 
style than is written hy the majority of English travellers.’’= -S¢, 

ames's Gaseite, 


¥4* Over Righty other English and Forsign periodicals have 
- reviewed this work, 


6 
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THE EPIC OF KINGS. Stories retold from 
the Persian Poet Firdusi. By HELEN ZIMMERN, 
Author of Stories in Precious Stones,” “ Life of 
Lessing,” &c, With Etchings by L. ALMA 
Tapems, RA, and Prefatory Poem by E. W. 
GossE. Popular Edition, Crown &vo., cloth extra 


“Charming from beginning to end...,. Miss Zimmern 
deserves all credit for her courage in attempting the task, and for 
her marvellous success in carrying it ouf. ... Miss Zimmern 
has indeed mastered a pure simple English which fits the anti- 
quity of her subject, and the stories aie told in a manner which 
must provoke the envy and admiration of all who have attempted 
this singularly difficult style of composition. "Saturday Review, 


Also an Eedition de luve, on Dutch Hand-made 
Paper, Super Roy. Quarto, limited to 200 copies, 
Artist's Proofs on Japanese Paper, signed and 
numbered, bound in Parchment extra... se0 

Later Impressions, limited to 300 copies, on 
English Super Roy. 4to., the Etchings on India 
Paper, unsigned, bound in Cloth extra 4 


*,* A limited number of these editions may still be had, 


GLADYS FANE: The Story of Two Lives, 
By T,Wemyss REID. Fourth and popular edition, 
Int vol, Crown 8vo,, cloth gxtra ... vee oe 


“4Gladys Fane’ is a good and clever book, which few readers 
wie begin it are hkely to put down unfinished."—Saturday 

eview, 

“The author of the delightful monograph on ‘Charlotte 
Bronte? has given us in these volumes a story as beautiful as life 
and as sad as death. ., . We could not ‘wear in our heart’s 
core’ the man who could read aloud with unfaltering voice and 
unditamed eyes the last pages of this prose story, which is almost 
a poent, and which 

‘ Dallies with the innocence of love 
Like the old age.’ "—Standard, 

'' Mr. T. Wemyss Reid, the talented editor of the Leeds AZerxcury, 
has in ‘Gladys Fane‘ developed wonderful power as a writer of 
fiction, ‘Gladys Fane’ is no ordinary tale; the conventionalities 
of the present-day novel writer are not observed, but Mr, Reid 
gives us what should be theaim of all who produce light literature, 
something wovel."—Guardian, 

“ She is thoroughly original ; her portrait is carefully finished ; 
and it may safely be said that if Mr, Reid has a few more char- 
acters like thisin reserye, his success as a novelist is assured. . . . 
It isa sound piece of work, and, above all, it is very enjoyable 
1eading."—Academy. 
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New and Recent Books. 





SUMMER: From the Journal of Heyry D, 
THOREAU. Edited by H. G, O, BLAKE, With 
an Index, Map. Crown 8vo., cloth, 382 pp... 


This volume will contain passages selected from Thoreau’s 
Journals, comprising his observations and reflections during the 
summers of many years. Some of these are descriptive, with 
that fine photograpliic accuracy which marks Thorcau's pictures 
of natural scenes, Other passages contain those subtle ieflections 
on society, religion, jaws, literature, which also characterize 
whatever Thoreau wrote, and which pique the curiosity and 
stimulate the minds of his readers, The book has a full index. 
‘Thoreau himself seems to have contemplated a work of this 
kind, for in his Jounal he writes of A book of the scasons, 
cach page of which should be written in its own season and out- 
of-doors, or in its own locality, wherever it may be.” 


HENRY IRVING: in England and America, 
4338-1884. By Freprric DALY. With a Vig- 
nette Portrait, specially etched from a Private 
Photograph taken by S,A, WALKER, by AD. 
LALAUZE,; printed on hand-made paper by M. 
SaLmon, of Paris. Second thousand. Crown 
Bvdb., cloth extra sc, see cee nee ee tee tee 


‘My, Frederic Daly has brought together on interesting mass 
of facts which will be acceptable to the admireis of the eminent 
actor, Mr. Daly wiltes with judleions moderation, and without 
excessive adulation, thoroughly appreciates the deservedly high 
position occupied by the subject of his bidgraphy, "dl thenaum. 
«My. Daly is ashong though by o means tndiscriminating 
admirer of Mr, Irving. This easy and well-written narrative gives 
ayroad idea of the popularactor's career,” —Contemporary Review, 

“«Conseientiously full, thoughtfully considered, and gracefully 
wiltten "Daily Telegraph. a 

“Tt refers succinctly to Mr, Irving's literary efforts, essays, and 
addresses, and concludes with a survey of Mr. Irving's pusonal 
characteristics, , , . An interesting and useful volume... . A 
portrait of Mr, living, etched by M, Lalauze, is admirable in 
execution. Saturday Review, 

« Written with discriminating taste,"~-7he World. 

‘CMy, Daly sets forth his materials with a due sense of propor- 
tion, and writes in a pleasing vein."—Dazly News, 








SETTLING DAY: A Sketch from Life, By 


° 
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SOPHIE ARGENT. Crown 8vo,, cloth «ew. 1.0 3 6 


‘CA charming story of real life, and one that {s as true to 
human nature as it is true to facts,"-—Congregationalist, 


‘*4 pleasant and wholesome little noyelette, . . . It is agice- 


ably written,’ Society, 


Myr. T. Fisher Unwin, 26, Paternoster Square. 





THE FUTURE WORK OF FREE 
TRADE IN ENGLISH LEGISLATION. 1. 
¥ree Tradein Land. IL, Financial Reform. III. 
Monopolies, (7%e Cobden Club Prize Essay for 
1883.) By C, E. Troup, B.A, Balliol College, 
Oxford. Crown 8vo,, cloth... ee a ne O 

“Lucid in style, and based ona thorough comprehension of 
economic science, the book deserves the attention of all who are 
interested in the questions of which it treats—questions which 
are likely to assume prominence in the notedistant future."— 


Scotsmait. 

Leaves no doubt in the reader’s mind that Mr. Troup fully 
earned his prize by tieating the whole subject in a spirit of dis- 
cilmination as well as with undoubted abjlity,”—Leeds Mercury, 


e 





ORIENTAL CARPETS: How they are Made 
and Conveyed to Europe, With a Natrative of a 
ourney to the East in Search of Them. By 
ERBERT COXON. Illustrated with, Plates and 
Map. Demy 8vo,, cloth extra és ae or O 
‘We have many new and interesting facts, put in an extremely 
readable form, concerning carpets and the makers and dealers ji, 
them." Literary World. 





STOPS; or, How to Purfctuate. With Instruc- 
tions for Correcting Prools, & By PAuL 
ALLARDYCE, Third edition. Demy 16ma,, 


parchment antique or cloth... a4 on 1 O 


“Isa clear and useful little book, which ys written with more 
titerary skill than is usually shown in such manuals, Mr. Allai~ 
dyce will no doubt do more important work,’—A fhencum, 

“At the end Mr. Allardyce gives the useful example of how to 
correct a proof—an art which some of those who live by the pen 
never master thoroughly,”’—Seturday Review, 

“We have hardly any words but those of praige to give to his 
very thoughtful, very.dainty little book.” — Fournal of Lducatwn, 

“We can conceive no more desirable present to a liteiaty 
aspirant,*—Academy, 


THE HOUSE PURCHASER'S GUIDE: 
Piactical Hints for all Householders. By 
FREDERICK SNELLING, Demy 16mo, Cloth 


3.6 


3.6 
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New and Recent Books, 





CENTENARY , SERIES, 


? 
1. JOHN WICLIF, Patriot and Reformer : his 
Life and Writings. By RUDOLF BUDDENSIEG, 
Lic. Theol., Leipsic. Parchment covers, Antique 
printing ate te me tHe erry we 0 2 
Papey Covers o 1 


“Mr, Fisher Unwin has printed in delicious old text, with a 
Yrontispiece and vellum binding ‘worthy of an old Elzevir, Mr. 
Rudotf Buddensieg’s brief extracts from Wiclif's writings. .. . 
These are full of interest, and the little volume will be useful for 
teference."-—Graphic, 

« The matter is equal to the manner, consisting of a summary 
of the carcer of the great Reformer, drawn up by an acknowledged 
master of the subject, and ofa judicious selection of characteristic 
passages from Wiclif’s works."—~S¢, Fames's Gazette, 

‘(No better summary of the conchisions could perhaps be given 
than that Which Dr.” Buddensieg bas epitomized.”—British 
Quarterly Review, 

“'@ charming book got up in the ‘old-style,’ bound in parch- 
ment and well printed on thick paper, containing a scholarly and 
appreciative account of Wiclif’s li fa =Nonconpormis 

* Beautifully printed in the old-fashioned manner, and bound 
in imitation of vellum, this book is a thing of beauty, The 
specimens of Wiclif’s writings are deeply interesting.”-~-Szword 
and Tyorwel, 


oO 
ce 


2, THE TABLE TALK OF DR, MARTIN 
LUTHER. Feap, 12mo,, Antique Paper, Parch- 
ment boards s,s oe o oe 0 2 0 

‘This is an enticly new selection ands translation by Professor 

Gibb, from the ever-popular Zisclm eden oder Colloquia of The 

Monk that shook the world," and forms nn appropriate souvenir 

of the 4th Centenary now being held throughout Christendom, 

“Tis words are half-battles."—Richter. 

“*The Table-talk.' The most interesting now ofall the books 
proceeding from him.’—-Caréy/e, 

' Deserves the very highest pratse, Great discrimination has 
been shown in the choice of extracts, and considerable skill in the 
grouping of them under appropilate heads,""—Congregationatist, 


3 DOCTOR JOHNSON: His Life, Works 

and Table Talk. By Dr, MAcAuLAy, Editoy of 
The Leisure Hour un om on oo 1 O 2 
Paper Coveiso 1 

This littte work will form an interesting souvenir of the great 

fexicographer, as described in its tile, ‘The first part will bea 

newly-written life by Dr, Macaulay, and the remaining part of 

the book will be short extracts fllustrative of his writings and 

convelsation, 
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OUR MODERN PHILOSOPHERS: 
Darwin, Bain, and Spencer ; or, The Descent of 
Man, Mind, and Body. A Rhyme, with Reasons, 
Esssys, Notes, and Quotations, By ‘‘ Psycuosis.” 
Crown 8yo., cloth extra, 236 pps see eee nee tee 

“He isa powerfel writer, . . . Many of his stanzas are happy 
jilustrations of wit ind wisdom,’*—Leterary World. 
“This is a clever, amusing, and instructive book,!'—The 

Chrishan. 

“This work is highly creditable to the learning and industry of 
ils author,"—G/asgow Herald. 


o 4 6 


THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS: 


Being the Hulsean Lectures for 1882. By F. 
Watson, M.A,, Rector of Starston, and some 
time Fellow of St, John’s College, Cambridge. 
Demy 8vo., cloth as ase see cee wee nee te 

“‘Tt is worthy of carefil and critical review, , . , The book 
will be read with gieat interest by those who are interested in 
questions that it treats,"—British Quarterly Review, 

‘Mr, Watson's lectures must be awarded unqualified praise 
The lectures themselves are admirable, and nothing less can be 
said of the substdiary additions, which are very valuable as con- 
firmatory of the maim aiguments and theses,”-—Clergyman’s 
Magasine, 


THE CHRIST OF HISTORY. An Argu- 

ment grounded on the Facts of His Life on Eaith, 
By joy Youne, LL.D., Aughor of * The Life and 
Light of Men,” “The Creator and the Creation,” 
&c. Seventh and Popular Edition, Ciown 8vo., 


Cott: re ee 





OFF DUTY: Stories of a Parson on Leave. 
By CHartes WRIGHT. Crown 8vo,, cloth. w+ 


“So genial in its conception, and so modest in its pretentions,” 
— Christian Milijon, * 
¢ "Tt is a pleasant miscellany of prose and verse, with sunny 
gleams of humour."-—Christian Leader. 

«A playful little volume, full of cheery chat, often running 
away from the flats of prose into airy verse—with racy anecdote, 
wise suggestion, and sound good sense underlying even its fun.” 
—Greenock Diily Telegraph, 

“ The idea of the hook is well conceived and carried out...» 
The book is just the one for the sea-side or holiday resort, and 
only needs to be read to be thoroughly enjoyed."—Bandury 
Guardian, 


New and Recent Books. 





LIGHT IN LANDS OF DARKNESS: 
A Record of Mission Work in 
GREENLAND, LABRADOR, 


EGYPT, SOUTH AMERICA, 
SYRIA, ARMENIA, , 
PERSIA, Etc, ETC. * 


By ROBERT YOuNG, Author of “Modern Missions.” 
With an Introduction by the Rr. Hon, THE EARL 
OF SHAFTESBURY, K,G, Illustrated. Crown 8vo,; 
cloth extia, Second edition on oe ae 
‘This volume may be considered as a second seties of Modern 
Missions (see page 18), It has been issued in .esponse to the 
raneial demand for a completion of the record of a/Z Protestant 
Wissions Ungughout the world, 


HALF-HOURS WITH FAMOUS AM- 
BASSADORS. By G. BARNETT SMITH, Author 
of * The Life of Gladstone," &c, Crown 8vo.,cloth 
extra, with Steel Portrait .. 00 u. wees 


*,* Tnoluding Talleyrand, Sir R, M, Keith, Gondomar, The 
chetaid D'Eon, Metternich, Harley, Alberont, and Lord 
Malmesbury, 


‘'Mone entertaining than many a sensational noyel.”"—Zeho, 
ig : 





D a 
THE ADVENTURES OF ROBINSON 
CRUSOE, By Danint Deron. Newly Edited 
9 after the Original Editions. With Twenty Illus- 
trations, by KAUFFMAN, printed incolowrs, Feap. 
4to., cloth extra... ave os “ vee ae 
“This {s tiefutably the edition of ‘Robinson Crusoe’ of the 
season, It is charmingly got up and illustiated. ‘The type and 
punting are exccllent,””-—Standard, 





MOLINOS,—Golden Thoughts from “The 

Spiritual Guide” of MicuzEL DE MOLINos, the 

Quietist, With a Preface by J. HENRY SHORT- 

7 House, Author of “John Inglesant.” 136 pp. 

large Feap. 8vo., cloth extra or parchment on 

Readers of ‘John Inglesant" will be glad to have the oppor- 

tunity of renewing theli acquaintance with this Spanish Mystic 

of the Seventeenth Century, through the medium of a careful 
selection and translation of the best things in his ‘' Guide,” 
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PILGRIM SORROW. By Carmen Syiva 
(The Queen of Roumania). Translated by HrLEn’ 
ZIMMERN, Author of “The Epic of Kings.” With 
Poitrait-etching by LaLauze. Square Crown 8vo., 

» cloth extra 4 wet ane sa We oo 

“For this nature of literature the Queen appears to hava a 
special gift. . . . Aud never has she been happier than ia her 
Leldens Erdengang, which lies before us to-day. The fynda- 
mental idea of this cycle of stories is wholly symbolical. , . . 
’Yhe next story... 4s a pleco of exquisite writing. , » It 
ig said that for the very charming motherly figure of Patience, 

Kieen's Own mother, the wise and good Princess of Wied, 
has furnished the prototype. . . » The last story of the 
cycles, called 4 Z/7e, changes into an elegiac tone, and depicts 
an exyjstence spent in the search of Tinth, Though slightly 
veiled, it is impossible to ignore its autobiographic character. Wa 
have here the sout of the Queen laid baie befoie us,"—Liter®yy 

World (Review of the German edition), 

“If (a write poctry upon a throne be rare of‘ itself, it is 
certainly still rarer to find Queens giving autistic form to those 
moments of existence that approach the mysteries of human life 
Already, in her Sappho," the German poetess, who now occupies 
athrone, has treated of the relationship of man to the eternal, 
but the antique garb somewhat veiled her purpose, while here (in 
* Pilgrim Sorrow") she moves amid modern as well as,universat 
Ife, and is thus able to reveal the whole depth of her feeling and. 
lament. For what has inspiied her poctic phafitasy is the ever~ 
wnauswered question: Wherefore and whence fs sorrow in the, 
world? « The treatment is throughout symbolical, +. It 
deserves to be counted among thé modern monuments of our 
Nteratting,"—Raviewof the first Geyman edition in the Augsdurger 
Alfgemelna Beitune, Now, 2, 1899, 

“eo en) 





¥ a 77 
‘OTTILIE:“ahitighteenth Century Idyl. By 


VeRNoN Lex, Author of “ Belcaro,” “ Prince of the 
Hundred Soups,” &c. Square 8vo, cloth extra ... 

“4 graceful little sketch, . . , Drawn with full insight 
intd the period described," Spectator, > 

“Pleasantly and carefully written, . , , The author Jets 
the reader have a glimpse of Germany in the ‘Sturm und Drang” 
period "—Azheneum, 

“Otulie yon Craussenisa charming character,"—LeedsAfercury. 

“A graceful little picture, , . , Charming all through,?— 
Acadenty, 

“Of exquisite Nterary workmanship ; it is full of interest— 
Gallien ‘s Afessonger. * 

“Tt is a prose-poem which cannot fail to exercise on most 
readers a refining and purifying influence. "—Scofsman. 

‘To all who relish a simple, natural, and most pathelic story, 
admirably told, we recommend this cighteenth century idy] "—~ 
St Fames' Gacetie, , s 
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THE TEMPLE: Sacred Poems and Private 
Ejaculations. By Mr. Grorcr HERBERT. Small 
Crown. Nequ Edition, with Introductory Essay 
by J, Henry SHoRTHOUSE, Author of“ JOHN 
INGLESANT,” = 


This zs a fac-simile reprint by typography y 
the Original Edition of 1633. No pains have been 
spared lo make this an pxact replica as regards * 
paper, size, print, and binding. 


4th Edition, Sheep, imitation of Original Binding o 5 o 
Paper boards, Old Style, uncut edges, 0 5 @ 
{imitation Motocco .., ase me ai m9 & O 


“This charming ieprint has a fresh value added to it by the 
Intioductory Essay of the Author, of ‘John Inglesant???-- 
Academy, ‘ 


} * 

TALES OF MODERN OXFORD. ‘By 
the Author of “Lays of Modern Oxford: - ° 5 
Crown 8vo,, cloth extra ke on ue 6 o 

rane Cote 

“POEMS AND HYMNS. BytheRevwGT. — - 
Cosver, of Whitby. Feap, 8va, clfth oxtra, > 
giltedges 5 tee OO 


faeces arg % 


A CUP OF COFFEE, Illustrated. Feap, 
Byo,, boards 15 se aa ww wO TO 
‘This pleasant gossiping monograph ,. . and genial 
throughout,” —Daily Chronicle. 


« light 


“THE HISTORY OF  RASSELAS, 
Prince of Abyssinia, By SAMUEL JoIINSON, LL.D. 
A new edition, small crown 8vo, .., tee @ TOO 
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MEDITATIONS & DISQUISITIONS 
ON THE FIRST PSALM; On the Penitential 
and the Consolatory Psalms. By Sir RicHarp 
BAKER, Knight, Author of “The Chronicle of 
England,” &c. &c, A verbatim reprint in modern 
spelling. With Introduction by Rev. A. B. GROSART, 
LL.D, F.S.A, Portrait and Autograph. Crown 
8vo., cloth on ave oe or on 

“We have long known the comments of Sir Richard Baker, 

and we have often wondered how they escaped reprinting, . . . 

He turns his text over and over, and sets it in new lights, 

and makes it sparkle and flash in the sunlight after a manner 

litle known among the blind critics of the midnight school, 

Deep experience, 1emarkable shrewdness, and great spirituality 

are combined in Sir Richard, It is hard to quote from him, for 

he js always Rood alike, and yet he has more memora6le 
sentences than almost any other writer,"“—~The Sword and Trowel, 


THOMAS CARLYLE, The Man and His 
Books, Illustrated by Petsonal Reminiscences, 
Table Talk, and Anecdotes of Himself and his 
Friends. By WM. Howle WYLIE. Third edition, 


revised and corrected. Crown 8vg.,cloth extra... f 


Reviewing the latest volumes on Carlyle, the Spectator of No- 
vember x2, 1885, says:—'' The best specimen is, that by Mr. 
Howie Wylie, previously reviewed in these columns, a work 
which we know to have been read. with Pleasure by at least one 
warm and intimate friend of Carlyl¢, and to which, after perusing 
others of its kin, we return with a someVhat heightened estimate, 
from the point of view of the critic,” 

"One of the most masterly biographies—a bit of work, in- 
deed, which it would Se hard to surpass for sympathy, delicacy, 
Hberntty, of view, and wealth of friendly insight," Contemporary 

UE, 


SUNSHINE AND SHADOWS: Sketches 
of Thought, Philosophic and Religious, By 
WILLIAM BENTON CLULOW, author of “Essays 
of a Recluse.” New and enlarged edition, with 
Portrait and Appendix, Crown 8vo,, cloth extra,,, 

“Should be a great favourite with the small class of readeis 

who love condensed and concentrated expression, and who value 
a book in so far as it sets them thinking for themselves, Such 
readers will regard ‘Sunshine and Shadows'as great spoil, asa 
companion in rambles, a book to be pencilled in the margin, to 
be taken down at odd moments as a refreshment. Readers who 
love Landor and Hare and Pascal will welcome Mr. Clutow's 
work and piize it highly."—Bradjord Observer. 
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FOOTPRINTS: Nature seen on its Human 
Side. By Saraw TyrLur, Author of “Papers 
for Thoughtful Girls,” &c, With 125 Illustrations. 
3id and cheaper edition, Crown 8vo,, cloth extra, 
coloured edges eae cgaas wee ote 

A book of real worth,"—Spectatar. * + 





MODERN MISSIONS: Their Trials and 
Triumphs, By Robert Young, Assistant Secre- 
tary to the Missions of the Free Church of 
Scotland. With many IAustrations, and a Mis- 
sion Map. Third edition, Crown 8vo., cloth extra 


Tells the great story of the trials and trlumphs of Afodern 
Missions, UN was happy idea to endeavour to include that 
stoly, as briefly told as might be, in one small volume, so that 
Christign people of every Church might read within its four 
bundred pages the tale of what has been done in every | nd 
and by all sorts of Christians for the evangelisation of mankind, 
This book should certainly be placed upon the shelves of parish, 
congregational, and Sunday-school Hbiaries, It is brief and 
comprehenslve,"—C/y istian World, 





\ ry 
GERMAN LIFE AND LITERATURE, 
In a Series of Biographical Studies. By A, H. 
Jarr, LL.D. Demy 8vo,, cloth .. eae 


'cThis volume, as a whole, is adgiirable, each chapter being 
characterised by thoroughness, impartiality, fine critical dis- 
counment, sn always manly literary ability, and, above all, a 
nypral healthiness of tone, In fact, we are not acquainted with 
‘any English work, or, for that mates, with any Caatnental or 
American work, which we could place with so much confidence 
in the hands of a young student of modein German literate as 
the volume under teview, and as special proof of our assertion we 
would select the essay on Goethe... For this work we 
mitst express sincere gratitude to the author,"— Spectator, 





THE HUMAN VOICE AND THE 
» CONNECTED PARTS; A Popular Guide for 
Speakers and Singers. By Dr. J. FARRAR. With 
Thirty-nine Iustrations. Ciown 8vo, cloth extra, 
‘A very careful and minute exposition of vocal phenomena, 
Its utility is enhanced by a large number of diagrams,”— The 
Scobsueat, 
A work that is sure to be found of real practical vaine,”"—~ 
British Quarterly Review, 
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THE “LIVES WORTH LIVING” SERIES 
OF POPULAR BIOGRAPHIES, INustated. 


Crown 8vo,, cloth extra a. or pervo.o 3 6 
1. Leaders of Men, | 3. Master Missionaries, 
2, Wise Woids and Loving Deeds, 4. Labour and Victory. 
Pais * 5. Tleroic Adyentine. 


1, LEADERS OF MEN: A Book of Biogra- 
phies specially written for Young Men, By H. A. 
PaGE, author of “Golden Lives,” Crown €vo., 
cloth extra, with Portraits,, Fouith edition ..0 3 6 


The Prince Consort. Samuel Greg. 
Commodore Goodenough. Andrew Reed, 
Robert Dicks. John Duncan.e 
George Moore. Dr. John Wilson, 
= Lord Lawmence, ° 
“Mr, Page thoroughly brings out the disinterestedness and it 


devotion to high aims which characterise the men of whom he writes 
He has done his wo1k with care and good taste,"-—Spectator, 

‘*No one knows better than Mr. Page how to put within mode- 
rate compass the outstanding features of a hfe that has blessed 
the world so as to present a striking and impressive picture. Thi 
ts just the volume to enlarge the views and to ennoble the aims of 
young men, and to such we specially commend it,"—Literary 
World, 

* Here is a book which should be in the hands of every boy in 
the kingdom in whose mind ut is*lesirable to implant a tiue ideal 
of life, and a just notion of the prop: objects of ambition; and 
we may congratulate Mr, Page upon having catried out his task 
with all possible care and sktll, ‘Leaders of Men' js avery way 
an admirable volume,” Court Circular, 


2, WISE WORDS & LOVING DEEDS: 
A Book of Biographies for Girls. By E, CoNDER 
Gray, Crown 8vo., cloth extra, with Portraits. 
Fifth edition ... ae one tes ren wo 3 6 


Mary Somerville. Madame Feller. 
Lady Duff Gordon, Baroness Bunsen, 
Sarah Martin. Amelia Sieveking. 
Ann Taylor. Mary Carpenter, 
Charlotte Elliott. Catherine Tait. 


**A series of brightly-written sketches of lives of remarkable 
women. The subjects are well chosen and well treated,— 
Saturday Review, 


New and Recent Books. 





“LIVES WORTH LIVING" SERIES, 


3. MASTER MISSIONARIES Studies in 
Heroic Pioneer Work, By ALEXANDER H. JArP,, 
LL.D. F.R.S.E, With Portraits and Illustrations. |‘ 
Crown 8vo. Third edition ... De ae oe 6 
An extremely interesting book, The reader need nat be afraid 
of falling into beaten tracks here,"— The Guardian. fas) 
‘A collection of sketches from the practised pen of Dr. Japp, of i F 
men who have iendered good service to their race. “All are 
graphic and very interesting," —Vouconformist. a . 
"Tt biings before the reader a v¥id conception of all the 
grandest chapters in pioneer effort thfoughout the woud. There , 
aie many who must have felt the want of just such a handy book 
as this, and these will be grateful to Di, Japp."--Glasgow Mail. 


“A really extellent and readable book,"—Ziserar y Chagkchman 








4, LABOUR AND VICTORY, By A. H. 
APP, LL.D. Memoirs of Those who Deserved 
Success and Won it. Thid edition, Crown 8vo., 


cloth extra a. oe or) ase tee wo 3 6 
Sh James Outram, Bishop Selwyn. 
Thomas Edward Sir Titus Salt, 
Sir fees Simpson. Thos. Davidson. 
William Els. Friedrich Augusti. 


‘There must assuredly be 9 large number of readeis to whom 
these stories of the lives of such men till prove very acceptable.” 
— Spectator, 

4 We should be glad to see this volume in the hands of thou- 
satds ofboysand young men,"—Leeds Mercury. 


5. HEROIC ADVENTURE: Chapters in 
Recent Exploration and Discovery. Illustrated. 
Third edition. Crown 8vo., cloth extra «. uO 3 6 


x% Containing in a popular form an account of 
the ivavels and adventures of great explorers of 
modere tines, including Schweinjurth, Prejeval- * 
shy, Commander Markham, Vambery, Serpa Pinto, 
aud Nordenskiold, 

"Gives freshness to the old Ineshaustible story of ente: prise 


and discovery by selecting some of the very Intust of heroes in 
this field,"—Dazly News. 


My. T. Fishery Unwin, 26, Paternoster Square. 
VYVE BEEN A-GIPSYING: or Rambles 


among our Gipsies and their Children in their 
Tents and Vans. Ry GrorcE Smitu, of Coal- 
ville, Author of “ Gipsy Life,” “Canal Adventures 
by Moonlight,” &c.  W2th an Appentie showing ‘ 
the Author's plausfor the Compulsory Registration 
of Gipsy Vans, and the Education of Gipsy Chil- 
dren, New and Revised and Popular Edition. 
12 Illustrations ww sia we ane ww 3 6 
Her Majesty the Queen has been gaciously pleased to accept, 
and to thank Mr, Smith for, a copy of the above work, 
The Rt, Hon. Sir Staford Northcotg, AZP., thus writes to the 
author ;~-'‘Accept my best thanks fo\your book, which cannot 
fail to be most interesting, both on account of the subject and of 
the author, Your good works will indeed live after you,” 
“Mr, Smith's sketches of his visits to the gipsies are granpic 
and varied, and will, we trust, serve to excite a wider interest in 
the perplexing question of their amelioration, to which the author 
has already given yeoman's service,"—Conéenporary Review. © 








THE ROMAN STUDENTS; or, On the - 
Wings of the Morning. A Tale of the Renaissance. 
By the Author of “The Spanish Brothers,” &c, 
With Illustrations by G. P. Jacoms Hoop. ¢ 
Cheaper edition, Imperial 8vo,, cloth extra 4.0 4 6 
‘Ree of the best stories of the year."—British Quarterly 
evicw, 


2. 

.AMERICAN DISHES, and How to Cook 
Them. From the Recipe-book of an American 
Lady. Crown 8vo,, cloth extra... ae wo 2 

“ A smart little toma... Fisheries and fish being at present 
in the ascendant, I should recommend all culinary students to 
turn to the section of the lady's book devoted to fish recipes and 

eneral instructions how to choose and prepare the denizens of 
the deep for the table, . , She {s great also in fish-balls ., . 
Consult her pages Jikewise for baked beans, hominy, potato 
puffs, rye meal, squash biscuits, and minged cabbage. “In soups 
she is stlong,’—G. A. S., in Zi/usirated London News. 


DICK’S HOLIDAYS, and What He Did with 
Them, A Picture Story Book of Country Life. 
By James WEsTON. Profusely Illustrated, Im- 
perial 4to., Cheaper edition, cloth extra ... oO 3 6 
“This is precisely the hook that sensible parents must often 
have been wanting, . .. This delightful book." —Acedemy, 
“‘A delightful collection,"—Graphic, 
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GUDRUN, BEOWULF, and ROLAND. 
With other Medisval Tales, By JoHN Ginn. 
With 20 Illustrations, Second and cheaper 
edition, Crown 8vo., cloth extra ,.. te nea 

«This volume will be certain to charm youthful readers ; and 

a safer or mote acceptable gift-book it would be difficult to 

find, . .", Without some such work these precious prototypes of 

Anglo-Germanie romance would havg remained sealed volumes 


o-3 


fon all youthfal eaders ; they thereforg owe a debt of gratitude - 


to him who has translated, condensed, and put them intoa popular 
prose form for thelr perusal,”—dcademy, . 


x 


THE" HOUSE BY THE WORKS, By 
EDWARD GARRETT, Author of “Occupations of 

a Retited Life,” &c., &c. With Frontispiece. Third 
and Cheaper edition. Crown 8vo., cloth extra... 
“The fis with their Quaker and Moravian training, the 


worthy and benevolont Mis, Pendlebury, and society generally, 
uch and poor, in Peiford, are depicted with skall.""—DezZy News. 


“The pieture he gives us here of the Enticknapp houschold, 
with ils Moravian and Quaker traditfons, {s one nearly perfect of 
iis kind for sobriety of taste and freedom, from all Sentimental 
exaggerations." Graphic, * ja 


Ths PRINCE OF THE HUNDRED 
SOUPS: A Puppet Show in Narrative. Edited, 
with a Preface by VERNON Lee, Author of 
“Belcaro,” “ Studies of the Eighteenth Century in 
Italy,’ &c. With Four Illustrations in Sepia, by 
SARAH Brircu, Cheaper edition. Square 8yo,,cloth 


“Thera is more humour in the yolume than in half-a-dozen 
ordinary pantomimes,"'—Spectator, . 


«The preface fs renlly more interesting than the ' Prince of the 
Iundved Soups,’ and that—as we hope our readers will find out 
for themselves—is saying a good deal,"—Academy, 


‘For myself, I can say that it had upon me the appetising 
effect of that dish in Torace which ‘ieplaced the sated guest upon 
his elbow 3‘ for though, when E taok it up, Twas utterly weary and 
dazed with the number of books I had gone through, yet I 
devouted it from cover to cover with a new zest." —Zruth, 
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INDUSTRIAL CURIOSITIES: Glances 
Here and There in the World of Labour, Written 
and Edited by ALEXANDER Hav Japp, LL.D., 
F.R.S.E., Fourth egition. Crown 8vo., cloth extra o 


‘Would make an excellent prize o1 present-book, especially 
for boys with a iaste for miscellaneous information, Anyone, 
however, whose nation of a book 1§ not limited to novels ought 
to be able to read it with pleasure, and can hardly do so without 
profit.” cademy, 


"Dr. Japp travels through a Yariety of subjects, always 
entertaimng and instructive’—=SpecMlor, 


“Nowadays boys arp..so fed upon story books and books of 
adventure that we welcome a baok which tells them someghing 
about the facts of the world,they live in." Graphic. 
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PLANT LIFE; Popular Papers on the Pheno- 
mena of Botany. By EDWARD STEP. With 148 
Mlustrations drawn by the Author. ‘Third, 
edition, Cfown 8vo., cloth extra... Ao ae) 


OPINIONS ORGIHE PRESS, , 


“ The author lias produced a jittle volunia well spited to attract 
the attentign and stimulate the ¢ logity oft the student, By. 
clothing the drydetails of morphological construction with in- 
formation as to the life‘history af plantg,.and by calling attention 
to the varied adaptations of form to fimction, be has followed in 
the wake of that nugicrous. band of naturaltéts Who have'at ance 
done so much fo extend the Bounds of botanical science, and to 
make it attractive to the amateut.”"*-Atheneum, . 

* More-delight(ul reading for the country at this season of the 
year authors and publishers have not provided for us."~Pad/ 
Mall Gasttie, Mork . 

‘An unpretenting book, Whose canterits cover a very great 


e\tent of botanical ground.’ -Scvence Gossip. 
2 a 





ILLUSTRATED . CATALOGUE OF 
THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF PAINTERS IN 
WATER COLOURS, 1885. With Facsimiles of 
Sketches by the Artists, Demy 8vo, [¥#s¢ Ready 0 


New and Recent Books, 


NEW AND RECENT POETRY. 


A MINOR POET: And other Verses. By 
Amy Levy. Crown 8v0,, paper board style, uncut 
GUSES oir cee ty eae tee Mee te oe 3G 


"A distinct advance m poser on Miss Levy's forme verse, 
+ «+ Ze will be hard if her verge clocs not win many friends by its 
sympathy and tenderness,’ — Cumbridge Review, : 

“Some of her more ambitious pieces remind one of Geoige 
Ehot's poems.-—S/, Fames’s Gazette. 

‘Her idea of the character of ‘Xqnt{pppe! fs certainly original, 
and several of her shorter pieces are Zimple, heartfelt, and har- 
mons. — Vhetehall Review, 

‘Deserves to be singled out from the mass ofevéry-lay veise 
for special congnendatlon, ‘The book is very much above the 
average of sitch productions,”—Derdy Afercury, 


MEASURED STEPS, By Ernesr Raprorn. 
Crown 8va, cloth ae as ay ae tte ee 8 


"Ife is gory happy wt hig ‘Translations from Heine,’ full 
entering int tho poet 's humour, and deftly repraducing the half 
sarcastic, halfpathetic spit im which Heine so often wrote,’— 
Whetehall Review, 

“My, Radford ts himself a poet of no mean ability, and with a 
good deal of LIeine in his composition.” —Shefield ludependent, 

“Tie has imported into his dedper verse ¢he beauty of a half. 
rwarettil subtlety and the intrest ofr'eat penetration, He can 
think with fineness and record his thoughts with potnt.’— 
Predgrick Wedmore, in The Academy. 


‘ 


cee tigty weet 

POEMS AND BALLADS. ‘iy “Prvth 

Gwynne. Squae Crown 8%, cloth extva 4.0 3 6 
eee, A 
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COLLEGE DAYS: Recorded in Bihok Veuse. 
Printed on Dutch hand-made’ paper. Feap. 8vo., 
parchment 4, ete ene DO 





A RIVER HOLIDAY, The Lay of a Boat- 
ing Trip. With 17 Illustrations -by TIARRy 
FuRNss, Demy. 8vo, tee DOO 
Tins delightful drockuve is exquisitively illustrated."—Soctety, 


My. T. Fisher Unwin, 26, Paternoster Square. 





THE TREASURE BOOK OF CON- 
SOLATION: For all in Sorrow or Suffering. 
Compiled and Edited by BENJAMIN ORME, M.A, 
Editor af “The Treasure Book of Devotional 


Reading.” Crown 8vo., cloth extra, gilttop “.,0 3 6 





BEAUTIES AND FRIGHTS, WITH 
THE STORY OF BORINETTE. By Saran 
TyrLer, Author of “ Papefs for Thoughtful Girls,” 
“Footprints,” &c, Illustrated by M. E, 
Epwarps, Second Edition, Small 8yo., cloth 


extra, gilt edges ... aes tee iss ow = OB 


** Miss ‘Tytler is one of the few writers of modern times who | 
know how to write girls’ stories, It is impossible for her to be 
dull ; her tales are always sprightly, easy, and clever, and while 
she does not condescend to preach, there are admirable life-lessons 
to be learned in all she writes."—Literary World, j 





THE SHIPWRECKED MARINER: A , 
Quarterly Maritime Magazine. Edited by W. 
R. Buck, Secretary of the Shipwrecked Mariners’ 
Sociely:; Illustrated. Published in January, April, 
July, “ anf October Big, Fist) eae | ee ach 


a He Yearly Volumes 
3) eS 


gt Adopted by the Loudon School Board, 


FIRST NATURAL HISTORY READER. 
For Standard i. In accordance with thé require- 
mepts of the Revised Code, Beautifully Illustrated, 
Crown 8vo., cloth 4. av ter ar sO O 


‘Written in g simple and pleasant style,’—S¢hool Guardian, 


- The woodeuts, which are to bé found on avery page, willmake 
the lessons pleasant to the scholars, and “the text is wisely put 
in a _semi-conversational form, calculated to induce intelligent 
reading.”"—-Pudlisher's Circular, 
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New and Recent Books. 
MARGARET THE MOONBEAM: A 
Tale for the Young. By CECILIA LUSHINGTON, 
Author of “ Over the Seas and Far Away." With 
Ulustrations by M. E. Epwarps, Second Edition, 
Small 8vo,, cloth extra, gilt edges... ose we O 2 6 





VERS DE SOCIETE & PARODY, with 
other Essays. By H. A. PaGg, Author of “De 
Quincey,” and“ Thoreau,” yi 8vo., cloth extra o 2 6 


*« We have been much interested iMhis amusing and instructive 
volume, the first half of which is devatéd to ‘Vers de Socidié 
and Parody," . . . If published alone this essay itself would 
have deservd® to have been placed alongside of the famous 
Rejected Addresses."——Literary World. , 


THE ILLUSTRATED POETRY BOOK”: ° 
for Young Readers. Sm. Crown 8vo.,, cloth é&tra o 2 

4 a : , Giltedges o 3 
"Tt ts Me best book of the kind witich has passed through our . 
hands for {ome time." Bookseller, 


6 
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e 
THE WAY TO FORTUNE: A Seriesvof 
Short Essays, with Illustrative Proverbs and Anec- 
@ dotes from many sources, Third editionySinall ~~ 


‘ 


8vo,, clothextras ou, kT “TEN ro 2 6 
ae 





‘sProfusely illustrated. with proverbs and finecdotes, which 
being throughout qpt to the injunctions, are likely to act as useful 
memortes, when the text of ‘The Way to Fortune" is not at 
hand.” —Tihe Liguirer, —, ~ 

‘The author is tot only a man with large, outlook. upon _ 
human. affairs, butewith a wide and varied knowledge of English 
Hterature; “Any Jeune man—or, fér that matter, any young 
woman—who will Iny the counsels of this book to heart, cannat 
fail to find the way to nobility, friitfulness, and usefulness of life, 
if not to fortune, “ We could wish nothing better for this book 
than to see it in the hands of all who set any valueon self-help.” 
Literary World, 

‘cThis Is not a big book, but it contains no fewer than fifty 
essays. Each ismecessarily bilef, and yet there is not one that 
«does not contain a large amount of wisdom, made more effective 
by the help of illustrative proverbs and anecdotes," reenar. 


Mr. T. Fisher Unwin, 26, Paternoster Square. 





PRINCIPLES TO START WITH. By 
Isaac WATTs, D.D, Introduction by THOMAS 
Binney, D.D. Seventh Thousand. 32mo,.red 
edges, cloth elegant, or in the new wood binding: 
maple, cedar, walnyt, and sycamore we ou O 


«A gem in the way of printing and binding, while the excellence 
of the short practical precepts offered by the writers can haidly 
be over-estimated,”-—Hock, 

“Just the sort of book for a young man setting out in life St 
can easily be catried in the waistcoat pocket, and we can conceive 
of no better vade jnecunt, tis seldjm that wemeet with so much 
00d sense packed ito so small a shace."—~ Congreggtionalzst. 





t 


THE CHILDREN’S BOUQUET OF 
Verse and Hymn, Gathered by AUNT SARAH and” 
CousIN GRACE. 32mo, red edges, cloth elegant, 

« or wood ; maple, cedar, walnut, or sycamore... 0 
** Love for thelittle ones has clearly been at work in the making 
of this selection { good taste as well, and a most cathohe syne 
pathy," —Caristian Leader, ts ‘ 
“Its little verses and hymns are selected with fine taste and 
appreciation of children’s iikings, Externally, the book 1s 4 titdle 

gem,."~- Baptest, i 

One of the daintiest of dainty litite books for little people. 

The selection of veises is adnerable, containing, with ‘some old 

favourites, many that will be fresh tefmost children." —Christiass 
‘ # 3 * 


yo. 2 


. ? 

THE STARRY BLOSSOM, and OTHER 
STORIES. By,,M, BETHAM-EDWARDS, Author 
of “Minna’s Holiday,” &c, Illustrations by Miss 
JOANNA SAMWORTH, 4 Small 8vo., cloth extra... o 
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& 

DAN STAPLETON’S LAST RACE, By 
Mrs. MILNE Rag, Author of “Morag,” “Haut- 
leigh Towers,” &c. Small 8vo,, cloth extra oO 








WINMORE & CO. A Tale of the Great Bank 
Failure. Small 8vo., cloth extra... ane G 
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New anl Recent Books. 





HALF.HOLIDAY HANDBOOKS: 
Guides to Rambles round London. With Maps, 
Ulustiations, and Bicycle Routes. Ciown 8vo., 
sewed ayn vibes Bee ous or wie vee 

u : Cloth 
I. KINGSTON - ON - THAMES AND 
DISTRICT, 
Il. ROUND REIGATE, 
III. DORKING AND DISTRICT. 
1V. ROUND RICHMOND. ‘ 
V. GEOLOGICAL pRAMBLES ROUND 
LONDON :V/A Guide to Old-World 
Pondon. 
* VI. ROUND TUNBRIDGE WELLS. 
VII, GREENWICH, BLACKHEATH, AND 
DISTRICT, 
VUI, FROM CROYDON TO THE NORTH 
DOWNS. 
IX, ROUND BROMLEY, KESTON, AND 
DISTRICT. a 
X, ROUND SYDENHAM & NORWOOD, 
* XI. WIMBLEDON, PUTNEY, AND 
DISTRICT, * ineluding BARNES, 
: ROEHAMPTON, MERTON, &c, 
: EPPING FOREST AND DISTRICT. 
HAMPSTEAD, HIGHGATE, 
: ‘yb FINCHLBEY, AND DISTRICT, 
GUILDFORD, GODALMING, 
AND DISTRICT. 
The lastthrce aresin preperation, 

‘We could not do better than consult die of these cheap 
Handbooks,"—7¥ies, 

‘* Those 'Half-[loliday Handbooks’ are Very useful, But why 
not ' Whole Holiday Pocket Books,‘ showing where to go, when 
to go,and how to goit? If Mr, Fisher Unwin doesn’t look sharp,we 
shall have this series out ourselves about Whitsuntide,"“—Prach, 

“Will be g boon to the weary Londoner, anxloys to commune 
with nature,” Zhe Zugyrter, . 

‘Capital guides to Walks in the districts,"—Dadly Chronicle. . 

‘A pleasant and convenient serles of books for the guidance 
of the pedestrian,”"—Leserary Wo Id. . 

‘An idea with which we and our fellow-naturahsts heartily 4 
sympathise, The series 1s one marked by that feeling for nature 
which it [s sq desirable to extend."—H, W., in Bayswilér 
Chronicle. 

“ The publishers have hit upon a good iden in their Half- 
Holiday Handbooks, which are likely to become popular 
favourites.""— Graphic. 


My. T. Fisher Unwin, 26, Paternoster Square. 





A Hanpsoox ‘ro 
THE FERNERY AND AQUARIUM, 


containing full directions how to make, stock, and 
maintain Feineries and Freshwater Aquarias By 
J. H. Martin and §4mes Weston, With 43 
Illustrations, Crown 8vo,, clothextra ow 
_, Paper Covers... 

¥,* Issued also in two parts, paper covers, 6d. each. 


“We cordtally recommend it as the best little drochure on feins 
we have yet seen, [ts merits far ex those of much larger and 
more pretentious works."—Science Gos. 


« 
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+ ° 
ADULTERATIONS OF FOOD (How to 


Detect the), By the Author of “Ferns and Fern- 

eries” Numerous Illustrations. Crown 8vo,, 

sewed s aye te ary sai tee aoe 
wt « 

“The little work before us offers many useful hints to house- 


holders as to the detection of everyday-adulteiation, "Pall Alai2 
Gazette, . 





THE BATH AND-BATHING, “By Dr. J. 
FARRAR, F.RGBE.E. Grown 4vo.,limp tldth ... 


“Dr, Farvar’s manual is not only cheap, but it is so clear, 
concise, and practical that no one’ need fail to garry out his 
instructions, or in derivipg wise’ counsel and direction from his 
pages,~Liferary World. e # 


GENESIS THE THIRD. History, not 
Fable. Being the Merchants’ Lectyre for March, 
1883, By EpwARD Wuire. Crown 8vo., Cloth 

{OME Gee! cans ye hete Ganhe Wade ot cates raat 


Sewed 


SISTER EDITH'S PROBATION. 
E. CONDER GRAY, Author of “Wise Words,” 
Small 8va,, cloth extra see ene ye tee 
The three tales of which this volume is composed aré not 
only well written, but cannot fail to strengthen those who tead 


them, especially the young, in pure and holy living. “~-Zilerary 
Worlt, 
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New and Recent Books, 





EDUCATIONAL WORKS. 


ARMY EXAMINATION SERIES. 


I, GEOMETRICAL DRAWING: Con- 
taining General Hints to Candidates, Former 
Papers set at the Preliminafy and Further Ex- 
aminations, and Four Hundied Questions for 
Practice in Scales‘ and General Problems. By 
C, H, Qeravius CurTIS. Illustrated. Crown 
8vo., cloth extra . 


By Lr Compre DE L 


OUSSAYE, Officier de Ja 
Légion d’Honneur, Fr 
ial 


eh Examiner for Military 


ons a tee tes wr O 
Il, ureebe Lap oussata, GRAMMAR. 


26 


Civil Appointments, Crown 8vo., cloth extra... 0. 2 


IIL" GEOGRAPHY QUESTIONS: Espe- 
cially adapted for Candidates preparing for the 
Preliminary Examination. By R, H. ALLPRESS, 


MLA, Trin. Coll,, Camb, Crown 8vo,, cloth extra o 2 6 





EASY LESSONS IN BOTANY. ByEpwarp 


AteP, Authqrof“Piant Life.” With1201Hustrations 


' 


y the Author. Third Edition, Linén covers ...9 0 7 


Algo in two parts, paper covers, 3d, each, 
” OPINIONS OF MIE PRESS, 


t 
“ut Numerously {lusirated, clearly written, with a good deal of 


matter packed vith mudhidexteyity info a small spdce,"—Sc sence 


Gassifs ? 
“The arrahgement is good ; the illustrations are very numerous, 


there being three ox. four an almost every page ; and the writer 
has don@-much to simplify the subject."—Schoc} Guardian, 





i, * 


POETICAL READER FOR THE USE 


OF SCHOOLS, Arranged on an entirely new 
principle, with Ilustrations specially done for the 
work. In Two Parts, each ... see tee 
Or in sections separately. 


‘The editor of these two little volumes has managed to strike 
out an entirely new line for his upils, and one which scarcely at 


any point crosses the beaten track,"—School Hoard Chronicle, 


a 


AN ENGLISH GRAMMAR FOR 


CHOOLS. Adapted to the Requirements of 
the Revised Code. In Three Parts, Price 2d. 
each, or complete in one cover a. ow or 


or 3 


00 6 


Mr. T. Fisher Umein, 26, Paternoster Square, 





TARANTELLA A Romance By Marai.og 
BLIND, Author of “ Life of Geoige Eliot,” 
“Saint O1an.” Two vols, Crown Byp. a on 


—=- 

ICHABOD.: A Portrait. By Brrrua Txostas, 
Authot of “The Violin Player,” “Life of Georges 
Sand,” &c. Two vols Crown 8yvo. aes aed 


pat Fm: 


WILBOURNE HALL, Mrs. Caupont, 
Author of “Uncle Anthony's Note Book.” ‘Two 
yols Crown 8yo... see ote rr Fea 


THE CHANCELLOR OF THE TYROL, 
By HerMAN Scuamp. Translated by DoRoTHEA 
RoweRis, Tuo vols. Crown vo [Faust Our 1 


CAMILLA’S GIRLHOOD. By Linpa Vit- 
LARI, Author of “On Tuscan Hills and Venetian 
Waters,” “In Change Unchanged,” &c Two vols. 
Crown BvO. or wee eee {in the Press x 

n a 








A NOBLE KINSMAN;: A Novel, By 
ANTON GUILTO BaRRIn, Author of “Like ax 
Dream,” &c. Translated fiom the Italian by H."* 
A. Marin, Twovals, Crown 8vo, (Fust Ready + 





JEPHTHAH'S-DAUGHTER: A Novel. 
By Janc H. Sperricus, Author of “The Gre. 
gorys: A Coimsh Story,” “Love and Money too.” 
Two vols, Crown 8vo. 4. (Zu Preparation 1 


MAJOR FRANK: A Novel. By A. L. G. 
BosBoom-Toussaint, Author of “The English 
m Rome,” “ Raymond the Cabinet-Maker.” Tians- 
lated from the Dutch by James AkeROYD. One 
vol. Ciown 8y0., cloth a. tee [Ready a 


